
 Commonwealth News 
We will take a leading role in achieving a fairer world for Commonwealth citizens by 

connecting, convening and equipping people to advance the values of the 
Commonwealth. 

 

The Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) is a network of 
individuals and organisations committed to improving 
the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens across 
the world. Through youth empowerment, education and 
high-level advocacy, the Society champions the 
importance of literacy, equality and inclusion, the 
environment and connected communities across the 
Commonwealth’s 54 member nations. The Society’s 

unique position within the Commonwealth family 
allows it to play a pivotal role in convening and 
connecting the Commonwealth’s political and 
diplomatic representatives, as well as industry, civil 
society, academic and business leaders, on a wide range 
of issues. Founded in 1868, the RCS is non-partisan, 
independent of governments and relies on public 
generosity to achieve its mission. 
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Queen’s Birthday Celebrations 

CHOGM 

Welcome to the May 2022 edition for of the RCS Victoria Branch 

Commonwealth News.  

As we continue on our journey to re-engage after the last two years of 

lockdowns, we have found that we will from time to time experience 

hiccups. One of those recently meant the cancellation of the April 

ANZAC dinner. 

We look forward to seeing you at the next lunch on Sunday the 15th of 

May. 

We want to improve the lives and prospects of 
all Commonwealth citizens 

 

  
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Presidents Report 

MAY LUNCH 
Date: Sunday 15th May 2022  
Speaker: Angela Randall 
Topic: Kiwanis Organisation 
Time: 12.00pm for 12.30pm 
$50.00 Members    $60.00 Guests  
Rsvp: Thursday 12th May 2022 

ST GEORGES DAY DINNER 
Where: Gables on Finch, 15 Finch Street Malvern 
Date: Saturday 21st May 2022 
Time: 6:30pm for 7pm 
Rsvp: rsstgmelbourne@gmail.com 
 
JUNE DINNER 
Date: Saturday 11th June 2022  
Topic: The Queen’s Birthday Celebration 
Time: 6.00pm for 6.30pm 
$70.00 Members    $80.00 Guests  
Rsvp: Friday 3rd June 2022 
Note: This is a Black Tie event (miniature medals) 

Cinema 
Elizabeth: A Portrait in Parts 
From famed director, Roger Michell (Notting Hill, The 
Duke) comes ELIZABETH, a nostalgic yet modern 
documentary on the life of Queen Elizabeth II; the 
longest-lived, longest reigning British monarch and 
longest serving female head of state in history. 
 
This movie is currently showing at selected small 
cinemas as a matinée screening. Please let us know if 
you need assistance locating your nearest screening 
 
Free Online Event 
Edinburgh Castle, The Royal Mile and Arthur's Seat 
13th May 2022 Free https://www.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
Online Event 
Crown & Sceptre: a new history of the British 
Monarchy 
10th June 2022 £15 https://www.eventbrite.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In June we are planning to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee with 
a Black-Tie event, and the evening will be about the past 70 
years of Her Majesty’s reign. 
Please keep safe, 
Lloyd Byrne 
President 
RCS Victoria 

 

 

Dear Fellows, Members and Friends, 
My best wishes to all during this unusual time as Covid is still 
having an impact on many of us. 
With Easter now over I hope we can get back to some normality.  
Unfortunately, we were forced to cancel our Anzac Day Dinner, 
due mainly to Covid issues but Easter was also a part of the 
problem. 
The Council has longed to change some dates for our Functions, 
and May will see the Luncheon being held on Sunday 15th May, 
we would welcome feedback on the changes. 
Lois and I spent April with our grand-children in Queensland, 
a very enjoyable time after 18 months of Zoom calls. 
The Queens Essay Competition’s has finally announced the 
Topics for this year (see attached). 
With Commonwealth Games only 90 days away The 
Birmingham 2022 Queens Baton Relay was farewelled from 
Buckingham Palace on the 7th October by Her Majesty the 
Queen, The Earl of Wessex, and Dame Louise Martin DBE, the 
President of the Commonwealth Games Committee. 
The Baton passed through Australia in March and currently is 
travelling around the Caribbean and will arrive in Canada late 
May, before returning to United Kingdom for the start of the 
Commonwealth Games on 28th July. 
Preparations for the International Meeting to be held in 
Melbourne 26,27,28th September are proceeding, the IM website 
will be available in about 2 weeks and the adjustments to the 
programme are now complete, as we lock in subject matter 
experts and our key-note guest speaker. 

2022 EVENTS CALENDAR 
 

mailto:rsstgmelbourne@gmail.com
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/


  

Women’s Group Message 

 

Luncheon: 
 
The next luncheon will take place on Sunday 15th May at 12 
noon for 12.30 p.m. We look forward to welcoming many of you 
to the lunch.  Angela Randall, Councillor and member of the 
Women’s Group will be the speaker, her topic Kiwanis of which 
she is a long-time member. Angela says “Kiwanis is an 
international organisation specifically for disadvantaged 
Children. We belong to the 'Australia District' which is broken 
down into a number of Divisions. Our main charity we support 
nationally is HeartKids, we also support the Children First 
Foundation and finally the Acute Leucoblastic leucaemia (ALL). 
Each State also support local projects of various organisations 
which I will talk about”. 
There will be a small raffle. Future luncheons for 2022 are 
Thursday 11th August and Thursday 3rd November Oaks Day. 

