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FIREWORKS at MOUNT RUSHMORE 
Our President Mr. Trump honored us with a 
visit July 3rd at Mount Rushmore.  South 
Dakota Governor Kristi Noam gave a speech 
that made us proud to be from South Dakota 
and the President gave the world a history 
lesson on the four great Presidents on Mount 
Rushmore that they ought to be teaching in 
our schools.  If you did not hear the program, 
I would suggest going on the internet and 
listening to it. 
 
 
       The Olsons home on Independence Day 

       Karen   Dunham the organizer of the USS South  
   Dakota BB 57 Reunion and USS South Dakota BB 57 
                       Shipmate Leon Gee in 2019 
 

USS SOUTH DAKOTA BB 57 
SHIP REUNION  

I visited with Karen Dunham who organizes 
the reunion  at the memorial in Sioux Falls and 
she informed me the 2020 Reunion was 
cancelled. We will miss seeing you shipmates 
from the USS South Dakota as we honor you 
and your ship for your many accomplishments 
and awards.  Please write us and tell us how 
you are doing.  We want to share how you’re 
doing with our 40 et 8 members, so please you 
or have a family member or a friend write us t 
how you are doing.  As I said we will miss 
seeing you in 2020 but hope you can make the 
2021 reunion.    We wish you all God’s peace. 
 

            Thanks 
          For your 
           Support 

     4004 W 12th St., Sioux Fall, SD 
*********************************************************
*************** 



             IN GOD WE 
TRUST   
 NURSES TRAINING 1954 
                                         2
 Last fall I wrote a “Letter to the Editor” 
and I received this letter which very 
much brightened my day. 
  Back in the 1930’s, 1940’s and the 
1950’s La Société (the 40 et 8) was so 
active supporting our communities; 
getting children vaccinated for 
diphtheria, purchasing Iron Lungs, 
giving Nursing Scholarships and much 
more.  It was so nice to receive this 
letter from Mrs. Kittelson due to 40 et 8 
activity back then.  I called Mrs. 
Kittelson, I called her a few days later 

and had a nice visit with her and she 
shared her gratitude for receiving the 
nursing scholarship.  I called her 
again just the other day and asked 
her if I could print her letter in our 
Dakota 40 et 8 er newsletter and she 
said that would be fine.  I want to 
thank her for taking the time to write 
us. 
La Société was in its 34th year 
(founded in 1920) when Mrs. 
Kittelson got her scholarship, we are 
now in our 100th year of serving our 
nation, our states, and our 
communities. 
   
       Best Western Ramkota 
           Rapid City, Pierre 
                 Watertown 

          Thanks for your support 
       FOR SALE 1992 Ford Diesel 
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The 40 et 8 48 Ford was ready for the 2020 

USS South Dakota BB 57 Reunion as Voyageurs 
Jason Standiford and Preston Olson were in 2018 

 
GRAND DU SOUTH DAKOTA 

PROMENADE 
Will take place Friday, Saturday & Sunday July 
16, 17 & 18 in Watertown.  Earlier this year our 

Promenades and Cheminot were cancelled.   
We were recently notified that the National 
Promenade has been cancelled, it was 
scheduled to be held in Ohio this year. 
 
               
 
 
 
               We appreciate your support 
 
 

  
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Our 40 et 8 2019 – 2020 year comes to an end 
August 31, so, 2020 – 2021 dues are coming 
due.  We had 19 members in 2020.  We need 
your support, dues are 30$, most of that goes 
to Grand and National so please get your dues 
paid as our flag programs and other activities 
depend on YOUR membership.  Enclosed is a 
personal “40 et 8 Membership Renewal 
Notice”.  Please return it with your dues as 
soon as possible.  Thank you. 
 
 

                                                   
 

AIR FORCE ACADEMY 
Institution of higher education for the training of 
commissioned officers for the U.S. Air Force.   It 

was created by act of Congress on April 1, 1954, 
formally opened on July 11, 1955, at 
temporary quarters at Lowry Air Force Base, 
Denver, Colo., and transferred to a permanent site 
7 miles (11 km) north of Colorado Springs, Colo., 
in the latter part of 1958.  
 



