
 Commonwealth News 
We will take a leading role in achieving a fairer world for Commonwealth citizens by 

connecting, convening and equipping people to advance the values of the 
Commonwealth. 

 

The Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) is a network of 
individuals and organisations committed to improving 
the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens 
across the world. Through youth empowerment, 
education and high-level advocacy, the Society 
champions the importance of literacy, equality and 
inclusion, the environment and connected communities 
across the Commonwealth’s 54 member nations. The 

Society’s unique position within the Commonwealth 
family allows it to play a pivotal role in convening and 
connecting the Commonwealth’s political and 
diplomatic representatives, as well as industry, civil 
society, academic and business leaders, on a wide range 
of issues. Founded in 1868, the RCS is non-partisan, 
independent of governments and relies on public 
generosity to achieve its mission. 
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Welcome to the January and February edition for 2022 of the RCS 

Victoria Branch Commonwealth News.  

As we enter this new year we are already reminded of the importance 

of the Commonwealth of Nations through the response to the natural 

disaster in Tonga. Both Australia and New Zealand acted quickly to 

support our Pacific friends. Our Branch is currently looking at ways 

we will provide support. 

This also marks our new century, one where we are looking forward 

to exciting opportunities and building relationships that strengthen 

our work. We look forward to you joining us in this exciting time. 

We want to improve the lives and prospects of 
all Commonwealth citizens 

 

  
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Presidents Report 

MEMBERSHIPS FOR 2022  
It’s now that time of year when memberships 
fall due. Memberships are for the calendar year 
and need to be renewed by the 1st of January 
each year. Payments can be made directly in to 
our account, by mail or at the next events.  
 
EFTPOS and Credit Card facilities are available 
at all events. 

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON 
Next luncheon: Thursday 10h February 2022 
Guest speaker: Loretta Simmons 
Title: Accession: Queen Elizabeth II: Platinum 
Jubilee 
Time: 12.00pm for 12.30pm 
RSVP by Friday 5th February 2022 
Cost $50.00 Members    $60.00 Guests  
 
 

MARCH DINNER - Commonwealth Day Dinner 
Members are invited to attend the annual 
Commonwealth Day Dinner. The dinner will be 
celebrated with other members from the CBCS. 
Date: Thursday 10th March 2022 
Where: Gables on Finch, 15 Finch Street Malvern 
East,  
Time: 6:30pm for 7:00pm start 
Cost: $90.00 pp 
RSVP: 3rd March 2022 
 
Accession Day Service 2022 Melbourne 
Members of the RCS Victoria Branch are invited to 
attend a service to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of 
the accession of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 
Date: 6th February, 2022,  
Where: All Saints Anglican Church, St Kilda East 
Time: 5:00pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 

the past 20 years.  It is this support that makes a real 
difference. 
The COVID Pandemic continues to provide a problem for 
some of our activities. We have to work within the Heath 
requirements, and we continue to operate at The Gables 
within these guidelines. 
 
We have been liaising closely with our Head Quarters in 
London regarding our International Meeting. The meeting 
has been rescheduled to go ahead later this year. A formal 
announcement will be sent to all Fellows and Members in 
the next week. 
 
On a National level, James has been developing a new 
National Charter for the RCS Branches across Australia. 
The aim will be to bring us all closer and provide 
opportunities for us to work effectively together. There will 
be more to come on this. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all again soon. Please refer 
to Announcements regarding our Functions in the coming 
months. 
 
Lloyd Byrne FRCSV 
President 
RCS Victoria 
 

 

Dear Fellows, Member and Friends, 

 
Welcome to 2022 and the start of our new century and what 
will be an exciting time for our Branch. 
 
At our AGM in December our Council was re-elected with 
the addition of Angela Randall, and Tony Geraghty, this 
new Council will play a very important roll into the future 
of the RCS. At the end of January, the Council are having a 
Planning Day to set new directions for the Branch going 
forward and I expect some very important changes to come 
from that day. The Council have been considering new ideas 
and possibilities for some time and the feedback at the AGM 
from Members reinforced these and what they would like to 
see. There will be a detailed report in our March newsletter. 
 
On the same night as our AGM, we were delighted to host a 
small reception for the Queen’s Essay Competition. Whilst 
not all Victoria entrants were able to attend, it was a pleasure 
hearing the stories of our next generation of leaders. 
 
