
 

 
THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY 

“The Gables”, 15 FINCH ST, EAST MALVERN, VICTORIA , AUSTRALIA 

Phone:   03 9571 5688 

November 2019 

COMMONWEALTH NEWS 

 
 A history in common, a future in progress  
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for 
Profit Society committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens. Through youth 
empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and the 
values of the Commonwealth. We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across 
the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked through their common history and shared values.  
Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria  

150
th

 Anniversary - 26
th

 June 2018 – London 

100th Anniversary – 08
th

 February 2021 – Victoria 

 
 

COMMOMWEALTH DAY 11TH MARCH 
                   70 YEARS YOUNG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Calendar of Events 
Luncheons 
 
28th November       
Guest Speaker - Dr Helen Fairweather - 
Traditional music from Pacific nations 

Dinners  

 
AGM and Essay Completion Awards 
26th November - AGM at 5:30pm - 
Award Ceremony at 6:30pm. This is a 
free event for those attending the AGM. 
 
!!!!!!! AGM NOTICE ON LAST PAGE!!!!!!! 
 
12th December 
Black Tie dinner. Join us in celebrating 
Christmas and the end of year with food 
and musical entertainment. 
 
Other dates to be advised as interesting 
speakers and Topics present themselves. 

______________________________ 

 

RSC Victoria Banking Details 
General and function banking 

CBA, BSB no: 063 -301 Acc no: 10483586 

Donations and charitable giving 

CBA, BSB no: 063 -301 Acc no: 10486533 

EFTPOS is now available at all functions 

AGM & Essay Competition Awards  

Tuesday 26th November 2019 
Our 2019 Annual General Meeting will be followed by the award 

ceremony for the Queen's Essay Competition  
DATE & TIME: Tuesday 26th November at 5:30pm AGM - 6:30pm Award ceremony  

RSVP: by Thursday 21st November 2019 

COST: The award ceremony is a free event for fellows and members but is conditional on 

attending the AGM. This event will include cocktails and canapés. 

Luncheon Thursday 28th November 2019 
Our guest speaker at the November luncheon will be Dr Helen 

Fairweather. Helen will be discussing her research into traditional 

music of a number of the Commonwealth Pacific nations and the influence 

of the London Missionary Society. 

TIME: 12:30pm – Two-course lunch with drinks 

RSVP: by Thursday 21st November 2019 

COST: $45 Members $55 non members 

Raffle: There will be a raffle on the day. Prizes include a hamper, home-

made preserves, books and candles. Tickets are 3 for $5 

 

 



       
 

 
The Commonwealth offers opportunities for the people, governments and institutions of this richly diverse 
worldwide family of nations to connect and cooperate at many levels through far-reaching and deep-rooted 
networks of friendship and goodwill. These are being celebrated in the 2019 theme ‘A Connected 
Commonwealth’, and in a broad range of Commonwealth events and activities through the year. 

2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the formation of the Commonwealth as it is configured today, with old 
ties and new links enabling cooperation towards social, political and economic development which is both 
inclusive and sustainable. The values and principles around which the 53 member countries and their 2.4 
billion people connect are brought together in the Commonwealth Charter. 

October Dinner 
At our dinner on the 10th of October we were delighted to explore the theme of Rule of Law with Melbourne 
Lawyer, Alex Lewenberg. The Rule of Law is another of the Commonwealth values we are seeking to 
highlight and support. As a principle, the rule of law seeks to recognise the supremacy of the law. It is 
based on the simple premise that no one should be above the law. The international community 
acknowledges the rule of law as a precursor to the successful promotion of development and democracy, 
and respect and adherence to it is recognised by Commonwealth governments as a fundamental 
Commonwealth value. 
Mr Lewenberg shared his understanding of how the Rule of Law was established and how it is interpreted 
today. Mr Lewenberg highlighted the separation of powers between the judiciary and lawmakers. He also 
drew upon the current case of "Lawyer X" and how this relates to the fundamental premise of Rule of Law. 
There was plenty of opportunity to join in the discussion and ask questions at the end with many taking the 
opportunity to indulge their curiosity. 
 

To thank Mr Lewenberg for his knowledge and time, a donation was made to Youth Law. Youth Law is a 

specialist legal service that supports some of Victoria's most vulnerable young people. 

Women’s Group News for November 2019 - Provided by Elisabeth Newman 

November Luncheon: 
The fourth and final luncheon for the year will be on 28th November 2019. This, with the compliments of the 
women’s group, will be, as usual, a festive occasion with a few special treats so please keep the date free 
and bring friends.  
The speaker is to be Dr Helen Fairweather, a musical anthropologist. Helen’s doctoral thesis was a cross-
disciplinary study, drawing upon her interests in both music and material anthropology. In support of her 
field research in the Cook Islands, Helen was awarded various scholarships, including the prestigious Lady 
Leitch Scholarship from the Australian Federation of University Women. Sponsored by the Australian 
Institute of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Studies, Helen’s research at this time focused on the 
influence of Christianity on the music cultures of eastern Torres Strait. This is an area of research interest 
for Helen that has continued until the present. 
Helen’s talk will focus on the London Missionary Society (LMS) and its role in the transculturation of 
Protestant hymnody across various island groups in the South Pacific. Beginning in what is now French 
Polynesia in the eastern Pacific, Helen traces the movement of a particular genre of hymn, island-hopping 
westward with the LMS until reaching the eastern Torres Strait Islands in Australia’s north. 
The Women’s Group look forward to welcoming members of the Society to this, the last luncheon of the 
year. 
 

