
 

 
THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY 

“The Gables”, 15 FINCH ST, EAST MALVERN, VICTORIA , AUSTRALIA 

Phone:   03 9571 5688 

 MARCH  - APRIL 2019      

COMMONWEALTH NEWS 

 
 A history in common, a future in progress  
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for 
Profit Society committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens. Through youth 
empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and the 
values of the Commonwealth. We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across 
the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked through their common history and shared values.  
Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria  
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 Anniversary - 26
th

 June 2018 – London 

100th Anniversary – 08
th

 February 2021 – Victoria 
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2019 Calendar of Events 
Day time 
 23rd May    GUEST  Speaker 
22nd August   GUEST Speaker 
28th November  GUEST Speaker 

Night Time – Dates. Themes based 

around Who we are, what we do and 
what affects you. 
Thursday 14th March 
GUEST SPEAKER -  the Commonwealth, 
World Issues , International Peace & 
Security 
11th April, 
GUEST SPEAKER - Community, History 
and Fellowship 
13th June, 
GUEST SPEAKER  - Culture, Human Rights 
Tolerance, Respect And Understanding 
12th September 
GUEST SPEAKER - Sustainable 
Development & Protecting The 
Environment 
10th October 
GUEST SPEAKER - Equality , Rule Of Law, 
Access To Health, Education, Food And 
Shelter 
12th December 
End of Year wrap up – how we did and 
what is to come, as well as Fellowship 
 
Other dates to be advised as interesting 
speakers and Topics present themselves. 

 

COMMONWEALTH DAY - DINNER:  
COMBINED  
 RCS & COUNCIL OF BRITISH & COMMONWEALTH SOCIETIES 

Thursday 14
th

 MARCH 2019    

TIME: 630hr – Drinks & Canapés 2 Course Dinner & 

Dessert  

SPEAKER: Mr. Reginald Hodgson 
Consul for Fiji and Solomon Islands 

TOPIC:- Update on Commonwealth and Australia's 
relations with the Pacific Islands 

RSVP:  by WEDNESDAY 6
th

 MARCH 

WHERE: The Gables – Finch Street – Offstreet 

Parking 

COST: $65 Members  $ 75 Members Guests 

 



       
 

 
The Commonwealth offers opportunities for the people, governments and institutions of this richly diverse worldwide 
family of nations to connect and cooperate at many levels through far-reaching and deep-rooted networks of 
friendship and goodwill. These are being celebrated in the 2019 theme ‘A Connected Commonwealth’, and in a broad 
range of Commonwealth events and activities through the year. 

2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the formation of the Commonwealth as it is configured today, with old ties and 
new links enabling cooperation towards social, political and economic development which is both inclusive and 
sustainable. The values and principles around which the 53 member countries and their 2.4 billion people connect are 
brought together in the Commonwealth Charter. 

The theme ‘A Connected Commonwealth’ encourages collaboration to protect natural resources and the environment 
– particularly, with the adoption in 2018 of the Commonwealth Blue Charter, of the ocean which connects so many 
member countries. Under the Connectivity Agenda for Trade and Investment there is increased cooperation on trade 
and investment towards inclusive economic empowerment so that all people, particularly women, youth and 
marginalised communities, are able to share the fruit of progress and prosperity. 

A new Commonwealth theme is proposed each year by representatives of the Commonwealth civil society 
organisations to the Secretary-General of the Commonwealth, and presented for approval by Her Majesty The Queen, 
Head of the Commonwealth. It guides activities through the year, including events to mark Commonwealth Day, which 
since 1977 has been celebrated annually on the second Monday in March. 

On 11 March this year people in Commonwealth countries in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Americas, the Pacific 
and Europe will observe the day with a range of activities, including faith and civic gatherings, debates, school 
assemblies, flag raising ceremonies, street parties and cultural events. 

In London, where the Commonwealth Secretariat headquarters are based, there will be a multicultural, multi-faith 
service at Westminster Abbey drawing together testimonies, performances and readings from throughout the 
Commonwealth. The event will feature a procession of Commonwealth flags, with young flag bearers representing 
each of the 53 nations of the Commonwealth. 

