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Struggle… Hardship… 
AND HOPE

Greetings Rocket City!

**The deadline for our August, 2020 Rocket 
City News was July 1st.  The information in 
this article was and is accurate as of that day.  
And… likely, much has changed since then.

“What will the fall look like?”  It’s a well-
intentioned question, and one that needs 
answers.  It’s also as complex of a question 
as I’ve ever been asked.  We’ve rarely, if ever, 
faced a situation where most answers start 
with “It depends.”

In a couple of weeks, our staff will officially report.  About a week 
after that, it will be our students who will be reporting to an opening of 
school unlike any other.  

Much of what most people will remember about this unprecedented 
time in our history will likely be struggle and hardship.  People will 
remember sickness, mandates, social injustice, a tanking economy, 
and social isolation.

While struggle is rarely pleasant as we encounter it, it is often struggle 
that leads to the greatest progress.  Much like a muscle that won’t grow 
unless is has stress placed upon it, individuals and institutions don’t 

typically grow unless it successfully navigates stress as well.  Change 
is hard.  Change that appears to be out of our control can be even 
harder.

And… change CAN create lasting benefits.  “Struggle” has a way of 
changing our perceptions; of helping us see new possibilities and new 
opportunities.  Embracing the “struggle” can build resilience, courage, 
and strength.  

Sometimes, we do our best work by developing a well-thought-out 
strategy, and then implementing that strategy successfully to reach 
an objective.  But other times, we need to respond to unexpected 
adversity.  We might need to let go of “what could have been”, and 
focus on what needs to be done now.

For the sake of our kids, community, and future, we believe this is 
about to be our finest hour.  

     Stay well, Rockets!

 
     Steve Edwards
     Superintendent of Schools
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Reeths-Puffer High School
Class of 2020

 TOP TEN GRADUATES 
Valedictorian of the 
Reeths-Puffer High 
School Class of 2020 
is Gabrielle Nelson.  
Gabrielle is the daughter 
of Lee and Angie Nelson.  
She has a weighted 
grade point average 
of 4.35.  Gabrielle is a 

member of Spanish Club, Rocket City Rotary 
Interact Club, and the Muskegon Community 
Foundation Youth Advisory Council.  She has 
been employee of the month at The Lake House 
Waterfront Grille and volunteer of the month at 
the Muskegon Humane Society.  Gabrielle plans 
to attend Ferris State University, where she has 
been accepted into the Honors Program, to 
obtain a degree in biology and pre-optometry. 
Afterwards she plans to attend Michigan College 
of Optometry in the Accelerated Doctorate 
Program.

Salutatorian of the 
Reeths-Puffer High 
School Class of 2020 is 
Lynsey Mura.  She is the 
daughter of John and 
Leah Mura.  Lynsey has 
a weighted grade point 
average of 4.33.  She is a 
member of Spanish Club 

and Rocket City Rotary Interact Club. Lynsey 
will be attending Central Michigan University’s 
Honors Program where she has been awarded 
the Centralis Gold Award.  She plans on pursuing 
a bachelor’s degree in public health with a 

concentration in dietetics and nutrition.

Cameron Priebe, 
daughter of Brad Priebe 
and Amy Priebe, is 
graduating third in the 
Class of 2020.  She 
has a weighted grade 
point average of 4.33.  
Cameron is a member of 
Spanish Club and is also 

a volunteer with the Muskegon Humane Society.  
She plans on attending Ferris State University 
where she has been awarded the Founders 
Scholarship.  After completing her bachelor’s 
degree, Cameron plans to attend Ferris State 
University’s College of Pharmacy. 

Graduating fourth in 
the Class of 2020 is 
Joey Yang.  Joey is the 
daughter of Jin and 
Yu Yang.  She has a 
weighted grade point 
average of 4.28.  Joey is 
a member of the Rocket 
City Rotary Interact Club, 

National Honors Society, Spanish Club, and 
plays Varsity Tennis.  She is a pharmacy intern 
at Walgreens, and is also a volunteer at Mercy 
Hospital and the Muskegon Humane Society.  
After graduation, Joey plans on attending the 
University of Michigan to earn a bachelor’s 
degree in human biology before attending 
medical school to become a cardiologist or 
oncologist.

Parker Harmon is 
graduating fifth in the 
class of 2020.  He is the 
son of Chris and Melissa 
Harmon.  Parker has a 
weighted grade point 
average of 4.27.  He has 
been involved with the 
Be Nice Program and 

the Rocket City Rotary Interact Club.  Parker will 
be attending the University of Michigan to obtain 
a degree in computer engineering.  He will then 
continue at the University of Michigan to pursue a 
degree through their Sequential Undergraduate/
Graduate Studies program.

Abigail Fansler, 
daughter of Tim and 
Jenny Fansler, is 
graduating sixth in the 
Class of 2020.  She 
has a weighted grade 
point average of 4.26.  
Abigail has been a 
member of the Varsity 

Golf Team having earned All-Conference, 
All-State Honorable Mention, and All-State 
Academic Honorable Mention.  She is a 
member of the Varsity Soccer team where 
she was named All-Conference Honorable 
Mention, and she is also a Varsity Basketball 
player.  Abigail is a member of the National 
Honor Society, Impact Team, PALS, and 
serves on Student Council where she is 
the Senior Class Secretary.  She plans on 
attending Hope College where she has been 

~ ~
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awarded the Distinguished Scholar Award and 
will pursue a degree in engineering.

Sydney Edwards, 
daughter of Steve 
and Karyn Edwards, 
is graduating seventh 
in the class of 2020.  
She has a weighted 
grade point average 
of 4.24.  Sydney has 
been a member of the 

girls’ Varsity Softball Team and Volleyball Team, 
having been team captain for both sports.  Her 
extracurricular activities include being a member 
of IMPACT, Rocket City Rotary Interact Club, 
Athletic Student Leadership Council, STATS, 
Children’s Theater, and Secretary of Student 
Council. Sydney will attend Eastern Michigan 
University’s Honor’s College where she has 
been awarded a full academic scholarship.  She 
will be pursuing a degree in either nursing or 
pre-medicine.

Graduating eighth 
in the Class of 2020 
is Jonathan Krause.  
Jonathan is the son of 
Paul and Jessica Krause.  
He has a weighted grade 
point average of 4.15.  
Jonathan has been 
involved in Marching 

Band, Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Madrigals, 
School Musicals, and the Gay Straight Alliance. 
He is a member of his church choir, participated 

in the Grand Rapids Youth Symphony, Interlochen 
World Youth Wind Symphony, Western Michigan 
University Music Seminar, Blue Lake Fine Arts 
Camps Masterworks Orchestra, and the Central 
Michigan University Summer Reed-making 
Intensive.  Jonathan also freelances as an oboe 
player.  He has been chosen for All State Band, 
State Honors TTBB Choir, Michigan Youth Arts 
Festival Honors Band and All-State Honors 
Choir. Jonathan’s awards consist of Outstanding 
Symphonic Band Member, 1st Division at State 
for both Instrumental and Vocal Solo & Ensemble, 
and 1st Place Group Performance at Muskegon 
Showcase.  He plans on attending the University 
of Michigan School of Music majoring in oboe.  
After graduation, Jonathan hopes to one day play 
in a professional orchestra.

Blaine Hynde is 
graduating ninth in the 
Class of 2020.  He is the 
son of Gene and Diana 
Hynde.  Blaine has a 
weighted grade point 
average of 4.12.  He 
has been a member of 
IMPACT, PALS, National 

Honor Society and Student Council.  Blaine has 
also played hockey and lacrosse during his high 
school career.  He plans on attending Elmhurst 
College, where he was awarded the Presidential 
Scholarship, to pursue a bachelor’s degree and 
play lacrosse. 

Lauren Ross, daughter 
of Brent and Kim Ross, 
is graduating tenth in the 
Class of 2020.  She has 
a weighted grade point 
average of 4.09.  Lauren 
has been a member 
of Student Council 
serving as Senior Class 

President, IMPACT, National Honor Society, and 
PALS.  She has played basketball where she 
served as team captain for 3 years, and played 
on the Michigan Basketball Academy’s 2020 
National AAU Basketball Team. Lauren has 
earned Academic All-State, First-Team All-State, 
2 year All Conference, and been selected as 
Muskegon’s MLIVE girls’ Basketball Dream Team 
the past 2 years.  She is a 1000 point and all-
time leading girls’ scorer in R-P history.  Lauren 
represents Reeths-Puffer High School as the 
2020 Female Athlete for Student Showcase.  She 
plans on attending Ferris State University where 
she has been awarded a full athletic basketball 
scholarship, as well as the Provost Scholarship, 
in hopes of majoring in either psychology or 
special education.
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Hairspray
The Choir-Antine
Musical

RPMS partnered with the CTC (Career Tech 
Center) over the course of the last school year to 
provide students the time, space, and instruction to 
explore different programs. Students could select 
a program based on interest and traveled to the 
CTC for the after school sessions on Mondays and 
Thursdays. All of this was offered free to students. 
Programs included Agriculture Discovery, Cooking 
Fundamentals, Design Lab (CAD and 3-D printing), 
Electricity and Electronics, There’s an App for 
That, Ready-Set-Do, and Welding.  Our students 
jumped right in and got busy welding, digging in the 
dirt, learning to make bread, and so much more. 
For most of the students, the experience aligned 
with a career pathway they have already identified 
and for others, they learned about a new area of 
interest. Students were always eager to attend. 
We are appreciative of the staff at the CTC and 
look  forward to future partnerships that allow us to 
provide opportunities for our students.

