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1.  Introduction – The D-Day Pilot & Flight Nurse 
 

 
 
Welcome to all who have joined-in on this Commemorative Air Force webinar presentation. 
My name is Steve Pedone, Lt. Col., U.S. Air Force, Retired, and I reside with my wife Ximena in  
    Naples, Florida. 
I am very grateful to the CAF for this opportunity to share a story of my dad and mom. 
This is a story of love & war – A Pilot and a Flight Nurse, who went off to war in Europe during  
    WWII. 
Late on the evening of 5 June, 1944, two brave young Americans were poised for the greatest  
    challenge and risk of their lives.   Both “answered the call” to military service in time of war,  
    and represent thousands of others from America’s greatest generation, who flew, sailed,  
    and crawled into harm’s way, 76 years ago, on D-Day, 6 June, 1944, to stop an evil that  
    threatened our freedom. 
This is their story, told by their son, and presented in an historical perspective. 
 

 

https://youtu.be/DX3ruF1pmws
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2.  The D-Day Pilot & Flight Nurse – The Pilot - “Vito” & The Flight Nurse - “Jerry” 
 

 
 
It’s the story of the “D-Day Pilot and the Flight Nurse”. 
I prepared an article last year for the 75th D-Day Anniversary, by the same title. 
The article was published on the D-Day Squadron website, and appeared in the July 2019 issue  
    of “FLY PAST”, UK’s #1 aviation history magazine. 
My dad was Captain Vito Pedone, and my mother was First Lieutenant Geraldine (Jerry) Curtis,  
    both officers in the U.S. Army Air Force, stationed in England early in the war.    
I will highlight the D-Day Airborne Invasion in historical detail, from both of their personal  
    perspectives  
Vito, "The Pilot", was the co-pilot of the lead 9th Air Force Pathfinder Troop C-47, dropping the  
    first “stick” of 101st Airborne Pathfinder Paratroopers into Drop Zone "A", behind Utah  
    beach, at 0013 hours, on 6 June, 1944. 
Concurrently, I tell the unique perspective of my mother, Jerry, "The Flight Nurse", who flew  
    into the Normandy combat area on 10 June, in the same C-47s, to medically evacuate by air,     
    “MEDEVAC”, to care for and keep alive the severely wounded soldiers back to hospitals in  
    England. 
Their story is one of duty, bravery, and determination in the face of danger, to execute the  
    planned Normandy D-Day Invasion. 
They were part of the D-Day Airborne Invasion forces which crossed the English Channel to go  
    in first, as the “tip of the spear”, to defeat Nazi tyranny and free Europe. 
They were very successful! 
Amid all the war-time preparation and danger, theirs is also a “love story”, and their story  
    begins in 1943, while both were stationed in England preparing for D-Day. 
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They both are truly representative of "America's Greatest Generation". 
They came from very different backgrounds. 
Vito was the oldest son of Italian immigrants, growing-up in Mount Vernon, NY, just outside  
    New York City. 
He had been in the New York National Guard, and was an Aeronautical Engineering student at  
    North Carolina State College. 
Jerry was from Scottish ancestry, growing-up in Oklahoma, and a Registered Surgical Nurse. 
Like so many Americans from different parts of the country, they likely would have never met,  
    had it not been for WWII, which brought them together, to do a tough and dangerous job for  
    our country. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  A Family Tradition of Military Service 
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Our family has a long and distinguished record of military service in the defense of our country. 
Vito’s father & mother immigrated separately from Puglia, Italy, as teenagers. 
In 1918, during WWI, his dad fought in France, with the American Expeditionary Force, in fierce  
    front-line combat against the German Army.  
He was wounded twice, but stayed in the fight to the Armistice, and serving in our occupation  
    forces in Germany. 
(23) years later, his three children would again have to “Answer the Call to Service”, and go off  
    to War to fight Nazi Germany, and finish the job! 
Vito’s sister, Anne, a WWII U.S. Army Nurse, is now 96, living in Camarillo, California, and very 
active! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. “Answering the Call” - Training for War 
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Like many young Americans after the 7 Dec 1941 Pearl Harbor attack, & our Declaration of War,  
    Vito and Jerry “Answered the Call”, to serve in our military in time of war. 
Vito joined the U.S. Army Aviation Cadets to learn how to fly. 
He earned his pilot wings & received a commission as a 2nd Lt. in the U.S. Army Air Force. 
He completed advance training in the twin engine, single-pilot, Douglas A-20 ground-attack  
    light bomber, in 1942. 
Jerry, a registered surgical nurse, joined the new U.S. Army Air Force Flight Nurse program, &  
    graduated in the first class of the new Flight Nurse School, at Bowman Airfield, KY, in Feb ’43.    
She earned her Flight Nurse Wings and a commission as a 2nd Lt. in the U.S. Army Air Force. 
Jerry’s best friend, Jerry Dishroom, also from Oklahoma, was the distinguished graduate in that  
    first class, receiving the first pair of Flight Nurse Wings! 
They would go off to war together. 
Vito & Jerry were trained and ready for their initial duty assignments.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. “Off to War” & England 
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Vito was off to war in England in 1942, as one of the first U.S. Army Air Force pilots stationed in  
    England, and flying A-20 aircraft into coastal Europe, in ground attack combat, with the newly  
    formed 8th Air Force. 
Jerry would arrive in England in early 1943, assigned to the newly formed 806th Medical Air  
    Evacuation Squadron, based at Welford Pak, England, to provided medical services to the  
    thousands of American forces building-up in England to prepare for D-Day Invasion. 
By chance, Jerry was the nurse that gave Vito his required shots before he left in 1942 for  
    overseas duty! 
Although Vito and Jerry would be stationed on different air bases in England, fate would   
    likely bring them together! 
They had a common mission: - “To fly into combat in C-47s, on D-Day!”    
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6.  Vito’s Early 8th AF A-20 Combat Missions 
 

