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Commonwealth News 
We will take a leading role in achieving a fairer world for Commonwealth citizens by 

connecting, convening and equipping people to advance the values of the 
Commonwealth. 

 

The Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) is a network of 
individuals and organisations committed to improving 
the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens 
across the world. Through youth empowerment, 
education and high-level advocacy, the Society 
champions the importance of literacy, equality and 
inclusion, the environment and connected communities 
across the Commonwealth’s 54 member nations. The 

Society’s unique position within the Commonwealth 
family allows it to play a pivotal role in convening and 
connecting the Commonwealth’s political and 
diplomatic representatives, as well as industry, civil 
society, academic and business leaders, on a wide range 
of issues. Founded in 1868, the RCS is non-partisan, 
independent of governments and relies on public 
generosity to achieve its mission. 
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RCS Vic Historic 

Highlights 1990’s 

 

Welcome to the September 2021 edition of RCS Victoria Branch 

Commonwealth News.  

Our August & September gatherings have yet again been the latest 

covid cancellations, therefore lets all look forward to better days 

ahead, particularly the October Black Tie Centenary Dinner.  

Our timeline of the 100 years of RCS Victoria continues with the 

1990’s featured in this issue.  

Please stay safe and look out for those who maybe needing extra care 

during these tough times.   

We want to improve the lives and prospects of 
all Commonwealth citizens 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Presidents Report 

SEPTEMBER DINNER  
DATE: Cancelled due to restrictions 
GUEST SPEAKER: Mr Josh Wanganeen, from 
Victorian Aboriginal Community Services Assoc 
SUBJECT: Reconciliation & treaty in Victoria 
 

OCTOBER GALA DINNER 
WHERE: Gables on Finch 
‘The Gables’ 15 Finch St Malvern East 
HONOURARY GUEST: To be confirmed 
DATE: Thursday 14th October 2021 
TIME: 6:30pm  
DRESS: Black Tie 
COST: $75/$90 
RSVP: Friday 8th October 2021 
please email Simon on admin@rcsvic.org 
 
 

Webinar: Historic Houses of Queens 

Date: 14th September 2021 9:00am AEST 
Queens, New York, boasts a rich history of dozens of 
poorly publicized but historically impressive houses.  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/historic-houses-of-queens-
tickets-164906079523?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch&keep_tld=1 
 
Webinar: The Queen’s Painting 
Date: 14th September 2021 9:30pm AEST 
From the Early Renaissance period to the Victorian era 
and beyond 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-queens-paintings-
the-royal-art-collection-tickets-
164980524189?aff=ebdssbeac 
 
Webinar: The Royal Art Collection 
Date: 28th September 2021 11:00pm AEST 
When Elizabeth II came to the throne, she inherited a 
picture collection to rival any in the world  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/online-the-royal-art-
collection-the-queens-paintings-tickets-
165286952725?aff=ebdssbeac 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Dear Fellows, Members & friends, 

Another month of lockdown has passed and I hope that 
September brings some welcome relief to all of us. 

August lunch was another covid causality, and I’m not 
too hopeful that September dinner will take place either. 

Planning for our 100-year celebration dinner is still 
proceeding. We have organised an Australian wide 
national meeting to coincide with our October Gala 
Dinner so our interstate friends can attend. 

We have invited the Governor General to our October 
Gala Dinner and expect to hear back from his office in a 
couple of weeks with confirmation of attendance. 

I am hoping restrictions lift soon as M/s Loretta 
Simmons FRCSV has organised a radio interview on 
Golden Days Radio with myself to discuss the history of 
the society and what the future holds and promote our 
100-year dinner. 

Lloyd Byrne 

President 
RCS Victoria 

2021 EVENTS CALENDAR 
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Women’s Group Message 
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Regrettably the August luncheon had to be cancelled due to 
the lockdown. The next luncheon will be on 11th November. 
Being the last for the year and the end of the RCS Vic 
centenary celebrations it will be a festive occasion.  
In the meantime, there is some terrific webinars to keep us all 
interested. The Queens Paintings and the Royal Art Collection 
both held during September so please put both these in your 
calendar. Details of how to join these are in the 
Announcements section of the newsletter.  
I share a letter from Her Excellency the Governor of Victoria, 
the Hon. Linda Dessau AC and Mr Anthony Howard AM QC 
to the organisations of which they are Patrons. This letter is 
attached to the end of this newsletter and is also available to 
view in video format.  
www.governor.vic.gov.au/all-news/message-governor-
victoria-4 
Please keep well and stay safe. 
 
Elisabeth Newman AM  
Women’s Group Convenor 
elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com 
ph 03 9699 9170 
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Nominations open for 2022 Commonwealth Youth Award  
Celebrating contributions by young people  

The aim of the awards is to celebrate the outstanding contributions by young 

people delivering development and progress in Commonwealth countries & 

communities towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

Announcing the 2022 edition of the awards on International Youth Day, 

Commonwealth Secretary-General The Rt Hon Patricia Scotland QC said: 

“As well as being a global health emergency, the COVID-19 pandemic is 

resulting in social & economic crises which are severely affecting young people 

& have far-reaching consequences for their lives and future careers. 

“Yet even in these times of such uncertainty and upheaval, we are inspired by 

young people whose imagination and leadership are helping to mobilise positive 

responses so that our nations & communities can build back better & with greater 

resilience.” 

She added: “The awards are a golden opportunity for these heroes, & those who 

work with them, admire them or benefit from what they are doing, to put 

forward their innovations and initiatives for recognition by the Commonwealth 

& to bring them to global attention. 

“By sharing their inspiring example far more widely, we & many millions of 

people of all ages worldwide will learn about new and practical ways to deliver 

a safer, fairer, more inclusive & more sustainable future for all.”  

Prizes 

Young people from the 54 Commonwealth countries can enter five regional 

categories: Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Europe and Canada, and the Pacific.  

An independent pan-Commonwealth jury will judge the nominations based on 

their impact, sustainability and innovation. 

The jury will shortlist 20 finalists, who will each receive a trophy, a certificate 

and £1,000 in cash, & from them, five regional award recipients will be chosen 

and will receive an additional £2,000. 

One of the regional award recipients will be accorded further recognition as 

Commonwealth Young Person of the Year and a total cash prize of £5,000. 

To mark the celebration next year of the Platinum Jubilee of the Head of the 

Commonwealth, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, the Queen’s Commonwealth 

Trust (QCT) has joined as a partner to offer to a selected applicant two years of 

flexible funding of £20, 000 a year, as well as coaching opportunities and 

organisational development support. 

The finalists and regional winners will be announced during Commonwealth 

Week in March 2022. 

Source:https://thecommonwealth.org/media/news/nominations-open-2022-commonwealth-

youth-awards 

 

Contact Details 
 

 

The Royal Commonwealth 
Society Victoria Branch  

 

"Gables on Finch" 

15 Finch Street 

Malvern East 

Victoria 

03 9571 5688 

 

PO Box 31 Caulfield East 

Victoria 3145 
 

Victoria: www.rcsvic.org 

Global: www.royalcwsociety.org 

 

admin@rcsvic.org 

 

  

General Banking 

Commonwealth Bank 
 BSB: 063-301  
A/C: 10483586 

 
Donations & charitable giving 

Commonwealth Bank 
BSB: 063-301  

A/C: 10486533 
 

EFTPOS/Credit Cards is available 

at all functions. 

News from around The Commonwealth 

https://www.queenscommonwealthtrust.org/
https://www.queenscommonwealthtrust.org/


 

 