 

Commonwealth in Focus: 

Fiji 

Region:   Pacific 

Did you know:  

The Commonwealth Local Government Forum has its Pacific regional office in Suva, where it works to promote and strengthen 

democratic local government and encourage the exchange of good practice in the Pacific region. 

The country is an archipelago of about 300 islands (100 inhabited) and 540 islets, spread over three million sq km, and has some 

1,130 km of coastline. 

Key facts 
Joined Commonwealth: 1970 (rejoined in 1997 after ten-year lapse) 

Population: 881,000 (2013) 

GDP:  1.2% p.a. 1990–2013 

UN HDI:  world ranking 88 

Official language:  English 

Timezone:  GMT plus 12 

Currency:  Fiji dollar (F$) 

Geography 
Area:  18,333 sq km 

Coastline: 1,130km 

http://thecommonwealth.org/regions/pacific


Capital city: Suva 

Population density (per sq. km):  48 

The Republic of Fiji lies 1,850 km north of Auckland, New Zealand, and 2,800 km north-east of Sydney, Australia. It consists of 

about 300 islands (100 inhabited) and 540 islets, spread over three million sq km. It is surrounded by the island groups of 

(clockwise from north) Tuvalu, Wallis and Futuna, Tonga, New Caledonia, Vanuatu and Solomon Islands. The largest islands are 

Viti Levu (‘Great Fiji’), Vanua Levu, Taveuni and Kadavu. 

Main towns:  

Suva (capital, pop. 194,900 in 2010, comprising Nasinu 88,600 and Lami 20,600), Nausori (55,500), Lautoka (55,200), Nadi 

(47,000) and Ba (16,200) on Viti Levu; and Labasa (28,400) on Vanua Levu. 

Transport:  

3,440 km of roads, 49 per cent paved. The network is vulnerable to flooding and hurricane damage. A coastal road encircles Viti 

Levu, linked by smaller roads to the villages of the interior. 

Lautoka, in the north-west of Viti Levu, is the main port; others are Suva, Levuka and Savusavu. Ferry services operate between 

the larger islands. 

The main international airport is in western Viti Levu, at Nadi. Nausori, near Suva, is the hub for inter-island flights, and receives 

some international services. Most islands have airports or landing strips. 

International relations:  

Fiji is a member of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States, Non-Aligned Movement, Pacific Community, Pacific 

Islands Forum, United Nations and World Trade Organization. 

Topography:  

Much of Fiji is volcanic in origin, with the larger islands featuring heavily populated coastal plains and uninhabited mountainous 

interiors. Many of the smaller islands have coral reefs. The highest point is Mt Tomanivi on Viti Levu (1,323 metres). The main 

rivers are the Sigatoka, Rewa and Ba on Viti Levu and the Dreketi on Vanua Levu; their deltas contain most of the country’s 

arable land. 

Climate:  

 The climate is tropical and oceanic. South-east trade winds prevail; day temperatures range from 20 to 29°C and humidity is high. 

The rainy season is November to March throughout the country, though there is rain during June–September. On average, the 

country is affected by a hurricane every other year, for example Cyclone Ami in January 2003. 

Environment:  

The most significant environmental issues are deforestation and soil erosion. 

Vegetation:  

The distribution of the rainfall is the determining factor in the country’s vegetation. Dense forests and coastal mangrove swamps 

are found in the east and grasslands, with coconut palms on the coasts, in the west. Forest covers 56 per cent of the land area. 

Indigenous sandalwood resources were exhausted in the 19th century. 

Wildlife:  

Fiji is home to six species of bat, including four fruit bats (flying-foxes), and the Polynesian rat. All other mammals have been 

introduced, mainly during the 19th and 20th centuries. There are more than 100 species of birds, 14 of which are endangered 

(2012), and several snakes and lizards, including the recently discovered crested iguana. Fiji’s waters contain turtles, sharks, eels 

and prawns. 

   
 

More information Website: www.fiji.gov.fj 

  

http://www.fiji.gov.fj/


Solomon Islands 

Region:  Pacific 

Did you know:  

The Commonwealth Youth Programme Pacific Centre is based in Honiara; it promotes youth development in 14 Pacific countries 

with a total population of some 31 million. The country is an archipelago consisting of a double chain of rocky islands and some 

small coral islands; the rocky islands are remarkable for their steep rugged mountains, of which the highest, Makarakomburu, on 

Guadalcanal Island, rises to 2,293m. Some 79% of Solomon Islands is covered by forest, though this area declined at 0.2% p.a. 