 
 
Vito flew the A-20 aircraft into Belgium, Holland, and France, attacking coastal Nazi targets. 
These were the earliest 8th Air Force combat missions into Northern Europe, and very  
   dangerous. 
The American Squadron worked closely with the British Royal Air Force A-20s, which they  
    called the “Boston”, and provided to the RAF through our “lend-lease military assistance”. 
Like a fighter plane, the twin engine A-20 was fast and maneuverable, and flown by a single  
    Pilot, with a rear gunner. 
However, the A-20 light bombers were vulnerable to German fighter attack.  
RAF fighter Squadrons during these early days would provide protective fighter cover for the  
    A-20 missions. 
In addition to the 4000-pound capacity bomb bay, the A-20’s armaments include (6)   
    forward-firing 50 Caliber Machine guns mounted in the nose, and (2) more forward-facing 50  
    Caliber machine guns mounted in “blisters” on both sides of the nose. 
These forward firing machine guns provided devastating fire power during a low-level ground  
    attack on a target. 
 Vito completed (25) A-20 combat missions against Nazi targets on the continent. 
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7.  Jerry’s Flight Nurse Preparations for D-Day 
 

 
 
Jerry, and her best friend “Jerry”, were assigned in early 1943 to the newly formed 806th  
    Medical Air Evacuation Squadron, at Welford Park, England. 
Jerry was immediately very busy preparing for the influx of thousands of American airmen and  
    soldiers who would soon be arriving in England, to press the 8th and 9th Air Force air attacks  
    on Germany & to build-up forces in preparation for the D-Day Invasion.    
As a surgical nurse, she provided medical care, and assisted in surgery and hospital care for  
    American airmen and soldiers. 
Jerry participated in Troop Carrier and MEDEVAC training, planning, & exercises, intended to  
    prepare all the Airborne Assault forces for the dangerous D-Day mission ahead.  
Flight Nurses wore their blue flight suits and often needed cold weather flight gear. 
The Flight Nurse of the 806th MAES enjoyed the friendly welcome of the British people, who  
    were grateful for the American presence to “take the fight to Nazi Germany”. 
They enjoyed free moments exploring the quaint English towns and delightful English people. 
Jerry and her fellow Flight Nurses were “ready’ for their D-Day MEDEVC missions into the  
    Normandy beach-heads. 
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8.  Vito & Jerry’s Courtship & Marriage in England 
 

 
 
