
        
   THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY 

“The Gables”, 15 FINCH ST., EAST MALVERN.  3145 

Phone:   03 9571 5688 

MARCH 2018      

COMMONWEALTH NEWS 

 
 A history in common, a future in progress  
The Royal Commonwealth Society founded in 1868, is constituted by Royal Charter. A self funded, Not for 
Profit Society committed to improving the lives and prospects of Commonwealth citizens. Through youth 
empowerment, education and advocacy, the Royal Commonwealth Society promotes the value and the 
values of the Commonwealth. We champion human rights, democracy and sustainable development across 
the 53 member states which are intrinsically linked through their common history and shared values.  
Worldwide Patron: HM the Queen.  
Victoria Patron: Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Governor of Victoria  

150
th

 Anniversary - 26
th

 June 2018 – London- THIS YEAR 

  100th Anniversary – 08
th

 February 2021 – Victoria 

                    
 

DNNER:    Thursday 8th MARCH 

SPEAKER:     Mr. Chris Holtby – British Consul-General Melbourne 
ATTIRE:   Evening wear 

TALK:  COMMONWEATH DAY  2018 

Bookings are to be made by leaving a message  

on the office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

 
 

 

 

 
         

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

LUNCHEON:  Thursday 22
nd

 FEBRUARY 

SPEAKER:    Peter Smith OAM of GTV9, 
Patron Golden Days Radio 
ATTIRE:  Day wear 

TOPIC:"From vaudeville to radio to TV and 

beyond 

RCS Members $45  Guests $55 

 

11.00AM – AGM 
 

LUNCHEON 1200 FOR  1230   

RSVP NO later than 2pm 

on by Wednesday14
th 

February 2018 
 

DIINER: 08
th

 MARCH –  

Combined RCS & Council of British & 

Commonwealth Societies celebrating .... 

COMMONWEATH DAY 2018  

 

Members $55  Guests $65 

 

6.30 PM, Pre Dinner Drinks, canapés -2 courses main & 

Dessert, Tea /Coffee & including Wine, Beer and Juices. 

 

RSVP NO later than 2pm 

on by Wednesday28
th 

February 2018 

 
Bookings are to be made by leaving a message on the 

office PHONE: 9571 5688: 

 

All members and guests are most welcome: 

If members or guests have dietary requirements, please 

advise when making your booking. 
PLEASE DO NOT MAKE A BOOKING UNLESS YOU ARE SURE 

YOU AND YOUR GUESTS WILL BE ATTENDING.  

A cancellation fee may apply for no shows and bookings 

cancelled after 0900Hr on the Monday 



Our Honoured Guest for the Commonwealth Day 8
th

 March is:  

 

                                                                             

 

 

Biography 
 

Chris Holtby was appointed Consul-General in Melbourne in September 2016.  
 
From 2012 to 2016 he was Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the Republic of Estonia, responsible for substantial growth 
in commercial and technology links between the UK and Estonia and the continuation and deepening of military ties. 

From 2007 to 2011, he was Deputy Head of Security Policy Department in the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 
responsible for UK policy on NATO, European Security, military and civil-military operations and co-operation, as well 
as maritime security. 

From 2009 to 2011 he was the chairman of Working Group 1 of the international Contact Group on Piracy off the 
Coast of Somalia, leading work on operational co-ordination and regional capability development. 

From 2002 to 2007, he was seconded to the European Union in Brussels as UK liaison officer to Javier Solana, the 
High Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy, and policy adviser to Dr Solana on Asia/Pacific issues. 

Chris has worked in both the FCO and MOD on Balkans issues and was posted to the UK Delegation to NATO in the 
1990s. 

He was appointed an Officer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire in 2000. 

He was married to Polly in 1999, and has two daughters and a son. 

 

LUNCHEON:   
The other three luncheons for the year will be held Thursday 24

th
 May, 25

th
 Aug, and 22

nd
 Nov.  Members of 

the Women’s Group Committee who host the luncheons and members of the Council very much look 

forward to welcoming you all. 
 

WOMEN”S GROUP NEWS: 

  

The A.G.M. of the Women’s Group will be held immediately prior to the February luncheon on 22
nd

 Feb at 

11 am please consider nominating for the committee; we do require one to two new committee members. 

The work is not arduous; it mainly involves assistance the days of the luncheons and with ideas for 

fundraising; one to two meetings/year are held prior to a dinner, otherwise communication is by phone or 

email.  