RPMS Students 
Explore Careers

Due to COVID-19, the R-PMS 
live production of Hairspray the 
Musical JR originally slated for 
April 24th & 25th 2020 was sadly 
canceled like so many other 
spring events. With resilience 
and optimism, the hard-working 
& talented students decided that 
not even the Coronavirus could 
STOP THE BEAT & the idea 
for Hairspray the “Choir-antine” 
Musical was born!

Since the cast was only approx. 
40% of the way through learning the show, they had their work cut out for them! Armed with phone 
cameras, headphones & homemade costumes & props made from everyday items found around 
the house, the performers and directors embarked on the new frontier of “Sheltering in Place Virtual 
Theatre”. Instead of performing to a packed audience in the Rocket Center Auditorium, they began to 
re-imagine the story as told from living rooms, backyards, kitchens & even bathrooms. The result was 
a raw, creative & heartfelt musical experience that commemorates this unique time in history while still 
allowing our kids to shine. 

Hairspray The Choir-
Antine Musical tells a 
story about Baltimore, 
Maryland in 1962, at 
the height of the Civil 
Rights Movement. 
Tracy Turnblad, a quirky 
teenager with a plus-sized 
hairdo has a big dream 
to dance on The Corny 
Collins Show on national 
television. Her successful 
audition transforms her 
into a local celebrity, but 
she faces discrimination because of her weight, her choice in friends & her hairdo. Tracy becomes 
determined to use her influence to push for social change and racial integration in the show.  Still today, 
the layers and lessons that unfold within this story continue to be relevant throughout our nation.   

Hairspray The Choir-Antine Musical can be watched on Youtube (https://youtu.be/RD3-HAJ1Ado)
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Before March 13th and after 

March 13th, most of school 

completely changed, but the 

fact that relationships are 

the core of what we do as 

educators remained the same. 

R-PMS wanted to send the 

message loud and clear that 

while the physical building 

was closed, school was not. 

It was our goal to support 

students and families and in 

our planning, connections and 

community support were at the 

top of our priorities. Teachers 

planned for opportunities to 

connect through games, mail deliveries, personalized projects, group zoom 

and google meetings, individual support meetings, collaborative projects, 

and opportunities for choice. Students responded throughout the learning 

experiences with resiliency, creativity, self-advocacy, and perseverance.   

We ended our year with 

a week of community 

connections and 

celebration where students 

cleaned the community, 

participated in a virtual 

5K, competed with their 

class in a trivia contest, 

baked, cooked, decorated community sidewalks, and watched the virtual 

musical. The individual talents demonstrated in the baking/cooking contest 

and sidewalk decorating contest were impressive. The continued goal, 

right until the end, 

was to continue 

connections and 

our sense of school 

community. 

Growth mindset 

is something 

discussed often 

around the middle 

school and adults 

and students alike 

embraced the idea through this challenge that being uncomfortable is often a 

time for growth. We are proud of our students, staff, and community. 

Connections, 
Celebrations, 
and Community
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Original 
Artwork 
from Ravin 
Rodgerson and 
Livia Renna

Greetings Rocket Families,

Usually in the Rocket City News, we like to 
give a preview of the school year, provide 
important dates and information and 
celebrate all the positives from the past 
school year. While we started out with a 
bang, no one could have anticipated how we 
would have finished.  The great thing about 
being thrust into situations that cause a lot of 
change quickly is that it causes you to really 
analyze the most important things in your 
life.  One of the most amazing things I saw 
come out of the COVID-19 shut down is the 
amazing relationships and community pride 
we have here in Rocket City. In that spirit, we 
are sharing some thoughts from our staff and 
community members about why they “love 
being a Rocket!”

• “I LOVE being a Rocket because for the 
twenty-four years I have taught at R-P, there 
has always been a community of support 
through staff, students, and parents. No 
matter the obstacles we face at R-P, there 
has always been the feeling that someone 
has your back.” 

     - Mrs. Coyne
• I love being a Rocket because Rocket City 
is my home! 

     - Mrs. Marvin
• I love being a Rocket because we were 
able to take our students to some amazing 
experiences this year because of the great 
community support around us!  - Mrs. 
Warren

• We continue to learn more about cultural 
diversity and strive toward gearing the 
voice of all students and their families within 
Rocket City. 

     - Mrs. Nicklasch
• We continue to learn more about cultural 
diversity and strive toward gearing the 
voice of all students and their families within 
Rocket City. 

     - Mrs. Moore
• I love the outstanding kids and community!! 
Wonderful people here in Rocket City!!!   - 
Mr. Olian

• I love being a Rocket because of the many 
students using resilience during our time of 
on-line learning.  The numbers from my 4 
Language Arts classes show it.  Eight times 
students were given a prompt to respond 
or present during the online learning time 
compiled students.  The website we used 
was “Flip Grid.”  The numbers show the 

resiliency.  Here it is:  399 presentation 
videos created by students, 6,327 views, 
and 128.9 hours of learning with these 
Flipgrid videos.  Well done Rockets! 

     - Mr. Grant
• I love being a Rocket because we are 
empowered to learn and lead with one 
another. #bettertogether    
   - Mrs. Overway

• I love being a Rocket because no matter 
how hard things are, we come together and 
make things work for our students.  - Mrs. 
Ronning

• I love being a Rocket because I get to work 
with a great group of educators who share 
a common goal focused on educating our 
youth.       
 - Mr. Daniels

• I love being a Rocket because of all 
the support that is shown by teachers, 
administration, and the community in all 
things Rocket City.  Once a Rocket, always 
a Rocket!!     
  - Ms. Carter

• The teachers and administrators are 
AMAZING!! 

          - Facebook Parent Comment
• I love the dedication of our teachers and 
willingness to help and always be there for 
our kids!           

          - Facebook Parent Comment
• I love being a Rocket because it means 
I’m a part of a school district who loves the 
kids, wants what’s best for them, and cares 
about investing into the next generation of 
world changers! You all worked so hard and 
persevered through this season! 

         - Facebook Parent Comment
• I love the sense of pride and community. 
         - Facebook Parent Comment
• I love being a Rocket because no matter 
the situation, if the goal is to make things 
better for our kids, the answer is always a 
resounding YES!  It’s been that way since I 
was a kid at Twin Lake Elementary and it’s 
even truer today.  So proud to lead in this 
amazing community! - Mr. Panozzo

Great job Rockets!  

Please make sure to follow the Reeths-Puffer 
Intermediate Facebook page, check the 
RPI website “News Feed” and your emails 
for all the latest!  

Yours in Rocket Pride, Scott Panozzo

Ms. Carter tells us that her team hosted virtual field day 

Minute To-Win-It challenges during the last full week of 

school.  They had about 30 students participate and they 

had so much fun with the challenges.  Ms. Carter and Mrs. 

Hazard partnered together to create a catapult challenge 

using the engineering process of planning, designing, 

redesigning, and testing.  The kids then tested their 

catapults for power, distance, and accuracy using different 

objects.  They then made a Flip Grid video showing their 

catapult design completing one challenge of their choice. 

We even had an RPI student who used his 3D printer to 

create his catapult!!
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Passion Projects Were A Huge Success For Our Kids!
During our last few weeks of virtual learning, our 
teachers help facilitate student learning through 
passion projects.  Passion projects are topics that 
students choose to learn about so that they can 
attain a personal benefit from learning about the 
topic. Below are some success stories and pictures 
to show how much fun our kids had! 

Mrs. Coyne saw students investigate topics like 
cooking, reptiles, animals, inventing games, and 
sports and students then shared their learning/
project/invention during a Google Meet!  What great 
pictures.
Mr. Gervais worked with students as they spent time 
on things they had great passion for...sports, art, 
music, family time, and explored new avenues such 
as baking, reading, technology, etc. However he also 
heard that “even though they don’t really like the 
structure of attending school every day, they realize 
how important it is in their life.”  

Mrs. Moore’s students engaged in a digital science 
fair!  It was so cool to get creative with how to make 
it work and to see students engage in hands-on 
experiments while reporting and recording in a virtual 

poster space that they shared with peers for review!  

Mrs. Marvin and Mrs. Overway reported: No doubt 
this school year turned us upside-down, but through 
it all Rocket City has remained a beacon for learning, 
community and HOPE! How could we possibly find 
a way to end this school year that would honor all 

that we faced together and build us up even 
more? Our team decided to settle on HOPE. 
We purchased a MUDLove Bracelet that 
says: HOPE for each person on our team. 
With that purchase, any student that had 
a family member working on the frontlines 
fighting for the health of our nation would 
receive an identical bracelet on behalf of one 
of our students. Students and families set out 
to gather addresses, even several works in 
other states, so that we could spread a little 
HOPE right here from Rocket City AND also 
with the purchase of a MudLove bracelet, a 
week of clean water is provided to someone 
in Africa who does not have access to clean 
water. 

