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CONSTRUCTION NOTICE
NOTICE TO NETWORK:

GROUPS INVITED:
• Muskegon contractors
• Local contractors
• Minority owned contractors
• Women owned
• Veteran owned

CONTRACTORS MEET AND GREET 
JUNE 24, 2021 • 2:00PM
MPS DISTRICT SERVICES BUILDING
1800 E. LAKETON • MUSKEGON, MI 49442

BIG RED COMMUNITY JOB FAIR
JULY 1, 2021 • 2:00PM

MPS DISTRICT SERVICES BUILDING
1800 E. LAKETON, MUSKEGON, MI 49442

Employers REGISTER for a table:  
www.muskegonpublicschools.org

BY PHONE: (231) 720-2004

Any Muskegon County businesses seeking  
employees may register for a table.

For more information please see the Superintendents Letter on page three . . .
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HUMAN   RESOURCES   OFFICE 
SUMMER OFFICE HOURS: June 21 - July 30  7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Monday - Thursday  (closed on Friday)
Due to COVID-19 and limited access to central office, please call for an appointment

Debbie Fox
Administrative Assistant

231-720-2008 
dfox@mpsk12.net

Tina Wright
Chief Financial Officer and Talent 

Management

Sheila Brown
Human Resources Supervisor 

231-720-2025
sbrown@mpsk12.net

Betty Barnes
Payroll Specialist

231-720-2022  
bbarnes@mpsk12.net

Amanda Foster
Finance and HR Specialist

231-720-2056
afoster@mpsk12.net

EDUStaff
www.edustaff.org

Enviro-Clean Services
www.enviro-clean.com

Dean Transportation
www.deantransportation.com

Chartwells
www.chartwellsjobs.com

EMPLOYMENT PARTNERS:

Rashedia Cheatum ...........Lunchroom Aide ......................................................... Marquette
Dwight Elders .....................Technology ........................................Administration Building
Sue Felicioni ........................Accounting Supervisor ................Administration Building
Andrew Gokey ....................Stage Production Specialist ............................. High School
Sandra Goltz .......................Teacher ................................................................................... Bunker
Marla Heisser ......................Lunchroom Aide ................................................................ Bunker
Alex Herbert ........................Maintenance ................................. District Services Building
Kevin Herbert .....................Maintenance ................................. District Services Building
Roosevelt Sherrod ............Lunchroom Aide .............................................................Oakview
Bree Wilkerson ...................Lunchroom Aide .............................................................Oakview

NEW STAFF

THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
(MDE) IS LAUNCHING THE WELCOME BACK 
PROUD MICHIGAN EDUCATORS CAMPAIGN

The Michigan Department of Education (MDE) is launching the 
Welcome Back Proud Michigan Educators campaign for educators 

with expired credentials to return to the teaching workforce by reducing or eliminating 
professional learning recertification requirements. The campaign recognizes these 
educators’ experience and preparation while providing an opportunity for immediate 
employment with a local education agency (LEA), both traditional public school districts 
and public school academies (PSAs), as part of strategic efforts to increase the number of 
certified educators in areas of shortage. 

Contact the human resources office for more information at (231) 720-2008. 
Source: https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_14795_83465---,00.html

Thanks for the years of dedication and service to the Big Red 
Nation! All of you have helped our students and community 
become stronger. Although we will miss you working with us 

each day, you are always a part of our family.  
All the best and enjoy your retirement!

Lesley Bonnet
Math Teacher / MCEC

9 Years

Delores Bray
ELA Teacher / MCEC

2 Years

Kurt Chester
Maintenance II / MHS

35 Years

Katherine Cotton
LOA 5th Grade / Oakview

30 Years

Julie Ferrier
Special  

Education Teacher / MHS
33 Years

Wanda Greeno
Para Educator / Bunker

20 Years

Douglas Haase
Maintenance I / DSB

11 Years

Jeffrey Hentschel
Maintenance I

25 Years

Lisa Mencer
Social Studies Teacher

21 Years

Roger Mulder
Maintenance / DSB

39 Years

Sam Nesselroad
TWI / Marquette

11 Years

Paula Ray
Secretary / MMS

35 Years

Estella Thompkins-Brown
Social Worker

25 Years

Sam Villalpando
Maintenance I / DSB

22 Years

Mary Vinton
Para Educator / Bunker

22 Years

MUSKEGON
BIG REDS
4EVER!!



Summer is finally near!
What a year this has been for our students, 

staff, and parents. In typical Big Red fashion, 
we have persevered and will come out of 
this pandemic stronger. As difficult as this 
has been for you and your family, please 
take time to thank your teachers and 
administrators whenever possible. They 
have found a way to be highly creative to 
ensure the best education possible for all 
our students. They do it because of the love 
they have for our students and our district, 
but it is still a huge challenge. 

Thanks to the community voting to pass 
the bond, a lot of work is underway on and in 

our buildings. We are fortunate to have a terrific group of administrators 
and a construction team that work hard to bring the best to our district. 
The bidding process can be long and laborious but when it is finalized, 

we can be confident that we have done our due diligence to make our 
community proud. When a project is bid out, State law dictates how 
a bid can be accepted. It must be the “lowest most responsible” bid. 
A bid cannot simply be awarded because they are local. Your Board 
of Education is doing all we legally can to encourage use of local 
workers on these projects. This is where we need your help. If any of 
you know of a local construction business, please have them contact 
the business office at Muskegon High School. We want to maximize 
our contacts with local workers. There will be a meet and greet this 
summer that will provide an opportunity for local businesses to align 
themselves with some of the larger firms. 

Being part of the Big Red Nation brings a responsibility to each 
other and our community that never ends. We must not waiver in 
our confidence and our faith, that the Big Red Nation will continue to 
improve in every way possible.
Go Big Reds!
Bill O’Brien, President, Muskegon Public Schools Board of Education
eobrien@mpsk12.net • 231-578-9844

Bill O’Brien
President

Muskegon Public Schools 
Board of Education

ARTICLE FROM PRESIDENT O’BRIEN  by Bill O’Brien

Dear Big Red Nation, 
As we conclude the most unexpected 
year of schooling, I wanted to reach out 
and just say thank you. The support from 
our entire community to our district and 
our students has not waivered in any way. 
From parents helping out at home with the 
virtual schooling to the passing of two bond 
measures to the flexibility around the re-
opening of the buildings, you have all been 
a championship team. Our Big Red Nation 
has endured and moved forward toward our 

vision. It is through communication, listening, flexibility, innovative 
thinking, and partnerships that we have gotten through this school year. 
We have learned many lessons and experienced the ups and downs of 
a pandemic, but we will not allow this experience to be wasted. We are 
currently working to use our newly found data to influence how we 
move forward as an educational community and continue to do what is 
best for our kids.

Our Bonds are aimed to create the environment for learning that our 
students, staff and community deserve. We are moving steadily forward 
and a huge date is coming up for our community. June 24, 2021 at 2:00pm 
we will host a contractor meet and greet at our District Services Building. 
The goal of this meeting is to identify and build a stronger network with 
our local contractors. These will include any contractors in our city and 
any contractors that have a special designation (Minority, women, or 
LGBTQ owned businesses). We will have refreshments, banks, insurance 

companies, and larger contractors on site to develop a relationship 
with our local contractors. Our goal is to keep as much Bond money in 
our community to benefit our community workers and contractors as 
legally possible. Some of our local contractors have never used the bid 
process or think they are not large enough, but through some education, 
relationship, and partnership we are very confident that this can and will 
change to aid our community. It is our Big Red Nation that is paying and 
supporting the Bonds, so it only makes sense to help our community 
businesses and workers as much as possible. 

We are also going to plan for a local job fair for laborers to network 
with contractors and businesses throughout our community. Our 
hope and mission is to get Muskegon people working again and 
helping to transform our community beginning with the schools. It 
is only through our mutual partnership and relationship that we can 
effectively communicate and benefit one another. This job fair event will 
be on Thursday July 1, 2021 at 2:00pm at our District Services Building. 
We are hoping to build a job fair that entices all businesses to attend 
that are looking for help. We are asking for interested businesses or 
contractors to register either by phone; 231-720-2004, or via our website; 
www.muskegonpublicschools.org. 

We have witnessed what our community is capable of over the course 
of this pandemic and it is now time for us to take our first bold step into 
a new future. One that is based upon harmony, trust, and relationship 
between all of us in this great city. 

Educationally Yours,
                                               

SUPERINTENDENT

Matthew Cortez
Superintendent, Ed.S.
Muskegon Public Schools

JUNE 2021 | MUSKEGON MIRROR | www.muskegonpublicschools.org | 3

Superintendent of Schools
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As our 2020-2021 school year comes to a close, we are reflecting on what 
was probably the most challenging year in education for us all. The leaders 

and teachers of Muskegon Public Schools met this challenge with their usual 
dedication, and along with our families, we all went above and beyond for our 
children.

As our much needed summer break is before us, it is important to address 
the learning loss that sometimes happens over the summer months, but in 
addition, we also need to think about the learning loss that may have taken 
place during pandemic teaching.  It is well known that children who spend no 
time reading and writing over the summer can lose as much as 20% of their 
learning. We cannot afford for this to happen to our children following this 
unprecedented year. If your child has been invited to attend summer school, 
or has access to other summer activities, please find a way to make sure they 
attend.  