Although stationed on different bases in England, Vito & Jerry soon met in early 1943. 
They had something in common! 
Their common mission was to fly into combat in C-47s on D-Day! 
When they met in England, Jerry recalled having given Vito his shots, in a long line of other 
    airmen who soon would be going overseas. 
 Jerry said, “I remembered him, because he was such a handsome and dashing character”! 
Their initial friendship blossomed into a long-distance courtship in England. 
When possible, Vito flew various available aircraft to visit Jerry at her airbase. 
The American air bases provided clubs for social relaxation. 
Periodic special events, like the WWII Big Band sounds of the Glenn Miller Band, provided great    
    music & dancing for the overseas Americans. 
The very romantic English towns and countryside must have contributed to their engagement. 
Vito & Jerry were married in Reading, England, on 28 September, 1943, and honeymooned on  
    the southeast English coast. 
Through the military build-up of invasion forces in England, during 1943 to mid-’44, Vito and 
Jerry planned, prepared, and trained to be ready to execute their D-Day missions.    
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9.  Applying Airborne Assault Lessons Learned to D-Day 
 

 
 
In preparation for D-Day, the planners looked closely at recent US & Allied Air Assault missions 
There were several mishaps and many lessons learned from the major Allied Airborne Assault  
    into Sicily, on 10 July 1943. 
 

The Serious Mishaps included: 
1. Coordination between the invasion forces; 
2. “Friendly Fire” on C -47 Troop Carrier aircraft – (23) C-47s were mistaken as German Bombers  
        by our Naval Forces, and were shot down, with most aboard killed; 
3. Inadequate intelligence on the enemy strength and disposition; 
4. Locating the drop zones & closely dropping paratroopers on the DZs.  
 

Lessons Learned included: 
1. Better planning & coordination of the combined invasion forces; 
2. Better intelligence of enemy forces and disposition, and terrain intelligence & maps; 
3. Better C-47 aircrew and paratrooper training, including exercise rehearsals; 
4. Add markings on allied aircraft, and plan C-47 routes to avoid “friendly fire”; 
5. Use well trained C-47 Pathfinder aircrews and Pathfinder paratroopers to “lead the way”, to  
     find and mark the drop zones, before the “Main Body” jumps into their DZs. 
6. Better use of electronic equipment to find, mark the correct drop zones to ensure successful  
    deployment of all paratroopers on their assigned drop zone. 
7.  Attack at night when possible – for “surprise” and “the cover of darkness”. 
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10.  Vito’s 9th AF Pathfinder Troop Carrier D-Day Preparations 
 

 
 
Following Vito’s service flying 25 combat missions in the A-20, Vito asked to transfer to the  
    newly formed 9th Air Force Troop Carrier, to plan, prepare & train for D-Day. 
Vito was an experience combat pilot, flying the twin-engine A-20 aircraft to attack Nazi targets. 
As a result, he was assigned in 1943 as the Operations Officer of the new 9th Air Force  
    Pathfinder Troop Carrier Unit, Commanded by Lt. Col. Joel Crouch, a former C-47 airline pilot. 
The Pathfinder C-47 unit would be based at North Witham Airfield, in Lincolnshire, England. 
 

There was a great deal to do to get ready for D-Day, which would be sometime in 1944, and 
included: 
 

1.  The Planning: 
There was extensive and continuous planning & coordination for everything! 
They applied the Lessons Learned from Sicily and other prior air assault parachute drops. 
 

2. The Build-Up:  which Included: 
Construction of many new airfields in England. 
The arrival of thousands of aircraft, supplies, aircrews, and maintenance & support personnel. 
The extensive movement & staging many tons of Logistical supplies 
 

3. The Special Equipment: 
The Long-Range Aircraft Navigation System, called “GEE”, used radio signal triangulation to  
    determine the relative of position of the C-47 Troop Transports in flight to Normandy. 
The “Eureka – Rebecca” – Was a radio beacon transponder system to help the C-47 aircrews  
    accurately locate their specific drop zone. 
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The Eureka was a man-pack radio beacon transponder, with an antenna, carried by the  
    Pathfinders Paratroopers as they jumped, and then set-up quickly on the drop zone. 
The Rebecca was a directional homing antenna mounted on the nose of the lead C-47s, that 
    would transmit a signal, at a specific frequency, and be received by the Eureka ground  
    transponder beacon at their designated drop zone. 
The Eureka transponder would then automatically send a return signal, which would be  
    received by the Rebecca directional antenna mounted on the C-47’s nose. 
Mounted in the cockpit of the C-47 was the visual electronic display for the Rebecca system,  
    which the Navigator used to read-off his distance to the drop zone and the compass bearing. 
Visual DZ Markers:   Pathfinders carried with them and installed on the drop zone bright  
    upward-shinning Halophane Lights, and bright orange visual marking panels to identify the  
    drop zone from the air. 
 