 

All lady members of the RCS, Melbourne are automatically members of the Women’s Group and therefore 

ought to attend the A.G.M. to have a say in what the Women’s group could undertake and importantly can 

vote. For further information and a nomination form please contact Elisabeth (contact details below). 

 

The Women’s Group, under the auspices of the Society look to raise funds for the Society’s charitable 

giving. For queries about the Women’s Group, and for information about fund-raising please contact 

Elisabeth Newman; ph: 9699 9170 or email: elisabeth_mn@hotmail.com. 

 

 



Commonwealth Today 
 

The modern Commonwealth was established in 1949 as an association of free and equal sovereign states which had 
been part of the British Empire but were now independent and, in the case of India and Pakistan, on the verge of 

becoming Republics. There are now 52 member states, with a combined population of 2.2 billion (approximately 30% 
of the world's population). Rwanda, the newest member joined in 2009, despite having no direct link to Britain. The 

Gambia left the Commonwealth in 2013; Zimbabwe withdrew in 2003; the Maldives in 2016. 

The Commonwealth is an association of governments and peoples, built around shared language, institutions, 
challenges, aspirations and values. Unlike most other international associations, the Commonwealth works on a 

consensus model and membership is voluntary, predicated primarily on a country’s commitment to upholding shared 

values and principles, including the protection and promotion of human rights, democracy and the rule of law.  

Download the 2014 version of the Commonwealth Charter 

 
Home >Commonwealth Day 2018 

 

Commonwealth Day 2018 

On 12 March people in Commonwealth countries in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Americas, the Pacific and Europe will 

observe Commonwealth Day. Faith and civic gatherings, debates, school assemblies, flag raising ceremonies, street parties and 

fashion shows are just some of the events they will use to celebrate the vast diversity, strong unity and uplifting values that define 

the Commonwealth. 

In London, Queen Elizabeth II as Head of the Commonwealth will attend a multicultural, multi-faith service at Westminster 

Abbey with performances from choirs, dancers and musicians. During the event Her Majesty’s special Commonwealth Day 

message will be delivered.  There will also be online statements from Secretary-General Patricia Scotland as well as leading 

global figures about the importance of the family of nations which links the governments, people and institutions of 52 countries. 

This year Commonwealth Day precedes the 2018 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, when the leaders of 52 

independent member countries will meet to address key global challenges and agree how to work together for the welfare and 

common good of its 2.4 billion citizens. The two events are joined by the same theme ‘Towards a Common Future’. Building 

upon the 2017 theme of 'A Peace- Building Commonwealth', this year’s theme explores how the Commonwealth can address 

global challenges and work to create a better future for all citizens through sub-themes of sustainability, safety, prosperity and 

fairness, in line with the theme of the 2018 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in London. Find out more about the 

Commonwealth theme 

Commonwealth Day Highlights: 

 The 52 countries of the Commonwealth celebrate Commonwealth Day every year on the second Monday of March; 

 Schools will take part in a global online debate as part of Commonwealth Class, an initiative of the Commonwealth Secretariat 

and British Council; 

 Commonwealth Day will be observed weeks before the Commonwealth Games, the second biggest athletics event in the world; 

 Share your messages and photos on Twitter and Facebook using the hashtag #CommonwealthDay. 

 Credit: http://thecommonwealth.org/commonwealthday 

https://www.thercs.org/assets/Documents-and-Forms/CharteroftheCommonwealth.pdf
http://thecommonwealth.org/
http://www.chogm2018.org.uk/
http://thecommonwealth.org/theme
http://thecommonwealth.org/theme


NEWS & BLOGS 

2018 Towards A Common Future 

In 2018 the Commonwealth will hit a number of profile-raising high points: the Gold Coast in 
Australia will host the Commonwealth Games, Heads of Commonwealth Governments will meet in London and the 

RCS itself will celebrate 150 years since its founding. Read more... 

 Newsletter 
2018 Towards A Common Future 

In 2018 the Commonwealth will hit a number of profile-raising high points: the Gold Coast in 
Australia will host the Commonwealth Games, Heads of Commonwealth Governments will meet in 
London and the RCS itself will celebrate 150 years since its founding. Read more... 

  

 
RCS E-news January 2018 

 

January's news from The Royal Commonwealth Society 
Download 

 

 

 
 

The Year Ahead: 'Towards a Common Future' 

In 2018 the Commonwealth will experience a number of profile raising high points: the Gold Coast in Australia will host the 
Commonwealth Games, Heads of Commonwealth Governments will meet in London and the RCS itself will celebrate 150 years 
since its founding. We hope these events will mean robust debate, greater coverage and heightened scrutiny of the 
Commonwealth and its potential as well as action in harnessing its links and improving the lives of its citizens. 