When students and families were invited 
back to RPI for locker clean out, we had the 
gift of a little more time 
together. We proudly 
pulled on our HOPE 
bracelets and spoke 
about the importance 

of holding on to HOPE 
even when life gets 

hard. We promised to use our 
bracelets as another reminder 

that we belong to each other. Next year and the 
year after, we will cross paths and proudly throw our 
wrists in the air knowing that we are always BETTER 
TOGETHER! 

Mrs. Peel worked really 
hard to provide mindful 
and yoga lessons that 
were beneficial for all 
of us in Rocket City. 
She also challenged 
the student to practice 

mindful 
breathing, 
engage in 
Mindful lessons 
or to create their own mindful moments such 
as writing positive messages on the sidewalk 
or leaving a note of gratitude for the garbage 
collector. When students submitted their work 
in this area they were entered into a contest 
to win a Dune Adventure Tour Pass.  We had 
12 students who were selected and will get to 
try the new Zip Line at the Muskegon Winter 
Sports Complex.
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Central Elementary organized 434 book bags (one per student) with 
six books tucked inside each, and distributed them to families curbside 
during our Give Back/Get Back events. That’s over 2,600 books no longer 

sitting in boxes or in closets collecting dust, 
but rather in the hands and homes of our 
students! These are yours to keep. Should 
you need additional support in bolstering 
your at-home libraries, please reach out.   

Summertime brings with it additional time 
and pleasant opportunities for students to 
immerse themselves in the joys of reading. 
On a hot summer day, bring one of your 
new books to the beach, find a comfortable 

place under the shade of a tree, or plop down on a comfy bean bag and 
read. Better yet, create your own book nook, or capture a new favorite 
place to read this summer. Enjoy your book bags and remember to read 
every day! 

Central Students 
Embrace STEM Activities

During the culminating weeks 
of spring distance learning, 
students at Central Elementary 
were challenged through various 
at-home STEM activities. Fourth 
grade students used items around 
the house to create and test kites, 
bridges, catapults, and tin foil boats. 
Kindergarteners also enjoyed a 
STEM week that involved paper 
airplane design, creating their own 
musical instruments from recycled 
materials, and virtual STEM bingo. 

STEM challenges and activities not only build content 
knowledge around science, technology, engineering, and math, 
but also promote real-life application and connection through 
problem solving. Project and inquiry based processes foster 
creativity and critical thinking while students begin to recognize 
and realize themselves as young scientists, mathematicians, 
engineers, innovators, and impactors of the world. Consider 
guiding your child through these types of learning experiences 
throughout the summer! 

Central Elementary 

Organize 434 Book Bags

Central Elementary was 
awarded the Michigan 
School Wellness 
Award this spring. This 
award was received for 
the continued efforts 
being made to create 
and sustain a healthy 
school environment 
for students and staff. 
Such efforts include the introduction of schoolwide 
breakfast in the classroom, ongoing health/wellness 
and physical activity opportunities, and partnerships 

with local community organizations such as the 
YMCA in providing students with healthy habits 
instruction. Central Elementary appreciates your 

support and looks forward to building upon our 
recent successes as we work towards an even 
healthier environment for our kids and community. 
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Distance 
Learning 
“Cracking the 
Virtual Code”
We experienced a shift this spring that 
generated an emotional wave in all of 
us.  Sometimes we thought that we liked 
all the flexibility for our kids and the side 
by side learning with our kids compared 
to just hearing how their day was at 
school. We were checking Youtube to 
help our kids solve math problems and 
encouraging our kids to ask questions in 
the chat with their teacher. We realized 

our kids had to manage some of the responsibility themselves as we had to 
work in our homes or take care of family members impacted by Covid-19. At 
times we wondered if we were doing it right as our role shifted in the home, we 
were making sure that the internet was working, our house schedule supported 
meetings with classmates and chromebook schedules all while managing the 
health crisis in our community. I know that if yours was anything like the Smith 
home there were days you felt great and there were days you felt that you could 
not manage all the schedule changes. We spent 12 weeks learning a new 
way of doing school as a community and I know it was not always the easiest 
adjustment. The change came quick and I learned that our community can adapt 
to challenges for our kids!
 
During Spring distance learning, I had many people ask me what kind of model 
we were following as a district and how could I assure there would not be 
curriculum gaps with our students. The process started immediately with teachers 
and administrators identifying key standards within our curriculum that they would 
design their units around to develop opportunities for students to interact with the 
standards through meetings, prompts and questioning. We established “touch 
points” early and then realized that this was challenging to families with multiple 
kids. We realized the internet was a barrier for many so chromebooks were 
distributed and hot spots were created in front of our schools. We also realized 
instruction had to change, it needed clear questions and tasks that allowed 
students to try different ways of sharing their learning. As we moved through the 
spring it was clear that R-P was up to the challenge, our community and each of 
us has grown in our understanding of how technology can impact learning for kids 
in positive ways and be a barrier in other ways. We also know that we have to get 
better at it for our community and our kids. We started this spring but will continue 
to learn and improve, “in whatever” model we need to create, to be safe as a 
community.     
 
As we move forward at R-P and embrace the future this fall, I know that there are 
some terms and language that might help all of us understand the choices that 
our kids will have to learn in their life. I know that just as we walked through this 
season and learned so did trade schools, businesses, hospitals, social services, 
colleges and universities. Although, I do not pretend to know what the future 
holds, I do know that there are new terms in our learning that we all will need to 
know to help our students navigate the future of learning. The following language 

has become much more important to all of us over the past few weeks and will be 
even more important for us to understand in the future of learning.
 
Virtual Learning: a learning experience that is enhanced through utilizing 
computers and/or the internet both outside and inside the facilities of the 
educational organization. The instruction most commonly takes place in an online 
environment.
 
Hybrid Learning: a way of combining traditional classroom experiences, 
experiential learning objectives, and digital course delivery that emphasizes using 
the best option for each learning objective.
 
Blended Learning: delivered at least in part through digital learning, with some 
flexibility for students to choose the way they want to learn
 
Traditional Learning: a teacher directs students to learn through memorization 
and recitation techniques thereby not developing their critical thinking problem 
solving and decision making skills
 
Asynchronous Learning: instructors provide materials, lectures, tests, and 
assignments that can be accessed at any time. Students may be given a 
timeframe usually a one week window – during which they need to connect at 
least once or twice.
 
Synchronous Learning: a learning event in which a group of students are 
engaging in learning at the same time.

Reading, the Core of Education
“We have been in school for 2 weeks and in ELA we have not read yet, we go 
over homework and have done some vocabulary sheets.”  -6th Grader R-PI

This quote, in the year 2015, from a student at R-P Intermediate got me thinking 
about how we engage our students in literacy. It gathered my interest so much 
that I followed up with the student the next day to find out what she would do to fix 
it for R-P. 

 “If I am interested, I can learn what words mean and I would like it more slow in 
ELA class.”  

That really got me thinking about my thoughts on literacy instruction and my bias 
that student voice must help change how we maximize every student at R-P. We 
all want our students to read fluently and aspire to find meaning in what they read. 
We want them to have vocabulary that is both educational and mindful. We want 
them to allow reading to open their opportunities to think about their impact on the 
world beyond R-P.  
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Recently, literacy standards have been 
added to other content areas. There are 
100s of rigorous embedded skills tucked 

into our Michigan State Standards that are written to ensure that, if 
learned, they will be able to be the readers and thinkers that we desire 
for our kids. So, the 6th grader said, “more slow and If I am interested, 
I can learn the words”, what does this look like for our kids at R-P and 
their life of reading beyond 
R-P?  

What can R-P and our families 
do with our curriculum that 
ensures the standards are 
learned?

The answers are doable 
with skill instruction, reading 
designed around “Perfect 
Timing” as Daniel Pink says and slowing 

down on purpose to focus on targeted skills and 
deep reading strategies.

1. Prioritize Time - Set aside time for kids to read. 
Not hours but time each day in classrooms and at 
bedtime. To increase the effectiveness of reading 
time have students take deep breaths and close 
their eyes before starting. If a student needs a skill 
to learn to read, teach them. The other students who 
are reading independently are breathing deeply, 
obtaining vocabulary and their choice of book 
selection is honored. 

2. Feel the Story - Feeling the emotion in text is the easiest way to understand 
the power of words, written story and context to the world, within an article or 
story. Welcome the opportunity for kids to explain how the article, paragraph 
or chapter made them feel, this helps our kids connect with text. Adults ‘like’ 
and ‘share’ posts online that they feel connected to, it makes sense that feeling 
connected to text will be a major part of life.

3. Consider Environment - Last year during a building visit at R-P Elementary a 
teacher had a picture of a dinosaur on the smartboard. The teacher was asking 
for characteristics. In the middle of the lesson a student jumped up and said, “That 
is in my library book!” The student ran over to their backpack, pulled the book out 
and shared the picture with the class. The teacher, not missing a beat, said, “Wow, 
what a connection between our picture and what you are reading at home! Thank 
you!” The boy then sat on the floor about two inches from the teacher’s feet for 
the remainder of the characteristics discussion of the picture, leafing through his 
books as the rest of the class carried on the conversation. Are there books laying 
around the house or classroom? Do books magically end up on tables or desks?