4. The Training: 
Air Crews were generally newly graduated pilots, recently trained in flying the C-47, with  
    little to no experience in “tight” formation flying and night flying, and especially no combat  
    experience! 
“The Pathfinder School” was established at North Witham Airfield to train the Pathfinder  
    aircrews and conduct exercise rehearsal with Pathfinder Paratroopers. 
The Pathfinder School ensured the aircrews were proficient in formation flying, night flying,  
    navigation, the flight parameters for low-level parachute drops, and the Eureka-Rebecca  
    beacon homing System. 
The Pathfinder School trained the Pathfinder paratroopers in the operation of the Eureka radio  
    beacon system and marking the drop zones with lights and special marker panels. 
Additionally, the paratrooper units conducted their own paratrooper training and preparations  
    for the D-Day mission.  
Vito, as the Operations Officer, was responsible for the intensive Pathfinder School training  
    program.   It was a very busy time! 
Air Assault exercises were conducted over England “to rehearse” the C-47 aircrews and the  
    paratroopers of the 101st & 82nd AB Division, in “form-up” the formation of C-47 aircraft,  
    flying routes, finding the drop zones, dropping the Pathfinders all-together in a tight group,  
    marking the exercise drop zones with special “Eureka” homing beacon equipment, and  
    dropping the “Main Body” of paratroopers accurately on the DZ. 
Training was extensive, and the “Team” of Pathfinder aircrews and paratroopers were ready. 
 

5.  Normandy Intelligence:  
To adequately plan and prepare for the D-Day mission, Vito needed to be completely familiar  
    with the Normandy terrain and the current intelligence on enemy force disposition. 
 

6.  Pathfinder Aircrew Navigation & Terrain Familiarization 
The Pathfinder C-47 pilots were following pre-planned compass headings and turn points to  
    navigate across the English Channel, and follow a route over Normandy landscape to the DZ. 
The C-47 navigators tracked their flight progress.  
The British “GEE” long-range radio navigation system was based on triangulation, and  
    were installed in C-47s. 
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Using the Gee system, the Navigator received radio pulse signals from (3) widely separated  
    ground transmitters positioned in England. 
The C-47 navigator could determine the C-47’s position by triangulation of the (3) received  
     signals correlated on a special map with lattice lines covering the Normandy area. 
 However, the GEE system was inadequate for positioning the C-47 at the precise location of a  
    specific drop zone. 
Therefore, as the Pathfinder pilots crossed over the Cherbourg Peninsula into Normandy, at 700  
    feet altitude, they had to visually look down at the ground along their flight path to confirm  
    they were following the correct route to take them directly to their specific drop zone.   
Pathfinders did not have the use of the Eureka-Rebecca systems to guide them to the DZs, but  
    that system would soon guide the “main body” of C-47s directly to their designated DZ. 
As they grew closer to the drop zone area, the Pathfinder pilots, looking out the small cockpit  
    windows, had to anticipate and visually identify the actual drop zone, in time to turn on the  
    green light signal for the pathfinder paratroopers to jump, and accurately land close together  
    on the correct drop zone.  
To do this, the Pathfinder aircrews had to be completely familiar with the terrain  
    features along their routes they would fly over Normandy to reach their assigned drop zone. 
It was important for the Pathfinders to be dropped directly on the specific drop zone, so they  
    could quickly set-up their Eureka beacon and markers, in time for the Main Body of C-47s. 
The drop zones were relatively small, and there were flooded areas and German forces near-by. 
Vito instructed the Pathfinder pilots in memorizing the key terrain features all along the air  
    route compass heading they would fly. 
Vito and the Pathfinders used detailed maps of Normandy made from RAF reconnaissance  
    photographs by a group of ladies of our Army Map Service, called “The Military Mapping  
    Maidens”. 
Today we are so fortunate to have an original Military Mapping Maiden joining our webinar –  
    Bea McPherson, 98 years old, from Ohio. 
She is delightful, and shared with me her experiences at this special moment in our history.   
Welcome Bea!   We all thank you for your special service to our country. 
 

“The bottom line”:   The Pathfinders aircrews and paratroopers, along with all the Airborne 
Assault forces, were prepared and ready, and they had “One chance to get it right!” 
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11.  The Plan For D-Day Air Invasion 
 

 
 
What was the state of our D-Day Readiness at this critical moment in our history? 
 