Read about the year ahead and the RCS' role in our latest blog. 
 

https://thercs.org/news-and-blogs/blogs/2018-towards-a-common-future/
https://thercs.org/news-and-blogs/blogs/2018-towards-a-common-future/
https://thercs.org/news-and-blogs/blogs/2018-towards-a-common-future/
https://thercs.org/news-and-blogs/blogs/2018-towards-a-common-future/
https://thercs.org/news-and-blogs/newsletters/2018-newsletters/download/rcs-e-news-january-2018
https://www.thercs.org/news-and-blogs/blogs/2018-towards-a-common-future/


The Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition 

The 2018 Competition is now open for entries on the theme of 'Towards a Common Future', with more young people expected 
to take part than ever before. This flagship programme of the RCS provides a unique opportunity for aspiring authors to develop 
written English skills, encourage creative thinking and get their voices heard on a global platform. The Society welcomes entries 
from all Commonwealth citizens under 18; full details can be found on our website. 

Hovering the mouse and Ctrl + click on the hyperlink which will take you to the RCS website  

 

 In 2018 the Commonwealth will hit a number of profile-raising high points: the Gold Coast in Australia 
will host the Commonwealth Games, Heads of Commonwealth Governments will meet in London and the RCS itself will celebrate 
150 years since its founding. We hope these events will mean robust debate, greater coverage and heightened scrutiny of the 
Commonwealth and its potential as well as action in harnessing its links and improving the lives of its citizens. 

The Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in April is one of the most important decision-making platforms for the 
Commonwealth. Accompanied by forums for citizens, businesses, women’s groups and young people the summit will seek to find 
solutions to some of the most pressing global challenges of today. 

Sustainability is one of these challenges, highlighted by the devastation caused by hurricanes to Dominica, Barbuda and other 
Commonwealth island nations last year. Yet the Commonwealth is coming together to fight climate change. The Queen's 
Commonwealth Canopy project, a campaign with the aim of preserving virgin forests within the Commonwealth, reached two 
milestones last year. Attending the annual Commonwealth Forestry Conference in India, we were able to promote this project to 
one of the largest countries in the Commonwealth, home to over 70 million hectares of forest. That same year, Tuvalu – one of the 
smallest countries in the Commonwealth – became the 22nd country to join The Queen's Commonwealth Canopy. With just 11,000 
people and noticeably affected by rising sea waters, Tuvalu's commitment sent a strong message about the importance of 
conserving the world's forests. 

Common security is another theme of concern for the Commonwealth and related to it is giving young people paths to global 
citizenship and away from violent ideologies. This is a key area of interest for the RCS having worked with the Commonwealth 
Games, UNICEF, the Commonwealth Secretariat and partners to increase knowledge of the use of sport for peace and 
development among athletes. In 2017 the Queen's Commonwealth Essay Competition, our flagship young writers' competition, 
attracted over 12,300 entrants writing on the theme of ‘A Commonwealth for Peace’. Last year we received a remarkably diverse 
range of entries from 46 different Commonwealth countries. The four winners of the competition attended an awards ceremony at 
Buckingham Palace where they were presented their certificates in the presence of HRH The Duchess of Cornwall and over 100 
distinguished guests. 

The success of our campaigns in 2017 reaffirmed the importance of civil society organisations in raising issues which have proven 
too difficult or controversial for intergovernmental bodies to broach. For instance, we pioneered new dialogues with 
governments on the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans individuals, for a long time considered taboo within the 
Commonwealth. Working with our partner organisation, the Commonwealth Equality Network, we continued to use an approach of 

building collaboration and consensus to promote respectful and progressive debate about this sensitive topic. We hope that our 
approach can make a difference to this component of discussions on Fairness at the Commonwealth Summit. 

In 2018 we will also continue our work to support collective prosperity, the final theme of the Commonwealth summit. We remain 
committed to improving visa access to the UK to the benefit of Commonwealth citizens, business people and domestic industries 
such as the tourism and hospitality sectors. Last year we handed in a petition of 12,000 signatures to the UK Prime Minister’s office 
calling for visa-free access for South Africans. Over the coming months we will be pressing for cheaper access for Indian visitors to 
the UK, an important pillar of our contemporary relationship. 

