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COMMONWEALTH NEWS 

 
 A history in common, a future in progress  
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for 
Profit Society committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens. Through youth 
empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and the 
values of the Commonwealth. We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across 
the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked through their common history and shared values.  
Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria  

150
th

 Anniversary - 26
th

 June 2018 – London 

100th Anniversary – 08
th

 February 2021 – Victoria 

 
 

COMMOMWEALTH DAY 11TH MARCH 
                   70 YEARS YOUNG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Calendar of Events 
Dinners  

 
12th December 2019 
Black Tie dinner. Join us in celebrating 
Christmas and the end of year with food 
and musical entertainment. 

 

2020 Calendar of Events 
Luncheons 
 

27th February 2020 
Guest speaker – Mr Brian Williams. 
Theme – Scams and Con-men 
 

Other dates and events will be listed in 
the January newsletter. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

RSC Victoria Banking Details 

General and function banking 

CBA, BSB no: 063 -301 Acc no: 10483586 

Donations and charitable giving 

CBA, BSB no: 063 -301 Acc no: 10486533 

EFTPOS is now available at all functions 

Luncheon 27
th

 February 2020 
Guest speaker is Mr. Brian Williams Regional Officer Consumer 

Affairs Victoria. He will be discussing scams and Con-men and 

how to protect yourself. 

TIME: 12:30pm – Two-course lunch with drinks 

RSVP: by 19
th
 February 2020 

COST: $45 Members $55 non members 

 

Dinner 12
th

 December 2019 
Please join us for an evening of festive musical entertainment at our 

annual Christmas Dinner to celebrate our friendships and 

achievements in 2019. This is a Black Tie event; decorations and 

traditional attire may be worn. 

TIME: 6:30pm – Drinks & Canapés on arrival, Dinner & Dessert 

RSVP: Friday 6th December 2019 

COST: $75 Members or $85 Guests/non-members 
There will be a charitable auction during the evening. 

 

 



       
 

 
The Commonwealth offers opportunities for the people, governments and institutions of this richly diverse 
worldwide family of nations to connect and cooperate at many levels through far-reaching and deep-rooted 
networks of friendship and goodwill. These are being celebrated in the 2019 theme ‘A Connected 
Commonwealth’, and in a broad range of Commonwealth events and activities through the year. 

2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the formation of the Commonwealth as it is configured today, with old 
ties and new links enabling cooperation towards social, political and economic development which is both 
inclusive and sustainable. The values and principles around which the 53 member countries and their 2.4 
billion people connect are brought together in the Commonwealth Charter. 

Essay Competition 2019: 
This year we saw a record number of participants from Victoria enter in the Queen’s Essay Competition. Of 
those 125 entries our students received the following awards – 5 Gold, 17 Silver and 24 Bronze. 
As many of you were aware we did have an award night planned, however due to some technical 
difficulties we were required to postpone the event. There will be a new date announced early in the New 
Year. 

 
Annual General Meeting: 
The RCS Victoria branch recently held its AGM. The meeting was well attended by members interested in 
securing the future of the organisation. All members of the Council were re-elected to their respective 
positions. Reports from the meeting will be made available to members via our website in due course. 

 
Christmas Dinner 2019: 
This year we will again celebrate the end of the year with a Black Tie Christmas celebration. We will have 
musical entertainment on the evening along with other festive treats. There will be an auction on the 
evening, items include Christmas cakes made by Elisabeth Bettoni, and framed photo portraits of Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

 
Women’s Group News for December 2019 
 
Luncheon:  
It was wonderful to have some 24 members and guests present at the last luncheon of the year which, 
thanks to the Women’s Group was a festive occasion. Helen Fairweather’s presentation about the music of 
the Pacific Region, with a focus on the Commonwealth Nations of the area, was fascinating. On behalf of 
Dr Fairweather, the RCS Victoria branch made a donation of $500 to the Healing Foundation for projects 
assisting Torres Straight Islander people. 
 
The Women’s Group Committee is planning four luncheons for next year, 2020 with interesting speakers. 
So please keep Thursdays 27th Feb, 28th May, 27th Aug. and 26th Nov. free. At the first luncheon in 
February Mr Brian Williams Regional Officer for Consumer Affairs Victoria South Eastern Metropolitan 
Region, will be the speaker whose topic will be Scams and Con-men which ought to be of interests to 
everyone. The Councillors and members of the Women’s Group Committee look forward to welcoming you 
to the luncheon at which there will be a raffle. 
 