4. Invite Conversation - “What are you reading?” “What is the title of that book?” 
We want to talk about things that we are experiencing, think about social media. 
Experiencing a book, article, poem or series is not different. Talking about what we 
read makes connections for both our kids and us as adults. Invite conversation, 
who knows what you will hear, or what our kids will read, to have that conversation 
with you.

5. Honor Choice - This is where the slow reading comes in. It is not about being 
just right and perfect it is about their interest in the topic, picture, article or wanting 
to connect with the content inside of the text. An interesting quote from Readicide 
by Kelly Gallagher “How schools are killing reading and what you can do about 
it.”, a book included in our staff summer study groups, states: “kids need authentic 
reading daily that they value”. As we think about our kids and the ideas that they 
may have about reading, which of these can we start in our home and classroom 
to foster a fluent, vocabulary rich, community of thinkers who want to have an 
impact well beyond R-P.  Think about it.

We can do this R-P.  We can do this in a distance learning environment, face to 
face, in our homes and in our school. 

RP Curriculum and Social 
Emotional Supports
Reeths-Puffer has always emphasized relationships in the classroom, combining 
relationships with quality curriculum and creative instructional practices will 
maximize all our students. While we reflect on the Covid-19 spring shutdown and 
the prolonged time away from a traditional school schedule, we cannot ignore 
the emphasis that R-P will need to not only support students with their academic 
progress but also with their need for safety while at school. The most obvious is 
their physical safety, we were reminded of this with quarantine last spring and 
daily with wearing masks, social distancing and limited gatherings. The areas 
our teachers are working on this 
summer through book studies, online 
classes and grade level meetings 
are prevalent areas of need that will 
give our students a sense of safety, 
belonging and steps towards equitable 
experiences for our students

The Four Prevalent 
Areas of Need 

Emotional Needs - We emphasize creating 
opportunities for our students that keep 
them in their “upstairs brain” processing 
information, responding to challenges, 
questions and humans.  When we have 
situations in classrooms, hallways or 
common areas that trigger a feeling of 
“unsafe” our kids shift to a space in their 
brain that is emotionally driven. Often the 
response is explosive or it may impact 
them, or the people around them, to seek 
a regulated state in their mind. We realize 
that the experiences to be around peers at 
school, on busses and in learning groups 
has not occurred for a while so planning for 
this with our young learners and processing with our students in middle school or 
high school to build their ability to regulate will be part of our daily instruction.   This 
has already been implemented in curriculum with Second Step, Rocketoons, EL 
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literacy curriculum and last year at the secondary level with 
our Capturing Kids Hearts strategies for classrooms.

Relational Needs - We know that humans need to have a 
sense of connection and belonging when gathering together. 
This can be as simple as having a group to eat lunch with, 
a positive relationship with a coach when taking risks on 
the athletic fields and knowing that the classroom is safe 
enough to ask questions and/or having the opportunity to 
connect with teachers to have questions answered. If there 
are not strategic efforts to provide a sense of belonging in 
a classroom, elective or club often our students seek these 
connections through unhealthy ways.   We continue to take 
active steps through our Capturing Kids Hearts training and 
curriculum decisions that design classrooms around social 
experiences and problem solving. Often connections can 
be made by our students through their work during class in 
groups or a project they work on together. This has proven 
true for adults who remain in a work position for extended 
times as 60% cite friendships at work for balancing their 
stress and sense of belonging. Also, 62% of adults who work 
in a distance environment with minimal human interaction 
claim to be lonely. This means that if as adults we need it, 
our kids will need it in their learning environment and may be 
craving it greatly in their future attendance at RP. 

Physical Needs - This is our physiological or biological 
needs for survival. When our students are hungry, angry, 
lonely, tired, sick, hot or anxious it triggers their response to 
get that need met. As we gather again at R-P we are learning how these needs 
will impact our learning environments. Since all students will respond differently 
the ability to share their needs and have time to meet their needs continues to 
be at the forefront of our instructional design. The other day I was in a parent 
forum around gender and racial decision making in our district, a parent shared 
with me that from his earliest memory of life asking for help was “weakness”. If 
a teacher says, “Let me know if you need help.” there was no way that he could 
ever approach that teacher and if he did it went against his family beliefs. This 
comment was genuine and I replayed the times during conferences or meetings 
where I shared with parents that, if your child needs help they just need to ask, 
never considering there are people for which this is not considered appropriate. 
This comment represents our charge to ask questions to evoke our students’ 

needs, listen deeply and lean into their conversations with 
peers and then offer support or help. The active shift to 
seeking understanding of needs versus responding to needs 
is necessary for our kids and continues to shape lesson 
design and act on student voice.

Control Needs - This is a need to have a say. Those who 
are in situations where they have little control, which is most 
of our country through the Covid-19 health crisis, feel a lack 
of safety.   This can cause a person to feel powerless in a 
situation and engage in a power struggle to gain a sense of 
purpose and power. As we transition back to school this may 
be the case for many students in R-P caused by changes 
in family dynamics and increased stress in the home. We 
know this comes down to us creating environments where 
students have a say in their learning and the processes for 
their classrooms. A student may need to be assessed in 
school but the timing, representations and variety of ways 
that a student can show their learning will help as our kids 
value their input into the classroom. Often, our teachers may 
have students build on each other’s thinking and expand on 
an idea with questioning or asking students if there is another 
way to solve a problem.  Any opportunity for a student to 
add their voice and see that it impacts the environment or 
actions of the people around them in a positive way can help 
students transition back to school in a positive way.

As a district keeping these in mind as we design our 
assessments, pacing and the collaboration in our schools 

will allow our students to feel safe in their learning and support each child more 
accurately with their needs throughout their learning at R-P.

If this topic interests you and would like a copy of the book “Relationships, 
Responsibility and Regulation: Trauma-Invested Practices for Fostering Resilient 
Learners.” by Kristin Van Marter Souers and Peter Hall, I have 50 copies, free for 
community members interested in learning more.

Please contact: 
Tammy Mackey 
Phone: 231 744-4736 Ext. 1124
mackeyt@reeths-puffer.org
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Varsity Cross Country (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday Aug. 12  1st Practice Date (Practice)  Reeths-Puffer High School  TBA

Monday Aug. 24  @ Trojan-Eagle Invitational  Fruitport Calvary Christian  TBA

Friday Aug. 28  @ Eagle Invitational  Eagle Invitational  9:15AM

Wednesday Sep. 16  @ Conference Jamboree  @ Holland (Ridgepoint Church) 4:45PM

Friday Sep. 18  @ MSU Spartan Invitational  Forest Akers East & West Golf Courses  TBA

Saturday Sep. 26  @ Cougar Falcon Invitational  Gainey Athletic Complex  9:55AM

Wednesday Sep. 30  @ Conference Jamboree  @ Union Union HS  4:45PM

Saturday Oct. 03  @ Allendale Invitational  Allendale Invitational  TBA

Wednesday Oct. 14  @ Conference Finals  Hosted By Zeeland East 4:00PM

Saturday Oct. 17  @ GMAA Meet  University Park Golf Course  TBA

Varsity Cross Country (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Monday Aug. 24  @ Trojan-Eagle Invitational  Fruitport Calvary Christian  TBA

Friday Aug. 28  @ Eagle Invitational  Hudsonville High School  TBA

Wednesday Sep. 16  @ Conference Jamboree  @ Holland (Ridgepoint Church) 5:15PM

Friday Sep. 18  @ MSU Spartan Invitational Forest Akers East & West Golf Courses  TBA

Saturday Sep. 26  @ Cougar-Falcon Invitational  Gainey Athletic Complex  10:15AM

Wednesday Sep. 30  @ Conference Jamboree  @ Union Union HS  5:15PM

Saturday Oct. 03  @ Allendale Invitational  Allendale HS  TBA

Wednesday Oct. 14  @ Conference Finals  Hosted By Zeeland East 4:00PM

Saturday Oct. 17  @ GMAA Meet  University Park Golf Course  TBA

Freshman Football (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday Aug. 26  @ Grand Haven  Grand Haven  4:30PM

Wednesday Sep. 02  St. Johns High School  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:30PM

Thursday Sep. 10  Zeeland West  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:30PM

Thursday Sep. 17  @ Mona Shores  Mona Shores High School  4:30PM

Thursday Sep. 24  Holland HS  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:30PM

Thursday Oct. 01  Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:30PM

Thursday Oct. 08  @ Grand Rapids Union  Grand Rapids Union  4:30PM

Thursday Oct. 15  Wyoming High School  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:30PM

Thursday Oct. 22  @ Zeeland East  Zeeland East  4:30PM

Junior Varsity Football (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday Aug. 26  @ Grand Haven  Grand Haven  6:30PM

Wednesday Sep. 02  St. Johns High School  Reeths-Puffer High School  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 10  Zeeland West  eeths-Puffer High School  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 17  @ Mona Shores  Mona Shores High School  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 24  Holland HS  Reeths-Puffer High School  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 01  Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer High School  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 08  @ Grand Rapids Union  Grand Rapids Union  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 15  Wyoming High School  Reeths-Puffer High School  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 22  @ Zeeland East  Zeeland East  6:30PM

