
Muskegon Public Schools Newsletter • Vol. 54 • September 2021
Human Resources ................................................2 
Superintendent’s Message ..............................3
Board of Education ..............................................3
Curriculum ...........................................................4-6
Specialized Instruction .......................................7

Community Ed .......................................................7 
Student Services/Impact/21st Century .....8
Poppen Program ...................................................9
School Calendar ..................................................10
Word Search Puzzle ...........................................11

High School ...........................................................12
Middle School .......................................................13 
Athletics ...................................................................14
Elementary Schools.................................... 15-19
Food Service .........................................................19



HUMAN RESOURCES

 2 | SEPTEMBER 2021 | MUSKEGON MIRROR | www.muskegonpublicschools.org 

HUMAN   RESOURCES   OFFICE 
HOURS: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Monday -  Friday
Please call for an appointment outside of scheduled hours.

Debbie Fox
Administrative Assistant

231-720-2008 
dfox@mpsk12.net

Tina Wright
Chief Financial Officer and Talent 

Management

Sheila Brown
Human Resources Supervisor 

231-720-2025
sbrown@mpsk12.net

Betty Barnes
Payroll Specialist

231-720-2022  
bbarnes@mpsk12.net

Amanda Foster
Finance and HR Specialist

231-720-2056
afoster@mpsk12.net

Andrea Arana Rodriguez ...............Marquette ..................................................................................... TWI Teacher
Lindsay Blue .........................................Middle School .......................................................................................Teacher
Kristen Carlson ....................................High School ...........................................................................................Teacher
Paul Chandonnet ...............................District Services Building..................................................Maintenance
Veronica Cooper .................................Oakview ....................................................................................................Teacher
Rebecca Crandall...............................Muskegon Catholic Elementary .......Title I Private School Tutor
Danielle Crowder ...............................Moon ..........................................................................................................Teacher
Nicole D’Arcy ......................................... Central Office ...................................................McKinney Vento Liaison
Stephanie Garvelink.........................High School/MCEC ............................................................................Teacher
Donald Hammond .............................Muskegon Catholic Elementary .......Title I Private School Tutor
Vivian Horsch .......................................Moon ............................................................................... Psychologist Intern
Daniel Howard .....................................High School ...............................................................................Maintenance 
Charles King ..........................................District Services Building..................................................Maintenance 
Crissa King .............................................Marquette ................................................................................................Teacher
Megan Kotnik .......................................Middle School .......................................................................................Teacher
Jeffrey Lohman ....................................High School ...........................................................................................Teacher
Megan Magee ......................................Marquette ................................................................................................Teacher
Maria del Carmen Martinez Ruiz ...Middle School .......................................................................................Teacher
Jaime McCool .......................................High School ...........................................................................................Teacher
Maria Paz Murcia De Troya ...........Marquette ................................................................................................Teacher
Kenneth Pierson .................................High School .............................................................. School Psychologist
Ane Platas Mendaza.........................Marquette ................................................................................................Teacher
Jacqueline Robinson........................Muskegon Catholic Elementary .......Title I Private School Tutor
Matthew Smith ....................................High School ...........................................................................................Teacher
Emily Staley ........................................... Central Office ................................. Instructional Support Specialist
Alexis Steig ............................................Moon ..................................................................................................... Secretary 
Ja-Relle Thomas ..................................High School ...................................................................................... Secretary 
Christopher VanTubergen .............High School ...........................................................................................Teacher
Renee Williams ...................................High School ..................................................................Assistant Principal

NEW STAFF

muskegonctc.org | 200 Harvey Street | 231.767.3613

“The Career Tech 
Center helped 
me gain the skills 
and knowledge 
to become what I 
always wanted to 
be–a Manufacturing 
Engineer.”
Mario Varela-Rodriguez, 
Muskegon High School
Former CTC Machining/
Engineering Technology student

Take a virtual tour at–TOURTHECTC.ORG

EDUStaff
www.edustaff.org

Enviro-Clean Services
www.enviro-clean.com

Dean Transportation
www.deantransportation.com

Chartwells
www.chartwellsk12.com

EMPLOYMENT PARTNERS:

HIRING SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS & SUPPORT STAFF
Requirements to work as a substitute teacher:

• Official transcripts with a total of 60+ credit hours and a minimum 2.0 GPA from accredited 
colleges/universities

• Fingerprinting and background check required
• Contact EDUStaff for more information: www.edustaff.org

2021-2022 EDUStaff Teacher Substitute Rates: 
• $100 per day
• $140 per day (21st consecutive day)
• $200 per day (61st consecutive day)

2021-2022 Support Staff Substitutes Rates:
• $14.07  – Classroom Assistant/Para Educator
• $11.55 – Lunchroom Aide
• $14.65 – Secretary
• $15.88 – Secretary (21st consecutive day)



The beginning of a school year 
always has special significance 
in our lives.

As parents we need to take time to reflect 
and appreciate what this means to not just 
our own family but all the students and 
staff as they prepare to get back to school 
as usual. School years generally are looked 
back upon as some of the best times of 
our lives. Friendships are made, your path 
in life will be set, and core values will be 
established. That is what growth is and 
there is not a better place to do this than at 
Muskegon Public Schools. The culture that 

is nurtured by our teachers and staff is second to none. Our students 
will grow up accepting and appreciating people for who they are. 
Martin Luther King would need to look no further that the halls of MPS 
to see “the day when we do not judge by the color of someone’s skin, 

but by the content of their character”. This is the culture our parents, 
students, and staff expect to see. MPS continues to deliver on that 
expectation every day. 

This past year has brought a lot of unusual challenges and at the 
same time new opportunities. It is wonderful to open our beautiful 
schools to all our students and face to face learning after what seems 
an eternity of dealing with Covid. Thanks to the passing of the bond, 
a lot of physical work is being done to make our schools even more 
beautiful. Painting and remodeling are just a small part of improving 
on the appearance and function of our schools. Air purification and 
conditioning are two major changes that will be coming. Our schools 
are still old, and your patience will be greatly appreciated as our 
administrators navigate the best way to clean and paint our interior. 
The Big Red Nation has so much to look forward to as the year begins. 
Not only our class instruction, but getting back to normal with our 
sports, band, and all our other extracurricular activities just seems to 
add the excitement. Be proud, be safe, and Go Big Reds.
Bill O’Brien, President, Muskegon Public Schools Board of Education 
eobrien@mpsk12.net • 231-578-9844

Bill O’Brien
President

Muskegon Public Schools 
Board of Education

ARTICLE FROM PRESIDENT O’BRIEN  by Bill O’Brien

SUPERINTENDENT

Matthew Cortez
Superintendent, Ed.S.
Muskegon Public Schools
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Hello Big Red Nation, 
As we reflect on the tremendous challenges of 

the last school year, we salute our students, parents 
and community for staying strong and united in 
Big Red Pride! Educating our students in a safe and 
healthy environment continues to be our top priority. 
Going forward, we will continue  following the 
recommendations of the Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) as well as  State and County Health Departments. 

We are also excited to share new developments and 
improvements on multiple fronts this year:  

2021-2022 Daily School Schedule
We’ve utilized lessons learned from online schooling 

last year to redesign and incorporate some elements of 
online learning in our schedule this year.  Also, we have designed our daily learning 
schedule in alignment with research and data on brain development and age 
progression. 

PK-4-All District Pilot Program
With the launching of our district-wide preschool for all pilot program to 

provide a full day preschool and daycare option for our families we hope to get our 
youngest Big Reds off to a good start. Our first building to host this pilot program is 
Marquette Elementary. This is a hybrid half-day preschool and half-day daycare so 
that we can bring our four year old children into a structured school setting early to 
make sure they are prepared. This program still has openings available, so if you’re 
interested in applying please call Marquette Elementary at (231) 720-2388 or go to  
https://tinyurl.com/k5e8pauc

MAISD Countywide Virtual Learning Option
We are joining with districts across the county in partnership with Muskegon Area 

Intermediate School District (MAISD) to create a countywide virtual learning option for 
all students.  This is an exciting development that will allow those students and families 
who want a virtual school option with extra curricular activity access..

2020 Bond Proposals: Construction & Building Improvements
Our bonds have all successfully been sold into the public sector and we are moving 

forward with multiple projects. 
• The high school campus is currently under construction for the new auxiliary gym, 

athletic offices and the relocation of the main office to the courtyard area.
• We are replacing the playgrounds at Marquette and Oakview Elementary schools.
• We are removing the pea stone bases of playgrounds at Bunker and Moon 

Elementary schools, replacing them with composite wood fibrous material. 
•  MHS heating/cooling system design is underway and should go to bid in the late 

fall early winter. 
•  We have begun design work with Bunker Elementary for heating/cooling and 

classroom additions in the pool and auditorium areas. This transformational work 
will bid out during late 2021 or early 2022.