Hitler had made a big mistake in not invading the British Iles, and leaving it to serve as an Allied 
staging base for an Invasion. 
His navy had essentially lost “the Battle of the Atlantic”, and American Invasion forces had  
    poured into England. 
His Air Force lost domination of the skies over Northern France. 
The 8th and 9th Air Forces, along with the Royal Air Force, had bombed and destroyed many key  
    strategic Nazi targets in North Coastal Europe, including railroads, which restricted German  
    movement. 
While Rommel’s coastal defenses were formidable, he “forgot to put a roof on Nazi Fortress  
    Europe!”. 
The Allied Airborne Forces would soon demonstrate his folly! 
French, Belgian and Dutch Partisan forces were in-place to disrupt and destroy key targets, and  
    delay movement of German reserve reinforcement troops, when given the notification. 
The Allied deception plan was working, which convinced Hitler the invasion would come at the  
    expected Pas-de-Calais, France, a much shorter distance from England than Normandy,  
    resulting in Hitler spreading his defensive forces and keeping many in reserve, in rear  
    locations, ready to move forward to push-back invasion forces wherever they attacked. 
The German Army was divided, and on the Eastern Front, they were losing ground to the Soviet  
    Army. 
German “wonder weapons” desperately tried to turn the tide for Germany.  
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Yet, even with these somewhat favorable conditions, the German forces were still very  
    formidable, and the Allies faced an uncertain victory. 
The Normandy countryside of small fields, separated by thick hedge rows, narrow sunken roads  
    and old narrow bridges, would be challenging to any invader, especially with additional  
    German flooded fields, glider obstacles, and major coastal and beach defenses. 
The allies also had to successfully move and set-up their “Mulberry” port to allow fast and  
    continuous off-load of equipment, supplies and soldiers, rolling-off directly from the ships. 
The Allies had once chance to get it right! 
Once in, there could be no turning back! 
 

By the summer of 1944, the Allied forces were trained and in-place, deception plans appeared  
    to be working, and detailed Invasion plans were well defined, rehearsed, and ready to  
    execute. 
The stage was set for the D-Day invasion of Normandy, in early June 1944. 
The unknown variable was the weather, and this factor would be the defining moment for  
    General Eisenhower, the Supreme Allied Commander. 
The D-Day Allied Air Assault Forces would be the “Tip of the Spear”, which would be driven into  
    the heart of Nazi Germany, to achieve our ultimate Victory in Europe, on 8 May 1945. 
 

The Plan for the Air Assault Mission: “Take and hold key bridges and road intersections miles  
    inland from the invasion beaches, to block the German reserve force advance to the invasion  
    beaches, until relieved by allied forces advancing from the beach head.” 
For maximum surprise, British glider forces would go in first, late on 5 June, to silently land,  
    take & hold the Pegasus Bridge and other key bridges. 
The American “Pathfinders would go in First”, moments later, comprised of (20) Pathfinder C- 
    47s, each with a “stick” of (18) Pathfinder paratroopers. 
Three Pathfinder C-47s are assigned to locate and drop Pathfinder paratroopers on each of the  
    (7) different drop zones behind Utah Beach. 
The initial mission of the Pathfinder Paratroopers would be to set up the Eureka radio homing  
    beacon and marking lights & panels on their specific drop zone. 
Once the Drop zone was marked, the Pathfinder paratroopers were prepared to defend their  
    position, and later join their Airborne unit to execute their broader mission in Normandy. 
Just behind the Pathfinders, by 15 to 30 minutes, would be the “Main Body” of 800+ C-47s, led  
    by the C-47 “That’s All Brother”. 
During the next several hours of darkness, the C-47 would drop some 13,000 paratroopers of  
    the 101st & 82nd Airborne Divisions, into the (7) drop zones, followed by gliders at daybreak. 
The paratroopers would jump “heavy”, each carrying approximately (90) pounds of gear –  
    including the ammunition needed to fight until relieved. 
The C-47 Troop Carriers would have protective fighter cover. 
 

The graphics show the planned C-47 routes. 
The C-47s and all allied participating aircraft would have (3) white stripes painted on their wings  
    to prevent “Friendly Fire”. 
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The Risks Were Many:   Including: 
Detection; weather, ground fire, paratroopers dropped too fast or too low, broken bones,  
    flooded fields, scattered forces, separated & lost, capture, and obstacles in the fields called  
    “Hitler’s Asparagus”. 
 