Varsity Football (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Thursday Aug. 27  Grand Haven  Reeths-Puffer HS  7:00PM

Thursday Sep. 03  @ St. Johns High School  St. Johns High School  7:00PM

Friday Sep. 11  @ Zeeland West  Zeeland West  7:00PM

Friday Sep. 18  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  7:00PM

Friday Sep. 25  @ Holland HS  Holland HS  7:00PM

Friday Oct. 02  @ Muskegon  Muskegon High School  7:00PM

Friday Oct. 09  Grand Rapids Union (Homecoming) Reeths-Puffer HS  7:00PM

Friday Oct. 16  @ Wyoming High School  Wyoming High School  7:00PM

Friday Oct. 23  Zeeland East  Reeths-Puffer HS  7:00PM

Varsity Golf (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday Aug. 19  @ Mona Shores Invitational  Stonegate Golf Club  9:00AM

Tuesday Aug. 25  @ Forest Hills Central Invitational The Meadows  8:30AM

Wednesday Aug. 26  @ Conference Jamboree @ Holland Clearbrook Golf Course  3:45PM

Wednesday Sep. 02  @ Conference Jamboree @ Union The Mines Golf Course  3:45PM

Wednesday Sep. 09  @ Conference Jamboree @ Zeeland East Winding Creek Golf Club  3:45PM

Monday Sep. 14  @ Conference Jamboree @ Mona Shores Stonegate Golf Club  3:45PM

Wednesday Sep. 16  Conference Jamboree @ Reeths-Puffer Lincoln Golf Course  3:45PM

Friday Sep. 18  @ Greenville Invitational (Pending Contract) The Links at Bowen Lake TBA

Tuesday Sep. 22  @ Conference Jamboree @ Zeeland West Crestview Golf Course  3:45PM

Wednesday Sep. 23 @ GMAA hosted by North Muskegon Stonegate Golf Club  9:00AM

Monday Sep. 28  @ Conference Jamboree @ Wyoming Maple Hill Golf Course  3:45PM

Wednesday Sep. 30  @ Conference Championship @ Zeeland East Pigeon Creek GC  9:00AM

Thursday Oct. 01  Rocket Invitational Lincoln Golf Course  9:00AM

Varsity Soccer (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday Aug. 22  @ Byron Center Invitational  Byron Center 1 0:00AM

Tuesday Aug. 25  @ Western MI Christian HS  Western Michigan Christian HS 6:45PM

Thursday Aug. 27  North Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:45PM

Tuesday Sep. 01  @ Zeeland West  Zeeland West  6:45PM

Tuesday Sep. 08  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:45PM

Thursday Sep. 10  @ Holland HS  Holland HS  6:45PM

Saturday Sep. 12  Spring Lake  Spring Lake HS  11:45AM

Monday Sep. 14  @ Ludington  Ludington HS  6:30PM

Tuesday Sep. 15  @ Muskegon Nelson   5:30PM

REETHS-PUFFER SCHOOLS
2020-2021 FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE
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Thursday Sep. 17  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:45PM

Tuesday Sep. 22 @  Wyoming High School  Wyoming High School  6:45PM

Thursday Sep. 24  Zeeland East  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:45PM

Tuesday Sep. 29  Fruitport HS  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:45PM

Thursday Oct. 01  Northview  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:45PM

Saturday Oct. 03  East Grand Rapids HS  Reeths-Puffer HS  12:45PM

Tuesday Oct. 06  Conference Tournament- TBD  Reeths-Puffer High School  TBA

Thursday Oct. 08  Conference Tournament- TBD  Reeths-Puffer High School  TBA

Monday Oct. 12  Conference Tournament- TBD  Reeths-Puffer High School  TBA

Junior Varsity Soccer (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday Aug. 22  @ Byron Center Invitational  Byron Center  3:00PM

Tuesday Aug. 25  @ Western MI Christian HS  Western MI Christian HS  5:00PM

Thursday Aug. 27  North Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 01  @ Zeeland West  Zeeland West  5:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 08  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:00PM

Thursday Sep. 10  @ Holland HS  Holland HS  5:00PM

Saturday Sep. 12  Spring Lake  Reeths-Puffer High School  10:00AM

Monday Sep. 14  @ Ludington  Ludington  5:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 15  @ Muskegon  Muskegon  4:00PM

Thursday Sep. 17  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 22  @ Wyoming High School  Wyoming High School  5:00PM

Thursday Sep. 24  Zeeland East  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 29  Fruitport HS  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:00PM

Thursday Oct. 01  Northview  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:00PM

Saturday Oct. 03  East Grand Rapids HS  Reeths-Puffer High School  11:00AM

Tuesday Oct. 06  @ Conference Tournament- TBD Conference Tournament- TBD  TBA

Thursday Oct. 08  @ Conference Tournament- TBD Conference Tournament- TBD  TBA

Monday Oct. 12  @ Conference Tournament- TBD Conference Tournament- TBD  TBA

Varsity Swimming (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday Aug. 22  @ Ludington (Ludington Relays)   Ludington  TBA

Tuesday Aug. 25  @ Unity Christian  Unity Christian  6:00PM

Thursday Sep. 03  @ Manistee  Manistee  6:00PM

Thursday Sep. 10  Caledonia High School  Muskegon High School  6:00PM

Saturday Sep. 12  @ Spring Lake Invitational  Spring Lake Invitational  9:00AM

Tuesday Sep. 15  @ Spring Lake  Spring Lake HS  6:30PM

Tuesday Sep. 22  Holland HS  Muskegon High School  6:30PM

Tuesday Sep. 29  Holland Christian  Muskegon High School  6:30PM

Tuesday Oct. 06  @ Zeeland West  Zeeland West  6:30PM

Friday Oct. 09  @ MISCA Meet @ Calvin College MISCA Meet @ Calvin College  TBA

Tuesday Oct. 13  @ Ludington  Ludington HS  6:00PM

Tuesday Oct. 20  Hamilton HS  Muskegon High School  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 22  @ Fremont  Fremont High School  6:00PM

Tuesday Oct. 27  @ GR Catholic Central High School (@ Grand Rapids YMCA) 6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 29  Ludington  Muskegon High School  6:00PM

Friday Nov. 06  @ OK Conference Prelims  Zeeland West  5:00PM

Saturday Nov. 07  @ Conference finals @  Zeeland West 12:00PM

Varsity Tennis (Boys)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday Aug. 22  @ Jenison Quad  Jenison Quad  9:00AM

Monday Aug. 24  North Muskegon  North Muskegon High School  9:00AM

Thursday Aug. 27  Tri W/ Spring Lake and Big Rapids Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Monday Aug. 31  @ Zeeland West  Zeeland West  4:15PM

Wednesday Sep. 02  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  4:15PM

Thursday Sep. 03  Whitehall  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:15PM

Wednesday Sep. 09  @ Holland HS  Holland HS  4:15PM

Saturday Sep. 12  Rocket Quad  Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Wednesday Sep. 16  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer HS  4:15PM

Monday Sep. 21  @ Wyoming High School  Wyoming High School  4:15PM

Wednesday Sep. 23  Zeeland East  Zeeland East  4:15PM

Saturday Sep. 26  @ GMAA Tournament @ Whitehall GMAA Tournament @ Whitehall  TBA

Saturday Oct. 03  Conference Tournament at Holland Reeths-Puffer High School  TBA

Freshman Volleyball (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday Aug. 29  Rocket Invitational  Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Thursday Sep. 03  @ East Kentwood Invitational  East Kentwood HS  5:00PM

Thursday Sep. 10  @ Zeeland West  Zeeland West  5:15PM

Tuesday Sep. 15  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

Thursday Sep. 17  @ Holland HS  Holland HS  5:15PM

Tuesday Sep. 22  @ Muskegon  Muskegon  5:15PM

Saturday Sep. 26  @ Mona Shores Invitational Mona Shores High School  9:00AM

Monday Sep. 28  Quad @ Grand Haven Quad @ Grand Haven  5:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 29  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:15PM

Thursday Oct. 01  @ Wyoming High School  Wyoming High School  5:15PM

Tuesday Oct. 06  Zeeland East  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

Tuesday Oct. 13  Conference Tournament- TBD  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

Wednesday Oct. 14  Quad @ Kenowa Hills w/Hopkins & Unity Christian Kenowa Hills HS  5:00PM

Tuesday Oct. 20  Conference Tournament- TBD Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

Thursday Oct. 22  Quad w/ Fruitport, Spring Lake and Whitehall - Reeths-Puffer HS  5:00PM

Tuesday Oct. 27  Conference Tournament- TBD - Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

Thursday Oct. 29  Quad @ Holland Christian Holland Christian High School  5:00PM

Junior Varsity Volleyball (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Thursday Sep. 03  @ East Kentwood Invitational  East Kentwood HS  5:00PM

Thursday Sep. 10  @ Zeeland West  Zeeland West  5:15PM

Saturday Sep. 12  Rocket Invitational  Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Tuesday Sep. 15  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

Thursday Sep. 17  @ Holland HS  Holland HS  5:15PM

Tuesday Sep. 22  @ Muskegon  Muskegon  5:15PM

Saturday Sep. 26  @ Mona Shores Invitational  Mona Shores High School  9:00AM

Monday Sep. 28  Quad @ West Ottawa North HS Gym West Ottawa High School  5:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 29  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:15PM