•  The new Charles Hackley Middle School on the donated Mercy/Hackley Hospital 
campus is nearing design completion. We will be going to bid in the fall with the 
aim of beginning construction after the final donation of the land in early 2022. 
The new middle school campus will include a new athletic track and field area.

These projects are all slated to begin in 2022 with the goal of being complete for the 
2023-24 school year. While ideal timelines are always sought, we know that projects 
require constant monitoring, so we appreciate your support as we move forward.

A number of the projects involve heating/cooling projects which is a direct result of 
the pandemic and emergency funding that were allocated for addressing long term 
solutions for air quality and healthier settings in our schools. We are trying to create the 
healthiest possible environments for all our students while still maintaining a rigorous 
calendar.

These are just a few highlights of all the exceptional work and progress being made 
for Muskegon Public Schools. We are hosting four educators from Spain this year for 
teachers in our Middle School and Marquette Elementary School. Our entire staff 
is dedicated each day to our students and families. Let’s continue to build on our 
foundation of tradition as we transform our future!

Looking forward to a great 2021-22 school year!  Yours in Big Red Pride,
Matthew T. Cortez, Superintendent
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After the past 18 months, we’ve learned that our students, our parents and 
our staff can adjust to almost any type of learning scenario. As we begin 

to get back to a “normal” learning environment, we have carefully reviewed 
student achievement data, perception data from students, parents and staff 
and focused on our attendance and discipline rates. MPS worked closely with 
building leadership teams, community members and parents to create the 
District Improvement Plan for the 2021-2022 school year. 

While the plan is required 
by the State of Michigan, 
it is not something that 
we create as a compliance 
task but rather a tool to 
help us meet the needs 
of all of our learners As a 
result of many meetings 
and discussions, the 
following areas will be 

implemented, monitored and assessed throughout the school year:

Goal 1:  Improve the schools’ climate and culture. All students will 
exhibit positive behavior to create an environment conducive to 
learning.
Sample Activities Include:
• Implementing Getting Along Together and True Success
•  Create Trauma-Informed Teams at Each Building
•  Coach Individual Teachers on Classroom Management and High 

Expectations 
•  Implement Multi Tiered Systems of Support for Academics and Behavior
• Implement, Monitor and Assess Positive School-wide Behavior Systems
• Monitor and Address Student Discipline
• Create a District Attendance Task Force
• Monitor and Address Daily and Chronic Student Attendance

Goal 2:  All students will be proficient in reading and writing across all 
content areas. 
Sample Activities Include:
•  Implement and Monitor Comprehensive K - 12 Reading Curriculum
• Implement Reading Interventions for Students Behind Grade Level
•  Implement, Monitor and Assess Adolescent Critical Reading Intervention 

Instruction

Goal 3: All students will be proficient in mathematics. 
Sample Activities Include:
•  Implement and Monitor Comprehensive K - 12 Mathematics Curriculum
• Implement Mathematics Interventions for Students Behind Grade Level

While these are not the only instructional and behavior goals we will focus 
on this year, these will be the top priority to ensure our students are able to 
understand grade level mathematics, read and grade level and exhibit positive 
behaviors. These goals may sound simple but it will take a village to ensure 
we can accomplish these goals.

If you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to contact: 
Jennifer S. Hammond, Executive Director of Instruction at 231.720.2083. 

MUSKEGON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
2021-2022 DISTRICT IMPROVEMENT PLAN

After all that we have learned last year with virtual 
and hybrid learning, many of our teachers 

have spent some time this summer planning for 
the upcoming school year.  We have been looking 
through many new lenses, including ways we can 
make learning more engaging for our students!  
For several years, our 2nd grade classes have 
participated in project-based learning (PBL) in 
their social studies instruction.  Our 3rd grade 
teachers have heard about increased student 
engagement with our PBL units and decided to 
put some work into creating their own!

In July, six of our 3rd grade teachers (and one 6th grade teacher) attended 
the PBL Academy at Communications by Design in Grand Rapids.  Over the 
course of three days, they learned about what goes into designing PBL units, 
and worked to create their own in the area of social studies.  Third grade 
students learn Michigan history, economics, geography and government.  
Now, through the summer work of our teachers, we have the option to teach 
these areas using project-based learning.  Teachers have worked to create 
engaging entry events, reading, writing and research opportunities, as well as 
field trips and visits from experts.  They designed these units to be grounded 
in the content of our board-adopted curriculum, which are the MAISA social 
studies units, but now interest and engagement levels will be higher, due to 
the PBL components embedded throughout.

Third grade teachers will have the opportunity to share their new units with 
other 3rd grade teachers before we return to school in late August.  We thank 
them for their work and dedication to improving instruction for MPS students 
over the summer!  See you in social studies class soon!

OIS, SOCIAL STUDIES  by Kristy Tolbert 

Summer break is a time for rest, relaxation, recreation, and re-creation as 
MPS teachers work to refine and improve our math curriculum. During 

the week of August 9 - 13, the newly formed MPS K - 5 Math Leadership 
Team participated in five days of mathematics professional development 
and curriculum work. The learning and work that was done during this week 
established a foundation for the work that will continue throughout the 2021-
2022 school year. Teachers at each grade level analyzed the lessons in the first 
three Everyday Mathematics curriculum units, identified the big mathematical 
ideas, and began to establish agreed-upon unit and lesson components to 
ensure an equitable, guaranteed, and viable written curriculum in order to 
increase student achievement in mathematics.

The team also learned about strengths-based teaching and learning in 
mathematics. With this approach, instead of focusing on what students 
have not yet mastered, teachers discover what students do know. Teachers 
will identify students’ strengths and maximize the many ways to be ‘smart’ 
in mathematics. These ways include problem solving skills, using efficient 
strategies, recognizing patterns, being able to communicate ideas or put other 
ideas in their own words, and being able to draw or represent mathematical 
ideas, just to name a few. Teaching from a strengths-based perspective 
benefits all students: it helps students to increase confidence, develop the 
belief that they “can do math”, and to recognize their value as learners.

We are so excited for the possibilities that this new year brings! As always, 
feel free to contact me if you have any questions about the MPS mathematics 
curriculum. In the meantime, enjoy the rest of the summer break.

Dr. Kathy Coffey • 231-720-2053 • kcoffey@mpsk12.net

K-5 MATH by Dr. Kathy Coffey
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INNOVATIVE WEDNESDAYS! 
by Devany Schumaker, Instructional Technology Supervisor

This summer we have offered our students many 
opportunities for different learning experiences. One 

experience that has been the highlight of this summer is our 
innovative Wednesdays. 

In this program, students from grades KI-5 were able to participate in 
many different hands-on learning activities in music, art, STEM, PE, and 
learn through play. In music class students experienced virtual field trips, 
bucket drumming and fun musical games. If you wanted to take a bike ride 
this summer all you had to do was ride up to Bunker elementary and meet 
our PE teachers who took kids all over the lakeshore area. Art class met at 
the art museum in downtown Muskegon where students explored areas of 
downtown including Shakespeare’s garden, Monet garden, MCC FAb Lab 
and The Hackley Public Library. They were focused on the art of photography, 
creating sculptures out of wax, modeling clay, and gummy candy, and 
worked with local artist on different skill sets. During Learn through play 
kids got to roast marshmallows while camping indoors, play relay and board 
games, and sang songs and danced all while learning to read. In STEM class 
students learned how to fly drones, code little mice to get to their cheese, 
and used magnatiles to build multiple different configurations. We could not 
have done this without our innovative teachers who helped create, build 
and implement this program. Our students did amazing work and were very 
engaged in all the activities that were offered. We hope to get even more 
participants next summer. 

The Muskegon Mirror is published 
three times per year by Muskegon 

Public Schools, 349 W. Webster Avenue, 
Muskegon, MI 49440. Muskegon Public 
Schools accepts advertising to defray 
the cost of production and distribution 

and appreciates the support of its 
advertisers. Muskegon Public Schools does not specifically endorse advertisers or their products or services.