At our Gala Christmas Function as part of our Centenary 
Celebration we awarded two Honorary Life Fellowships. 
These were awarded to two women Fellows, Ms. Loretta 
Simmons, and Mrs Elisabeth Bettoni. Both women were 
recognised for their extraordinary support and work over 

2022 EVENTS CALENDAR 
 



  

Women’s Group Message 
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Luncheon: 
It is with pleasure that we look to welcoming you to the 
Royal Commonwealth Society for the first luncheon of the 
year on Thursday 10th February 2022. The luncheon will 
be an important festive occasion to celebrate the Platinum 
Jubilee. Loretta Simmons will engage us in her 
presentation “Accession: Queen Elizabeth II: Platinum 
Jubilee” We hope to see you all at this celebration of a 
great event. You are welcome to invite guests. 
As is our wont at luncheon, we will have a small raffle. 
We plan four luncheons for the year; the other three will 
be on Thursday 12th May, 11th August and 10th November. 
 
Women’s Group News: 
The Women’s Group Committee members trust you have 
all had a pleasant Festive Season. We wish you a Happy 
New Year; may 2022 bring all that you wish for. With 
Lunar New Year falling on 1stFebruary, for those of you 

 

who celebrate this event, may the Year of the Tiger be 
kind to you.   
 
Our heart goes out to the Small Island State of the 
Kingdom of Tonga and its people following the 
devastating volcanic eruption. As you will recall the 
RCS supported primary education for many years and 
I had the privilege of visiting on two occasions. I have 
fond memories of these visits and of the people I met. 
Once tele-communications are better established, I will 
try to contact Sui Cocker who, very ably, oversaw the 
education project. She lives in the old family home in 
the centre of Nuku’alofa. 
 
Elisabeth Newman A.M,  
Convener of the Women’s Group.  
Ph. 9699 9170  
email: elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com. 
 

PICTURES FROM OUR EVENTS 

 



 

 

 

 

Contact Details 
 

 

The Royal Commonwealth 
Society Victoria Branch  

 

"Gables on Finch" 

15 Finch Street 

Malvern East 

Victoria 

03 9571 5688 

 

PO Box 31 Caulfield East 

Victoria 3145 
 

Victoria: www.rcsvic.org 

Global: www.royalcwsociety.org 

 

admin@rcsvic.org 

 

  

General Banking 

Commonwealth Bank 
 BSB: 063-301  
A/C: 10483586 

 
Donations & charitable giving 

Commonwealth Bank 
BSB: 063-301  

A/C: 10486533 
 

EFTPOS/Credit Cards is available 

at all functions. 

HM QUEEN ELIZABETH II  
PLATINUM JUBILEE 

On 6th February this year Her Majesty The Queen will become the first British 
Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, marking 70 years of service to the people 
of the United Kingdom, the Realms and the Commonwealth. 
To celebrate this unprecedented anniversary, events and initiatives will take place 
throughout the year, culminating in a four day UK bank holiday weekend from 
Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June. The bank holiday will provide an opportunity for 
communities and people throughout the United Kingdom to come together to 
celebrate the historic milestone. 
The four days of celebrations will include public events and community activities, 
as well as national moments of reflection on The Queen’s 70 years of service. 
In addition, initiatives including The Queen’s Green Canopy and the Platinum 
Pudding competition will create a lasting reminder of The Queen’s Jubilee, while 
The Queen’s private estates will also join in with special Jubilee themed events 
offering more opportunities for members of the public to celebrate the historic 
milestone. 
Thursday 2nd June 2022 
The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping the Colour):  Over 1,400 parading 
soldiers, 200 horses and 400 musicians will come together in the traditional 
Parade to mark The Queen's official birthday, usually held on the second 
Saturday in June.  
Beginning at Buckingham Palace, the Parade will move down The Mall to 
Horse Guard's Parade, joined by Members of the Royal Family on horseback 
and in carriages. The Parade will close with the traditional RAF fly -past, 
watched by The Queen and Members of the Royal Family from the Buckingham 
Palace balcony. 
Tickets for this incredible spectacular are available to the public and 
applications for the ballot are open until the end of February. Please 
visit qbp.army.mod.uk from the week commencing 17 January 2022 to apply. 
Platinum Jubilee Beacons: The United Kingdom’s long tradition of celebrating 
Royal Jubilees, Weddings and Coronations with the lighting of beacons will be 
continued to mark the Platinum Jubilee. Over 1,500 beacons will be lit 
throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK 
Overseas Territories. 
For the first time, beacons will also be lit in each of the capital cities of the 
Commonwealth countries to celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jub ilee. 
The Principal beacon will be lit in a special ceremony at Buckingham Palace. 
 

There will be year-long Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
throughout the United Kingdom, the Commonwealth 
and around the world as communities come together to 
celebrate The Queen’s historic reign. 

 

https://qbp.army.mod.uk/