Thursday Oct. 01  @ Wyoming High School  Wyoming High School  5:15PM

Tuesday Oct. 06  Zeeland East  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

2020-2021 FALL SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)
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Junior Varsity Volleyball (Girls) - continued
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Tuesday Oct. 13  Conference Tournament- TBD  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

Wednesday Oct. 14  Quad @ Hopkins w/ Kenowa Hills & Unity Christian Hopkins HS 5:00PM

Tuesday Oct. 20  Conference Tournament- TBD  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

Thursday Oct. 22  Quad w/ Fruitport, Spring Lake and Whitehall - Reeths-Puffer HS  5:00PM

Tuesday Oct. 27  Conference Tournament- TBD - Reeths-Puffer High School  5:15PM

Thursday Oct. 29  @ Quad @ Grand Rapids West Catholic - West Catholic HS  5:00PM

Varsity Volleyball (Girls)
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday Aug. 12  1st Practice Date (Practice)  Reeths-Puffer High School  TBA

Saturday Aug. 22  Rocket Quad Invitational  Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Thursday Sep. 10  @ Zeeland West  Zeeland West  6:30PM

Saturday Sep. 12  @ Caledonia Invitational  Caledonia High School  9:00AM

Tuesday Sep. 15  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 17  @ Holland HS  Holland HS  6:30PM

Saturday Sep. 19  @ West Ottawa Invitational in North HS Main Gym - West Ottawa HS 9:00AM

Tuesday Sep. 22  @ Muskegon  Muskegon High School  6:30PM

Tuesday Sep. 29  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 01  @ Wyoming High School  Wyoming High School  6:30PM

Tuesday Oct. 06  Zeeland East  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Saturday Oct. 10  @ Mona Shores Invitational  Mona Shores High School  9:00AM

Tuesday Oct. 13  Conference Tournament- TBD  Reeths-Puffer High School  6:30PM

Wednesday Oct. 14  Quad @ Unity Christian W/Kenowa Hills & Hopkins Unity Christian HS  5:00PM

Saturday Oct. 17  GMAA Tournament  Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Tuesday Oct. 20  Conference Tournament- TBD  Reeths-Puffer High School  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 22  Quad w/ Fruitport, Spring Lake and Whitehall @ Fruitport HS  5:00PM

 (Pending Contract)

Tuesday Oct. 27  Conference Tournament- TBD  Reeths-Puffer High School  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 29  Tri-Match with North Muskegon & Spring Lake @ Reeths-Puffer HS  5:00PM

 (Pending Contracts)

New R-P Athletic Registration 

Requirement for 2020-2021 School Year
The Reeths-Puffer High School Athletic Department has partnered with FinalForms, 
an online forms and data management service, to provide increased communication, 
general information and compliance services to all families who participate in athletics 
at Reeths-Puffer High School.

In order to participate in athletics at Reeths-Puffer during the 2020-2021 school year, 
all student-athletes are required to register with Final Forms. To register as a parent, 
please go to: https://reethspuffer-mi.finalforms.com/

An exciting feature in registering with FinalForms is that it saves data from season-to-
season and year-to-year, meaning the information will never need to be entered twice 
for a student-athlete. You’ll simply review your information once per school year to verify 
it’s up to date and sign the required renewal forms.

A few hints:
1. Bookmark this site or save it to your desktop on your mobile device or computer (do 
not Google search for it in the future as you will not go directly to the Reeths-Puffer 
site).
2. Have required information available, such as medical history/health information, 
insurance company policy numbers, doctor, dentist and hospital information. This will 
make the registration process more efficient for you to complete in a timely manner.
3. Parents will need to fill in their student-athlete’s school email address. This address 
is typically the student-athlete’s first name, followed by a period and then their last 
name, followed by @reeths-puffer.org. Your student will then need to check their email 
for information on how to complete their portion of the registration process.

Thank you for your assistance in supporting the streamlining of our management 
processes for Reeths-Puffer High School Athletics. If you have any questions, please 
contact Tony Schmitt at schmittt@reeths-puffer.org.

New R-P Athletic Registration 

Requirement for 2020-2021 School Year
Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, the MHSAA has advised that student-athletes who had a 
sports physical on file during the 19-20 school year will not need a new sports physical for 
the 20-21 school year. 

Instead of a new sports physical completed by a physician, parents/guardians will need 
to complete a MHSAA Sports Health Questionnaire form. This form can be found at 
mhsaa.com (scroll to the bottom of page and choose Forms/Resources under AD 
column). After completing the sports health questionnaire form, please turn this into the 
athletic department office or email a signed copy to Tony Schmitt at schmittt@reeths-
puffer.org.

Those students who do not have a sports physical on file for the 19-20 school year will need 
to have a new physical completed by a physician before tryouts begin. This physical form can 
be found at mhsaa.com, under Forms/Resources (Physical Card/Medical History Form).   

All students are required to have a MHSAA Sports Health Questionnaire or MHSAA 
Physical Card/Medical History form on file before they are allowed to try out for a sport 
during the 20-21 school year.

Please note: If you’ve registered your student-athlete through FinalForms (https://
reethspuffer-mi.finalforms.com) you can access the MHSAA Sports Health Questionnaire 
and Physical Card/Medical History forms through your account. 

Please contact Tony Schmitt at schmittt@reeths-puffer.org with any questions.

2020-2021 FALL SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)
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School and life can cause stress 
on our children for a variety of 
reasons. When we are stressed, 
we do not do our best learning. 
At Reeths-Puffer Elementary, 
we have a few opportunities for 
calming in the school. We have a 
Calming Space in the library, The 
Front Porch (Assistant Principal’s 
Office), and most classrooms 
even have a Rest and Return 
Space. Calming and returning 
is a skill we teach and practice 
regularly. Moving to distance 
learning didn’t make these 
stressors go away, and in many 
instances, stress increased 
in families. Reeths-Puffer 
Elementary saw this need, and 
created Virtual Calming Rooms. 
Each room has a different theme 
and is accessed through Google 
Drive. We also saw the need 
and benefits of laughter, so we 
created a Virtual Laugh Room 
with staff telling jokes! Tools 
are not a one size fits all, so a 
variety of tools are available in 
the Virtual Calming rooms from a guided relaxation, listening to a story, printing 
a picture to color, or taking some deep breaths. Learning the skill to step away 
when you are frustrated or just need a break are lifelong skills. These Virtual 
Rooms will remain open over the summer!

Virtual Calming 
& Laughing Rooms

At the Heart of It
No other phrase describes RPEL best, other than “At the Heart of It”. Schools closed, 
but not cancelled. RPEL staff did not let building closure come between them and their 
students. The RPEL kindergarten team decided to bring the “end of year” events home 
for their families to enjoy together. The kindergarten team was stronger together, so with 
a little collaboration and hard work the following field trips were created: A trip to the 
garden, treehouse, and zoo. Students also learned sign language, observed butterflies, 
and learned how to make cookies all from the comfort of their own homes. The students 
were able to take a virtual trip to learn about places and things around them while 
connecting with their teachers. It has been a true partnership between families and staff 
from Reeths-Puffer Elementary. We are R-P!

Trip to the Zoo “How to” Virtual Trip

ESL Virtual Trip Trip to the Garden

Trip to the 
Butterfly Garden

Trip to the Treehouse
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In early March, RPEL’s AmeriCorps Reading Interventionists, Brandy 
Bischoff, Tracy Heykoop and Erin Kaveloski, were experiencing the fourth 
year of RPEL’s partnership with the Michigan Education Corps and our best 
year of reading intervention yet!  They had provided individualized reading 
support to 71 students, and 57 of those students were on track to exceed 
RPEL’s end of year reading benchmarks.  When the school doors were 
closed, the MEC team did not allow the virus to take away their service 
to our community.  Their service mission was allowed to expand and they 
pitched in to help in many ways including sewing masks, distributing school 
lunches, supporting teachers with large projects, attending virtual meetings 
with MEC members across the state, creating virtual read alouds for 
students and compiling a list of educational books that other Interventionists 
could study.  While providing literacy intervention is at the heart of the MEC 
team’s mission, their service to the Reeths-Puffer community has shown 
flexibility and resilience during these challenging times.    

We all know the last third of the school year did not end as planned. 
We were surprised to be told to do school from home. None of us 
had heard words like remote learning and Zoom before then. In a 
blink of an eye parents became teachers, the kitchen table became 
a classroom, and Zoom became an action. 

The 2nd grade teachers, students, and families jumped right in 
to remote learning with both feet. Zoom calls became a time to 
connect and have fun. Students got to participate in scavenger 
hunts, learn to draw, hear stories, and show off their pets. They 
got to do fun things like read in boats, forts, or under beds. Math 
problems were solved with nature items, food, or even sidewalk 
chalk. Students wrote opinion 

pieces of writing, solved 3 digit math problems, and 
answered questions about their reading. 

It wasn’t a traditional end of the year, but students 
persevered and worked hard, families supported each 
other, and teachers are proud of their young Rockets! 