To advertise in The Muskegon Mirror, please contact  
Mark Williamson at (231) 766-3038 or email:

mark@orshalrdproductions.com
Read the Mirror online at:

orshalrdproductions.com/muskegon-mirror/

There is excitement and a nervous energy in the air as teachers prepare to 
start the 2021-2022 school year.  We are all hoping and preparing for a more 

“normal” year, and are eager to see what it holds.  Part of that preparation is a 
week of professional development, when teachers can sign up for workshops 
to help them with their professional practice.  Twenty-six different sessions 
were offered.

One workshop offered was called “How to Plan Differentiated Reading 
Instruction.”  In this workshop, teachers learn about a program that helps 
them test students, group them according to their reading needs, and deliver 
instruction that is exactly suited for them to grow as readers.

Another session focused on the structures and routines that are used in our 
district’s reading curriculum, Success for All.  Cooperative learning, active 
participation, and student roles were just a few of the practices that were 
covered.  Participants experienced what students experience as they discuss 
and collaborate with their peers about the stories they are reading.

Finally, two workshops were available to introduce teachers to Thinking Maps, 
a set of eight maps that make visible the kinds of thinking we do as we take 
in and process information.  These maps are used in our writing curriculum, 
Write from the Beginning and Beyond, which was part two of this session.  
Teachers worked together to practice using the maps, naming the kind of 
thinking that was used, and brainstorming all the different ways these maps 
could be used in the classroom.

ELEMENTARY LITERACY
MPS TEACHERS ARE LEARNERS TOO   
by Julie Ray, K-5 Reading/Writing Specialist, Muskegon Public Schools

Here are some links to resources for 
your child as they get back into the 
school routine, and want to practice 
all the wonderful things their teachers 
are going to teach them about 
reading and writing this year.

www.getepic.com

www.scribblitt.com

www.storyjumper.com
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Summer is quickly coming to an end and the new school year is nearly 
upon us. Although there may be a few differences still in place from the 

pandemic, we are all very excited to return to a more “normal” school year 
in front of our in-person students.

That being said, I wanted to take a minute to update you on a couple 
things happening with our K-8 science curriculum.  The middle school 
will be piloting some new options for a science curriculum but IQWST will 
remain our adopted curriculum for the 2021-2022 school year. Some of the 
pilot options include Mi-Star, Open-Sci Ed., and Cereal City. I know the 
Middle School teachers are excited about this opportunity and I think the 
students will be too!

For elementary, Cereal City Science has put together some wonderful 
resources and activities you can try at home with your student.  Simply 
pick your student’s grade level and explore!  You can find these activities 
at: https://cerealcityscience.org/learn-at-home

I also want to take this opportunity to share one of the newest and most 
popular science activities for elementary students. Elephant Toothpaste 
has become a popular quick experiment that is based on a chemical 
reaction using hydrogen peroxide and a catalyst (yeast).

When you mix yeast with hydrogen peroxide, the hydrogen peroxide 
will rapidly break down into water and oxygen gas. The oxygen gas forms 
bubbles. These bubbles would usually escape from the liquid and pop 
quickly. But adding a little dish soap provides additional surface tension, 
allowing the bubbles to get trapped and creating lots of foam. This foam 
looks like a giant squeeze of toothpaste—almost big enough for an elephant!

SUMMER SCIENCE UPDATE 2021 
by Joshua Presson
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Joshua Presson
K-8 Science Specialist
Muskegon Public Schools
231-720-2030 • jpresson@mpsk12.net

HERE ARE THE STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS
TO MAKE ELEPHANT TOOTHPASTE:
1. Measure 1/2 cup of hydrogen peroxide, and carefully 

pour it into the bottle.
2. Add a big squirt of dish soap into the bottle, and swirl 

gently to mix.
3. If you want to make your foam a single color, add a 

few drops of food coloring directly into the hydrogen 
peroxide, and swirl the bottle gently to mix. If you want 
to give your foam stripes like some toothpastes, put the 
drops along the inside rim of the bottle’s mouth. Let 
them drip down the inside of the bottle, but do not mix. 

4.  In a measuring cup mix together one tablespoon of yeast 
and three tablespoons of warm water. Stir for about 30 
seconds. 

5. Pour the yeast mixture into the bottle then quickly step 
back, and watch your reaction go! (What happens? How 
long does the reaction last?)

We are very excited to get started on the 2021-2022 school year!  
Enjoy the rest of the summer and as always, please feel free to 
contact me if you have questions about our science program.

this is NOT Joshua Presson

*Adobe Stock Image®

Elephant Toothpaste

• Empty plastic bottle
•  Dry yeast (found in the baking section of the grocery 

store)
• Warm water
• Liquid dish soap
• 3% hydrogen peroxide
• Measuring cups 
• Measuring spoons
• Safety glasses
• Large tub or tray to catch the foam 
•  Location for the activity that can tolerate spills (of 

hydrogen peroxide as well as possibly food coloring), such 
as a kitchen or bathroom—or an outdoor location 

• Liquid food coloring (optional)
•  Different-shaped bottles or glasses (optional)

INGREDIENTS:
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New Faces, Same MCEC Fam! 
The long, hot, humid days of summer 

are coming to an end, and the 2021-
2022 school year is upon us. Last 
school year was full of challenges for 
the MCEC family: students, families, 
and staff. Many of our students 
graduated on a warm night at Hackley 
Stadium despite completing their 
classes during COVID. We were both 
sad to see them go but happy for all 
of them to be onto their next journeys 
in life. 

As we anxiously await the arrival of 
our new MCEC students, we will miss 

Mrs. Lesley Bonnet, Mrs. Allison Goorman, and Mrs. Delores 
Bray: three stalwart members of the MCEC family who have 
also started new adventures in their lives. Fortunately, we 
have three new teachers who are not so new to Muskegon 
Public Schools joining the MCEC family. We are blessed to 
have them and their experience and their commitment to our 
students. Mrs. Kim Beattie will be teaching math; Ms. Pam 
Beekman will be teaching English; and Mr. Joel Erndteman 
will be teaching social studies.

This school year will be a year of many firsts! Our daily 
schedule will be very different from the past, but we believe 
the new schedule will afford students more opportunities 
to find their passions--in the world of work or in post-
secondary education. Mr. Ellis, Mr. Kurdziel, and Mr. Williams 
are wrapping up their all-summer-long training to become 
driver education instructors, hopefully offering future 
summer driver education classes for students at a much 
reduced rate. The MCEC staff have been working together 
all summer to fine tune our approach to learning, focusing 
on the core competencies that businesses, higher education, 
and the ever-burgeoning technology field seek in future 
employees. We have continued to create partnerships 
within the community under our City as School model, 
creating opportunities for students to experience a variety of 
settings, so they are able to find their passions, identify their 
purposes, and implement their plans to make it all happen. 
Finally, we have installed a school governance model here 
at MCEC, so do not be surprised if you get a call to be on our 
team as parent, community, and/or student representatives; 
the purpose of our governance team is to work to make sure 
all voices (or as many as possible) are heard at the table.

New MCEC students will be contacted and appointments 
will be made to sit down with the MCEC team prior to the 
school year starting to make sure we are all on the same 
page. As always, do not hesitate to call Mr. Kurdziel at 231-
720-2150 if you have any questions; in addition, feel free to 
message him on Facebook as well.  

Paul Kurdziel
Muskegon Community 

Education Center

MUSKEGON COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTER

Technology  Department

Our address is: 1800 E. Laketon Ave Muskegon, MI 49442. 

Call the help desk with any technology questions or 
concerns and someone will gladly speak with you or 

return your call as soon as possible.

Technology Help Desk number:  
(231) 720-2060

OFFICE OF SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTION
What Do You Know About McKinney Vento? 

The McKinney Vento Act is a federal law that requires public 
schools to eliminate barriers to enrolling and attending public schools 
for students experiencing homelessness or housing instability.  The 
purpose is to help students continue their academic success with 
minimal disruptions. 

Those in temporary living situations due to foreclosure, eviction, or 
other economic hardships (such as recent job loss) have educational 
rights. These include but are not limited to the following: 

• Receive a free, appropriate public education and services
• Enroll immediately without barriers (fees, documentation, records)
• Attend school of origin, if in students best interest, during 

transition 
• Written communication about district decisions regarding a 

student’s education 
• Additional educational and transportation services 
• Families who are relocating can do the following to help their 

children and youth maintain educational success during this time 
of transition: 

•  If possible,  plan to move at a less disruptive time such as the end 
of the semester or school year 

• Work to provide student with time to say goodbye to teachers and 
friends

•  Inform school of your plans to move and request a copy of student 
records if switching districts 

•  Talk with school registrar/ local liaison about eligibility of 
remaining at school of origin and to learn more about your rights

• Ensure student is enrolled and attending school as soon as 
possible after transition

If you lack a fixed, regular or adequate nighttime residence, please 
contact your school office, school counselor or your local liaison with 
any questions you may have or for more information about available 
resources. More information is also available on the Michigan 
Department of Education website www.michigan.gov/mde.

