
When 2021 started it was hard to know what 
to expect in the 12 months 

ahead. With the world in the grips of the COVID-19 pandemic 
I experienced many sleepless nights wondering how we would 
raise the funds to support our families in such a critical time of 
need. But in the months to come, while the pandemic forged 
on, my worry calmed because of you, our most dedicated 
supporters. With generosity that fueled our work and moved our 
hearts beyond words, you took care of children with cancer and 
their families.

We are so humbled and proud to present to you our 2021 
Annual Report. You will see the impact you had during one of 
the most challenging years imaginable. Unfortunately, cancer 
diagnoses in children did not stop, and the families navigating 
treatment during this time faced enormous challenges. In order 
to help, we needed you. You came through in a way we could 
not have anticipated.

You enabled ACFC to provide significantly more emergency 
financial support than ever before, as so many of our families 
suffered furloughs, layoffs, and reduction of hours at the same time as treatment-related expenses 
mounted. There are so many families who need overnight lodging as they travel long distances for scans 
and appointments, and you enabled us to put them in hotels when COVID closed the doors of nearby 
lodging facilities. You enabled us to safely provide Sunshine experiences and K9 visits at our center 
which bring so much relief and fun to the families. You enabled us to offer counseling services to help 
families cope with the extraordinary stresses they were dealing with. Our virtual art classes ran monthly 
reaching children throughout the state.

We are honored to partner with you in this critical work. Thank you for giving so much to ACFC.

With gratitude,

Chrisie Funari
President and Founder
Arizona Cancer Foundation for Children

WE HELP KIDS WITH CANCER
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Our mission is to provide social, emotional 
and financial support directly to families 
managing the health and well being of 
a loved one with pediatric cancer.

THE PROBLEM

OUR VISION FOR 2022

LONG-TERM VISION

Arizona Cancer Foundation for Children provides critical support to families who have a child battling cancer.  
Our programs include:

ONE child a day is diagnosed 
with cancer in Arizona

1in 5 children diagnosed with 
cancer will pass away

76% of the families we serve 
are living in poverty

 � Financial Assistance 
 � K9 Therapy 
 � Individual & Family Counseling 

 � Sunshine Visits
 � Sunshine Packs 
 � Adopt-A-Family 

 � Birthday Wishes 
 � Respite Programs 
 � End-of-Life Support

To provide support to every child diagnosed with cancer  
in Arizona

Capital Campaign has raised $2.5 million to date. Ava’s Tree House 
will offer children the gift of childhood in a safe and comforting 
environment—a combination of peace of mind and marvel under one 
roof. Families as a whole will feel part of a community with ongoing 
financial, social, and emotional support.

2021 Annual Report

Individual 35%

Events 39%

Foundations 
9%

Corporations  
17%

2021 Revenue 
$1,141,772

“We are living through an unprecedented moment in time, but what gives 

me hope is our equally unprecedented commitment to responding to the 

needs of children with cancer and their families.

For more than 7 years, ACFC has helped donors transform passion into 

impact. We are mindful that every dollar we grant represents the dream and 

an investment of a donor to strengthen families affected by pediatric cancer. 

To all our donors and nonprofit partners and others who have let us share in 

their generosity, and on behalf of our dedicated and talented Board, I offer 

my sincere gratitude. Thank you for inspiring us and for joining us.”

—Jennifer Mackay, Board Chair



With your support, in 2021 Arizona Cancer Foundation for Children

Since 2014,  
Arizona Cancer Foundation 

for Children has helped

 � Served 225 families

 � $154,987 granted in direct financial assistance

 � Provided 478 Sunshine Packs to cancer warriors and  
their siblings  

 � 352 people participated in respite family events

 � 61 K9 therapy visits

 � 42 end of life families supported

 � 46 families adopted in Adopt-A-Family

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

“If it was not for you guys my kids would 
not have had any Christmas gifts this year. I 
cannot thank you enough for the smiles you 
brought all of us during the holiday season.” 

—Mom of a Cancer Warrior, Kamarion

“Thank you to ACFC 
for coordinating the 
“Adopt-A-Family” 
event as well as the 
family that adopted 
us for Christmas. 
We are blessed with the generosity and all the perfect gifts 
for Wilson and our family.  Thank you so much for helping 
to bring some cheer to our holiday and joy during this 
challenging journey for Wilson.” 

—Father of Cancer Warrior, Wilson

1,2251,225
Arizona families

Since 2019 Medieval Times Chivalry in Action 
Program hosts cancer warriors and families  

from ACFC monthly.



2021 IMPACT
Volunteers

Certified Volunteers

Hours

Value of volunteer hours

153
26

2,143
$61,161

VOLUNTEER HIGHLIGHTS

Our story with ACFC started in 2019. We were 
at an office visit to volunteer with a mother/
daughter group that serves local philanthropy 
groups and heard Chrisie’s story of losing, her 
daughter, Ava to childhood cancer. Instantly, 
we knew we wanting to help their cause. 

Cate was eager to help with an art class 
initiative they were getting ready to start. This 
opportunity allowed her to partner with Warrior, 
Abri and together they have been helping 
bring crafts and smiles to kids in person, and 
on Zoom, for over two and a half years. 

Whether it is attending the annual gala, 
helping volunteer at one, showing up to play 
with Warriors at a picnic event, or pulling 
Sunshine packs for a Warrior in the hospital, or 

helping facilitate a Warrior birthday celebration, 
each volunteer moment is full of hope. 

The hope and joy ACFC staff provide Warrior 
families is contagious – it makes you want to 
help – help try to make an unbearable situation 
just slightly better. The ACFC staff understand 
the pain of cancer, for the children and their 
families, firsthand. They have changed us 
both forever, and our understanding about 
childhood cancer, the many facets of how 
families struggle, and the many ways they are 
reaching out to serve these families’ needs. 

Cate and I are thrilled to have the opportunity 
to volunteer with this amazing group of 
kind-hearted, caring individuals, making a 
difference in our community every day!

With love!  Debbie & Cate

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Volunteers are integral to support the mission of ACFC.

“I’m just thankful there are foundations 
such as ACFC to assist these patients 
and families. The needs are truly 
overwhelming! Most of our families 
are low income to start with. We really 
appreciate your help!” 

—Laurie, Certified Volunteer



EVENT HIGHLIGHTS
Family Events

 � PEDIATRIC CANCER AWARENESS MONTH — Picnic 
Point hosted 10 families for an exquisite picnic from 
personalized treat bags, dessert bar, and delicious 
lunch. Families also participated in games and a 
bounce house.

Donor Events
 � TOM LONDEN MEMORIAL GOLF CLASSIC — Lincoln 

Heritage Life Insurance sponsored the Tom Londen 
Memorial Golf Classic benefitting Arizona Cancer 
Foundation for Children. The golf tournament took place 
at Talking Stick Golf Club and raised over $100,000.

 � ACFC hosted 40 different cancer warrior families at 
Culinary Dropout for Luau themed buffet and special 
Polynesian dance party.

 � ADOPT-A-FAMILY — 46 families were adopted 
from generous donors to make sure everyone had 
a special holiday. Volanti restaurant hosted each 
family for a buffet lunch with a surprise magician 
performance. Thank you to Safelite Auto Glass for 
your support at the event.

 � AVA’S TREE HOUSE GALA — Desert Mountain Health 
and Desert Cove Recovery presented the second annual Ava’s Tree House Gala at Mountain Shadows resort. The 
intimate night hosted 250 guests and was co-chaired by Paul and Amy Goldschmidt, Bones and Jennifer Mackay, and 
Ben and Lyndsay Hayes. A magical evening raised over $500,000.