RPEL 2nd Grade
From a Distance

Coronavirus Can’t Shut 
Down AmeriCorps Service
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Celebrating 
Black History

This February, students in Mrs. Harris’s 
3rd grade class spent over a month 
digging deep into learning about the 
contributions and history of African Americans in the United States. 
Each student created an interactive notebook to record their learning 
along the way. Students learned about how slavery began in the 
United States and the reasons why it continued for so long. They 
engaged in deep discussions about equality and racism and how 
these concepts have evolved over the last few hundred years. The 
students also learned about the Civil Rights Movement and the 
many voices that demanded change in our country. As a culminating 
activity, the students worked together to create a mural of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Each student was given a single sheet of paper with 
a design and instructions for how to color it. Then, we put all the 
pieces together to create our mural. When we work together, we can 
accomplish great things. Although the part we contribute may seem 
small and insignificant, when we put everyone’s contribution together, 
something beautiful can happen. We used these words along with our 
mural project to show how we can each do our part to make positive 
changes in our community. Even if our actions seem small, much like 
the small piece they each colored, together our actions are powerful.

Discovering Michigan
This year our third grade students had an opportunity to explore 
our home state! Although we couldn’t physically travel to see 
everything Michigan has to offer, we were able to use our resources 
to learn about our state virtually. The students studied Michigan 
landforms, bodies of water, forests, resources, and roadways. The 
students learned how early agriculture and lumber industries shaped 
our economy and how the Great Lakes brought opportunities for 
businesses. The students also studied the way roads are connected 
across the state and how we can use them to navigate to different 
places. As a final project, each student chose an example of a 
Michigan landform or body of water to research. Their task was to 
create a 3D model of the landform/body of water of their choice and 
identify an example that you could find in Michigan. They also had to 
detail the resources that their landform/body of water provides and 
why it is important for our state. From there, the students also had to 
use their knowledge of roadways and location to provide directions 
from Muskegon to the example they chose. Each student completed 
their project at home and shared them with their classmates at 
school. The results, like our students, were extraordinary! They were 
excited to learn more about their home state and share their learning 
with their family and friends.

(From Top to Bottom) Zander Madole (Natural Spring), Skylar Olivas (Waterfall), 

Valentino Welsh (Lake), Sofia Siramphone  (Waterfall), Bo Blair (Sand Dunes)

“It’s all about 

relationships” and being 

“stronger together” at Reeths-

Puffer Elementary. Thank you to Family 

Financial Credit Union for staying connected with us, and 

our community during these unprecedented times. Not only 

did their team stay connected with our staff, they stayed 

connected with our students by creating a “Virtual Tour” of 

their downtown branch location. Our kindergarteners visit 

the bank each year in the spring as part of our Kickstart to 

Careers Program. Kindergarteners learn at a young age 

how important it is to save money for their future. Being 

connected with our community allows students to save their 

money and make deposits right at the school throughout 

the year. Unfortunately, with schools being closed they 

were unable to have the same experience, however, they 

experienced the use of a real ATM, depositing money with 

a real bank teller , and viewed the inside of a real money 

vault. This could not have been possible without the love and 

support from Family Financial Credit Union. Thank you from 

your family here at Reeths-Puffer Elementary.

Money Vault ATM Machine
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Saying 
“See Ya 
Later” 
to Our 
RPTLE
Kids

We weren’t sure what we were going to do, or 

how we were going to do it.  At the last minute, 

our RPTLE team came up with a creative 

way to say “see ya later” to our kids.  We had 

RPTLE team, teachers, helpers, volunteers, 

sit along the sidewalk in front of our school 

building, socially distancing by staying 6 feet 

apart.  We made signs, dressed up, and waited 

for our kids to drive through the parking lot.  

We were soooo excited to see the turn out!  

Many of our learners made signs, dressed up, 

painted their cars and ALL of them had huge 

smiles and LOTS of love.  We made the best 

of the situation.  We would have loved to give 

hugs, but seeing our kids and their beautiful 

smiles was good enough for now.
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Our RPTLE second grade teaching team, Mrs. 

Kolbe and Mrs. Kinstner, hated to let their kids 

down.  They had planned an end of the year trip 

to Camp Pendolouan the last week of school and 

were disappointed that their kids weren’t going to 

be able to experience the trip.  This is where our 

creative teachers put their heads together and 

developed a plan.  They decided to take their kids 

on a virtual camping trip, complete with s’more 

making!  (Of course, parents were encouraged 

to participate.)  This is one example of our RP 

teachers making the best of the situation during 

the Covid shut-down.  And, their kids made a 

new and exciting memory. 

Twin Lake 
Kindergarten Family 

Reading Events
Reeths-Puffer Twin Lake Elementary Kindergarten started the Month of 

March with Family Reading Events. On March 6 and March 13 volunteers 

came to Mrs. Palazzolo’s Kindergarten Classroom to read to small groups of 

Kindergarten students. Family Reading Events were planned once a week 

for each week in March to celebrate reading month! Parents, Grandparents 

or other family and community members were invited to bring a favorite 

read aloud book to our classroom. They were given general reading 

comprehension questions to ask students before, during, and after the book. 

After reading the book and working through the comprehension questions 

with students, volunteers then helped the students complete a reflection 

about their favorite part of the story! We are so thankful for our families and 

volunteers that make these events such a special time of learning!

SECOND GRADE 
VIRTUAL CAMPING TRIP
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Miss Nauta’s second graders had an opportunity last year to enjoy learning about living a healthy 

lifestyle through the Healthy Body, Healthy Mind program offered by the Muskegon YMCA. Andrea 

Switzer visited the class six times to implement lessons from the Michigan Model for Health. Students 

learned the importance of the five food groups of fruits, vegetables, proteins, grains and dairy. They 

learned that eating from these food groups daily helps fuel their body appropriately.  Students also 

learned that they should also make physical activity a part of their daily routine. Mrs. Switzer taught 

ways to get their bodies moving. Some of these ways include biking, walking, playing sports, break 

dancing or badminton. 

When students were asked what they enjoyed most about the program, many enjoyed the time spent 

in the gym being active. One student stated, “I liked exercising. It was really good and I felt really 

good. I liked that we found out about the food groups.” Another student stated, “I liked that we got to 

go to the gym and play and that we got to try different foods.” 

During one of the lessons, students had a taste testing of the different food groups. They tried a 

smoothie that included one food from each of the 5 food groups and an apple and raisin salad. They 

were also able to create their own bagel pizza with different toppings. 

Reeths-Puffer is thankful for the partnership we continue to have with the Muskegon YMCA to 

promote health and wellness within our students and community. 

HEALTHY BODIES, MINDS WITH THE YMCA

REETHS-PUFFER SCHOOLS  |  2020-2021 SCHOOL CALENDAR

August 31 New Teacher Orientation
September 1 Teacher Professional Development 
September 2 Teacher Professional Development 
September 8  First Day of School (Full Day)
September 18 K-12 AM Only – 
  Afternoon PD for Staff 
October 16 K-12 AM Only – 
  Afternoon PD for Staff 
October 30 K-12 AM Only – 
  Afternoon PD for Staff 
November 6 5-12 AM Only  
     5-12 Records Day PM
     End of 1st Marking Period
November 11 5-12 Conferences 
  (School is in Session)
     Grades 5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
     Grades 7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
     Grades 9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
November 12 5-12 Conferences 
  (School is in Session)
     Grades 5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
     Grades 7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
     Grades 9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
November 20 K-12 AM Only – 
  Afternoon PD for Staff 
November 25 K-12 AM Only (half day for staff)

November 26 & 27 K-12 No School – 
  Thanksgiving Holiday
December 4 K-4 AM Only
     K-4 Records Day PM
     End of 1st Tri-Reporting
December 9 K-4 Conferences (School is in Session)
  5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
December 10 K-4 AM Only
     K-4 Conferences, 12:45 to 3:45 
     and 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
December 18 K-12 AM Only (half day for staff)
December 21 K-12 No School – 
  Christmas Recess Begins
January 4 School Resumes
January 18 K-12 AM Only – 
  Martin Luther King Jr. Day
     - Afternoon PD for Staff 
January 22 5-12 AM Only 
     Records Day PM
     End of 2nd Marking Period 
February 12 K-12 AM Only (half day for staff)
February 15 K-12 No School – 
  Mid-Winter Break
March 5 K-4 AM Only
     K-4 Records Day PM
     End of 2nd Tri-Reporting

March 10 K-4 Conferences, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
  (School is in Session)
March 11 K-4 AM Only
     K-4 Conferences, 12:45 to 3:45 
     and 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
March 19 K-12 AM Only – 
  Afternoon PD for staff 
March 26 5-12 AM Only
     5-12 Records Day PM
     End of 3rd Marking Period
March 30 5-12 Conferences (School is in Session)
     Grades 5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
     Grades 7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
     Grades 9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
March 31 5-8 Conferences (School is in Session)
     Grades 5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
     Grades 7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
April 2 K-12 AM Only (half day for staff)
April 5-9 K-12 No School – Spring Break
April 12 School Resumes
May 31 K-12 No School – Memorial Day
June 10 K-12 AM Only
  K-12 Records Day PM
June 11 K-12 AM Only
     K-12 Records Day PM
     Last day of School for all students
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The Career Tech Center (CTC) in 
Muskegon publicly launched a major 
rebrand to reflect the school’s dedication 
to providing a future-focused education 
to Muskegon Area students during its 
Connect with Tech Open House on 
January 29, 2020. The rebrand was 
in response to a poll that concluded 
that many parents aren’t aware of the 
services the center provides–even 
though they are aware the center exists.