The following tips and activities can be done at home to keep more learning 
loss from occurring:

• Make sure your child reads for at least 20 minutes a day.  If you don’t 
have abundant books in your home, visit the local library.  When 
children choose their own books, they are more likely to read them.  Our 
local libraries also have summer programming for children.

• Have conversations before, during, and after reading together.  This 
increases vocabulary, higher-level thinking, and language skills.  

•  Help children learn how to break sentences into words and words into 
syllables.

• Help children sound out words smoothly.
• Model reading fluently by practicing reading aloud with your child.
• Ask your child to write about the characters, problem/solution, or 

interesting things learned from their reading.  Reading and writing 
develop together.

In addition to the wonder of reading a great book that you hold in your hands, 
there are also resources for online reading:

• Storylineonline.net - award-winning children’s books read aloud by 
celebrated actors

• Worldbookonline.com - easy-to-read content for elementary school 
learners - hundreds of activities, science projects, and experiments

•  Pbskids.org - light, fun online activities that help teach beginning 
reading skills

• Tweentribune.com - articles on all sorts of interesting nonfiction 
topics

Whatever method or activities you choose, 
it will all make a difference in the amount 
of learning your child retains, or even gains, 
over the summer. We want your child to 
be prepared for the 2021-2022 school year 
feeling confident and strong, and look 
forward to seeing them in the fall. 

TIPS FOR SUPPORTING  
READING AND WRITING AT HOME   

by Julie Ray, K-5 Reading/Writing Specialist, Muskegon Public Schools The past 18 months have been challenging for everyone and concerns about 
learning setbacks--especially in math--are probably on your mind. The 

good news is that school is not the only place children can learn. There are 
many ways parents and families can continue to support math learning not 
only over the summer, but throughout the school year. Talking about math is 
just as important for developing math skills as reading for 20 minutes every 
day is for learning to read. So, what are some things parents can do to help 
and still have fun?

Math is everywhere, yet talking about math with your child can seem 
unfamiliar, and maybe even a little bit scary! You can start a math conversation 
wherever you are: 

•  when you are making a meal, talk about heat and temperature, talk about 
measuring cups and spoons, talk about portion sizes like more/less or 
half, count how many knives, forks, and spoons will be needed

• while standing in line, count people or items, compare amounts, prepare 
change to give, find shapes on the floor or ceiling of the space you are in

• when you are running errands or when sitting in traffic, discuss the 
speedometer or the gas gauge, find shapes of signs, talk about the 
numbers used for radio stations, read numbers on license plates or traffic 
signs

With younger children, focus on accurate counting, naming shapes, 
recognizing numerals, and how much is one more or one less. For older 
children, you might also ask how many is that altogether? Older children 
can also focus on fractions in recipes, money and estimating while grocery 
shopping, or even statistics around their favorite athletes.

If you are feeling some anxiety about how to talk with your child about math, 
there’s a free app for that! The “Bedtime Math” app for ages 3-9  is available 
in English and Spanish for iPhone/iPad and Android (bedtimemath.org). A 
recent study found that when parents used this app to talk math, it resulted in 
an improvement in their children’s math achievement that was long lasting—
even up to 3 years after the families stopped using the app. 

Another great resource with ideas for talking about math with 
children that range from stepping stones, to eggs, to counting avocados, 
halves, and grapefruit, is the website “Talking Math With Your Kids”  
(talkingmathwithkids.com).

MATH IS EVERYWHERE!
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EXCITING HANDS-ON LEARNING! 

by Kristy Tolbert, Elementary Social Studies
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Students at Marquette had the chance to 
examine their school playground, which 
will soon be updated, and then propose 
some changes they would like to see to 
their school principal.  Our students and 
teachers did amazing work this year as 
they engaged in teaching and learning 
despite all the obstacles!

Despite the challenges of having a 
very different school year, our 2nd 

grade students have still been able 
to experience project-based learning 
through their social studies curriculum. 
Second grade teachers wrapped up 
the year with an exciting civics unit. In 
this unit, students learn about a public 
or community issue. They identify this 
issue, learn all the details related to 
how it impacts the community, gather 
facts and information, and then form 
their own opinions.  

Normally students would present their findings and opinions in an in-
person presentation to a local elected official.  This year we had to do things 
differently! Students at Moon, Bunker and Oakview examined the issue of 

proposed changes at 
Pere Marquette Beach. 
They examined data, 
read news articles and 
releases, and became 
informed about some 
of these changes.  
Then they wrote 
letters to Muskegon 
City Commissioners.  
In a year when we 
can’t do everything 
in-person, this still 
allowed students to 
communicate their 

opinions to an elected official! This was the best way for students to 
communicate their opinions.  

Muskegon Public Schools receives State and Federal funding for the purposes 
of creating a learning environment that promotes high levels of learning for 
all students. Federal grant monies are allocated to the district based on the 
number of low-income and/or English Learners enrolled in our schools. MPS 
receives the following Federal grants:

TITLE I monies are used for extra educational services for children most in 
need of educational help. The focus of the Title I program is to help students 
meet the high standards expected of all children. Only our elementary schools 
and Muskegon Middle School receive Title I funding. Our building principals 
and their leadership teams along with parent input determine the use of 
funding. Examples of Title I funding include:

• Instructional Coaches
• Success for All Reading program
• Playworks Playground Supervisor program
• Building Level Parent Liaison 
• McKenny Vento Liaison and Tutors
• Celebration of learning ceremony for 5th grade students & parents
• Kinderfest
• Success for All parent engagement initiatives
• Parent learning nights to support parent involvement
• Open house for Title I services
•  Math & science nights to support parent involvement
• Kits to create at home learning activities
• One School, One Book events
• March is reading month events

TITLE IIA monies are allocated to MPS to increase student academic 
achievement through strategies such as improving teacher and principal 
quality and increasing the number of highly qualified teachers in the 
classroom. Muskegon Public Schools uses Title IIa funding for the training 
and development of all professional staff. 

TITLE III funding is used to ensure that English learners attain English 
proficiency and develop high levels of academic achievement and assist 
teachers, administrators, and other school leaders in developing and 
enhancing their capacity to meet the needs of English learners. Muskegon 
Public Schools uses Title III funding for materials, programs, and professional 
development for teachers and administrators to best support English learners. 
MPS uses Title III funds on English learner teacher salaries, Accelerated 
Reader Intervention software, and professional development.

TITLE IV monies are used  to 1) provide all students with access to a well-
rounded education, 2) improve school conditions for student learning, and 3) 
improve the use of technology in order to improve the academic achievement 
and digital literacy of all students. Muskegon Public Schools uses Title IV 
funding for technology purchases, programs, and professional development 
for teachers and administrators to best support all students. 

As always, we encourage parents and families to provide input in our 
continuous improvement process. If you have any suggestions or ideas for 
program improvement, please contact your child’s building principal. 

If you have any questions regarding our Federal funding, please contact 
the Executive Director of Instructional Services, Dr. Jennifer Hammond at  
(231) 720-2083. 

Thank you for your continued support of Muskegon Public Schools. 

PARENT ENGAGEMENT IS THE KEY TO STUDENT SUCCESS!
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The unconventional 2020-2021 school year here at MPS is in the books.  
Our students and staff have all been learning in new and exciting ways.  
Students have become technological geniuses and teachers have learned 
all new teaching techniques! We were fortunate enough to return to a 
small sense of normalcy in February as some students returned to face-to-
face learning. That change allowed us the opportunity to get back to some 
hands-on science curriculum. In 1st grade, students were really excited 
to welcome Fiddler Crabs into their classrooms and in 2nd grade, the 
students welcomed live Geraniums into the classroom.

1st grade students were able to set up a 
habitat for the Fiddler Crabs and make 
daily observations which lead to a lot 
of learning in the classroom. Here are a 
few facts about Fiddler Crabs:

Why are Fiddler Crabs called “fiddler”?
The term “fiddler” is used to refer to someone 
who plays the violin. One of the claws of the male 
Fiddler Crabs is much larger than the other one, 
held in front of their body just as a fiddler holds 
his violin. This is why they have been named 
“fiddler”.
Can Fiddler Crabs breathe underwater?
Yes, Fiddler Crabs can breathe underwater. 
These crabs have both gills and a lung, a fact that 

enables them to breathe both underwater and land.
What is the natural habitat of Fiddler Crabs?

The natural habitat of the Fiddler Crabs is the coastal region, which 
is why these little creatures can be found on all continents, except 
Antarctica.

Can Fiddler Crabs be kept as pets?
Yes, certainly. Fiddler Crabs are the second most common pets, after 
the Hermit Crabs.

2nd grade students were able 
to observe Geraniums in their 
classrooms. They were able 
to design an experiment that 
demonstrates that plants grow 
towards the light and watched 
their plants grow through what 
is called a shoebox maze. They 
also learned what all plants 
need to live and grow and how 
to care for their Geraniums.

As thorough and engaging as our teachers were this year, we know that 
cannot replace the learning that takes place in the classroom when all the 
students are with the classroom teacher in person.  As summer starts, please 
consider some of the available resources included below to help your MPS 
student stay educated on the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS).