In addition to continuing these important programmes we will be previewing the Commonwealth debates in the run up to the 
Heads of Government  Meeting. The series was launched with a preview of 'A Fairer Future' at the High Commission for the 
Republic of Cyprus in December, in advance of the Commonwealth Summit this year. We will be continuing to preview the 2018 
Commonwealth Heads’ of Government Meeting themes ahead of the Summit in April through events, our magazine and our blog. 

In our 150th year The Royal Commonwealth Society will do all it can to promote the value and values of the Commonwealth. We 
also look forward to coming together with RCS branches from around the world to discuss such possibilities at our international 

branch meeting later in the year. The longevity of the Society is testament to the continued relevance of the Commonwealth in the 
modern world. But, rather than resting on our laurels, we will be taking this opportunity to think of even more ways in which we 
can improve the lives of all Commonwealth citizens. 

Photo credit: UK House of Lords, Chamber Event 2017. Go to our website to find out more: www.thercs.org 

  

https://www.thercs.org/youth-and-education/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition/
http://our-work/campaigns/the-queens-commonwealth-canopy/
http://our-work/campaigns/the-queens-commonwealth-canopy/
http://youth-and-education/the-queens-commonwealth-essay-competition/
https://www.thercs.org/our-work/campaigns/lgbt-rights/
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Research-/India-Visa-Report-online-copy.pdf
https://www.thercs.org/assets/Research-/India-Visa-Report-online-copy.pdf
http://our-work/events/
http://www.thercs.org/


   
 Tell Commonwealth Leaders what your priorities are!  
 
From 16-20 April 2018, the United Kingdom will host the next Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting (CHOGM) in London, along with the associated youth, civil society and business forums that 
support the CHOGM.  
 
The summit's theme is 'Towards a Common Future' and aims to address the shared global challenges we 
face and agree how to work together to create a better future for the Commonwealth’s 2.4 billion citizens, 
particularly its youth who account for 60% of the population.  
 
The Royal Commonwealth Society is supporting CHOGM 2018 and the Commonwealth Youth Forum’s 
(CYF) International Youth Task Force in a special social media campaign. This aims to encourage as many 
Commonwealth young people as possible to participate in the summit by sharing their priorities for 
Commonwealth action and their vision for the future.  
 

How to get involved  
The International Youth Task Force wants to hear from you as it develops the agenda of the 
Commonwealth Youth Forum (CYF), which is the platform for a youth voice at the summit. To contribute to 
the issues that the CYF will discuss, and to help identify the priorities for action of Commonwealth young 
people, which will be shared with Commonwealth leaders at the CHOGM, you can:  
 
• Post a message or upload a short video on your own issue or subject of importance on the following 
social media sites:  
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Commonwealth2018/ 
 Twitter: @commonwealth18  

 ‘Like’ the summit’s Facebook page and regularly share its posts with your friends  

 Follow the summit’s Twitter account and retweet the content  
Please get posting and tweeting!  
Do mention your connection to the RCS (e.g. I’m an RCS Associate Fellow and I believe that 
Commonwealth leaders need to address…) to help amplify your voice.  
You can watch some examples from RCS staff members for inspiration here. So join us in the 
conversation!  
Some suggested messages/tweets  
 
• • 52 member countries. 2.4 billion citizens. Towards a common future. Join the conversation on 
#ourCommonwealth http://bit.ly/ourCommonwealth 

• • Young leaders across #ourCommonwealth are working towards a common future. Have your say 

& join the conversation http://bit.ly/ourCommonwealth  

Thank you!  

NOTICE OF THE 97TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE ROYAL COMMONWEALTH SOCIETY [Victorian 

branch], will be held at “The Gables”, 15 Finch Street, East Malvern, on Thursday the 12
th

  of APRIL 2018, commencing at 5.30 

pm conclude – 6.30pm.  For the purpose of: 

1 To receive and adopt the Councils Annual Report for the year 2017 

2 To receive and consider the Audited Accounts, for the year ended 31
st
 December 2017 

3 To elect  from nominations received for the following Office Bearers: 

   President , Vice President, Honorary Treasurer ,Branch Councillors  2 

 As per the constitution, the above Office Bearers retire and can stand for re-election.  

4 To raise any business other than that would not normally be conducted at a General Meeting. 

 

Following the AGM will be the April Dinner – please make your advance Dinner booking. 

 

DATED  6
th

   February 2018 

 

John Colston: Secretary 

https://thercs.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4bdb3548ea47b958b13ace7ad&id=ab2a8f1180&e=97835767e3
https://thercs.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4bdb3548ea47b958b13ace7ad&id=278b14fda2&e=97835767e3
http://bit.ly/ourCommonwealth