Women's Group 
At the meeting of the Women’s group James McCarthy explained that as the Women’s group was no 
longer mentioned in the Constitution it would now be subcommittee of the RCS Victoria. We were informed 



that with the Society now registered as a Charity, the Women’s Group could no longer have its own bank 
account. A formal ‘Terms of Reference’ will be established by the Council soon. As mentioned earlier, the 
Women’s Group bank account has been closed and all money has been transferred to the RCS Charitable 
Trust Fund account. The Women’s Group will continue to function much as it has been but without its own 
bank account. All moneys raised will go to the Trust Fund; the RCS will be responsible for expenses such 
as the luncheons. The Convenor of the Women’s Group will be a Council member. It was voted by a show 
of hands that Elisabeth Newman will remain as the Convenor of the Women’s Group. The committee 
members of the Women's Group are to remain as Elisabeth Bettoni, Loretta Simmons and Jan Prassas. 
 

The group will continue to arrange and host four luncheons a year. The first luncheon for 2020 will be on 
27th February 2020 for which planning is underway. 

 
Charitable Giving 
The Women’s Group‘s principle function is not only to host the luncheons but to support the Society in 
raising funds for Charitable Giving.  As reported previously, a dedicated bank account has been set up for 
this purpose. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please consider donating to the “One Step at a Time” fund, set up by Lloyd Byrne, our President in memory 
of John Colston. This fund is managed by the Peter MacCallum Cancer Foundation; all donations are tax 
deductible. The link is: https://give.everydayhero.com/au/john-colston-cancer-fund 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

  
20 Million Trees Programme Australia 

 
The 20 Million Trees Programme is an Australian Government commitment under the National Landcare Programme 

to deliver 20 million trees by 2020 to re-establish green corridors and urban forests, providing habitat to support 

threatened species and sequestering carbon from the atmosphere.  

 
Established with a funding commitment of $70 million, the programme has worked cooperatively with local 
communities since 2014 to undertake projects throughout urban and regional Australia. Native trees and 

other native plants are being planted on both public and private land, providing community and 
environmental benefit at the local level. To date over 21,597 participants have volunteered in project 

activities and 42 participants have completed formal training courses. 

 
The Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy is an initiative of the Royal Commonwealth Society. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Annual End of Year Luncheon 

Monday 25th November 2019 12 noon – 2.15 pm. at Angliss Restaurant Building E, 550 Little Lonsdale Street (near Spencer 

Street) Melbourne No street parking is available. 

Guest Speaker: – Selba Gondonza Luka Founder of Afro-Aus Care, a charitable organisation supporting troubled African and 

other CALD youth 

Westall Secondary College will provide a musical segment 
Further details or to purchase tickets please go: http://ncwvic.org.au/ or contact mobile : 0447 351 234 or email: info@ncwvic.org.au  

The Royal Commonwealth Society is a proud member and supporter of the National Council of Women Victoria. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

IF YOU HAVE SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE IN OUR NEWLETTER PLEASE HAVE IT TO THE RCS VICTORIA OFFICE NO 

LATER THAN THE 20th OF EACH MONTH. 
.......................................................................................... 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgive.everydayhero.com%2Fau%2Fjohn-colston-cancer-fund&data=02%7C01%7C%7C767c4d54e0cb42d2809b08d6d8cf657f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636934782612210163&sdata=EEzaiOmdsDYAej6rHzA%2FSJKtJ9RlUz5bVBJ1FbPMg%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
http://ncwvic.org.au/
mailto:info@ncwvic.org.au


 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE 98TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 

ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY - Victorian branch will be held at “The Gables”, 15 Finch 

Street, East Malvern on Tuesday the 26
th

 of November 2019, commencing at 5.30 PM. punctually, for the 

purpose of: 

A. To receive and adopt the Councils Annual Report for the 2018-2019 year. 

B. To receive and consider the Audited Accounts, Balance Sheet, Income and Expenditure 

Statement for the year ended 30 June 2019 

C. To elect the following Office Bearers for the year 2019-2020 

   President   

   Vice President 

   Secretary  

   Treasurer  

2 Branch Councillors   

 As per the constitution, the above Office Bearers retire and can stand for re-election.  

D. To raise any business other than that would not normally be conducted at a General Meeting. 

 21 days notice shall be given and must be received at the administrative office 14 days prior to 

the meeting. 

BY ORDER OF THE BRANCH COUNCIL 

DATED  25th October 2019 

 

James McCarthy 

Vice President 

Please note that a Fellow may cast a vote in person at the A.G.M. meeting or by PROXY.  

Fellows must be current financial members. 

************************************************************************ 

APPOINTMENT OF PROXY – for AGM Tuesday 26
th

 November 2019 

 

 

I,………………………………………….of…………………………………………... 

 

Being a member of the above named Society appoint 

       …………………………………. 

 

Of…………………………………………………… 

 

Or failing him or her,  ……………………………………………………………… 

If no person is named above, the Chair of the meeting as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the 

(Annual or Extraordinary as the case maybe) general meeting of the Society, to be held on the   26
th

 day of 

November 2019 and any adjournment thereof. 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………….Date…………………………. 

 

This form can to be used in favour of/ or against* resolutions. 

*Strike out whichever is not desired.  

 

NB: PROXIES MUST BE LODGED WITH THE SOCIETY ADMINISTRATION OFFICE:  

In person: “the GABLES” 15 FINCH ST, EAST MALVERN.  

via mail:  PO BOX 31, East Caulfield, Victoria   3145 

via email: rcsvic@bigpond.com 

By close of business on the 12
th

 November 2019.  