•  https://cerealcityscience.org/learn-at-home
•  https://www.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/science/
• https://mysteryscience.com/

SUMMER SCIENCE UPDATE 2021 by Joshua Presson
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You can experiment 
with Penny Chemistry 
by following the 
directions below:

Penny Chemistry
Here is a fun activity you can do at home with your child called

MATERIALS:
• Various coins
• A plate or plate (not paper!)
• Vinegar
• Paper Towels

PROCEDURE:
1. Fold 2-3 paper towels so it fits into your bowl or onto 

your plate.
2. Place the coins on top of the paper towel, towards  

the center of the towel.
3. Pour vinegar over the coins until the paper towel is 

saturated.
4. Fold the paper towel around the coins and press down 

firmly on the coins.
5. Now, we wait. Check on your coins over the next few 

hours, making sure to wrap them back up in the vinegar-
soaked paper towel. Do you notice any changes?

6. Let it sit overnight and check the coins the next day. 
What do you see?

Joshua Presson
K-8 Science Specialist
Muskegon Public Schools
231-720-2030 • jpresson@mpsk12.net

As always, please feel free to contact me if you have 
questions about our science program.
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IS YOUR CHILD, “KINDER READY”?

Preparing for kindergarten can be exciting and stressful for your whole family. Kindergarten may be very 
different from the way it was when you were a child. Many parents wonder if their child is ready for school. 
• Some children seem too young or not ready for school. Some families and teachers believe that 

getting older will help the child get ready for kindergarten. This is not always true. Remember that 
children change a lot between May and September. 

• Children grow and develop by learning from the world around them. Meeting new people and 
interacting with other children will help your child learn and grow. 

• Kindergarten can help parents help their children at home. Every child wants to feel safe and ready to succeed in school. Family is the most important 
factor in supporting your child to achieve these feelings. Family support helps encourage your child to learn. 

When preparing your child for kindergarten it is important to think not only of their academic skills, but also your child’s maturity and social skills, as 
well. Remember to make learning fun.  Young children need to learn through play. They are not able to sit still for long periods. Learn things like letters, 
numbers and colors through play using manipulatives and sensory items, such as play-doh or shaving cream, and even adding gross motor fun by going on 
scavenger hunts, skipping, jumping, etc.

1. WRITING
• Help your child practice writing letters, especially the 

letters in his/her name.
• Teach your child how to write his/her name with an 

uppercase first letter and the remaining letters in 
lowercase.

• Write using shaving cream in the bathtub, salt or sugar 
in a cake pan or finger paint to make practicing more fun 
and multisensory.

2. LETTER RECOGNITION
• Play games to help your child recognize some letters of 

the alphabet.
• Play hide and seek with refrigerator magnets.
• Rather than drilling your child with flashcards, use them 

to play a game of alphabet Go Fish.
3. BEGINNING SOUNDS

• Make your child aware of the sound that each letter 
makes.

• Find items around the house that begin with the same 
sound and identify the letter that makes each sound.

• Overemphasize the first sound in words to help your child 
hear the individual sounds in words.

4. NUMBER RECOGNITION AND COUNTING
• Count throughout the day. For example, count the 

crackers he/she is eating for snack or the socks that you 
take out of the dryer.

• Point out numbers you see in your environment and have 
your child name them.

5. SHAPES AND COLORS
• If your child is having trouble recognizing certain colors, 

you might add a little food coloring to cookie dough, milk 

or vanilla pudding to emphasize those colors.
• Help your child recognize more difficult shapes, such as 

diamonds and rectangles, by showing her how to draw 
them on paper and cut them out.

• Play games in which your child finds objects of 
particular colors and shapes around the house or in the 
neighborhood as you drive.

6. FINE MOTOR SKILLS
• Give your child several different writing options (colored 

pencils, crayons, markers, etc.) to help keep him/her 
interested in writing and drawing.

• Play with play dough to strengthen the muscles of the 
hand that will be used for writing.

7. CUTTING
•  Purchase a good pair of child-safe scissors and let your 

child practice.
• Give him/her old magazines or newspapers to cut up, or 

allow him/her to make a collage of the things he/she likes 
by cutting them from magazines and gluing them to a 
piece of paper.

8. READING READINESS
• Run your finger under the words as you read to your child 

to help her learn that words go from left to right and top 
to bottom.

• Play games with rhyming words to help your child hear 
similar sounds in words. For example, as you are going up 
the stairs, name one word that rhymes with cat for each 
step as you go up.

9. ATTENTION AND FOLLOWING DIRECTIONS
• Read lots of stories with your child and work up to 

reading longer chapter books, one chapter each night or 

as long as he/she remains interested and focused.
• Give your child two and three step directions. For 

example: “Put on your pajamas, brush your teeth and pick 
a book to read.”

• Play Simon Says with two or three step directions. For 
example: “Simon Says, jump up and down and shout 
hooray.”

10. SOCIAL SKILLS
• Give your children opportunities to interact with other 

children in preschool, church or social groups or play 
dates.

• Teach your child how to express his/her feelings if he/she 
doesn’t like something.

• Role-play different situations he/she might experience on 
the playground or at school. Help find solutions for typical 
problems he/she might encounter.

11.  INDEPENDENCE
• Use the bathroom independently. This includes wiping, 

washing his/her own hands and making sure clothes are 
in the right place and fastened before opening the door.

• Put on and take off coat and backpack by themselves.
• Eat independently, including opening containers or 

packages for lunch or snack.
• Clean up after themselves.

Chances are you’re already practicing many of the skills 
your child will need for kindergarten. Remember to keep 
it fun and don’t make it stressful for you or your child. 
With just a little practice, your child will be prepared for 
his/her elementary school debut!

YOU CAN HELP PREPARE YOUR CHILD FOR KINDERGARTEN SUCCESS
• Talk about school in a positive way. Share your favorite things about your school experience.
• Ask your child about their fears and don’t ignore the feelings they share with you. Going to school for the time can be very scary!
• Drive by the school your child will be attending and talk about it or stop and play on the playground.
• Attend open houses and/or orientation so that your child can become familiar with the inside of the building and meet their teacher.
• A few weeks before school starts establish a routine at night to make sure your child is getting plenty of sleep.
• Talk about what will happen on the first day of school. Who will take them? Who they may see at school? What they may have for lunch?
• READ! READ! READ! Go to the library and get new books, make predictions while reading, make connections to other books or real life.
• WRITE! Give your child a journal to write in every day. Writing can mean drawing pictures or practicing letters, numbers or words.
• Play games with your child – and don’t always just let them win. Taking turns and winning and losing gracefully are great skills to have.
• Make all outings educational. Look for letters in their name or play “I Spy” finding colors, letters and numbers.
• Go out and explore! Any time your child is out, they are learning. Talk to them about what they are experiencing. Encourage questions and curiosity.

THE FOLLOWING ARE SKILLS TO HELP YOUR CHILD LEARN BEFORE ENTERING KINDERGARTEN:

ENROLL YOUR KINDERGARTENER AT:
Poole Administration Building

1458 5th Street, Muskegon, MI 49440
(231) 720-2013

SUMMER HOURS: MONDAY-THURSDAY 8 AM -4 PM 

The Following is What Your Child Will Need to Know to be Ready for Kindergarten



MCEC: The City as School! 

The 2020-2021 school year is coming 
to a close, and few will forget this year 
since it has been so very different 
from just about any other school year 
on record. In the news, the phrase 
“return to normal” has been used 
frequently to mean many things. 
At MCEC, we have been creating 
partnerships within our community 
to rethink what a “normal” school 
should look like.

The City as School is a concept which means simply 
creating partnerships within the community to create 
opportunities for students to explore their interests, 
identify their potential career pathways, and finally 
implement plans that will place them in settings that will 
further their career options, leading to additional training 
or education and/or a position in their desired field. 

MCEC and Muskegon Community College (MCC) have 
created a partnership called the WOW! Academy (World 
of Work). Within this partnership, MCEC students will take 
courses at MCC in one of the certificate programs offered 
on the MCC campus. To begin the WOW! Academy, five 
certificate tracks were identified, and students chose which 
track most appealed to them. The MCEC staff have been 
meeting with Dan Rinsema-Sybenga, Dr. Ed Brietenbach, 
and Stephanie Briggs from MCC throughout the 2020-2021 
school year to make sure the WOW! Academy is ready to 
begin in September 2021. 

If you missed it, check out the 
MCEC Facebook page to see 
three of our WOW! Academy 
students on signing day. 
We are very excited about 
students being able to get 
started in their careers early, 
so they graduate high school 

with a plan to achieve their goals and really live into their 
dreams! Check our MCEC Facebook page from time to 
time: more City as School partnerships are coming!

Paul Kurdziel
Muskegon Community 

Education Center

MUSKEGON COMMUNITY EDUCATION CENTER
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OFFICE OF SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTION
Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE)

When shown the letter “H,” most of the 
students within Andrea Gautraud’s Early 
Childhood Special Education (ECSE) 
classroom, ranging from ages three to five, 
“blew on their hot food” to produce the 
consonant sound. Many of the students 
within Andrea and Tara Turner’s ECSE 
classrooms in the Muskegon Public School 
district utilize augmentative and alternative 
communication (AAC) to communicate. 
AAC can be low tech, such as pointing at 
laminated pictures, or high tech, such as 

using iPads to speak a word when a button is pressed. Tara and Andrea 
have adopted the “Tell-Me: AAC in the Preschool Classroom’’ literacy 
program. This program was created for children with delayed or totally 
absent speech and language skills. Everyday, for two to three weeks, 
the teachers read the same story, while emphasizing three words both 
verbally and through modeling on an AAC device. 