                    Academy  Chapel 
 
 
                                       2801 S Louise Ave.             
                                                   Sioux Falls, SD 
                                            605 362 2610 
 
               Thank you for supporting our 
                   Americanisms programs 
               

VAVS 
     We entered the HOT SPRINGS, SD VA 
MEDICAL CENTER, the FORT MEADE VA 
MEDICAL CENTER, the MICHAEL J. 
FITZMAURICE SD VETERANS HOME and the 
NORFOLK VETERANS HOME in the “Keep the 
Wheelchairs Rolling” contest and we 
received nice checks for all four (4) of the 
facilities.  We have always delivered the checks 
personally, but this year we have had to send 
them.  We are very grateful for receiving these 
funds and want to thank the National Box 
Car Association and their Directeur Jim 
Maxwell, also Nationale VAVS, the 
Nationale Veterans Affairs Voluntary Service 
Team and their Directeur Ron Rolfes.  pro 
 
 
“Letter to the Editor” I sent to several 
newspapers across South Dakota on 
JULY 7, 2020. 
 
AMERICA’S 244TH BIRTHDAY JULY 

4TH, 2020 
Last weekend July 4th and 5th is normally a 
time to celebrate our great nations birthday.  
This year being it’s 244th.  Like many we 
spent the weekend at home.  We had our 
United States and POW/MIA flags on their 
staff as usual but also placed along the walk 
a 13 Star US Flag as a reminder of America’s 
first birthday.  Then a Christian flag as our 
America was founded on Christian principles. 

Friday evening at Mount Rushmore our 
Governor Noem gave a speech that made us 
proud of our South Dakota heritage and our 
governor.  Then our President Trump gave an 
inspiring history lesson on four of our great 

leaders who are enshrined on Mount 
Rushmore. 

George Washington, with a grade school 
education became an American political 
leader, military general, statesman, founding 
father, and the father of our Nation.  In a war 
with Indians, after four bullets were shoot 
through his coat the Indian Chief said, “He 
will never die in battle”.   He died at Mount 
Vernon after serving as American General and 
Commander in Chief of the colonial armies in 
the American Revolution (1775 – 1783) and 
subsequently first President of the United 
States (1789 – 1797). 

It was in the State House of Philadelphia in 
the year of our Lord 1776 that an old 
whitehaired man with the outline of the bell 
(which has the Bible verse Leviticus 23:10 
inscribed un it) in the steeple above him, 
asked a little flaxen-haired boy to do him a 
kindness, to go down stairs and when a man 
gives you a message for me, you shout it up 
to me.  There was a crowd outside and when 
the young boy got the message, he shouted a 
single word up “ring”.  The withered hand 
grasping the iron tongue of the bell, his veins 
are filling with a new life, he is young again. 
(As I feel now and felt Friday evening).  On 
that July 4th, 56 men had just signed the 
Declaration of Independence, which was 
written by our 3rd President Thomas Jefferson 
who is enshrined on our Shrine of 
Democracy.  They pledged their lives, their 
fortunes, and their sacred honor in doing so.  
Five signers were captured by the British as 
traitors and tortured before they died.  
Twelve had their homes ran-sacked and 
burned.  Two lost their sons serving in the 
Revolutionary Army, another had two sons 
captured.  Nine of the 56 fought and died 
from wounds or hardships of the 
Revolutionary War. 

We are grateful for all who developed this 
Nation, including my great grandparents and 
grand-parents who came from Sweden and 



Finland.  So many patriots gave their all to 
give us our freedom and many more died 
protecting it.  That is why I will always salute 
the US Flag (as Navy veteran) and kneel to 
my Lord Jesus Christ my Savior. 

God’s peace to everyone and 

God bless America, Land that I love,                                                                                 
Stand beside her and guide her… 

Preston R. Olson 
Chef de Gare (Commander) 
Grand du South Dakota Voiture (Group) 180 

6505 W Westminster Dr 
Sioux Falls, SD 57106 
605 362 5825…appiolson@gmail.com  
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