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Dear Origins Families,
With the start of February has come a hefty dose of snow. We're happy to
welcome students back after the Regents week and get back to all of the
amazing mid-Trimester work they are doing. It is a short return, as the midwinter break is right around the corner on February 16th - 20th. Already
since we returned we have had our yearly School Quality Review. Reviewers
conduct a thorough examination of the school's instructional practices, and
we are excited to be celebrated for our high expectations of students and
teachers and our strong project-based curriculum. Additionally, JV Football
weight-training resumes this week. A letter is being sent home with JV
Football players detailing the weight-training schedule and supervision. If
your student is involved in the football program, please read the letter
carefully and let us know if you have any questions. There are many exciting
features in this week's newsletter, from the wonderful work of our art program
to snapshots of Career Day. Read on below and have a wonderful week!
Regards,
Mr. Banks

Career Day!

On Tuesday January 20th, we had our first annual Origins High School Career Day! Over
30 professionals from a wide range of career fields came in to speak with Origins students
about the work that they do, the career paths they have followed and their educational
backgrounds. The purpose of the day was to encourage students to start thinking about
their own potential career paths and what jobs they see themselves in after high school or
college. Career Day is part of Origins High School's personalized college and career goalsetting program which also includes individual college and career counseling and an
internship program.

The professionals who came to speak on Career Day represented many different jobs and
career fields. We heard from computer programmers, lawyers, professionals in the
business/finance world, a fashion designer, and interior designer, a documentary
filmmaker, an audiobook producer, the editor-in-chief of a music magazine, a professor of
physiology, a drummer, a sculptor, and several entrepreneurs, among others. Our
speakers were creative, engaging and very eager to talk to students and answer their
questions. One professional who visited said, "I was blown away by how engaged the kids
were. Great to see them asking great questions and showing real interest."

Students also had many positive reviews about the day. One student said, "Career Day
was all about getting us to project into the future and think about what we want to do."
Career Day was co-planned by Marisa Castillo, Dean of Academic Advisement, and Dara
Kammerman, Partnership with Children Site Supervisor. About 20 Student Ambassadors
assisted with the preparation and execution of Career Day. Overall it was a huge success
and we look forward to inviting the professionals back next year.

Classroom Feature: Ms. Branagan
10th Grade Studio Art
Incredible Sculpture made with
Everyday Objects
10th grade students who are taking
the Studio class have just begun
gathering inspiration and conducting
research for their first major sculpture
project.This project requires them to
create a sculpture that is inspired by a
natural object such as shells, pine
cones, feathers, leaves, bones, etc.
One of the design challenges of this
project is that students will be limited
to using only one type of material.
They can repurpose objects such as
plastic bottles, paper towel tubes or
they may choose a common
“everyday” object such as paper clips,
plastic cups, post-its, etc. to create a
sculpture that is interesting from all
sides. Here are a few images of
students observing and choosing
natural objects that they find visually
interesting or are curious to learn more
about.

9th Grade Foundations
Drawing
Second trimester has been all about
observational drawing! Students at this
age and phase of artistic development
are very interested in being able to
draw objects realistically and use
values to create the illusion of 3dimensional forms. In order to help
them develop this skill they have been
led through a sequence of drawing
exercises and projects. Here is a small
selection of student work from this unit
of study.
Artwork by: Jamal, Salma, Farrukh,
and Annalisa

Green Team

Green Team/Garden Club
Every Wednesday beginning at 4 pm, Ms. Branagan and Ms. Cavallo host a Green
Team/Garden Club in an effort to educate and inspire members of our school
community to make environmentally sound decisions. Over the past several weeks
we have focused our energy on researching and developing a practical and
sustainable solution to start a paper recycling program at Origins. Currently all
paper, cardboard, plastic and garbage gets dumped into the same dumpster. This
waste most likely goes directly to a landfill site instead of being sorted and remade
into new paper products such as toilet paper, paper towels or copy paper. As a
reaction to this wasteful practice, the Green Team has decided to design paper
recycling bins for each of the classrooms. Here are some pictures of the very first
(unfinished) prototypes. If you are interested in designing a bin or being a part
of the Green Team, please join us on Wednesdays after school in room 271!

In addition, the Green Team has also
begun a vermicomposting (worm) bin
to compost food. Students and staff
are welcome to bring their food
scraps* to any of our Green Team
members. In the spring we will harvest
the compost and use it to start a
flower, herb and vegetable seedlings
for our garden. If you are interested in
volunteering your time and/or any
resources to begin our garden please
feel free to contact Ms Cavallo or Ms.
Branagan. Our goal is to break ground
in early spring! Here are a few of our
members preparing the worm bin for
use.
*vegetable and fruit scraps only (no
meat, dairy, citrus, hot peppers, garlic
or onion allowed)
abranagan@originshighschool.org
hcavallo@originshighschool.org

Celebrations!!!
At OHS we have a little tradition called Celebrations! It is a way to
celebrate our scholars and staff for upholding our school mission
and values. It happens each Friday during Morning Meeting.
Students and staff can receive a bracelet for the following categories:
Creativity, Curiosity, Reflection, Empathy and Determination

Due to last weeks regents exams we unfortunately have no
celebrations.
Stay tuned next week to see who we celebrate next!

Please check in each week to see who we celebrate next!

New After-school Cell Phone Policy: In order to make it easier for students
to attend after-school activities, we are beginning a new cell phone
policy. Students who are attending after-school activities (listed below) may
check their phone with the school in the morning. They may only check their
phones on days they plan on attending an after-school activity. Phones for
after-school activities will be held until the end of after-school and distributed
to students by the teacher running the activity. If a student has said they are
attending the activity, they must attend the activity in order to receive their
phone. We hope that this new policy makes it easier for students to attend
the variety of homework help sessions and clubs.

Monday
Homework Help
- English as a
Second
Language:
Ms. Mignault
(Rm. 272)

Tuesday
Homework
Help
ELA: Mr.
Farrell
(Rm. 221)

Wednesday
Homework
Help
Science:
Ms. Sutjiawan
& Ms. Steele
(Rm. 227)

Step & Dance:
Ms. Marrero
(Dance Gym)

Art: Mr. Rizzo
(Rm. 273)
Current
project:

Green Team &
Garden Club:
Ms. Branagan
&

Thursday
Homework
Help
Math:
Mr.
Diamantis &
Mr. Min
(Rm. 229)
Mock Trial:
Mr. Janosch
(Court
Room)

Friday

Origins Mural
Strategic
Gaming:
Mr. Diamantis &
Ms. Sutjiawan
(Rm. 227)

Ms. Cavallo
(Rm. 271)
Student
Government:
Ms. Castillo &
Mr. Elliott
(Rm. 280)

Poetry &
Music:
Mr. Banks
(Rm. 273)

This month at Origins
February 2nd

Chancellor's Day - No School for students
February 4th

Twins Day!!!
February 5th
SLT Meeting @ 5:30
February 19th
PA Meeting @ 5:30
February 16th - 20th

February Break!!!