The three target words are 
referred to as core vocabulary 
words. Core vocabulary words 
make up 85% of what is said in the 
English language (e.g., want, stop, 
more, no). After reading the story, 
Andrea and Tara create crafts, 
games, or different activities to 
help further highlight how these 
words can be used in a variety 

of settings. The progress made through the implementation of this 
literacy program has been incredible. 

Megan Hanson, the Speech-Language Pathologist who services 
these classrooms, has been impressed with the program application, 
the dedication of teachers/paraprofessionals, and the overall increase 
in speech and language skills. Many of the students within these 
classrooms have minimal or no spoken language and require a unique 
approach to learn to communicate. Andrea, Tara, and Megan work 
together weekly to discuss ways to best support their students’ speech 
and language needs, increase individual participation, and better fulfill 
the program the following week. 

“These students often need more time to learn to listen and speak,” 
Hanson says. “We are working on these skills in a concentrated fashion 
and giving them a multitude of exposure opportunities throughout 

the day.” Most of those in the 
program since September know 
many letters and sounds. The 
students listen to the stories with 
some degree of concentration 
and many spontaneously use 
these core vocabulary words 
in non-structured activities. 
“It just goes to show that 
early intervention does work,” 

Hanson says, “and we will continue to improve our execution of the 
Tell-Me program as the years progress.”



MPS ENROLLMENT
Our MPS families are now able to enroll their student(s) online. Simply go 

to our website (www.muskegonpublicschools.org), under Parent Resources, 
enrollment information, select the enrollment link. You can take a picture of all 
required documents to upload during the online enrollment process. We have 
computers available at each one of our buildings including the Administration 
Building (now located at 1458 5th Street, Room E126). Our hours are Monday 
through Friday from 8:00 am - 4:00 PM. Starting June 25th, our offices are 
closed on Fridays. Regular Monday - Friday will return starting August 1.

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS:
• Two proofs of residency: MUST provide a copy of your utility bill, 

assessment/property tax statement, rental/lease agreement (must 
include landlord’s telephone and signature) and one other piece of mail, 
no junk mail. Dated within 30 days at time of enrollment.

• Parent/Guardian’s Identification: Driver’s license or passport
•  Birth Certificate: An original certified/state issued birth certificate that 

can be viewed and copied by MPS
•  Official Michigan Immunization Records: State law requires that your 

child’s immunizations must be up-to-date or your child cannot enter 
school. Pick up a copy from your local health department.

•  Custody/Guardianship court documents (if applicable)
•  Copy of most current Special Education/IEP (if applicable)
• Transcripts and current grades from previous school for High School 

students
NEW KINDERGARTENERS 

Did you know that your new kindergartner needs to have a hearing, vision 
and dental exam before entering school.

Please schedule an appointment with your family dentist and doctor and 
provide documentation to the Elementary building in which your student is 
enrolled.

If you do not have a family dentist or doctor, you can reach out to Muskegon 
County Health Department and/or Hackley Community Care to schedule an 
appointment.

Make sure to enroll your Kindergartner using our online process:  
(www.muskegonpublicschools.org, under Parent Resources, then enrollment 
information.)
RECEIVED SCHOOL OF CHOICE (SOC) APPLICATIONS 

For all families that applied for SOC during May 1 - 30, you will receive 
a decision letter after July 1, 2021. There are unlimited seats in grades 
Kindergarten through 11th grade. If your student is accepted, you will receive 
your acceptance letter and information on how to enroll your student.

Consideration for SOC is be based on suspension within the previous two 
years, felony charges or expulsion and truancy. If your student is denied, you 
will receive your decision letter after July 1.

If you are a current MPS student and filled out the In-District Transfer 
request, you will receive a letter after August 1 letting you know if we are able 
or not to transfer your student. If we accept your transfer request, you will have 
to contact Brenda Kota (231-720-2013, bkota@mpsk12.net) to let us know that 
you want us to transfer your student. The qualifications for this process, you 
must have a sibling(s) in the school you are requesting to be considered.

Transportation will not be provided for SOC or in-district transferred 
students.

If you have any questions, please call Brenda Kota,  
Central Registrar at 231-720-2013 or email bkota@mpsk12.net.  

Have a safe and happy summer.

IMPACT Summer Program

Twenty First Century Community Learning Centers are funded in part by a 21st CCLC 
grant from the US Department of Education.

SUMMER ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
Are you looking for a summer program that will provide a safe, enriching 

and fun environment for your student to get exposure, gain experiences 
and connect with the community?  IMPACT is just what you’re looking 
for! The goal for IMPACT is to provide high quality academic enrichment 
opportunities to all students attending one of our seven sites: Bunker, 
Marquette, Moon, Oakview, Muskegon Middle, Muskegon High and 
Campbell Elementary.

This summer our K-4th grade students will work together for 7-weeks 
investigating and responding to the shortage of food experienced during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.  In partnership with Summer Food Corps, our 
summer learning goal for our elementary sites is to help students recognize 
science in everyday life through authentic and engaging project based 
learning. 
During the summer students will: 

• Problem solve
• Develop their own personal greenhouses
• Explore the process of water filtration 
• Learn the process of photosynthesis
• Gain knowledge on supply and demand
• Visit a local Farmer Market, community gardens, local greenhouses, 
and farms 

• Develop and prepare healthy recipes using the fruits/vegetables that 
they have grown!

And much more! 
While we will be turning our thumbs “green” at our elementary sites; 

middle school and high school have developed a program that will bridge 
the gap from elementary to middle school and middle school to high school. 
You ask how?

The idea of the program is to utilize the 21st CCLC summer sessions for 
an exciting 5th and 8th “Jumpstart” experience by offering 2.5 hours of 
academics in Math/Pre-algebra and ELA. The goal of the program is to 
assist students in successfully transitioning into the middle or high school 
learning environment by equipping them with the necessary academic and 
personal skills to help prepare them for and get a jumpstart on the middle/
high school learning experience.

In conjunction with the program each student will be linked up with a 
MHS Mentor whose primary responsibility will be to assist the jumpstart 
students in the transitional head start by exposing the students to activities 
that build:

• Teamwork 
• Self-confidence 
• Character and resilience 
• Academic and personal success 

Elementary sites will meet Monday through Thursday from
9:00 a.m to 2:00 p.m.

Middle and High school sites will meet Monday through Thursday from
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

All sites will start on June 14th and conclude on July 22nd.

Breakfast and lunch will be served 
daily through the Summer Feeding 
Program.
Stop by your school main office and 
get your student registered TODAY! 

STUDENT SERVICES • Enrollment Information
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POPPEN PROGRAMS NEWS
THE NANCY K. POPPEN PROGRAM HAS BEEN EXTRA CREATIVE THIS YEAR! 

The Nancy K. Poppen Program has been extra creative this year 
in how we get our arts education opportunities to the students 

in the program! Our visual arts, strings, creative writing and spoken 
word performance students have been able to meet in person at a 
safe distance and masked; while many others have chosen Zoom 
lessons this year, or simply chosen to take a break from their extra-
curricular arts studies while we navigate the challenges of a pandemic. 
We are looking forward to fall of 2021, when we hope to see some 
faces we haven’t for a while, and we are grateful to welcome a large 
group of new applicants ready to get involved with more awesome 
opportunities here at MPS when we return after the summer break!

The Nancy K. Poppen Program is open to ANY student in 3rd through 
11th grade, who attends a school in the MPS district. Students can 
apply for visual arts lessons, private music lessons, creative writing 
or spoken word performance, theatre classes, or dance classes. Our 
next application deadline will be November 1st, 2021. You can visit our 
website, poppenprograms.org, to apply, or visit your school’s front 
office for a hard copy application folder! 

This spring, we say goodbye to the following Nancy K. Poppen 
seniors, and congratulations to those who earned a Sherman R. 
Poppen college scholarship for the 2021-22 school year! We are so 
grateful to support you in your journey to becoming a better artist!

Nancy K. Poppen Seniors MHS Class of 2021: 
JayJuan Agnew, visual arts
Madelynn Garver, visual arts
Tristen Hutchins, visual arts
Lester Lewis, visual arts
Robert Martin, saxophone
Annabelle Ogle, visual arts
Zachary Wiggins, visual arts

Sherman R. Poppen Scholars 2021-22:
DaCaria Booker, Olivet College
Alannah Collins, Western Michigan University
Madelynn Garver, Muskegon Community College 
Cruz Peña, Grand Valley State University 
Sarah Tarte, Muskegon Community College
Xavaier Williams, Grand Valley State University

Congratulations!
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Muskegon, Michigan 49440 
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Kids need stability to 
thrive
Children in foster care often 
move from place to place. You 
can give them a place to call 
home. 

You don’t have to be perfect
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provide both structure and flexibility. 
Parents who have a sense of humor 
and are open to new parenting 
techniques. Parents who advocate 
fiercely and love generously.

You’ll have a team behind you at 
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Take the next step today!

(231) 215-0094
Bethany.org/FosterCareAdoption 

Foster care and foster care adoption vary by state.
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Hackley Community Care is “All In” when it comes to adolescent health care!

Summer Services at  
Muskegon Teen Health Center

Did you know your student has continued access to school based 
health services during the summer school closure?  As a parent, you 
understand that caring for our kids doesn’t stop at the end of the 
school year. Our Hackley Community Care Muskegon Teen Health 
Center remains open to provide care and services to your student 
during the summer break.  