Reach the MPS McKinney Vento Liaison
Nicole D’Arcy at 231-720-2079 or
email: ndarcy@mpsk12.net.  
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IMPACT Summer Program

Twenty First Century Community Learning Centers are funded in part by a 21st CCLC 
grant from the US Department of Education.

IMPACT AFTER SCHOOL PROVIDING 
ESSENTIAL SUPPORT IN COVID-19 RECOVERY

WE ARE HERE FOR YOUR STUDENT AFTER SCHOOL!  When the district 
closed during the pandemic, IMPACT After School was quick to adapt and 
continued to maintain the meaningful connections with our after-school 
children and families by providing academic and social-emotional support; 
hybrid enrichment and learning opportunities; feeding services; self-
paced activity and supply deliveries, and linking families to local resources.  
As we embark upon the 2022 school year, our after school program will 
continue to play a vital role in the coronavirus recovery. Our after school 
professionals and youth development specialist stand ready and excited to 
help our children catch up and keep up, ensuring all our participants have 
access to learning opportunities and the supports they need to emerge 
from this crisis strong and resilient.

BENEFITS OF AFTER SCHOOL
• IMPACT provides a safe place where professional youth staff connect 

with kids, engage them in hands-on learning, help them navigate 
challenges, and talk about how to make good decisions.

• IMPACT staff are trained to focus on the whole child and offer fun and 
enriching activities that encourage young people to try new things, 
build confidence, and develop social skills.

MOVING FORWARD
During the 2022 year our IMPACT academic focus and enrichment 

activities have been intentionally designed to support and enhance students 
growth ELA and math. Beyond that, our participants will be provided the 
opportunity to enjoy a broad array of enrichment experiences that will 
support their development in the arts, STEM, drug and violence prevention, 
music, technology, recreation, character development and much more!

FALL PROGRAM 
FALL PROGRAM operates Monday 

- Thursday, 32 weeks during the 
school year, in correlation to the 
operating calendar of the site school. 
If you are interested in learning 
more about IMPACT we encourage 
you to contact us (231-720-2061) 
for additional information and 
registration details.  Space is limited 
and fills up quickly, so please make 
your call today! 

Medical, Dental, Behavioral Health Services
Accepting New Patients ages 5-21

We accept Medicaid 
products and most private 
insurances. Medical 
copays are waived. H

A
C

K
LE

Y COMMMUNITY
 C

A
R

E

SCHOOL PROGRAMS

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

MUSKEGON TEEN HEALTH CENTER
80 West Southern Ave., J Building, Room E113 • 231.733.6680

Monday - Thursday 8am-4:30pm, Friday 8am-12pm

HACKLEY 
COMMUNITY CARE

MPS ENROLLMENT

Our MPS families are now able to enroll their 
student(s) online. Simply go to our website 
(www.muskegonpublicschools.org), under 
Parent Resources, enrollment information, select 
the enrollment link. You can take a picture of 
all required documents to upload during the 
online enrollment process. We have computers 
available at each one of our buildings including 
the Administration Building (now located at 1458 
5th Street, Room E126). Our hours are Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 am - 4:00 PM. Starting 
June 25th, our offices are closed on Fridays. 

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:
Two proofs of residency: MUST provide a copy of your utility bill, 

assessment/property tax statement, rental/lease agreement (must include 
landlord’s telephone and signature) and one other piece of mail, no junk mail. 
Dated within 30 days at time of enrollment.

• Parent/Guardian’s Identification: Driver’s license or passport
•  Birth Certificate: An original certified/state issued birth certificate that 

can be viewed and copied by MPS
•  Official Michigan Immunization Records: State law requires that your 

child’s immunizations must be up-to-date or your child cannot enter 
school. Pick up a copy from your local health department.

•  Custody/Guardianship court documents (if applicable)
•  Copy of most current Special Education/IEP (if applicable)
• Transcripts and current grades from previous school for High School 

students

STUDENT SERVICES • Enrollment Information

Any questions, please contact:
Brenda Kota, Central Registrar 

at 231-720-2013 or email 
bkota@mpsk12.net. 

Brenda Kota
Central Registrar & 
Student Services 

Support
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POPPEN PROGRAMS NEWS

THE NANCY K. POPPEN 
PROGRAM IS OPEN TO ANY 

STUDENT ENROLLED IN 
MUSKEGON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The Nancy K. Poppen Program is open to ANY student enrolled 
in Muskegon Public Schools, currently in 3rd through 11th 

grade. Students can apply for visual arts lessons, private music 
lessons, creative writing or spoken word performance, theatre 
classes, or dance classes. Our next application deadline will be 
November 1st, 2021. You can visit our website, poppenprograms.
org, to apply, or visit your school’s front office for a hard copy 
application folder! Contact director Claire at 231-720-2040 with any 
questions. 

The Nancy K. Poppen Program has been extra creative in the past 
year in how we get our arts education opportunities to the students 
in the program! Our visual arts, strings, creative writing and spoken 
word performance students were able to meet in person at a safe 
distance and masked; while many others chose Zoom lessons this 
year, or simply chose to take a break from their extra-curricular 
arts studies while we navigate the challenges of a pandemic. We 
will likely continue to run classes masked this fall, and at a safe 
distance for in person winds or voice students. 

We are looking forward to returning to school, when we hope 
to see some faces we haven’t for a while, and we are grateful to 
welcome a large group of new applicants ready to get involved with 
more awesome opportunities here at MPS when we return after the 
summer break!

hackleylibrary.org

231-722-8000

316 W. Webster Ave
Muskegon, MI



  10 | | SEPTEMBER 2021 | MUSKEGON MIRROR | www.muskegonpublicschools.org 

2021-2022  SCHOOL CALENDAR
MUSKEGON PUBLIC SCHOOLS • 1458 5TH STREET, MUSKEGON MI 49441 • 231-720-2000

JULY 2020

S M T W T F S

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

AUGUST 2020

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

SEPTEMBER 2020

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

OCTOBER 2020

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

NOVEMBER 2020

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

DECEMBER 2020

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

CALENDAR HIGHLIGHT KEY

COUNT DAY HALF DAY ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOL ONLY

HALF DAY AM DISTRICT WIDE
HALF DAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HIGH SCHOOL and 
MCEC ONLY

NO SCHOOL

JANUARY 2021

S M T W T F S

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

FEBRUARY 2021

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27

MARCH 2021

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

APRIL 2021

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

MAY 2021

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

JUNE 2021

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

TIME SCHEDULES

MIDDLE SCHOOL, HIGH SCHOOL & MCEC

Instructional Day (+85 min online)...................................................................................................................7:45am - 2:40pm
Instructional Day Half Day AM (+60 min online)......................................................................................9:10am - 12:14pm

ELEMENTARY

Instructional Day (+60     min    online)..........................................................................................................................8:00am - 2:12pm 
Instructional Day Half Day AM (+60 min online)........................................................................................8:00am - 11:25am