Ike feared that most of the Airborne forces would be killed or captured, but he knew they were  
    absolutely essential to the success of D-day. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

17 
 

12.  Vito’s Pathfinder C-47 Mission to Normandy Drop Zone “A” 
 

 
 
The lead Pathfinder C-47s would be piloted by Lt. Col. Joel Crouch & with Vito has his co-pilot. 
Twenty Pathfinder C-47 and their aircrews, & the 280 Pathfinder Paratroopers of the 101st  
    Airborne and 82nd Airborne Divisions, comprised the combined Pathfinder force “Team”. 
Their Mission:   Find and mark the (7) designated Drop Zones, in time before the “Main Body”  
    of hundreds of C-47s, with thousands of paratroopers of the 101st & 82nd AB Divisions, would  
    arrived over their assigned drop zone, 15-30 minutes later. 
The combined Air Assault Pathfinder force staged at North Witham airfield. 
Although the weather was poor, Ike said “Let’s Go!” 
Ike visited with the Pathfinders at North Witham, just before their take-off, late on 5 June. 
(20) Pathfinder C-47s took-off, formed-up in the air in a close formation, behind Col Crouch &  
    Vito’s lead aircraft.   
It was a dark night and the weather was clear over the English Channel, as they flew in   
    Formation, very low over the water to avoid German radar, in complete radio silence, with  
    only a single reward facing tail light in the darkness.  
Turning to fly a new heading toward the Normandy coast, they climbed to the planned 700’,  
    but as they approached the coast, they encountered very low and dense cloud cover, making  
    close formation flying very dangerous. 
They dropped some altitude, but gain only sporadic glimpses of the ground. 
They proceeded inland on the designated navigation heading to the drop zones. 
The Germans, hearing the sound of the C-47 engines, began to fire into the night’s sky.   
Tracer bullets all around them filled the sky with extreme danger.  
As Vito anticipated that his C-47 aircraft was approaching Drop Zone “A”, behind Utah Beach,  
    the clouds parted just long enough for Vito, looking out the cockpit window, to tell Col  
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    Crouch - “I can see we are over the drop zone”. 
Col Crouch immediately turned on the green “Jump Light” in the rear of the aircraft, to signal  
    the Pathfinders to “Jump”! 
Out they went, into the darkness, and “into history”, led by Captain Frank Lillyman. 
“The first Americans were on Normandy soil!” 
Once on the ground, the Pathfinder’s mission was to “mark the (7) drop zones” for the follow    
    on “main body” of (821) C-47 Troop Carrier aircraft, led by the C-47 “That’s All Brother”,  
    which were approximately 30 minutes behind the Pathfinders.   These C-47s would drop  
    thousands of 101st and 82nd Airborne Paratroopers into their specific Normandy Drop Zones.    
The “Main Body” of C-47s and Paratroopers would encounter the same low visibility, with  
    very intense ground fire, as the Germans had been awakened by the earlier Pathfinder C-47s. 
Many pilots took evasive action to evade ground fire, speeding-up or changing altitude, which  
    made it difficult and dangerous for the paratroopers to jump safely and land in the droop  
    zone. 
(29) C-47s would be shot-down by ground fire, and many of their crew & paratroopers killed. 
However, the overall Paratrooper losses would be far less than Ike anticipated, at 2,500. 
The Pathfinders and all the Paratroopers successfully executed their mission, and their bravery  
    and determination turned-out to be crucial to our ultimate D-Day success. 
Upon returning, Lt Col Crouch & Vito were ordered to report directly to Ike after their mission,  
    to report on what they saw. 
They then jumped back in their C-47, “to get in line” to take more paratroopers into Normandy. 
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13.  Jerry’s D-Day Air MEDEVAC C-47 Missions into Normandy 
 

 
 
Jerry’s Medical Air Evacuation C-47 missions began four days after D-Day, on 10 June 1944,  
    when combat conditions were relatively secure enough for the first C-47 aircraft, with a Flight  
    Nurse on-board, to land on dirt fields near the Normandy combat area, behind Utah beach. 
The aircraft were the actual C-47s used during the D-Day air assault, with only “D-Day Invasion  
    Stripes” markings, and were not marked with red crosses. 
They had fighter escort protection. 
The aircraft brought-in a cargo of urgently needed medical supplies, which were quickly  
    unloaded, so that (14) severely wounded soldiers on stretchers could be quickly loaded, and  
    stacked three high on side-mounted stretcher straps. 
They were on the ground a minimum time, before they took-off to return over the Channel, to  
    hospitals in England. 
Jerry was the single Flight Nurse was on-board, and her mission was to keep alive and care for  
    these severely wounded soldiers, while they were flown to awaiting hospitals in England. 
Jerry would recall having to perform emergence procedures to save the lives of soldiers. 
They would make the round-trip MEDEVAC flight regularly, as Invasion forces pushed inland. 
The Air MEDEVAC units and Flight Nurses would eventually relocate to makeshift bases in  
    France, to operate closer in-theater. 
Jerry and her fellow Flight Nurses would save the lives of many soldiers, and prove the worth of  
    the Air MEDEVAC flights with Flight Nurses on-board! 
 