Summer Hours of operation are June 14th – August 16th, Monday 
– Thursday from 8am – 4:30pm, closed on Fridays.  Primary services 
provided included medical, dental and mental health counseling for 
students ages 5 – 21.  

We also want to remind you that summer is the perfect time to 
complete sports physicals.  If your child is enrolled in any school sport, 
they can get their sports physical at the Muskegon Teen Health Center 
as part of their well-child exam and we will bill your insurance. If your 
child’s yearly exam is up to date, they can still receive their sports 
physical at the Teen Health Center for $15. 
Students from all school districts and grade levels are welcomed!
We’d be honored to assist your student this summer with any of the 
following healthcare needs:

• Sports Physicals 
• Immunizations
• Annual Well Child Check-ups
• Individual Behavioral Health therapy
• Chronic Disease Management
• Dental Cleanings and Exams 
• STI Testing and Treatment (*Confidential appointments available)

The Muskegon Teen Health Center is located on the campus of 
Muskegon High School at 80 W. Southern Ave. (near the Redmond 
Potter Gymnasium parking lot entrance). To schedule an appointment, 
please call 231.733.6680.

JOY EVANS, HCC SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH PROGRAM MGR.                                                       

Michigan School Immunizations
Immunizations are one of the most effective measures in protecting 

children from harmful diseases and death. The Michigan Public Health Code 
requires all children who attend school in Michigan to have an up-to-date 
immunization history or a valid waiver on file per Administrative Rules. All 
schools are required to report their immunization status to their jurisdictional 
local health department. A child who fails to meet these immunization 
requirements shall not be admitted into the school. It is the responsibility of 
the parent(s)/guardian(s) to ensure that their child has received all required 
vaccine doses upon school entry. Since 1978, Michigan law requires that each 
student possess a certificate of immunization at the time of registration (or no 
later than the first day of school) for entry into kindergarten, 7th grade, or into 
a new school district involving grades 1-12.

Vaccination requirements for school entry are implemented to maintain 
high vaccination coverage and protect school children from vaccine-
preventable diseases. Before a child can attend kindergarten, seventh grade, 
childcare or enroll in a new school district in Michigan, parents or guardians 
are required to produce documentation that confirms their child has either 
received the school-required immunizations or has received at least one dose 
of each of the required immunizations and is awaiting receipt of subsequent 
doses to be administered at appropriate intervals.  Parents can also provide 
documentation that an immunization requirement has been waived for 
religious, medical, or other (sometimes referred to as philosophical) reasons. 
High waiver rates and low vaccination coverage leave children vulnerable to 
vaccine-preventable diseases.

Immunization Waiver Information
In December, 2014, the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules approved 

a new educational requirement for Michigan parents opting their children out 
of getting vaccinated before entering school.

The new rule allows parents/guardians to have the opportunity to speak 
with a health educator from their local health department about their 
concerns and questions regarding immunizations prior to the nonmedical 
waiver being signed. 

Any parent/guardian who wants to claim a nonmedical waiver will need 
to receive education regarding the benefits of vaccination and the risks 
of disease from a county health department before obtaining the certified 
nonmedical waiver form through the Local Health Department. The new 
rule requires the use of the State of Michigan nonmedical waiver form dated 
January 1, 2019.

IMMUNIZATIONS AND HEALTH

When will kids be able to get the 
Covid19 Vaccine?

Pfizer’s vaccine is authorized for people  
16 and older, while the Moderna and Johnson 
& Johnson vaccines are authorized for those 
18 and older. Pfizer has asked federal officials 
to consider expanding eligibility for its vaccine 
to those as young as 12, and both companies 
are researching how their vaccines work in 
children as young as 6 months. Anthony Fauci, 
director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, has said he expects high 

school students will be able to get a vaccine by this fall and that “kids of any 
age” will likely be eligible by early next year. (souce AARP, 4/27/21)



HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
On April 26th 2019, 
no one in the city of 
Muskegon had heard of 
Covid-19.

It certainly wasn’t a thought in the heads of 
the class of 2019 as they left Nelson School and 
headed to the Watermark for Prom 2019.   Fast 
forward an amazing seven hundred and forty 
one days to when the class of 2021 was able 
to “Show Off” for a small group of friends and 
family at Nelson School.  

It was a brisk morning on May 7th 2021, the 
senior class at Muskegon High School was 
able to see the light at the end of the tunnel in 

regards to the Covid-19 pandemic.  After a year long battle with many ups 
and downs, young ladies and gentlemen rolled up fancy cars, had their 
makeup, nails, and hair done, polished their shoes, and slipped into dresses 
they were dreaming to wear this spring.  The last 15 months has taught 
us not to take life for granted.  Regardless of whether you were a virtual 
student all year, or choose to come back in-person, we were all in this 
together.  All students had the opportunity to have one of the most iconic 
and memorable senior year experiences.  

On a chilly evening with the sun shining from the west, as 5:30pm hit, the 
screens of iphones held by ecstatic Big Reds  illuminated at Nelson Field.  
A small crowd gathered and excitement was in the air.  The stage was set 
and music was playing as the class of 2021 began their prom show.  You 
could see faces beaming with excitement as something innately normal 
was finally happening for them.  With limited attendance and cancellations 
abundant, the class of 2021 didn’t get Friday nights at historic Hackley field 
to cheer on their Big Reds, homecoming pep assemblies were non-existent, 
and there was no winter dance to enjoy!  This night was for them. With 
Covid-19 protocols in place, the event was not exactly what they dreamed 
of as freshmen four years prior, but it was still their night.  While our hearts 
hurt for the class of 2020 and all of the things that a sweeping pandemic 
took from them, we are overjoyed that this year’s class will have memories 
that will last a lifetime. 

Senior Aniyah Ford says “ The night was really memorable, it was nice 
to see all of my classmates dressed up, smiling, and happy.  There was a 
sense of relief that we were able to have something to celebrate for our 
senior year as we thought we might have nothing at all.  Moving forward 
we hope that future classes have the opportunity to have a real prom.  In 
the short term we are excited about graduation in a few weeks.  I’m really 
excited at the prospect of going to college and being able to interact with 
my professors on campus.”  

While many hope to forget the difficulties of the pandemic, both 
academically and socially, our seniors can look back and be proud of 
the obstacles they have overcome.  With many more exciting in-person 
experiences coming for the class of 2021, it is our hope that our seniors 
feel the love and excitement we have for them as they move on to the next 
chapter of their lives. 

With Big Red Pride!   ~ Tim 

Tim Hoffman 
Muskegon High School 

Principal
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GO MUSKEGON
BIG REDS!!

Technology  Department

Our address is: 1800 E. Laketon Ave Muskegon, MI 49442. 

Call the help desk with any technology questions or concerns 
and someone will gladly speak with you or return your call as 

soon as possible.

Technology Help Desk number:  
(231) 720-2060



MIDDLE SCHOOL
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Despite the challenges of this school 
year, with COVID, FoodCorps service 

members have continued to engage students 
in food and garden based experiential 
education experiences at Bunker and 
Oakview Elementary!

FoodCorps is a national organization of 
dedicated service members whose mission 
is to connect kids in schools to healthy foods 
through hands-on education, encouraging 

healthy school meals, and promoting a school-wide culture of health. 
Muskegon is a FoodCorps service site and hosts 2 FoodCorps members 
every year who engage in direct service within schools and the 
community! 

FoodCorps members offer ongoing standards aligned curriculum 
to K-8 students throughout the school year as well as during summer 
programming. This year, FoodCorps will be assisting 21st Century in 
delivering summer programming at both Bunker and Oakview Elementary 
schools! Students will explore how food access affects their community 
at large and will engage in projects such as garden maintenance and 
management, community clean-up, food systems exploration, and a 
farm-to-table cooking curriculum (all of this while incorporating culture)! 

Oakview Elementary was recently chosen to receive funding through 
the Annie’s, “Grants for Gardens” grant! This grant will allow for a new 
school garden to be installed at Oakview for students, staff, teachers, 
and the community to enjoy! This project will allow us the opportunity 
to continue to connect Muskegon Public School students to nutritious 
foods and garden based curriculum!

If you are interested in being involved with our ongoing school garden 
projects, please reach out to Sydney at: sydney.sayre@foodcorps.org

Students at Bunker Elementary’s 21st Century afterschool program 
making tortillas for quesadillas in honor of Cinco de Mayo.

Helping students  
fit in and feel safe
 The tween years are oftentimes an emotional 
time for kids, they may be self-conscious and 
moody.  Trying to help students fit in is important 
to us at Muskegon Middle School. We want our 
students to feel safe and supported as they grow 
into young adults and transition to Muskegon 
High School and beyond.

To help our MMS incoming sixth graders fit in, 
we will have some activities in August to help 
students learn the ins and outs of the school, 
their education, and the new friends they will 
make that will last them a lifetime. There is always 

someone to talk to and there are opportunities for students to feel included 
throughout the year.