SCHEDULE

August 26 ....................................................................................................................................First Day of School-Half Day AM
September 3 & 6..............................................................................................................................................Labor Day, No School
September 10.........................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
September 17.........................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
September 24........................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
October 1..................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
October 6.....................................................................................................................................................................................Count Day
October 8..............................................................................................................................................No School (Teacher PD Day)
October 15...............................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
October 20 & 21................................................................................................................Conferences at MMS, MHS & MCEC
October 22..............................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
October 29.........................................................................................................................................................End MP1, Half Day AM
November 3............................................................................................................................Conferences at Elementary School
November 4 .......................................................................................Half Day Elementary Only, Elementary Conferences 
November 5............................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
November 12..........................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
November 19..........................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
November 24, 25, 26...................................................................................................................No School Thanksgiving Break
December 3............................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
December 10..........................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM 
December 17...........................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
December 20-31 ...............................................................................................................................................................Holiday Break 
January 13..........................................................................................................Exams, Half Day AM for MMS, MHS & MCEC
January 14...........................................................................................End MP2, Exams MMS, MHS & MCEC, Half Day AM
January 17 .................................................................................................................................................................Holiday, No School
January 18.....................................................................................................................Half Day AM, MMS, MHS & MCEC Only 
January 21................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM 
January 28...............................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
February 4...............................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM 
Febraury 9...................................................................................................................................................................................Count Day
February 11..............................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
February 17...........................................................................................................................................No School (Teacher PD Day) 
February 18 & 21................................................................................................................................No School Mid-Winter Break
February 25............................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
March 4.....................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM 
March 10...............................................................................................................................Conferences at MMS, MHS & MCEC
March 11....................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM 
March 18...................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
March 24................................................................................................................................End MP3, Half Day Elementary Only 
March 25...............................................................................................................................................No School (Teacher PD Day)
March 30..................................................................................................................................Conferences at Elementary School 
March 31...............................................................................................Half Day Elementary Only, Elementary Conferences
April 1.........................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM 
April 4-April 8..............................................................................................................................................Spring Break, No School 
April 15..............................................................................................................................................................No School, Good Friday 
April 22.....................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
April 29.....................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
May 6.........................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM 
May 13.......................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
May 20.......................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM
May 27.......................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM 
May 30...........................................................................................................................................................Memorial Day, No School 
June 3........................................................................................................................................................................................Half Day AM 
June 7...................................................................................................................Exams, Half Day AM for MMS, MHS & MCEC
June 8........................................................................................................................End MP4, Last Day of School, Half Day AM

CONTACT INFORMATION

Administration Office ......... 1458 5th Street ....... (231) 720-2000 ....Superintendent .....Matthew Cortez
Bunker Elementary ............. 2312 Denmark ......... (231) 720-2300 ....Principal ..................Okeelah McBride
Marquette Elementary ....... 480 Bennett ............. (231) 720-2600 ....Principal ..................Mary Scott
Moon Elementary ................ 1826 Hoyt St ............ (231) 720-2700 ....Principal ..................Lakisha Loudermill
Oakview Elementary .......... 1420 Madison St ..... (231) 720-2450 ....Principal ..................Brian Gamm
Muskegon Middle School . 1150 Amity Ave ........ (231) 720-3000 ....Principal ..................Corry Lohman
Muskegon High School ..... 80 W Southern Ave (231) 720-2800 ....Principal ..................Tim Hoffman
MCEC ...................................... 80 W Southern Ave (231) 720-2800 ....Principal ..................Paul Kurdziel
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GO MUSKEGON
BIG REDS!!

WORD SEARCH PUZZLE
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HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

Change... some of us love 
it, some of us hate it.  
What we have seen over the past 17 
months is that change can happen in the 
blink of an eye whether we are ready for it 
or not.  The way we adapt to change will 
be the determining factor as we proceed 
through this year and beyond.

If you’ve been around the High School 
campus at all this summer you may have 
noticed all of the changes being made.  We 
are currently renovating the High School 
to include the main office relocation to 

provide a safer and more secure environment for our students 
and their families.  It is our hope that the redesign will allow our 
staff to service students and families in a more effective manner.  
Additionally, you will notice over the next few months our auxiliary 
gym is being constructed on the Southern Ave side of campus.  We 
are excited about all of the opportunities that this additional space 
will provide our students in the near future.  While these changes 
have made navigating campus a little more difficult in the time 
being, we are confident that they will continue to make Muskegon 
High School a better place for years to come.  

Another change that you will notice for the students at Muskegon 
High School is our new schedule.  The pandemic has shown us the 
value of students being able to complete tasks online, the world is 
changing rapidly and it’s our job to prepare our students for that 
change.  The new High School schedule at MHS supports research 
that shows teenagers perform better if they start school later, you 
will notice the new 9:10 start time for HS students.  We’ve also 
learned that not all students like to complete online tasks at the 
same time, so our flexible online learning setup allows for student 
and family flexibility.  The students this year will also have a block 
schedule, these A and B days will allow our students to focus on 
three classes per day. These are just a few of the changes that we 
have made to ensure that our students all get the support they need 
to become a successful and productive student after graduation.  

The staff at Muskegon High School continues to be thankful for the 
support of our Big Red community. 
All of the amazing projects that we 
are completing wouldn’t be possible 
without you.  

With Big Red Pride! 
Tim Hoffman
Principal Muskegon High

Tim Hoffman 
Muskegon High School 

Principal

GO MUSKEGON
BIG REDS!!
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Welcome Back 
MMS Students!
 
The staff at Muskegon Middle School 
are looking forward to the 2021-22 
school year. We are excited to fill the 
halls with student’s faces and laughter; 
it is something we missed last year! 
Here are some of the opportunities and 
information we have going on this year.

• 21st Century After School Program -  Rashonda Seals McDaniels has put 
together a great program, where students enjoy engaging activities, while 
also learning academic and life skills.  If you are interested in having your 
child involved in this program, you can reach her at 720-3058, or by email 
at rseals@mpsk12.net.

•  Please welcome our new Family Engagement Liaison, Chris Hamel.  You 
can reach Chris at 720-3089, or by email at chamel@mpsk12.net.

•  Our Hackley Community Care School Wellness Program is available to 
students throughout the day.  We have a nurse and counselor on staff.  
Please stop in and check out this great resource.  You can find more 
information through our district website, or by calling 231-733-6878.

• This year our math teachers will be piloting the highly praised Ready 
Classroom Math in grades 6-8! We are very excited to be piloting a 
program that has not only received top scores, but that also offers multiple 
opportunities for students learning to be individualized. Working hand in 
hand with iReady diagnostic reports, teachers will be able to create small 
group instruction around specific skills designated as prerequisites for 
grade-level learning. Each student receives a work text and has access to 
multiple resources online as well. We look forward to helping our students 
improve their math skills while learning grade-level curriculum. 

•  Middle School Athletics are back in full swing! Please contact Athletic 
Director, Montrell Dockery Sr. to sign your child up today. Please call 720-
2432 or email mdockery@mpsk12.net.  Fall Sports Offered: 
o  Boys Soccer (7th & 8th grade)
o  Girls Volleyball  (7th & 8th grade)
o  Football (7th & 8th grade)    
o  Sideline Cheer (6th-8th grade)
o  Note: All student-athletes must have a valid, up-to-date physical on file
after April 15th to participate in athletics for the year. Please contact the
Muskegon Teen Health Center, 231-733-6680 or email 
thomas@hccc-health.org to schedule an appointment, or see your
family physician.

•  New this year is an after-school club with our Community enCompass 
Partners McLaughlin Grows Urban Farm. Lauren Blais along with 
MMS staff will start this program on Sept. 20. Students will work in our 
courtyard garden as well as learn some cooking skills, and other life skills.  
This program will grow over the years and eventually transition to the 
Community garden and greenhouses located near the new MMS campus 
on Laketon Ave.

•  Fine Arts Opportunities: If you have a student interested in Band, 
Orchestra, or Choir, please reach out to our counselor, Julie Hansen at 
720-3004. It is not too late to sign up for these classes.

Corry Lohman
Muskegon Middle 
School Principal

Remember the team at  
Muskegon Middle are here to  

help you, please do not hesitate 
to contact us with any questions  

you may have.

Go Big Reds!
Corry Lohman, Principal 

720-3001

Angela Johnson,  
Assistant Principal  

(Students A-K),  
720-3016

Marie Williams,  
Assistant Principal  

(Students L- Z),  
720-3062



ATHLETICS
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NCAA Initial Eligibility 
Process
The new school year is here and the MHS Athletics office 
would like to inform parents and student-athletes about 

the eligibility process used by the NCAA. 
The NCAA has a set of rules it follows for every student-athlete while they 

are in high school. The following steps should be taken to ensure that every 
student-athlete meets requirements. 

STEPS FOR GRADES 9-12
1. Grade 9 - Student-athletes should get a list of their high school’s approved 

core courses from the Guidance Office or an Academic Advisor.
2. Grade 10 - Student-athletes should begin taking ACT or SAT tests and 

submit their scores to the NCAA using code 9999. Student-athletes can 
go to the NCAA Eligibility Center to receive more information for grades 
11 and 12 at eligibilitycenter.org.

3. Grade 11 - Student-athletes should check with their counselor or advisor 
to make sure they will graduate on time and with enough required 
NCAA core courses. Student-athletes continue to take the ACT or SAT, 
if necessary, and send updated scores to the NCAA using code 9999. At 
the end of the school year student-athletes and counselors register with 
the Eligibility Center and upload their transcript.

