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Lest We Forget 

Laverne Borchardt 
Dennis Gruennert 

Russell Reich 
     Our Locale lost three very fine Voyageurs 

who were called to Voiture Everlasting in  re-

cent months. 

     Laverne Borchardt was a WWII Veteran 

who turned 100 this last Memorial Day.    

     Dennis Gruennert won the ugly sweater 

contest we had at a Promenade a few years 

ago. It was a Chicago Bears sweater! 

     Russell Reich donated up to $400 towards 

our Nurses Training Scholarship every year.  
 

Voyageurs on the Mend 

     Dennis Landen is on chemo battling cancer 

from Agent Orange he was stricken with in  

Vietnam. He says the effects from the chemo 

has him so tired he just doesn’t have any    

ambition and can’t wait for the day the doctor 

says he can stop the treatment. 

     Walter Weier continues to experience leg 

problems and have been informed it is restless 

leg syndrome.  

     Tom Wileman continues to recuperate from 

a mild stroke he suffered a few months ago. 

Hope to see him at one of our Promenades in 

the coming months, weather permitting. 

     Russ Schultz of Cedar Falls, Iowa and his 

wife Pat had to move to an assisted living facil-

ity. Russ is 88 and has been retired from 

teaching since 1991. He loves receiving the 

Locale and Grande Voiture Newsletters. 

 

JANUARY 9th PROMENADE  NOON 

Wayside Supper Club - Family Style 

FEBRUARY 7th & 8th 

Midwinter Petite Promenade 

Best Western in Tomah 

MARCH  12th Promenade  NOON 

Towne Inn Jefferson - Order off the Menu 

     On Friday January 24th at Doubleday’s Restaurant & 

Banquet hall, we will be having out 9th annual combined 

Jefferson County No. 750 and Dane County No. 683 com-

bined Christmas party. 

     As always it is a buffet style dinner or you can order a 

prime rib dinner. 

     We have Voyageurs, Dames and guests coming from all 

over the Grande Voiture this year.  

     Cocktails begin at 5:00 P. M. with dinner to begin at 

6:15 P. M. There will be raffles, gifts and lots of good old 

40 et 8 camaraderie going around. 

      



VOITURE 750 LOCOMOTIVE 
     The loci has been stored away for the winter. 

It is in one of the barns at the Jefferson County 

fairgrounds. Cost for the winter is $300.00.      

Voyageur’s Robby Robinson - $100 and Buzz 

Orval - $80 donated over half of the money for 

the storage. Thank you Voyageurs. 

     There was no Veterans Day parade in Mil-

waukee this year. Not enough sponsorship we 

were told. However the loci did participate in a 

few Christmas parades before it was stored 

away on the 1st of December.  

     A big thanks to Pat Sukowski, Dale Mitchell, 

Bill Ferguson, Jim Koehler, Dave Behling, Bud 

Kelley and all of the Voyageurs who donate each 

year to keep the loci road worthy. 

     First parade in 2020 is the Memorial Day    

parade in Palmyra.  

FORTY et EIGHT DAYS AT 
CAMP AMERICAN LEGION 

     This year we will be up in the North Woods  on June 
25th - 28th for the 51st installment of the most relaxing, 
enjoyable, fun filled weekend you’ll ever have. That’s 
right Voyageurs, our weekend excursion to Camp Ameri-
can Legion. 
     The evening bon fires, bean bag tournament, fishing  
excursion, picnics behind the Rustic Manor and at the 
Rainbow Flowage. Touring the Camp and pontoon rides 
on Big Carr Lake and Lake Tomahawk. 
     Trips to  area wineries,  shopping in Minocqua,  Eagle 
River, Three Lakes or St. Germain. No one can pass up the 
chocolate shop in downtown Minocqua .  
     Can’t forget the restaurants around St. Germain. Too 
many to mention a favorite. 
     Now unless something changes this year, there will be 
no breakfast at the Camp on Sunday morning. Donations 
will be made at the Flowage on Saturday afternoon. This 
is due to budget restraints.  
     Reservations can be made at the Rustic Manor in St. 
Germain by calling 715-479-9776 or 800-272-9776 and 
mention the 40 et 8 when making your reservation.  

VOITURE HUMOR 

During the Holiday Season, we say Merry 

Christmas, Happy Holiday’s, Happy Hanu-

kah, etc. But what do you say to a practic-

ing Voodooligist?  “Happy Head Hunting”! 

     Zoe Oberle is graduating with a RN degree from 

UW Milwaukee.  Our Voiture Locale Nurses Training 

Directeur “Dale Mitchell” has been handing out No. 

750 Nurses Training Scholarship applications. So far 

he has not had any sent back to him. 

     The Voiture gives out $500.00 per year for a NT 

Scholarship. You must be beginning your second 

year in a four year program. 

     Pat Sukowski is our Grande Voiture Nurses 

Training Directeur. He is also accepting Nurses 

Training applications for the 

State.  