After this pandemic year, we want to ensure that all students feel like they 
are a part of the school community. We at Muskegon Middle School feel that 
being involved in a team or club activity is important, these are often the great 
fun memories that we have as adults. Please watch for activities that may be 
of interest to your child. Below is our MMS Athletic information:

Communication is important to us!  If you do not already have access to the 
PowerSchool Parent Portal, we suggest that you follow the directions mailed 
to you in the fall information packet.  Please make sure that we have your 
correct phone number, address, and email address on file.  You can also follow 
us on Facebook at Muskegon Middle School and Muskegon MS Athletics. 

We hope that our MMS family has a wonderful summer, and we look forward 
to seeing you in the fall. GO BIG REDS!

Principal- Corry Lohman,  
clohman@mpsk12.net, 231-720-3001

Athletic Director- Montrell Dockery Sr., 
mdockery@mpsk12.net, 231-720-2432

Main Office Line- 231-720-3000

Corry Lohman
Muskegon Middle 
School Principal

Fall: Projected Start Date, Aug. 2
Boys Soccer (7- 8 grade)
Girls Volleyball  (7- 8 grade)
Football (7- 8 grade)    
Sideline Cheer (6 -8 grade)

Winter I: Projected Start Date, Nov. 1 
Boys Basketball (7- 8 grade)
Wrestling (6- 8 grade)
Competitive Cheer (6- 8 grade)

Winter II: Projected Start Date, Jan. 3
Girls Basketball (7-8 grade) 

Spring: Projected Start Date, April 4
Girls Soccer (7- 8 grade)
Boys/Girls Track & Field (6- 8 grade)

Note: All student-athletes must have a valid, up-to-date physical on file after April 15 to participate in athletics for the year.  
Please contact Muskegon Teen Health Center, 231-733-6680 or email thomas@hccc-health.org to schedule an appointment, 
or see your family physician.
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2021 ATHLETIC 2021 ATHLETIC 
CUP RECIPIENTSCUP RECIPIENTS
2021 ATHLETIC 
CUP RECIPIENTS

TYREESE OAKES
The recipient of the  
Clayton L. Beach Athletic Cup  
for Boys is Tyreese Oakes. 

Tyreese was a member of the 
football, basketball, bowling and 
track teams while at Muskegon High 

School. He was a two time All State, All Area and 
All Conference performer for the Big Red Football 
team. Tyreese will enroll at Grand Valley State in 
the fall on a Football scholarship and he plans to 
major in business. 

KAILYN NASH
The recipient of the 
Charles W. March Athletic Cup 
for Girls is Kailyn Nash. 

Kailyn was a member of the  
Volleyball, Basketball and Softball 
teams at Muskegon High School. 

She was an All State, All Area, and All Conference 
selection during her time with the Lady Red 
Basketball team. She will be enrolling at Central 
State University in the fall on a Basketball 
scholarship and she will major in either exercise 
science or sports management.

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THESE TWO 

AMAZING STUDENT 
ATHLETES ON 

KEEPING UP THE 
TRADITION OF 

THE ATHLETIC CUP 
WINNERS.

CLAYTON L. BEACH ATHLETIC CUP FOR BOYS

CHARLES W. MARCH ATHLETIC CUP FOR GIRLS 

The MHS Athletic Department would like to recognize 
the following student-athletes for being named to the 
OK Green Winter All Conference teams. This is a huge 

achievement for our Big Red student-athletes. 

2021 WINTER2021 WINTER

OK GREEN ALL CONFERENCEOK GREEN ALL CONFERENCE
2021 WINTER 

OK GREEN ALL CONFERENCE

1ST TEAM
Jordan Briggs

Ethan Hill
Anthony Sydnor III

HONORABLE 
MENTION

Maurice Sain Jr.
Kalil Stimage

BOY’S BASKETBALLBOY’S BASKETBALLBOY’S BASKETBALL GIRL’S BASKETBALLGIRL’S BASKETBALLGIRL’S BASKETBALL
1ST TEAM
Kailyn Nash

McKynna Sims

GO MUSKEGON
BIG REDS!!

COMPETITIVE COMPETITIVE 
CHEERCHEER

COMPETITIVE 
CHEER
1ST TEAM

Diamond Navarro

NCAA Update
Spring 2021
The MHS Athletic Dept. would like to update our parents 
and student-athletes on recent changes within the NCAA 

and NAIA. Last spring and fall the NCAA released statements regarding 
eligibility requirements for the class of 2020 and 2021. They waived test 
scores for both classes and allowed schools to use core GPA and core 
course completion as the only stipulations for eligibility. 

This spring the NCAA announced two new updates for Division 1 and 
Division 2 student-athletes. First, the NCAA Advisory Council has voted to 
eliminate nonqualifiers at the Division 2 level. This means that any student-
athletes that are not classified as an early or full qualifier will be viewed as 
partial qualifiers. A partial qualifier is eligible to receive aid and practice with 
their team, but they cannot compete in games.

For the Division 1 and 2 levels the NCAA and its member schools have decided 
to waive test scores for the graduating classes of 2022 and 2023. Student-
athletes must still complete their 16 core courses with the appropriate minimum 
GPA. The Division 1 GPA requirement is a 2.3 and for Division 2 it is a 2.2.  
For more information you can visit:

https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/  
or contact Josh Wall at: 231.720.2881 or jwall@mpsk12.net. 
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BUNKAZON!
Bunker Elementary is always striving to find 

innovative ways to encourage students and 
create a positive learning environment.  Instead 
of a traditional school store located within the 
school, Bunker has created a virtual school store 
called, “Bunkazon.” This teacher-created, student-
approved creation is accessible to all students (in 
person and virtual), all the time (every day of the 
week, at all hours), and everywhere (home, school, 
anywhere there is internet access).  The idea was 
conceived to address student engagement issues 
due to the learning disruptions caused by COVID.  
Inspired by Amazon, funded by the Nelson 
Neighborhood Association, and using the Google 
Classroom platform,  Bunkazon allows students 

to shop at their leisure and reignite their desire to be successful students.  
The currency used for Bunkazon is not cash, credit cards, nor checks;  it is 
none other than simple Big Red Tickets.  Students have been invigorated to 
follow our core principles of respect, excellence, dependability, and safety in 
order to afford  bigger and better prizes!  Teachers no longer need to find 
time to schedule a class visit to a physical store.  Schools no longer have 
to carve out space to create a store that has enough room to display all the 
items.  Bunkazon allows teachers to dedicate all of their class time to core 
instruction, which also provides more opportunities for students to exhibit Big 
Red behavior during the learning process.  Positive learning environments 
and relationships are fostered and nurtured as teachers acknowledge those 
positive and admirable behaviors and by distributing Big Red tickets to 
deserving students.  Bunkazon has been up and running for about a month 
and it has been combating Summer Fever, overcoming COVID restrictions, 
encouraging Big Red expectations, improving student achievements, and 
infusing a much needed burst of motivation to staff and students alike!  
A PLACE TO REJUVENATE

According to a 2013 Gallup Poll, teaching is one of the most stressful 
occupations in the US, tied only with nurses. Teaching through a pandemic 
has only exacerbated the stress.  Earlier in the school year, staff from Allshores 
Wesleyan Church reached out to Bunker asking how they can support, wait 
for it… TEACHERS!  

Every workplace has some type of staff lounge and Bunker is no exception 
but, the current staff lounge was really nothing more than a catchall space for 
long forgotten rolls of paper and items teachers no longer needed for their 
classrooms.  So when Allshores asked how they could support teachers, the 
Administration had a bold idea… would the congregation be willing to spruce 
up the staff lounge?  Without any hesitation, Allshores said, “Absolutely!”  

Allshores wanted the space to be created not only for the teachers but by 
the teachers.  A survey was sent out to staff to gather ideas on what they 
would like to see in a new staff lounge.  Any and all ideas were encouraged.  
Allshores took to heart the suggestions and went to work designing. 

Words can not describe the transformation that took place in a mere three 
days so we have included pictures!  Today, the new staff lounge is regularly 
used by staff for lunch breaks with colleagues or small group meetings.  The 
space is peaceful and inviting, just what Allshores and Bunker staff had 
envisioned.  

“Together.  Because Life Is Messy.” are the words that greet you when you go 
to Allshores Wesleyan Church’s website.  Thank you Allshores for beautifying 
our “messy.”  

Okeelah McBride
Bunker Elementary 

School Principal

21ST CCLC IMPACT SUMMER LEARNING OPPORTUNITY AND 
GARDENING AT BUNKER! 

Our Food Corp Program has been diligently working within classrooms 
throughout the school year teaching our students about healthy eating habits 
and gardening.  This Summer, Bunker School is offering the opportunity to 
work hand in hand with both the 21st  CCLC Impact  and the Food Corp 
organization to learn how to prepare their own vegetable gardens. They will 
grow and use their crops to prepare foods making this a great hands on 
learning experience. Students will also have the opportunity to go on field 
trips to local farms to pick fresh fruits and vegetables.

CONGRATULATIONS AND HAPPY RETIREMENT TO  
MRS. KRISTEN UGANSKI 

Mrs. Uganski, has been working for MPS since the Spring of 1988 when she began substitute teaching.  Her first 
year as a teacher was in 1989 at Moon Elementary teaching vocal music and kindergarten. She spent the next 30+ 
years at Phillips, Angell, and McLaughlin schools before settling in at Lakeside/Bunker, where she spent the rest of 
her teaching career. 

Mrs. Uganski has a calming presence that makes everyone around her, especially her students, feel comfortable 
and safe. You have been a true blessing for many struggling students. Thank you for always being patient and kind 
and for your genuine care and concern for our students. 