 
 
 
14.  Loss of Vito’s Brother in B-24 Crash & Birth of Only Son 
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Vito and his family would have terrible news of the death of Vito’s brother, Stephen, 21 years  
    old, a B-24 Instructor Pilot, killed in a B-24 aircraft accident at Davis Monthan Airbase, AZ, 
    on 14 September 1944. 
His very special gravestone, depicting the B-24 crash, was hand carved.  
Jerry had separated from the service in late 1944, expecting a child. 
She went to Mount Vernon, NY, to stay with Vito’s family. 
Jerry recalled the cultural differences she experienced for the first time living with an Italian  
    family, especially during their morning the loss of their son. 
Vito & Jerry’s son was born on 30 Nov 1944, and named after Vito’s brother, Stephen Peter  
    Pedone. 
Vito remained in Europe flying C-47 missions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15.  Vito & Jerry’s 30 Year Air Force Career – “Defeat of NAZI Germany & Soviet Communism” 
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Vito and Jerry had an important part in our victory in WWII, and their story of military service    
    would continue. 
Vito rose to the rank of Colonel during his 30-year distinguished career in the U.S. Air Force.    
He continued serving in top-level assignments, during many important moments in our nation’s  
    history, completing a (30) year career in 1970. 
Vito and Jerry had contributed to our WWII victory over Nazi Germany, and the winning of the  
    the Cold War, which led to the ultimate demise of the Soviet Union, and the resulting  
    freedom for the Eastern Europe nations, so long under Soviet Communism domination. 
His personal contributions to our nation’s defense and freedom were significant and lasting. 
Vito & Jerry started and operated two successful business, following military retirement. 
Vito was interviewed by the History Channel.    
When asked if he was scared during his D-Day flight, Vito said: “You don’t have time to be  
    scared.   You just do your job.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16.  Vito’s Role in D-Day 50th Anniversary Celebrations – 1994 
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Vito had key role in planning and coordinating the 1994 50th Anniversary of D-Day, as  
    Co-Chairman of the D-Day Foundation, which include the planning for the special QE-2  
    voyage of many WWII veterans from New York City to Normandy, for the 50th anniversary  
    celebrations. 
Vito actively participated in several retired military associations, and was recognized by the 9th  
    Air Force with their “Great Warrior Award”. 
Unfortunately, his beloved wife, Jerry, had passed away from natural causes, in January 1992,  
    at age 72. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17.  Vito & Jerry Are Honored at Arlington – “There is No Greater Honor” 
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Vito and Jerry’s story ends at a very special place in our nation, Arlington National Cemetery,  
    where they lie together for eternity – “There is no greater honor”.      
Jerry passed away in 1992, at age 72, and Vito passed away in 2007, at age 87. 
Vito’s parents and brother are interned just behind Vito & Jerry. 
I have a baby son also interned in an adjacent grave, where my wife and I will eventually be. 
The (3) family gravesites are uniquely clustered together in the Old Section 13, in the “hallow”,  
    half-way between the Lee Mansion & The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
The tall Holly Tree along the road in front of the three family grave sites is a tribute in memory  
    of Major Glenn Miller, the popular band leader and composer, who brought America’s  
    favorite “big band sounds” to our troops staging in England, awaiting the D-Day invasion,  
    including Vito and Jerry. 
Jerry is also honored at the National Women in the Military Memorial, at Arlington’s Entrance. 
Vito’s sister, Anne, will eventually be beside her husband, a U.S. Army Helicopter Pilot, also  
    interned nearby in Arlington. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18.  Publication of Article - “The D-Day Pilot and Flight Nurse” 
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Vito & Jerry’s D-Day story is told in an article I prepared last year for the 75th D-Day Anniversary. 
The article was first published on the D-Day Squadron’s website in Jan 2019, & in the July 2019  
    issue of “FLY PAST” magazine, the UK’s top military aviation history magazine, with 
    world-wide circulation. 
The article also appears in many other magazine publications, websites, & museum historical  
    research data bases in the US, UK, France & Belgium. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19.  Remembering & Honoring Our Dads 
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Last year, Vito’s son & the daughter of Lt Col Joel Crouch, the lead D-Day Pathfinder C-47  
    pilot, were honored, along with their dad’s D-Day service, by the National Pathfinder  
    Association’s monument dedication at the National Airborne & Special Operations Museum,  
    in Fayetteville, NC  
This was a special moment and a great tribute to our dads! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
20.  Remembered & Honored at D-Day 75th Anniversary 
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Vito and Jerry were remembered & honored at the 75th D-Day Anniversary, last year. 
My wife, Ximena, and I participated in the special events in the UK and Normandy, France. 
We were with proud Americans of the “Miss Montana” C-47 tour group, and together we  
    experienced the warm and grateful reception of the many celebrating British, French, 
    Belgian & Dutch people attending the D-Day 75th Anniversary events everywhere we went,  
    many wearing WWII American Army uniforms, and driving WWII jeeps and combat vehicles! 
Our tour group were as surprised as I was, when visiting the D-Day Experience Museum near  
    Ste-Mere-Eglise, I pointed to a large Pathfinder display, which included a running video of  
   Vito & the lead Pathfinder C-47 aircrew, just before take-off for Normandy, late on 5 June ’44. 
What a great honor to Vito, and all his fellow Pathfinder’s D-Day service! 
I was especially honored to have flown in the D-Day Squadron’s “Miss Montana” C-47, over  
    the Normandy invasion beaches and drop zones. 
It was a very personal and moving moment for me, to think of what Vito & Jerry must have  
    experienced 75 years ago, flying over Normandy in C-47s, in harm’s way. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21.  Home Tribute to Family Military Service 
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Vito & Jerry are remembered at my home display of family military service. 
We are a proud American military service family. 
It is important for our next generations to know and appreciate their family & our nation’s  
   history. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22.  Victory in Europe “VE Day” 75th Anniversary - 8 May 2020 
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The D-Day “Operation Overlord” air and sea invasion was a total success, and marked the  
    beginning of the road to ultimate “Victory in Europe”, on 8 May 1945.  
Vito and Jerry’s  “D-Day Pilot and Flight Nurse” story endures in our history, reflecting our 
“Greatest Generation”, which left a legacy of service and sacrifice to our nation and the world,  
    in a terrible time of war, thus securing our freedom.  
On this 75th Anniversary of our WWII “Victory in Europe”, “VE-Day”, this Friday, 8 May,  
    we should all pause to remember and honor all who served during this important moment in  
    our history, and the many who paid the ultimate sacrifice to secure our freedom. 
“We are forever grateful to them, and we will never forget them” 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