1990–2010. 

Key facts 
Joined Commonwealth:  1978 

Population: 561,000 (2013) 

GDP: p.c. growth: 0.5% p.a. 1990–2013 

UN HDI: 2014: world ranking 157 

Official language: English 

Timezone: GMT plus 11hr 

Currency: Solomon Islands dollar (SI$) 

Geography 
Area: 28,370 sq km 

Coastline: 5,310km 

Capital city: Honiara 

Population density (per sq. km): 20 

Solomon Islands, an archipelago in the south-west Pacific, consists of a double chain of rocky islands and some small coral 

islands. The major islands are Guadalcanal, Choiseul, Santa Isabel, New Georgia, Malaita and Makira (or San Cristobal). Vanuatu 

is the nearest neighbour to the south-east where the archipelago tapers off into a series of smaller islands. Its nearest neighbour to 

the west is Papua New Guinea. 

The country comprises the capital territory of Honiara and nine provinces, namely Central (provincial capital Tulagi), Choiseul 

(Taro Island), Guadalcanal (Honiara), Isabel (Buala), Makira and Ulawa (Kirakira), Malaita (Auki), Rennell and Bellona (Tigoa), 

Temotu (Lata), Western (Gizo). 

Main towns:  

Honiara (capital, pop. 63,300 in 2010) on Guadalcanal, Auki (6,800) on Malaita, Munda (4,900) on New Georgia, Gizo (4,500) on 

Gizo in the New Georgia Islands, Uruuru (3,300) on Malaita, Buala (2,800) on Santa Isabel, Yandina (2,600) on Mbanika in the 

Russell Islands, Kirakira (2,000) on Makira, Tulagi (1,700) on Nggela Sule, Taro Island (1,200), Lata (630) on Ndeni in the Santa 

Cruz Islands and Tigoa (580) on Rennell and Bellona. 

Transport:  

There are 1,390 km of roads (mainly on Guadalcanal and Malaita), 2.4 per cent paved, with some 470 km of main roads, the rest 

private rural-access roads. The terrain is mountainous and there is heavy rainfall making road conditions unpredictable. 

The international ports are Honiara (on Guadalcanal) and Yandina (on Rennell Island); other significant ports are Gizo and Noro 

(on New Georgia). Ferries ply between the islands. The international airport is at Henderson Field, 13 km east of Honiara. 

International relations:  

Solomon Islands is a member of the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States, Pacific Community, Pacific Islands Forum, 

United Nations and World Trade Organization. 

Topography:  

The islands are remarkable for their steep rugged mountains, of which Makarakomburu (on Guadalcanal Island) is the highest at 

2,293m. There are also several atolls and reef islands, plus several dormant and two active volcanoes. The rivers are fast-flowing 

and not navigable. 

Climate:  

Equatorial; hot and humid. During the rainy season (November to April), there are fierce tropical storms – for example, Cyclone 

Zoë in December 2002, which devastated the isolated islands of Tikopia and Anuta. 

Environment:  

The most significant environmental issues are deforestation, soil erosion, and that much of the surrounding coral reef is dead or 

dying. 

Vegetation:  

Forest covers 79 per cent of the land, with dense tropical rainforest occurring on most islands, this percentage having declined at 

0.2 per cent p.a. 1990–2010. There are large tracts of rough grass on the northern side of Guadalcanal and Nggela Sule. Parts of 

the coast are swampy, supporting extensive mangrove forests. Elsewhere, the coast is dominated by coconut palms. Hardwoods 

now grown for timber include mahogany, acacia and teak. 

http://thecommonwealth.org/regions/pacific


Wildlife:  

Indigenous mammals are small and include opossums, bats and mice. There are crocodiles in the mangrove swamps and sea 

turtles nest on the shores from November to February. Birdlife (more than 150 species) includes many species of parrot and 

incubator bird. Some 20 mammal species and 20 bird species are thought to be endangered (2014). 

   
More information:Webite: www.commerce.gov.sb 

http://www.commerce.gov.sb/