Mrs. Uganski’s plans after retirement include traveling with her husband, babysitting for her grandchildren and 
potentially returning to the classroom as a substitute teacher. May you have a blissful life ahead! You will be missed.

CONGRATULATIONS AND HAPPY RETIREMENT TO TWO OF 
OUR PARA EDUCATORS MARY VINTON and WANDA GREENO 

Mary has been working as a para educator for MPS for the last 27 years.  She has supported a wide range of 
students with disabilities.  One student told her teacher, “I wish I could work with Ms. Mary all day long.”  Mary 
said she may consider subbing in the future, but as for her immediate retirement plans, she will be relaxing 
and taking care of her 3 year old granddaughter.  Thank you Mary from All of Us at MPS for your dedication and 
commitment to the students we serve.  You will be missed.

Wanda was first hired as a para educator by MPS in 1980.  She supported students with IEPs for 7 years 
before taking time off to raise her family.  She returned to MPS in 2000 and has supported students in several 
buildings within the district.  After her retirement, Wanda plans to, “relax, take it easy, enjoy life and just do ‘stuff’.”  
We hope you know how much we appreciate all you have done for the students you supported.  Thank you 
Wanda from All of Us at MPS for your dedication and commitment to the students we serve.  You will be missed.

2021 BUNKER ELEMENTARY FIFTH GRADE GRADUATION CLASS OF 2028
MRS. MOORE’S CLASS 
Kayden Allen-Houston

Arielle Austin
Audriana Bowles
Tamara Chipman

Trae Clark
Haliah Coon

Jayden Evans
Quin’Arri Goodman

Nathan Goven
Ayden Graves

Bentley Greenlee
Dezmanee Hatcher
Ma’Kaylah Hildreth

Demario Hill
Jadera Hill

Jayden Kitchen
Desafiar Lyons

Santiago Martinez
Maddox Mckenzie-

Thompson
Ja’Mir Nelson

Kristianna Smalls
Brandon Thompson

MS. YARBROUGH’S CLASS 
Amaria Agnew
Lamond Alston

Emily Arias
Carl Black

Carmine Carpenter
Ja’Quari Clay Banks

Akhiree Cotton
Skylynn Cox

Leeasia Eubanks
Serenity Garcia

Der’Eon German
Christopher Gordon

William Heavin
Ka’Viyah Hendrick

Leihlauni Hicks
Carson Hunter
Julius Johnson

Kveon McCrady
Jelena Monford

Miranda Navarro
Tanvi Patel

Cassidy Skiles
Kimah Williams

MR. POLL’S CLASS
Jorgia Bowles

Briana Davis-Hicks
Laquisea Gathers
Avayah German
Narrion Harris

Hanna Hendricks
Cassie Kammers

Darice Kelly
Gregory Kelly

Faith Matthews
Darnell McDonald 
Kassian Mckenzie-

Thompson
Mason Ogle

Didier Ortiz-Mejia
Averieana Ortiz
Valeria Ramirez

Davian Rollerson
Joseph Samons

David Smith
Monte Stone
Halie Upson

Declan Vandeguchte
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SCIENCE CLUB
It has been found that fostering students’ love for STEAM is so important. Starting 
a science club was one way we at Marquette elementary could continue to 
spark students’ interests in science, technology, engineering, art and math. The 
Marquette science club gave students a chance to explore scientific concepts 
by experimenting as a team, making observations and hearing from expert 
guest speakers. This club was offered to 2nd-5th graders with all experience 
levels. The young scientists were able to explore topics like physics, chemistry, 
computer science, plant biology, environmental engineering and mechanics.  
While exploring these concepts the scholars  also heard from experts working 
in these fields giving them a real world example of these career paths. It was 
wonderful to see the students excited and eager to learn!

HARRY POTTER BOOK CLUB
Beginning in March 2021, students began to gather after school at Marquette 

on Mondays to read Harry Potter and the Sorcerer ’s Stone. Mrs. Malseed leads 
between 6-8 students each week to learn about the mysterious world of 
witches, wizards, muggles and magic. We generally read 2 chapters each week 
and then complete a fun activity to support comprehension. Some activities we 
have done are: owl balloons, double bubble character maps, golden snitches, 
and edible broomsticks. Students are enjoying the story and can’t wait to read 
more!        

In the photos, students made owl balloons after reading about Harry ’s birthday 
present. Students created their own “golden snitch” after reading about Harry ’s 
first quidditch match. 

SPANISH CLUB
This year Spanish Club students at Marquette Elementary had the opportunity 
to learn about different cultural aspects of Spanish speaking countries around 
the world.  One thing students learned about is the art of piñata making. One of 
the piñatas made was Cookie Monster from Sesame Street and the other was 
titled Money Mouth because it had two dollar signs for eyes and a tongue made 
with fake hundred dollar bills. Students also had the opportunity to learn a little 
about food and drink.  Students were able to make their own quesadillas with 
flour tortillas and cheese toasted on a parrilla (griddle), batidos de plátano 
(banana shakes) with ground cinnamon, vanilla, bananas, ice, milk , and sugar 
and they also made fresh squeezed limeade (limonada) made with fresh cut 
limes, water, and sugar. Finally, students learned about the variety of music and 
dance from many Spanish speaking countries from Mariachi music played in 
México with their stylish dances all dressed up in brilliant colored outfits, to the 
stylish infused music from the Caribbean with its African percussion influence 
makes anyone want to get up and move their feet to the beat. In Spanish club, 
students were able to take a quick glance of just a few of the many cultural 
aspects of different Spanish speaking countries. ¡Olé!

MARQUETTE CODING CLUB
Students not only want to have success in school, but they also want to 
remember how fun it was to explore new opportunities. Therefore, I went on 
to continue with the coding club that Mr. Perez had begun a couple years 
ago. I found that coding creates a great connection with technology. Students 
encounter technology on a daily basis and learning to understand where it all 
begins is a way to have them engaged in the process and open their minds to 
their future. Not only are they having fun, but there are many math and reading 
skills that need to be developed and why not have some fun while we are also 
learning a new skill.  
Here are some quotes from the coding students students: 

Vivian, age 11: “I joined coding because I wanted to learn more about
computer programming and technology. I started doing coding a few years 
ago and found it a lot of fun.” 

Onica, age 10: “What I like about coding is it is fun and it helps you learn
about engineering and if you are into technology then coding is for you.” 

Kaleigh, age 11: “Coding is a good way to start on things like if you want to
be an engineer and architeque, etc. You will have a head start because you 
have to work with a computer and it is fun. There are many different levels. 
I joined to have a good time.  

Addison, age 9: “I joined coding because I am pretty good at it and I enjoyed
it . It is better than joining sports.” 

Quincy, age 10:  “I joined coding because I am good at it and I want to be 
an engineer.” 

EL VIRTUAL GIRLS CLUB
The EL virtual girls club is a project that I began last year. I wanted to have a 
space where girls could come together and talk with each other in a safe and 
comfortable atmosphere. The topics that we have hit this year are: having a 
flexible mindset, setting goals, talking about feelings, finding out talents and 
working on what we struggle in, lastly, women write around in the United States 
and around the world. In the end, this year I chose to have it virtual to include 
those students that have not been able to come to school. I wanted to make 
sure they were still involved with girls in their age group and let them feel that 
they are not alone. I cannot wait to see what this club will become in the future. 

CLASSROOM PETS
Hi! I’m Ocean and this is Marshmallow. We’re two Betta Fish that share 

teaching duties along with African Clawed Frogs in Ms. Waid’s second grade 
classroom. We assist Ms. Waid with many of her reading, writing and even math 
lessons. For example, when Ms. Waid was teaching how to read temperature on 
thermometers, we shared our own tank thermometers. Students now know that 
we like our water to be nice and warm, but not too hot of course! 

The most obvious lessons we teach are science and responsibility. Every week 
different students help Ms. Waid clean our tanks. This teaches students how to 
keep our habitats as clean and healthy places for us to live. They also learn 
how our old water can be used as plant fertilizer, helping plants really bloom. 
I’m pretty positive that they enjoy helping because they are always willing to 
volunteer during their recess time. 

Our favorite time of the day is when we just hang out with students listening 
to them read to us. We swim close to the glass listening to every word! We just 
love listening to students read.

Title I Afterschool programs are alive at Marquette Elementary !
Several staff members at Marquette have stepped up to plate to provide students with extra learning opportunities after the regular school day.  Small groups of 
students are greeted by classroom teachers and engage in a variety of different programs.  Thank you to the dedicated teachers at Marquette for the planning and 
preparation it takes to present these programs for our students!   Enjoy reading about the different programs! 
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Congratulations Big Red Attendance Winners!
Hats off to the students in Miss Page KI and Mrs. Horan’s 3rd 

grade classrooms. To improve student attendance our Attendance 
Committee kicked off  a school wide challenge to recognize 
classrooms who were able to work together to improve their 
attendance. These two classrooms were the very first to lead the way 
and reached this milestone in the shortest amount of time. Thank 
you Moon parents for your commitment to get students to school.  
Both classrooms celebrated the success of their students.  

Moon School Attendance Committee works to create incentives 
to improve student attendance by recognizing students whose 
attendance improves on a monthly basis, celebrating perfect 
attendance, and providing students who are at-risk for truancy referral 
with mentors from the Sunshine Club. Our students’ improvement 
impacts their academic achievement. 