     We also have some 2020 

Nurses Training pins available  

if you wish to purchase one. 

They are $3.00 a piece. 

     February 7th - 8th at the Best Western Hotel 

and Conference Center in Tomah will be the Mid-

winter Petite Promenade and Rendezvous. Dave 

Behling, Dale Mitchell, Tom Orval and Ken         

Kozubek are all automatic delegates. However Ken 

will be vacationing in St. Thomas, Bahamas then. 

Pat Sukowski is a Locale delegate and we can use 

a few more if you are interested in attending this 

Grande Voiture function.  

     What is really informative when attending one of 

these events will be listening to the midyear reports 

from the Officers, Directeur’s Chairperson’s, etc. 

You always pick up something important on the 

various programs when going to a Midwinter Petite 

or Grande Promenade. there are a number of 

items we will be voting on during the Saturday 

morning   session.  

     Sous Chef de Chemin de Fer Frank Kronen of 

Ohio will be our National guest that weekend. 

     The Best Western Hotel also has a Perkins  

restaurant connected to it along with a bar/lounge. 

There are numerous restaurants and eateries 

throughout Tomah and region along with many  

retail shops. 



“A BLAST FROM THE PAST” 
Royal (Canary) Reich was a long time Voyageur who 

passed away in 1991. He was from the Rome area 

and known for his humor. Along with his wife, they 

has one son and thirteen daughters.  Out at the Rome 

cemetery this is on the back of his headstone. 

 

When I’m dead and in my Grave 

No more lovin’ will I Crave 

And on my Tombstone shall be written 

“I’ve had my share and I’m not kiddin” 

When I die, bury me deep! 

Make it simple and MAKE IT CHEAP. 

Upon my Tombstone I want this wrote, 

“Millions of Drinks went down my Throat” 

And if you should pass by where I lie -  

“Leak on me, I’m always dry.” 

 

     Jefferson County has been extremely lucky this 

year so far with no fires or other disasters in the 

area involving children.  It’s very unfortunate that 

there was a house fire in Merrill recently where the 

family lost everything. The parents are currently at 

the University Hospital Burn Center in Madison. 

Two children seventeen or younger are being    

taken care of by the Voyageurs in that area. 

     Polk-Burnett No. 236 in the St. Croix Falls     

area also assisted a family who experienced a 

home fire in recent weeks. What really shocked me 

was that they took the family across the border into 

Minnesota to get the children fitted with essential 

clothing. There is nothing wrong with this but it’ll be 

the first time in my 15 years as Grand Correspon-

dant that I’ll be filling out a report where the pur-

chase of clothing was done in another state than      Since September, there have been 57 service men 

and women who have had their remains identified. 36 

are from WWII and 21 are from the Korean War. The 

repatriation of these remains cam from Italy, Pearl 

Harbor, North Korea, South Korea, Tarawa, Romania, 

the Philippines and the Netherlands. 

     The POW-MIA pins we sell help finance the work 

done in the repatriation and identification of our fallen 

comrades. They sell for $3.00 a piece. These pins 

sales also help with awarding scholarships of families 

of and descendants of the POW’s and MIA’s.  

MEMBERSHIP 
     Our current membership stands at 56 paid up 

Voyageurs. The Locale has had a few members 

that moved away with one of them transferring to a 

Locale in his area; two never left a forwarding    

address. Then we have one or two that more than 

likely will not be renewing their membership. “It 

Happens”.   

     We are currently working with a number of other 

veterans organizations within the area exchanging 

potential names of Veterans who might be interest-

ed in becoming a Voyageur. There are two Ameri-

can Legion Posts in the area and the Marine Corp 

League that have been very cooperative in this  

project. Voyageur Gary Stueber has also been 

working with this project supplying the Locale with 

a number of names of Veterans who could one day 

become potential members. 

FLAGS FOR 1st GRADERS 
     Are you planning on participating in the Flags For 

1st Graders in your area this year. If so 

please find out how many flags you will 

need and we’ll be ordering them in March 

after the monthly Promenade. 

FROM THE CORRESPONDANT 
     Our Chef de Gare Dave is up for Grand Garde de La 

Porte moving up to one day becoming Grand Chef de 

Gare. Best of luck to Dave. 

     We have (4) Locale Voyageurs who are currently Grand 

Directeur’s and one who is a Sous.  

     Jefferson County will be submitting a Law Officer, Hero 

and Voyageur of the Year Award nominee this coming 

spring to Grande for consideration. 

     There is a new Best Western being built by Jefferson 

that is supposed to have conference rooms. The Hotel just 

north of the interstate in Johnson Creek has contacted our 

Locale about the possibility of hosting an event there. 

     We are planning on submitting to all  Newspapers in 

Wisconsin a history of our Grande Voiture later this spring 

in conjunction with the 100th Anniversary of the Forty et 

Eight. 