I thank the Commemorative Air Force for this special opportunity to share their D-Day story. 
 

Thank you for participating in the webinar. 
 

------------------------------------------------- 

Continued … 
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Webinar Video on You Tube:          https://youtu.be/DX3ruF1pmws 

“THE D-DAY PILOT AND THE FLIGHT NURSE” 

Their story is one of duty, bravery, and love. In the face of danger, Capt. Vito Pedone and 1st Lt. 
Geraldine (Jerry) Curtis (Pedone), met and fell in love while serving overseas. Vito Pedone, was 
the co-pilot who flew the lead D-Day Pathfinder Troop Carrier C-47. Jerry Pedone was a Flight 
Nurse with the 806th Medical Air Evacuation Squadron in England. On June 10th 1944, she 
began flying regular air evacuation missions in the same C-47 as her husband to bring wounded 
soldiers from Normandy back to England. After WWII, Vito and Jerry’s story of military service 
would continue. Learn about how Vito would rise to the rank of Colonel during his 30-year 
distinguished career in the U.S. Air Force, participating in many important moments in our 
nation’s history. By his side, Jerry played an important diplomatic role during their assignments 
around the world with both foreign military officers and government leaders, contributing to 
our Cold War strength. Their son, Steve Pedone, Lt. Col., USAF, Retired, will tell the story of his 
parents, Vito and Jerry. A story that reflects the Greatest Generation’s legacy of service and 
sacrifice to secure our freedom. 

 

https://youtu.be/DX3ruF1pmws