 
Elisabeth Newman A.M,  
Convener of the Women’s Group 
Ph. 03 9699 9170  
email: elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com 

 

Mother’s Day @ Gables on Finch: 
 
The Gables on Finch are celebrating its first Mother’s Day 
weekend on the 7th and 8th of May. 
If you would like to spoil your mother Gables on Finch are 
offering special discounts to RCS Victoria Members. 
For more information or to book, contact Simon on: 
03 9629 5477 or info@gablesonfinch.com.au 
 
 

 
 

The Queen travelled to her Norfolk estate where she 
celebrated her 96th birthday in low-key fashion at the 
farmhouse where the Duke of Edinburgh spent much of 
his retirement. 
The monarch flew from Windsor Castle to her 
Sandringham estate where she is likely to spend several 
days at Wood Farm, the home Prince Philip moved to 
after his retirement in August 2017. 
A new photograph was issued to mark the occasion. The 
portrait, released by the Royal Windsor Horse Show, 
shows her holding the reins of two white ponies, against 
a magnolia tree backdrop and was taken last month by 
Henry Dallal in the grounds of Windsor Castle. 

The Queen’s Birthday Celebrations 

 

CHOGM Rwanda 2022 

 The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting 2022 will take place during the week of 20 June 2022, in Kigali, Rwanda. 
Commonwealth leaders will travel to Rwanda to reaffirm their common values and agree actions and policies to improve 
the lives of all their citizens.  
CHOGM was due to take place in June 2020 but was postponed twice due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
To support CHOGM on social media, please use and follow hashtag #CHOGM2022. Follow Commonwealth Secretariat on 
Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram for CHOGM updates. A full social media toolkit will be available soon.  
 
The theme for CHOGM 2022 is ‘Delivering a Common Future: Connecting, Innovating, Transforming.’ Leaders will discuss 
how to deliver the areas which were discussed at CHOGM 2018 in London, which had the theme ‘Towards a Common 
Future’. 

mailto:info@gablesonfinch.com.au


 

 

 

Contact Details Platinum Jubilee commemorative 
memorabilia 

 Australia Post, the Perth Mint and the Royal Australian Mint have 
announced commemorative memorabilia to mark Her Majesty The Queen's 
Platinum Jubilee. 
Two new stamps have been released by Australia Post, a $1.10 stamp 
featuring imagery of The Queen at the beginning of her reign; and the $3.50 
stamp of The Queen in present day. 
The $1.10 stamp portrays an iconic image from The Queen’s 1952 photo shoot 
by official royal photographer, Dorothy Wilding. The photo shoot 
contributed to creating the likeness of The Queen for new coins and 
banknotes upon her accession. 
The $3.50 stamp includes the photograph by Max Mumby of The Queen 
attending an event to mark the centenary of British Airways in 2019. 
Both stamps feature a graphic rendition of St Edward's Crown, as well as the 
colour platinum in recognition of the Platinum Jubilee. A range of 
collectables accompanies the stamp release. 
 

The Perth Mint, the nation’s leading gold producer, has released a trio of 
coins marking The Queen's 70 years of dedication and service to Australia. 
The coins – two gold, and one silver – feature an identical design including 
the Shield of the Royal Coat of Arms alongside the floral emblems of 
England, Ireland, Scotland, Australia; and The Queen’s first (1953) and 
current (2019) coin effigies 
 

The Royal Australian Mint, the sole producer of Australia's circulating coins, 
will release a commemorative 50c coin from 5 May. The coin will depict 
intertwining golden wattle branches, the national floral emblem of Australia; 
and the lily of the valley flowers, The Queen's favourite flower. The centre of 
the coin will include The Queen's Royal Cypher. 
Inspired by the iconic 1977 Silver Jubilee 50c coin, the Platinum Jubilee coin 
will also feature a fan of 70 crowns set behind a central St Edward's Crown. 
For more information on the commemorative memorabilia visit the links 
below. 

• Australia Post 

• Perth Mint 

• Royal Australian Mint 
 

The Royal Commonwealth 
Society Victoria Branch  

 

"Gables on Finch" 

15 Finch Street 

Malvern East 

Victoria 

03 9571 5688 

 

PO Box 31 Caulfield East 

Victoria 3145 
 

Victoria: www.rcsvic.org 

Global: www.royalcwsociety.org 

 

admin@rcsvic.org 

 

 

  

General Banking 

Commonwealth Bank 
 BSB: 063-301  
A/C: 10483586 

 
Donations & charitable giving 

Commonwealth Bank 
BSB: 063-301  

A/C: 10486533 
 

EFTPOS/Credit Cards is available 

at all functions. 

https://newsroom.auspost.com.au/article/australia-post-celebrates-platinum-jubilee-of-queen-elizabeth-ii
https://www.perthmint.com/news/media-announcements/collector/perth-mint-commemorates-queen-elizabeth-iis-platinum-jubilee/
https://www.ramint.gov.au/publications/royal-australian-mint-unveils-commemorative-coin-queens-platinum-jubilee?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=History&utm_content=platinum_jubilee_HM_Queen_Elizabeth_II

