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COMMONWEALTH NEWS 
 

 A history in common, a future in progress  
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for 
Profit Society committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens. Through youth 
empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and the 
values of the Commonwealth. We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across 
the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked through their common history and shared values.  
Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria  

150th Anniversary - 26th June 2018 – London 
100th Anniversary – 08th February 2021 – Victoria 
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2019	Calendar	of	Events	
Luncheons	
22nd	August	 		 GUEST	Speaker	
28th	November	 	 GUEST	Speaker	

Dinners	 –	 Dates.	 Themes	 based	
around	 Who	 we	 are,	 what	 we	 do	 and	
what	affects	you.	
13th	June,	
GUEST	SPEAKER		-	Dr.	DEIDRE	GIBLIN	–
WEST	PAPUA	–	Discussion	on	Culture,	
Human	Rights	Tolerance,	Respect	And	
Understanding	
12th	September	
GUEST	SPEAKER	-	Sustainable	
Development	&	Protecting	The	
Environment	
10th	October	
GUEST	SPEAKER	-	Equality	,	Rule	Of	Law,	
Access	To	Health,	Education,	Food	And	
Shelter	
12th	December	
End	of	Year	wrap	up	–	how	we	did	and	
what	is	to	come,	as	well	as	Fellowship	
	
Other	dates	to	be	advised	as	interesting	
speakers	and	Topics	present	themselves.	
 

Dinner 13th June 2019 
 

Our guest speaker at the June dinner is Dr Deidre Giblin. 
Dr Giblin will be talking to us about West Papua and some 
of the current issues facing one of our nearest neighbours. 

 
 TIME: 630hr – Drinks & Canapés 2 Course Dinner & Dessert 

 
 RSVP: by Wednesday 5th June 
 
 COST: $65 Members $ 75 Members Guests 



       
 

 
The Commonwealth offers opportunities for the people, governments and institutions of this richly diverse worldwide 
family of nations to connect and cooperate at many levels through far-reaching and deep-rooted networks of friendship 
and goodwill. These are being celebrated in the 2019 theme ‘A Connected Commonwealth’, and in a broad range of 
Commonwealth events and activities through the year. 

2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the formation of the Commonwealth as it is configured today, with old ties and 
new links enabling cooperation towards social, political and economic development which is both inclusive and 
sustainable. The values and principles around which the 53 member countries and their 2.4 billion people connect are 
brought together in the Commonwealth Charter. 

MAY LUNCHEON: 

GUEST SPEAKER;  LLOYD  BYRNE 
 
Lloyd discussed his upcoming adventure; “ Trekking in the Himalayas” Lois and Lloyd are flying into Kathmandu then onto the 
Mustang Valley, to the north of Annapurna and finally to the ancient walled city of  Lo-Manthang, the home of the last King of 
Mustang, for a 3 day Buddhist Tiji Festival. We wish Lloyd and Lois an amazing trip and we look forward to hearing of their 
adventures when they return. 
 
Lloyd and Lois have planned this trek in honour of our great friend John Colston. They have partnered with the Peter Mac Cancer 
Foundation and are working to raise $25,000. So far we have raised over $1,000, let's keep it going so we can beat the target 
 
To help please visit https://give.everydayhero.com/au/john-colston-cancer-fund 
 
RMIT Scholarship 
 
On the 7th of May 2019, Lloyd Byrne, James McCarthy and Gina Bailey attended the 2019 RMIT University Scholarships and 
Prizes event. 
 
The evening recognised and celebrated the outstanding achievement and contributions of the talented students and provided us 
with an opportunity to meet and connect with our scholarship recipient and other recipients and to see the impact our giving has on 
the lives of others. We look forward to our continued relationship with RMIT and the recipient of our scholarship Sarah Halbish 
 

 
 
 
 
 