4. Grade 12 - Student-athletes finish their final core courses. Student-
athletes continue to take the ACT or SAT, if necessary, and send updated 
scores to the NCAA using code 9999. After April 1, student-athletes 
request final amateurism certification on the Eligibility Center website. 
After graduation, student-athletes and counselors provide the Eligibility 
Center with their final transcript and proof of graduation.

It is imperative that all parents and student-athletes keep track of these steps 
as they navigate through high school. If there is ever a question, you should 
contact a counselor or advisor as soon as possible to clear up any issues. 

If you have any questions, please call (231) 720-2881 or 
email:  jwall@mpsk12.net.

2021/22 NCAA Signing Dates
Below are the signing dates for all NCAA Division I and II prospective 

Student-Athletes signing in 2021-22 and enrolling 2022-23.

SPORT (S) INITIAL SIGNING DATE FINAL SIGNING DATE

Division I Basketball (Early Period) November 10, 2021 November 17, 2021

Division I Basketball (Regular Period) April 13, 2022 May 18, 2022

Division I Football (Early Period) December 15, 2021 December 17, 2021

Division I and II Football  
(Midyear JC Transfer) December 15, 2021 January 15, 2022

Division I and II Football  
(Regular Period) February 2, 2022 Division I: April 1, 2022 

Division II: August 1, 2022

All Other Division I and II Sports November 10, 2021 August 1, 2022

The Muskegon High School Athletic Dept. 
would like to recognize and congratulate 
the following Student Athletes that are 
participating in collegiate athletics at 

colleges across the midwest this upcoming 
school year. Good luck during your freshman 

year and continue to make MHS proud. 

2021 COLLEGE BOUND 2021 COLLEGE BOUND 
STUDENT ATHLETESSTUDENT ATHLETES

2021 COLLEGE BOUND 
STUDENT ATHLETES

FOOTBALL  FOOTBALL  FOOTBALL
Jonathan Adams - Illinois State
Quinshawn Clincy - Madonna University
Amari Crowley - Ferris State
Tayvid Elmore - Albion College
Tyreese Oakes - Grand Valley State
Julius Sims - Bowling Green
Kayden Smith - Lawrence Tech
Jacarri Thomas-Kitchen - Lawrence Tech

BASKETBALL  BASKETBALL  BASKETBALL
Freddy Hull - Olivet College
Kailyn Nash - Central State
Micheal Reed - Northern Michigan
Kalil Stimage - Muskegon Comm. College

GO MUSKEGON
BIG REDS!!
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DEAR BUNKER FAMILIES,
Welcome to the 2021-2022 school year. We are 

very excited to have you and your child as part 
of the Bunker Family. Every staff member has 
been working very hard to prepare for the return 
of our wonderful students. We have set very 
high expectations and made plans to guarantee 
that every student at Bunker Elementary will be 
successful this school year.

Student academic success is the main goal 
of every staff member at Bunker. As we prepare 
to offer time and support to every student 
this upcoming school year, we believe all of 
our students will achieve their highest level of 
learning . I ask for your support and participation 

in this effort by sending your child to school every day, encouraging your child 
to read at least 30 minutes every evening, monitoring your child’s homework, 
and asking your child to share what they learned at school each day.

We are very excited about the start of the new school year. In hopes to keep 
you well informed, we will hold our Title I Open House on Monday, August 23, 
2021 from 6 p.m - 8 p.m.  This will assist us in building a relationship with you 
and your child at the start of the school year. Please check the Bunker School 
Facebook Page for additional information.

Our first day of school is a half day on Thursday, August 26, 2021. School 
will begin at 8:00 a.m. and end at 11:25 a.m. Friday, August 27th will be our first 
full day with a 2:12 p.m. dismissal. The first few days of school will be a little 
stressful for your child due to all the excitement of meeting new friends and 
being in a new environment. Please talk to your child about what he or she is 
to expect and help them soothe their anxiety by reassuring them that school 
is a fun and safe place to learn.

It is critical to the development of Pre-Kinder and Kindergarten age students 
that parents not remain in the classroom when dropping off in the morning. 
The sooner students bond with their peers and their teacher the more 
successful they will be in school. Your child’s teacher has been highly trained 
to support your child through the transition into the school environment.

 The main office of the school is located on Denmark Street. Please feel 
free to call the school if you have any questions or concerns at 231-720-2300. 
The school bell rings at 8:00 a.m. every morning. It is important that students 
arrive on time as breakfast is being served in classrooms from 8:00 - 8:30.  
We will have playground supervisors on post at 7:45 a.m.

If you wish to speak with your child’s teacher, please make an appointment 
via phone or e-mail. 

Okeelah McBride
Bunker Elementary 

School Principal

1ST GRADE - DOOR  20 
on Morton
BIRMAN
VANDALEN
FREELAND
TANGNEY
3RD GRADE - DOOR 17  
Cafeteria doors
LAKOS
HEKKEMA
JOHNSON

KINDERGARTEN - DOOR 1  
on Denmark
COOPER
LARSON
ANDREE
HANSEN
2ND GRADE - DOOR 15  
Harding Cul-de-Sac
MOCERE
BROOKS
BRITTON
4TH AND 5TH GRADE - DOOR 19  
off Morton/alleyway of Harding Cul-de-Sac
BREWER WRIGHT ROESLER POLL 
MOORE YARBROUGH

Please keep in mind that the first day of school will be a bit chaotic during 
arrival and dismissal due to staff and students becoming acclimated to new 
procedures. Teachers may take a bit longer to dismiss because we want to 
make sure every student leaving is safe.

We greatly appreciate your cooperation and understanding while kicking 
off the school year. I look forward to seeing you and your child at our Open 
House and most of all I am eager to make this a successful year.

ARRIVAL PROCEDURES
Please drop off all students at their 

assigned door. This will be closer 
to their classrooms. Each door is 
labeled with a specific grade level. 
Students should not be dropped off 
or picked up at the Denmark doors 
unless they are tardy. All entry doors 
will lock at 8:15 a.m.  After 8:15 a.m. 
all students must report to the main 

office.  For the safety of our students and staff, morning drop-off is strictly Drop 
and Go. Please expect traffic congestion during peak hours.   
DISMISSAL PROCEDURES

Please pick up your student at their assigned door.  Students must be picked 
up promptly at 2:12 p.m. The school cannot provide supervisory services after 
2:30 p.m. and the main doors will close and lock at 3:00 p.m. each day.  As a 
reminder, our school parking lot is for drop off and pick up only.  There is also 
no stopping, standing, or blocking traffic in the turnaround area of the parking 
lot.  Double parking during school hours is strictly prohibited. When possible, 
our community officer, Officer Hairston will be on-site to assist with the flow of 
traffic. To avoid possible delays, please make pickup arrangements with your 
child prior to the first day of school.

What is STEM you may ask? STEM stands for Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Mathematics. This summer, Bunker Elementary piloted a 
virtual five week STEM/Literacy Camp. STEM Summer Camp was offered to 
100 students in 1st-5th grade.  Each student was provided a box of materials 
to complete 10 different STEM activities. The STEM Activities were incredibly 
hands-on and interactive.   

Each activity included a book and all of the materials needed to complete the 
activity or task. STEM Camp students designed tree houses, flying machines, 
rocket ships, and made solar powered ovens.

One might think that science, technology, engineering, and math are not 
the kind of subjects a student would be drawn to, let alone during a summer 
camp. Add to this, that the learning was done at home and with the help of 
their parents, who may have felt a bit daunted by the subject matter.

The results from this pilot program show it was a massive success. Here are 
some quotes from the students and parents that participated in STEM Camp:  
Student, “I love summer school, it’s so fun and you get to learn a lot more 
about building!”  Parent, “It was really fun and it helped my student a lot!”  

BUNKER FAMILIES AND STUDENTS EMBRACE STEM  by Donna Allen



MARQUETTE ELEMENTARY
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WELCOME BACK!!
A warm welcome back to the students and families of Marquette Elementary to the 2021-22 school year! The entire Marquette staff is looking forward to seeing 

your bright and shining faces in school each day. There are many exciting things planned for this school year with some changes. You will meet new staff, 
engage in new programs and be able to play on a new playground! 

Some of the changes include the start and end times of the day.  Elementary students are expected to begin class at 8:00 am and end the day at 2:12 pm. Most 
Fridays will be half days.  Make sure you refer to the district calendar to prepare for the changes in the schedule.  

You will notice that your student may have the same teacher as last year.  Several Marquette teachers will be looping with their students this year. Looping will 
allow teachers to continue the teaching from last year and continue to retain the relationships they established last year.  