Members of the Women’s Group Committee wish all Members of the RCS a joyous and safe Christmas 
Season and look forward to seeing you all next year. We also wish you good health and happiness in 2020. 
 
The Royal Commonwealth Society has recently re-joined the National Council of Women of Victoria 
(NCWV) of which it was a member for very many years till the 1980s The aims and objectives of both 



organisations are very similar as are the plans for action. NCWV, founded in 1902, is a not-for-profit, 
umbrella organisation with broadly humanitarian objectives, with thirty Organisations affiliated and a similar 
number of Individual Members, from across Melbourne, regional and rural Victoria. Organisations include 
the Victorian Medical Women’s Society the Australian Women’s Local Government Association, Soroptimist 
International, Melbourne Legacy (Widows), various alumni associations, the National Council of Jewish 
Women, Uniting Church Victoria & Tasmania Synod Adult fellowship, diaspora  groups such as the 
Ukrainian Women’s Association of Australia (Victorian)), National Chinese Australian Women’s Association, 
Australasian Centre for Human Rights and Health. 
The National Council of Women of Australia was founded in 1931 to give the Constituent Councils a united 
voice, a necessity when communicating with the Federal Government and the International Council of 
Women (ICW-CIF).  ICW-CIIF is the oldest truly international women’s organisation, founded in the US in 
1888.  It has consultative status with United Nations Economic and Social Council which allows 
representation at the UN in all three centres, viz. NY, Geneva, and Vienna; it also has representation at 
some UN agencies. 
 
The common aim is to work for the well-being of women and their families: the right to physical safety, to 
education at all levels, and to receive equal pay for equal work. It is agreed that violence in the home and 
public places is a crime, as is discrimination on the basis of gender, race or marital status. The Council 
partners with professionals, policy makers and the community, to become more informed on issues of the 
day and to take action where appropriate, including making submissions to Government, to Parliamentary 
Committees and other inquiries. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Climate Action and the Commonwealth 

 
The Royal Commonwealth Society is pleased to announce that The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay 
Competition 2020 was launched in Christchurch, New Zealand by the Society's Vice-Patron HRH The 
Duchess of Cornwall on the theme 'Climate Action and the Commonwealth'. 
 
Building upon the 2019 theme of A Connected Commonwealth, this year’s topics draw on the increasing 
youth movement across the Commonwealth and the ongoing climate crisis. Young people are called upon 
to consider their position and power in bringing about change, and how the Commonwealth can be used as 
a tool for positive action. Our Final Panel of expert judges described entries to the competition in 2019 as 
‘massively memorable’, ‘original’ and ‘very powerful’. We expect a similarly high calibre of writing for 2020. 
For 2020, we want to hear from all young people, regardless of age, education or region.  All stories are 
important and all voices matter. 
 



 
Commonwealth heads of government to meet in Rwanda June 2020 meeting will focus on connecting, 
innovating and transforming. 
 
The next Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) has been officially launched in a video 
message from the President of Rwanda and the Commonwealth Secretary-General. 
 
President Paul Kagame and Secretary-General Patricia Scotland announced that CHOGM 2020 will be held 
at the Kigali Convention Centre during the week starting 22 June. 
Leaders from all 53 Commonwealth countries are expected to attend. 
 
The theme for the meeting is ‘Delivering A Common Future: Connecting, Innovating, Transforming’. 
Five sub-themes have been identified for discussion: Governance and Rule of Law, ICT and Innovation, 
Youth, Environment, and Trade. 
 
The RCS Victoria Branch will keep you updated on any news from CHOGM 2020 and how it relates to our 
activities. 

 

The Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust Reception 

 
 

Her Majesty The Queen recently hosted an evening reception to celebrate the work  of The Queen 
Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Trust.  
 
The Trust was set up by Commonwealth Heads of Government in 2012 with two main goals: to help 
prevent avoidable blindness and to empower a new generation of young leaders. Its mission is to 
leave a lasting legacy owned by the whole Commonwealth, in honour of Her Majesty. The Trust's 
work will end as planned in 2020. 

 
On behalf of the Council of the Royal Commonwealth Society Victoria Branch, we wish you all a 

merry Christmas and prosperous 2020. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE IN OUR NEWLETTER PLEASE HAVE IT TO THE RCS 
VICTORIA OFFICE NO LATER THAN THE 20th OF EACH MONTH. 


