
 

Commonwealth News 
We will take a leading role in achieving a fairer world for Commonwealth citizens by 

connecting, convening and equipping people to advance the values of the 
Commonwealth. 

 

Welcome to 2020 and welcome 

to the new format of our local 

newsletter. Our year in Victoria 

has started with a number of 

natural disasters impacting on 

the lives and communities of 

our State. We would like to 

thank the support of the various 

emergency service and 

organisations who have 

responded during this time. The 

Victoria Branch has made a 

donation to the CFA to support 

their continuing efforts in 

keeping Victorians safe.  

As The Royal Commonwealth 

Society Victoria Branch heads 

towards its 100-year celebration, 

plans are underway to create a 

number of events to mark this 

significant milestone. The 

Council have started putting 

together an organising group 

made up of interested members. 

Please speak to a Council 

member if you would like to 

assist. 

The Royal Commonwealth Society (RCS) is a network of 
individuals and organisations committed to improving 
the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens 
across the world. Through youth empowerment, 
education and high-level advocacy, the Society 
champions the importance of literacy, equality and 
inclusion, the environment and connected communities 
across the Commonwealth’s 53 member nations. The 

Society’s unique position within the Commonwealth 
family allows it to play a pivotal role in convening and 
connecting the Commonwealth’s political and diplomatic 
representatives, as well as industry, civil society, 
academic and business leaders, on a wide range of 
issues. Founded in 1868, the RCS is non-partisan, 
independent of governments and relies on public 
generosity to achieve its mission. 
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 Luncheon 27th February 2020 

Scams and Conmen  

Guest speaker is Mr. Brian 

Williams Regional Officer 

Consumer Affairs Victoria. He 

will be discussing scams and 

Con-men and how to protect 

yourself. 

TIME: 12:30pm – Two-course 

lunch with drinks 

RSVP: by 19th February 2020 

COST: $45 Members $55 non 

members 

Dinner 12th March 2020 

Commonwealth Day Dinner. 

The RCS Victoria Branch in 

partnership with the CBCS will 

be hosting the Annual 

Commonwealth Day Dinner at 

the Gables 

TIME: 6:30pm – Drinks & 

Canapés on arrival, Dinner & 

Dessert  

RSVP: by 4th March 2020 

COST: $65 Members $75 non 

members 

 

 

Future Events 

Membership Reminder 

Membership subscriptions were 
due on the 1st of January 2020. 

Payments can be made by 
cheque or by direct transfer. 

Please see details on final page 

Thank you to those who have 
paid already.  

The first luncheon of the year will be on Thursday 27th 
February when we will welcome Mr Brian Williams, 
Regional Officer at Consumer Affairs Victoria Dept. 
Justice Box Hill Service Centre.  Brian’s topic will be 
“Scams and Fake Tradies”, intrusions into daily life that 
we are increasingly bothered by, regardless of age or 
where we live within the Commonwealth. Financial 
scams, many originating in Commonwealth Countries 
are particularly annoying. Brian’s presentation will focus 
on the role of Consumer affairs, here in Victoria, in 
overcoming scams particularly those aimed at older 

Women’s Group News for February 2020 
 

The Women’s Group wishes all members of 
the RCS a successful 2020. 

 

Victorians, how to identify them and protect oneself. 

Brian commenced his working life as a qualified 
accountant before taking up the teaching of accountancy. 
He has taught in London, Singapore, Penang and Beijing; 
following retirement from teaching in 20O7 Brian started 
work with Consumer Affairs transferring, in 2009, to the 
then new Department of Justice Centre in Box Hill. 

The Councillors and Members of the Women’s Group 
Committee look forward to welcoming you to the 
luncheon at which there will be a raffle. 

The Women’s group pays respect, in thoughts and 
prayers, to those who have died or suffered in the 
devastating fires with the loss of property and livelihood 
and the huge loss of fauna and flora. 

Apart from the luncheon on 27th February, the Women’s 
Group Committee is planning another three luncheons 
with interesting speakers for Thursdays 28th May, 27th 
Aug. and 26th Nov. Raffles will be held at the luncheons 
and at some dinners in support of the Society’s charitable 
giving. 