I am proud to introduce you to several of the new teachers that have joined the Marquette staff this year. We have three teachers from Spain joining the Two Way 
Immersion (TWI) program,  an additional 1st grade teacher and two new teachers joining our Special Education staff.
I look forward to working with you this year!   ~ Mrs. Mary Scott , Marquette Principal

2ND GRADE TWI TEACHER
Hello everybody! My name is María Paz, but most of 

my friends call me Mari. I am from Malaga, a city in 
southern Spain. This school year I am going to work 
in Marquette Elementary School and I am very excited 
about the new experience at this school! 

 I was born in a city of my region Andalucía, called 
Córdoba. When I was five years old, my family moved 
to Málaga where I grew up with my sister and my 
brother. Other places I have lived  include Amsterdam 
and  Ecuador. I have also worked as a volunteer 

in different cities in Spain with children, adults with special needs and in 
abandoned animal charities. This type of opportunity makes people change 
their ideas about the world, social reality and to be aware about the difficult 
situations that many live in. All these experiences help me to be a better person 
and professional.  

 On the other hand, among my hobbies are watching history and current 
affairs documentaries, researching about animals and education, walking, 
traveling, reading, volunteering and sports such as hiking in mountains, fields 
or cities. I love animals! 

 It is a pleasure for me to know you very soon! Greetings to all of you!

LEVEL 2 SPECIAL 
EDUCATION TEACHER

Hi! My name is Allison Giannola. I am from Downriver, 
born and raised in Trenton. I graduated in April 
from Eastern Michigan University with a Bachelors 
in Elementary Education with an Endorsement in 
Special Education K-12 Learning Disabilities. If I am 
not relaxing watching a good movie, you will see me 
out on walks/hikes, at the beach or working out. I love 
spending time with my friends and family, as well as 

enjoying the outdoors! I am so excited to be a part of the Big Red team! 

LEVEL 1 SPECIAL 
EDUCATION TEACHER

My name is Megan Magee. I have a dog, Atlas, and 
two cats, Cat-A-Lina and Warden. During my free 
time, I enjoy traveling, turning pages in a book, doing 
outdoor activities and spending time with family and 
friends. I am going into my fourth year of teaching, 
learning and growing and looking forward to the 
2021-22 school year! Go Green! Go Big Reds!

1ST GRADE TWI TEACHER
My name is Andrea Arana. I have one child, Pol, 

who is 13 years old. I graduated as a teacher from the 
Women’s University Sacred Heart in Lima, Peru. I am 
an Early Childhood Education teacher and specialized 
in speech and language therapy trained to work with 
deaf children.  I consider the role of the teacher  very 
important in all societies because education is a 
fundamental part of our childhood. I present myself 
as a mother, teacher and a friend.  It is my honor to 
be a part of the Two Way Immersion program, to be 

working at this school and having the opportunity to share my knowledge as a 
teacher. As educators we are all in the same boat.
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1ST GRADE TEACHER
My name is Crissa King and I am so excited to 

teach first grade at MPS! I have taught all grades, 
Kindergarten to sixth, but first is definitely a favorite. 
I truly enjoy watching the huge leaps first graders 
make throughout the school year, both academically 
and socially. When I am not at school I enjoy reading, 
gardening, listening to music, and going for hikes. 
I am looking forward to meeting my new  students 
soon! 
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Moon Elementary 25 Day Challenge
The Moon Attendance Team will kick off the school year by launching 

our 25 Day Attendance Challenge (August 26 - September 30). We 
are encouraging all students to participate. However, support from our 
parents is needed to accomplish this goal. Our Attendance Team has 
planned incentives and opportunities of recognition for our students 
on a monthly basis over the course of the year. We will end the year 
with a school-wide celebration.  

The first day of school is Thursday, August 26, 2021. This will be 
a half day of instruction 8:00 a.m. - 11:25 a.m.  Friday, August 27 will be 
a full day of instruction 8:00 a.m. - 2:12 p.m. All students are required 
to fulfill their 60 minutes of online instruction daily. The entire Moon 
Team would like to meet and greet  all of our students on the first day!   
Our classroom teachers will begin instruction. They have planned 
activities that will contribute to your child’s success in the classroom, 
as well as set the tone for creating a community of learners in the  
classroom and throughout the building. If you would like to volunteer 
&/or support our Moon Attendance Team, please reach out to Mrs. 
Joy Dockery, Dean of Students & SFA Solutions Team Coordinator, at 
(231) 720 -2018 or jdockery@mpsk12.net.

NEW PARTNERSHIP: Moon Elementary School 
partners with FoodCorps for the 21/22 School Year

FoodCorps is a national organization of dedicated service members 
whose mission is to connect kids in schools to healthy foods through 
hands-on education, encouraging healthy school meals, and promoting 
a school-wide culture of health. Muskegon is a FoodCorps service site 
and hosts 2 FoodCorps members every year who engage in direct service 
within schools and the community.

FoodCorps members offer ongoing standards aligned curriculum 
to K-8 students throughout the school year as well as during summer 
programming. Students explore how food access affects their community 
at large and will engage in projects such as garden maintenance and 
management, community clean-up, food systems exploration, and a 
farm-to-table cooking curriculum. This allows us to connect Muskegon 
Public School students to nutritious foods and garden based curriculum 
(all of this while incorporating culture)! 

This project will begin with our Service Members working with the 21st 
Century After School Program. Our goal is to extend opportunities to our 
entire student body that will include hosting taste tests during lunch, 
going into classrooms and extending instruction with real life experiences.

Arrival & Dismissal
This year, in an attempt to make sure that all students have the 

opportunity to eat a nutritious breakfast, students will be having 
breakfast in their classrooms at 8:00 a.m. This means that doors to the 
building will not open prior to 8:00 a.m., so students should not arrive 
earlier than 7:50 a.m. Parents may stay with students at their assigned 
doors outside. Moon Staff  will assist in supervising students at the 
designated locations. Our Drop Off and Pick Up Zone will be the 
parking lot on Holbrook and Terrace.

There will be signs posted at these locations:

TERRACE STREET 
• Fourth & Fifth Grades:  Door #1

HOLBROOK STREET
• Kindergarten:  Doors  #10 & 11  
• First Grade:  Door#10   

HOYT STREET
• Second Grade:  Door #8 
• Third Grade:  Door #6

Welcome Back Moon Elementary 
Parents and Students!

In a few weeks, we will open our school doors and kick off the 
2021 - 2022 school year. Whether you are new to Moon  Elementary 
School or a returning student/family, we look forward to you being 
a part of the Moon Family. I encourage every student and parent to 
embrace the opportunity to make this a great school year.   

Together, we will create a year of excellence for all of our students 
by focusing on improving student achievement in all five content 
areas (Reading, Writing, Math, Science and Social Studies) as 
well as attendance and  family engagement. All parents will have 
the opportunity to learn new strategies that can be implemented 
at home that will impact student achievement across all areas. 
We, the Moon Staff, are determined to deliver excellent instruction 
and support services to ensure all students excel. Our staff will 
continue to implement our Positive Behavior Initiative, “BIG R.E.D.S. 
(Believe In Greatness Respectful, Excellent, Dependable and Safe)” 
and CHAMPS Expectations and Getting Along Together (GAT) 
curriculum to ensure that all students demonstrate the appropriate 
social behaviors and are able to learn in a positive school culture and 
climate. 

It is essential that we continue to focus on making our vision 
and mission the core of our daily work with children, teachers and 
parents. We all know that it takes a village to raise a child, and 
we ask that you join our team here at Moon Elementary to make 
this a reality. Please plan on volunteering this year. We will have 
opportunities for you to become reading mentors, participate in our 

Parent Teacher Organization, 
the list is endless. It is my 
hope that you will learn more 
about our expectations and 
the important work we will do 

together, hand in hand, to ensure that Moon Elementary is able to 
live out our creed “Strong Schools, Stronger Communities!”  

Moon Elementary Centennial Celebration
How amazing that we as a community can celebrate the 100th year of Moon 

Elementary as a pillar for educating children in Muskegon!  Marcus Garvey once said, 
“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin and culture is like a tree 
without roots.” Our students will learn about the rich Big Red Tradition established 
so that they are able to carry on the torch of greatness. We want to share your story, 
our story, and continue to write history for our school, district, and community as 
a whole. If you are an alumni of Moon Elementary or have worked here, please share 
your story and photo by contacting our main office at (231) 720-2700. We will be 
posting additional information about our Centennial Celebration on our Moon Page:  
https://muskegonpublicschools.org/schools/moon-elementary/
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OAKVIEW ELEMENTARY

M y name is Brian Gamm and I am the   
proud principal of Oakview Elementary. 