If you would like to learn more about our Attendance Team or 
would like to support  this committee for the 2021-2022 school year, 
please contact our main office at 231-720-2700.

Family Learning Night
Where there is a will there ’s a way.
Due to COVID-19 protocols, we were not able to host in-person 

parent engagement activities this school year. However, a pandemic 
could not stop a staff of fearless teachers! Our Title I Funded Virtual 
Family Learning Night was an evening of enjoyment for students, 
parents and staff. Moon School partnered with Lakeshore Museum 
to provide a virtual Family Activity centered around Rockets. 

Patrick Horn, from the  Lakeshore Museum taught our families 
about rockets, showed a video, and demonstrated a hands-on activity 
with balloon rockets.  Each family was provided with the supplies to 
create their own balloon rockets. This event was highly successful 
and everyone was engaged.  We look forward to future activities with 
the Lakeshore Museum and our Moon Families.  

school
Moon Students Attend Pool School!

In partnership with the Muskegon YMCA, our Third and Fourth 
Grade students had the opportunity to spend one week in May at 
our High School learning water safety and how to swim. Students 
received 45 minutes of classroom instruction and 45 minutes in the 
pool learning various techniques.

Are you aware of the health benefits that swimming provides? Well, 
according to the Better Health Channel https://www.betterhealth.vic.
gov.au/, here are some ways that swimming is beneficial:

• keeps your heart rate up but takes some of the impact stress off 
your body

• builds endurance, muscle strength and cardiovascular fitness
• helps maintain a healthy weight, healthy heart and lungs
• tones muscles and builds strength
• provides an all-over body workout, as nearly all of your muscles 

are used during swimming.
Swimming can be a lifelong activity that anyone can do.  We 

are hopeful that our students will continue to swim and enjoy the 
exercise that swimming brings. Who knows, we may just spark their 
enthusiasm to swim competitively.

 A big Thank You goes out to our Office of Instructional Services for 
their allocation of Title Funds & our Muskegon Big Red Foundation 
their generosity! 
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In all honesty, there are 
TWO BIG things happening 
at Oakview!  
Oakview Elementary will have brand 
new playground equipment for both 
their upper and lower elementary play 
areas before school starts in the Fall!  
Can you even believe it!?

Muskegon Public Schools Superintendent, Matt Cortez, with the 
support of the District’s Chief of Operations, John Snyder, have 
managed to initiate and execute this tremendous project in just a 
few months! Thank you, Mr. Cortez and Mr. Snyder! Despite the short 
turnaround, we were able to involve Oakview students in determining 
which pieces of equipment we should purchase. Just after spring 
break, we surveyed all of our students in grades Kindergarten thru 
Fifth Grade. We weren’t able to capture everyone’s input, but we 
had over 220 responses altogether! The survey was very simple 
and only asked students to indicate on a scale of 1-5 how likely they 
would play on a piece of playground equipment. Not surprisingly, the 
basketball court was very popular for our older students. There were, 
however, several other surprises we learned from the survey. The most 
popular equipment for all Oakview students, regardless of age, was 
the obstacle course. Those of us who are a little older will remember 
items such as the merry-go-round and teeter-totter. Although these 
playground dinosaurs are built slightly different nowadays and are 
much, much more safe than the ones you and I played on as children! 
The District has been working with a company called GameTime, and 
their deadline for completion is before school starts in the fall! That’s 
really soon!!
If you would like to see the draft blueprints or designs for Oakview’s 

new playgrounds, or if you would like to discuss options for your 
child’s classroom next year, then please feel free to call us at  
231-720-2450.  Due to Covid-19, we are closed to visitors and volunteers 
for the foreseeable future, but we would love to set up a time for you to 
take a guided tour and/or meet me, Dr. Gamm! 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB

EXHIBIT RUNNING
May 21 thru Sept 04, 2021
Think turtles have an easy life? Here’s your chance to walk 
in their footprints and experience life as they know it.

Turtle Travels was developed by EEC! (Environmental Exhibit Collaborative) with funding from Jane’s Trust and IMLS.

lakeshoremuseum.org 231.722.0278

The Muskegon Mirror is published 
three times per year by Muskegon 

Public Schools, 349 W. Webster Avenue, 
Muskegon, MI 49440. Muskegon Public 
Schools accepts advertising to defray 
the cost of production and distribution 

and appreciates the support of its 
advertisers. Muskegon Public Schools does not specifically endorse advertisers or their products or services.

To advertise in The Muskegon Mirror, please contact  
Mark Williamson at (231) 766-3038 or email:

mark@orshalrdproductions.com
Read the Mirror online at:

orshalrdproductions.com/muskegon-mirror/
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SERVICE

With heartfelt gratitude, we are appreciative of the dedicated 
teamwork from Chartwell’s,  

Deans Transportation, MPS Staff, and volunteers from the  
BIG RED COMMUNITY that supported efforts to feed students 

and children throughout the community.  
A shout out to Kids Food Basket for their partnership and 

contribution throughout the year. 
We celebrated Food Service Hero Day on May 7, 2021 with our 

food service staff. I had a chance to deliver personally to each 
school and handed out aprons that stated “This is my cape 
turned backwards!” to the staff. I shared some confections to 
satisfy any sweet tooth and enjoyed spending time with our Food 
Service Hero’s and thanking them for all of their hard work and 
contributions to feeding children. 

FOOD THAT’S IN, WHEN SCHOOL IS OUT
Hey, kids and teens! Join us for nutritious summer meals at no charge  

all summer long! Children under the age of 18 are able to  
receive meals free of charge at all locations.  

They do not have to live in the Muskegon school district to participate. 
From June 9th to August 18th, Muskegon Public Schools will host 

a Summer Food service pickup site at Muskegon High School on 
Wednesdays from 12:15 
to 2:45 p.m. Breakfast 
and lunch meals will be 
provided for pick up. If 
you are experiencing 
extreme hardship on 
Wednesday’s, please 
reach out to Brad Davis, 
Chartwell’s Food Service 
Director at (231) 720-
2807

The district will post 
any updated information 
on the districts facebook 

page and website as needed.  Questions can be directed to Brad 
Davis, Chartwell’s Food Service Director at (231) 720-2807.

Be sure to join us on Wednesday, July 7th at the Muskegon High 
School as we will have Miranda from Wood TV 8. Miranda will be 
on-site with some special Princess Friends. Bring the little ones, 
so they can be delighted and wave to one of the Princess from the 
safety of your vehicle while picking up meals.

SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PICKUP

Muskegon
High School

WEDNESDAYS
12:15 - 2:45 PM

HANDS ON, EXPLORING, LEARNING, HANDS ON, EXPLORING, LEARNING, 
SHARING, LIFE SKILLS, AND MORE!SHARING, LIFE SKILLS, AND MORE!  

That is all part of the Early Childhood Programs at Glenside, 
Oakview, and Marquette.

The curriculum Connect 4 Learning offers practices and concepts 
that assist in the development of our children. The areas focus on 
math and science along with classroom material and kits to build 
on literacy and social-emotional learning.

While studying in this past 
unit, the children explored 
worms, insects, seeds, plants, 
and how to grow a plant. The 
photos show the excitement for 
learning.

Just like the Early Childhood 
Program planting the seed 
in this unit ... education is 
the key to success. We have 
open enrollment for qualifying 
families/children ages 3 and 4. 

This coming year Glenside 
Early Childhood Program will 
house all Head Start classes 
- ½ day and all day classes 
with Head Start/GSRP Blend 

classrooms. The Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) will have 
all day classes at Marquette and Oakview.

To register, bring the following to Glenside: 
•  birth certificate
•  foster/adoption papers(if applicable)
•  income verification (2020 Taxes, W-2)
•  insurance card
•  shot/immunization records  
•  completed application 

For more information about the Early Childhood Program,  
please call 720-2540.

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!! 
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In Muskegon Public Schools, we nurture productive thinkers 
who thrive in an ever changing technological society. 

 S U M M E R  R E A D I N G  2 0 2 1

 hackleylibrary.org

R e a d  a n d  c o m p l e t e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o
e a r n  p r i z e s !

 

J u n e  1 4  -  A u g u s t  1 4
R e g i s t r a t i o n  o p e n s  J u n e  1

Michigan Learning Channel • June 21st- August 15th 
1. Students will have an opportunity to log onto the Michigan 

Learning Channel to complete a self-paced course in reading 
and/or math.

2. Prizes will be awarded to those students who finish weekly 
assignments.

3. Students can access these lesson on our MPS website.  
Innovative Wednesdays • June 7th - July 31st 

Students in grade K-5 will have an opportunity to sign up for one or 
multiple sessions of innovative learning in music, technology,  

physical education, and art. A survey will be sent out soon through 
email and will also be available on our Facebook page. 

The Innovative Wednesday sessions will take place in the following locations:
• PE = Bike rides around Muskegon starting at Bunker Elementary.
• Art = Meet at the art museum. 
• Technology (STEM)= Poole Administration Building.
• Music = Muskegon High School Library.
• Learn through play = Poole Administration Building.

Transportation and snacks will be provided.
Prizes will be awarded  

for participation in all summer activities.

OPPORTUNITIES for STUDENTS to  
‘STAY COOL & LEARN SOMETHING NEW ’

     THIS SUMMER! 🏖☀