 

 



The RCS Victoria Branch would like to congratulate 

two of our members for their recent recognition in the 

Australia Day Honours List 2020. 

Mrs Elisabeth Newman AM,  
 
For significant service to women at the national and 
international level.  
 
National Council of Women Victoria  

  President, since 2017.  

  Vice-President, 2016, 2011, 1994, 1984.  

  Executive Committee Member, 2014, 1992, 1987.  

  Health Advisor, 1983-1989.; Acting Health Advisor, 1998-
2002  

  Public Officer, 1989.  

  Delegate, 1976-1984; Individual Member, since 1985. 
National Council of Women Australia  

  Board Member, since 2017.  

  Health Advisor, 1994-2000.  
International Council of Women  

  Vice-President, 2012-2018.  

  Board Member, 2009-2012.  

  International Health Advisor, 2000-2006.   Coordinator 

General Wellbeing Sub-Committee, 2006-2009.  

  Joint Coordinator Standing Committees, 2009-2018.  
Royal Commonwealth Society, Victorian Branch 

Royal Commonwealth Society Victoria Branch 
Members Recognised 

  Women's Group Secretary/Convenor, since 2007. 

  Council Member, since 2005.  

  Victorian Member, since 1971 (joined in the UK in 1962)  
Community  

  Member, Christ Church St Kilda, ongoing.  

  Member, Australian Garden History Society, current. 

  Former Member, several associations including 
Women's Health West; Royal Overseas League; and VCOSS.  

 

The Honourable Edward Baillieu AO,  
 
For distinguished service to the people and Parliament of 
Victoria, particularly as Premier, and to international 
engagement.  
 

Mr Baillieu is an Honorary Member of the Royal 
Commonwealth Society Victoria Branch. Mr Baillieu 
supported our branch with the Centenary Celebrations for 
World War I over a number of years. 

 

Congratulations to both Elisabeth and Ted for their 

outstanding work in the community! 



 

New Zealand 
 
The inaugural RCS Writers 
Workshop was hosted by RCS 
Canterbury working in partnership 
with the Canterbury Office of the 
Ministry of Education. RCS 

Canterbury were supported by RCS 
Headquarters (including extensive 
liaison with Clarence House) and the 
office of the NZ Regional 
Coordinator, the Royal Visit Office 

and management and staff of 
Tūranga, Christchurch City Library. 
The Duchess of Cornwall toured both 
workshops meeting the Facilitators 
and engaging with the students and 
hearing something of what they had 
been working on. All the students 
really got behind their workshop 
assignments and the caliber of the 
work produced by them was of a high 
standard. 

 

Delivering a Common 
Future: Connecting, Innovating, 

Transforming 

This theme was chosen because the 

governments and people of our 

diverse family of 53 Commonwealth 

countries connect at many levels 

through extensive and deep-rooted 

networks of friendship and goodwill. 

Together, the countries and people of 

the Commonwealth tackle climate 

change and its impacts.  We work to 

find sustainable ways of using the 

natural resources of our planet, its 

land and ocean, so that our 

environment is protected. Together, 

we work to build peace and harmony 

through social and democratic 

development. Together, we encourage 

inclusive economic empowerment 

and fair trade so that all people, 

particularly women, young people 

and those in marginalised 

communities can share the fruits of 

progress and prosperity. Together, we 

are delivering a common future by 

connecting, innovating and 

transforming our societies. 

 

News from around the Commonwealth 

The Duchess of Cornwall 
with New Zealand student 
winners from the Queens 

Essay Competition  

Contact 

Details 

The Royal 
Commonwealth Society 

Victoria Branch  
"The Gables" 

15 Finch Street 

East Malvern 

Victoria 

03 95715688 

 

PO Box 31 East Caulfield 

Victoria 3145 
 

Victoria: www.rcsvic.org 

Global: www.thesrcs.org 
 

rcsvic@bigpond.com 

Banking details 
  

General and function 
banking 

CBA, BSB no: 063 -301 Acc 
no: 10483586 

Donations and charitable 
giving 

CBA, BSB no: 063 -301 Acc 
no: 10486533 

EFTPOS is now available at 

all functions 

Commonwealth Theme for 
2020 

 