While the Summer has been wonderful, 
I am VERY excited to turn our attention 
toward the start of another new school 
year at Oakview. We all experienced 
the challenges of the past year.  For 
many of our families, things remain or 
have managed to become even more 
challenging. No one can predict the 
future, but I do know that regardless of 
what 21-22 has in store, as long as we can 
communicate and support each other, we 
will all be okay.  In fact, with the team we 
have here at Oakview and MPS, we have 

some pretty AMAZING things to look forward to. This year promises 
to be especially significant for several reasons.

Oakview is open and ready for your students! 
Oakview will start the school year with students and staff coming in-
person. Additionally, I am extremely happy to report ALL of Oakview’s 
classroom teachers are returning! Oakview’s teachers are amazing. 
They work very hard to make sure your children are successful 
and I am blessed to serve as their principal. In addition to having 
all of Oakview’s teachers back, I am also pleased to announce that 
Oakview’s main office staff is also returning (See contact information 
at end of article). 

Oakview has new hours! 
Oakview students will now start school at 8:00 am, Monday through 
Friday.  Oakview’s main office will be open at 7:30 am.  Oakview’s 
dismissal times have also changed.  Monday through Thursday, 
dismissal time will be at 2:12 pm. On Fridays, teachers will be engaged 
in professional development during the afternoons, so students will 
be dismissed at 11:25 am. 

Oakview Students have an “Achievement Hour Online!”
Not everything that happened last year was horrible. Last year 
cemented the fact that technology will ALWAYS play a vital role in 
our future. Under Mr. Cortez’s leadership, all MPS elementary schools 
are supporting students and families by offering a daily, 60 minute 
“Achievement Hour” that will be completed by each student online 
and off-campus. 
 
Oakview is getting a new playground! 
You may recall that my last Mirror article focused on Oakview’s brand 
new playgrounds. Well, (hopefully!) Oakview will have brand new 
upper and lower elementary playgrounds by the time you are reading 
this article. 

Oakview is setting, and achieving, our goals! 
One of Oakview’s focus areas for 2021-22 will revolve around setting 
goals.  Oakview staff, students, 
and parents will be engaged in 
learning more about goals that 
are applicable both in and out of 
school.   Setting and achieving 
goals isn’t an easy thing to do by 
yourself, so the staff of Oakview 
are working to become part of 
your student’s “Team” where each 
of us plays a role in supporting or 
“coaching” your student to achieve 
his/her goal(s).  With your support, 
I am confident that we can help 
your student set realistic and 
meaningful goals.  I am equally 
confident, with intentional teaching 
and coaching from Oakview’s 
fantastic team of teachers and 
support staff, that every student at Oakview will not just set goals, but 
they may achieve or even surpass them.

If you have any questions about any of the above information, or if you 
would like to schedule a time to take a tour of our amazing school, 
please feel free to contact me or any of our main office Oakview Staff.  

Dr. Brian Gamm, Principal (231) 720-2451
Mrs. Jennifer Halverson, Assistant Principal (231) 720-2456

Mrs. Sherry Essenberg, Secretary (231) 720-2450
Ms. Jennifer Black, Secretary (231) 720-2450

Brian Gamm
Oakview Elementary 

School Principal

WELCOME BACK!!  
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SERVICE
MUSKEGON PUBLIC SCHOOLS WILL CONTINUE TO 

FEED ALL STUDENTS FREE BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
 

Muskegon Public Schools will continue to feed ALL students free 
breakfast and lunch through our designation as a Community 
Eligibility Provision (CEP) school district with USDA (U.S. 
Department of Agriculture) during the 2021-22 school year.  If your 
child is hungry, please encourage them to eat. 

A Household Income Report (HIR) will be mailed home for you to 
fill out and return to us so we can maintain our CEP status, and 
continue to equitably distribute federal program dollars amongst 
our school buildings based on the information collected. It is 
essential that the form is filled out and returned to your child’s 
school building as quickly as possible.  The information you provide 
with this form is VERY important to our school district. If you have 
any questions please contact 231-720-2982.

We are working on our monthly meal calendars and will continue to 
feature a food focus, taste tests, Chef demonstrations and nutrition 
education for all of our students. Another exciting program that 
Food Service is involved with is Farm to School. We are working 
on ways to increase the amount of locally grown produce to serve 
to our students, in order to get the most nutritious and delicious 
tasting produce to them to enjoy.

You can visit http://muskegonpublicschools.nutrislice.com/ 
to view our daily breakfast and lunch menus. Once there you will 
find lots of nutritional information that will help answer your food 
questions including carbohydrate counts. We are available to 
assist you with any questions or concerns that you may have at 
foodhelp@mpsk12.net. Enjoy the rest of your summer and we look 
forward to serving you soon.

GLENSIDE
PRESCHOOL...YOUR FAMILY  PRESCHOOL...YOUR FAMILY  

NEEDS AN ADVOCATENEEDS AN ADVOCATE  
The Head Start Program at Glenside offers free quality preschool 

for eligible three and four year old children and a Family Advocate to 
assist you throughout the year. 

A Family Advocate works directly with the family of each child 
enrolled in the Head Start preschool program. They provide 
information about local resources, work with families on setting and 
achieving family goals, serve as a support for the classroom staff 
and the family, and help and prepare children and their families for 
kindergarten.

How can your family advocate help support you? By … 
1. helping complete the health requirements of the preschool 

program
2. providing attendance support, as needed
3. obtaining information about community resources for your 

family such as food, clothing, weatherization, and housing
4. encouraging you to become active in your child’s education
5. assisting you in achieving the goal you have set for yourself and 

your family
6. building a strong relationship through communication and 

home visits

The Family Advocate develops a family partnership and provides 
guidance for the child and family. This relationship is a bond that 
has continued for a number of our families as they reach out to our 
Family Advocate for years. 

As a parent you are your child’s first advocate however, the Head 
Start Advocate is here to assist you along the way in your child’s 
preschool education. Below are a few comments parents made 
about the relationship with the family advocates and staff:

• Thanks for an amazing two years of love and learning! 
• My daughter misses her friends & misses going to school.  

You have all made a huge impact on both her and I. Thank you!
• Very pleased with the education my son received.  

Loved all the staff. So caring.
• Everyone has been wonderful.

Join our Head 
Start family!  

Call to register your 
three or four year old 
for preschool today at 

720-2540  
(eligibility requirement will 

be discussed).



NON-PROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MUSKEGON, MI
PERMIT NO. 554

Muskegon Board of Education 
Bill O’Brien • President
Louis Churchwell • Vice President
G. Lynnette Marks • Secretary
Tasha Bibbs-Oakes • Treasurer
Billie J. Bruce • Secretary Pro-Tem
Kwame K. James • Board Trustee
Zachary Allen Anderson • Trustee 
Matthew Cortez • Superintendent

The “Muskegon Mirror” is published three times each year by Muskegon Public Schools, 1458 5th Street, Muskegon, MI 49441.  
Muskegon Public Schools accepts advertising to defray the cost of production and distribution and appreciates the support of its advertisers.  
Muskegon Public Schools does not specifically endorse advertisers or their products or services.  
Please contact Mark Williamson with inquiries at (231) 766-3038 or email to: mark@orshalrdproductions.com

*** ECRWSS***
POSTAL CUSTOMER

1458 5th Street, Muskegon, MI 49441
231.720.2000 phone • 231.720.2066 fax
www.muskegonpublicschools.org

In Muskegon Public Schools, we nurture productive thinkers 
who thrive in an ever changing technological society. 

Online Learning Daily
 

All K-12 students are assigned online learning each day M-F that will take 60-85 min
per day. Online learning is required and can be completed before or after school.

2021-2022 Schedule

Elementary K - 5
M-Th 8:00 am - 2:12 pm
Friday 8:00 am - 11:25 am

Secondary 6 - 12
M-Th 9:10 am - 2:52 pm 
Friday 9:10 am - 12:14 pm

Parent PowerSchool Account
All parents can regularly check grades,
attendance and view report cards with a
PowerSchool Parent Portal Account.  
Sign-up Here: QR Code

Download Our App!
Search "Muskegon Public Schools"

www.muskegonpublicschools.org
Technology Help Desk: (231) 720-2060

Attendance matters because YOU matter!

Every school day counts!