Since opening in 2005, the center has 
added new programs, increased college 
credit and job placement, and added 
programs for youth and adult learners.

The rebrand includes key marketing 
messages or “cornerstones” which were 
determined by hosting a series of focus 
groups with current, past, and potential 
students; educators; staff; and employers. 
These cornerstones identified the center 
as a leader in hands-on-learning, an 
institute that empowers students for their 
future, equips students to excel, and 
allows them to explore and accelerate 
their career. These are summed up in the 
CTC’s new tagline, “Future. Focused.”

“By being future-focused, our hope is for our 
students to make a personal connection to their 
learning. Learning that’s based on real-world 
projects and authentic experiences that will 
accelerate their future,” shared Principal Kyle 
Fiebig.

For examples of CTC students from throughout 
the Muskegon Area who have turned their CTC 
experience into successful careers visit our 
Student Success Stories slideshow at tinyurl.
com/ctc-success2020.

For more information on the free career-
prep programs available at the Career Tech 
Center in Muskegon visit muskegonctc.
org and click on the Classes link or contact 
Stephanie Hoekenga at 231-767-3613.

Photos, top to bottom: 
Installers place the new sign in front of the Career Tech 
Center the day before the school’s rebranding is launched 
publicly.
Students in Bio Tech & Engineering, a new program 
launched in 2019, brainstorm ideas for the design of an 
assistive device for a client.
New interior signage at the CTC, like this display featuring 
past students now employed in the field they studied at the 
center, reflects the school’s new future-focused mantra.

Career Tech Center Celebrates Fresh 
Look and Future Focus in 2020
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Reading, writing, and arithmetic. If you are of a certain age, that phrase is a 
touchstone for the school you remember. Maybe your memories of chalkboards 
and recess are as golden as the oft-repeated rule: Treat others as you would 
like others to treat you. Maybe your memories are a bit more tarnished than 
that. If you are like most people, it’s a mixture of both.

ACEs, SEL, PBIS. If you are of any age, those acronyms may mean little or 
nothing to you – unless you are in today’s classroom. If you are, you know 
exactly what those letters spell: the new landscape of the American classroom.

How did we get here? When did it all change? Who is responsible? For every 
child, the path taken to arrive at today is different. For every classroom, the 
challenge of coordinating those paths is unique and ever-changing. There isn’t 
one answer, because there isn’t one question. 

In Rocket City, as in most other schools across the country, the focus is on 
rescuing childhood. The focus is on fueling that spark of goodness that burns in 
all of us. The focus is on collaboration to identify the truth and help our kids be 
the healthy, happy people we desperately need them to be.

And collaboration, now more than ever, is how the modern classroom works: 
collaboration between teachers and administrators, collaboration between 
schools and organizations like HealthWest and DHHS, collaboration between 
kids and everyone who wants the best for them. To that end, we want to look at 
the collaborative efforts happening in Rocket City, and we want to look at them 
through the lenses of ACEs, SEL, and PBIS.

It is all connected
ACEs stands for Adverse Childhood Experiences study, and the study itself has 
been around quite some time (1997); however, the findings of that study are just 
recently gaining traction in the worlds of healthcare and education. 

Even the political landscape has been impacted by ACEs. In November of 
2019, the Michigan House of Representatives drafted a bipartisan resolution 
(House Concurrent Resolution No. 2) “to declare Adverse Childhood 
Experiences (ACEs) a critical health issue, commit the Legislature to action, 
and encourage the Governor to direct agencies to assess and report progress 
on reducing ACEs.”

The toxic stress of ACEs permeates every facet of a child’s life. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics echoes this concern with their assertion that ACEs are 
the single greatest unaddressed public health threat facing our nation today. 
The ACEs threat is real, and the statistics are startling:
• 28% were physically abused as children.
• 27% grew up with substance abuse.
• 13% grew up with domestic violence.
• 20% were sexually abused as children.

• An ACEs score of 3 means a child is twice as likely to develop heart disease.
• An ACEs score of 4 means a child is three times more likely to suffer 

depression.
• An ACEs score of 6 means a child will die 20 years sooner than they should.

Perhaps even more disturbing is a closer look at the study itself. Comprised 
of 17,000 participants, the study (conducted by Kaiser-Permanente) drew 
its subjects from in and around the San Francisco area. At the risk of using 
a sweeping generalization, those subjects tended to be more relatively 
affluent, middle-class people. What must the numbers look like for critical and 
underserved populations?

“I want to be the teacher I want my kids to have.”
That is a line that was uttered at a recent gathering of Reeths-Puffer educators 
and administrators. Between the six of them they have over 130 years in 
education. And between the six of them, ACEs is something that affects them 
daily. It also affects their students.

One student struggling with ACEs (whom we will call ST) had 68 behavior 
referrals in 2018-2019. By 2019-2020, those numbers are relatively unchanged, 
despite intervention and collaboration. Does this mean that Reeths-Puffer’s 
efforts with HealthWest are failing? The only certainty is that these numbers 
indicate a long road ahead.

Knowing the lay of the land
In that same timeframe, the following insights were brought to light through the 
efforts of everyone involved in ST’s welfare: ST’s mom struggles with addiction 

Collaborating 
For Success
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and is in and out of jail. ST’s dad also struggles with addiction. ST suffers from 
anger issues, self-esteem issues, and impulsiveness.

ST’s path is complicated, and those complications require innovation. 
Communications with dad have both increased and improved. Out of 
classroom recovery has helped ST as well as the other students, and the use 
of the calming corner is also proving beneficial. The challenges that impact 
ST didn’t happen overnight, and neither will the solutions. The landscape 
will, however, continue to benefit from collaboration. More importantly, ST will 
continue to benefit.

Fill in the blank

From pbisrewards.com:
If a child doesn’t know how to read, we teach them.
If a child doesn’t know how to swim, we teach them.
If a child doesn’t know how to be behave, we…

It seems easy enough to follow the pattern and fill in the missing information, 
but behavior has often been looked at as something that is taught outside 
of the classroom. Somehow, all kids are supposed to report to school on 
day one with behavior systems fully operational. While that has never been 
the reality of the classroom, statistics indicate that today’s students are 
increasingly in need of behavior supports.

Wander into any teacher discussion in the United States and it won’t be long 
before you hear these four letters: PBIS. They stand for Positive Behavior 
Interventions and Supports, and PBIS efforts are prevalent throughout 
Reeths-Puffer. 

Another student with challenges similar to ST is LM. Between last school 
year and this year, LM’s referrals have escalated from 30 to 69. While the 
uptick is not the desired outcome, the encouraging news is that the vast 
majority of the new referrals are classified as minor: finishing tasks on time, 
focusing on classroom instruction, non-compliance. Working with HealthWest 
to develop a focus on modeling positive behavior has become central to 
helping LM: reteaching procedures, one on one help, even changes in 
seating. LM has also received intensive therapeutic support from HealthWest 
throughout this process. 
LM is being shown the tools for reading. The same now holds true for 
learning positive behavior.

Roll up the sleeves

“The reason a lot of people do not recognize opportunity is because it 
usually goes around wearing overalls looking like hard work.”
        -- Thomas Edison

For some, navigating relationships and social situations seems to be second 
nature. For others, it can feel like a foreign language. For educators, it often 
calls to mind three letters: SEL. Those letters stand for Social-Emotional 
Learning, and they, in turn, stand for something else: Work.
From self-awareness to decision making to relationship skills, navigating life 
requires work. In school, kids can’t really learn multiplication if they suffer 
from SEL deficits, and no amount of homework will remedy that. 
Take the case of RF. The number of referrals for RF in 2018-2019 was in a 

familiar range: 60. The behaviors leading to those referrals were also familiar: 
ignoring instruction, leaving the classroom, not engaging. However, no two 
kids are alike, so a concerted and collaborative effort was made by parents, 
Reeths-Puffer, and DHHS to uncover RF’s unique needs. Those efforts 
yielded two important discoveries: RF needed glasses, and RF needed 
hearing assistance. Instead of looking solely at RF’s academic performance, 
questions were asked about the root cause of RF’s social and emotional 
well-being. Those questions found answers, and pieces to the puzzle were 
connected. This year paints a very different picture for RF. Those 60 referrals 
last year certainly outpace this year’s referrals: two. Just two referrals, and 
both are minor. 

RF’s social-emotional learning is on the rise. RF’s academic learning is on 
the rise. Reeths-Puffer’s efforts to find the best in every child are on the 
rise. Every door of opportunity requires a different key. Sometimes that key 
changes, and sometimes that door needs more than one key. One thing 
that doesn’t change is the simple truth that the only way to rescue childhood 
is through work. To the casual observer, it may sound cliché to say that 
everything matters. When it comes to kids, however, the commitment to do 
what’s best for them is a lifelong endeavor. Inside the walls of Reeths-Puffer, 
nothing else will ever matter more than kids. Our hope is that the same holds 
true inside every Rocket City home.
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