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Maximizing the Potential
of Every Rocket

Dear Students, Parents and Community Members,

At Reeths-Puffer Schools, we are excited to open the 
2018-2019 school year as we break barriers and 
overcome obstacles to 
maximize the potential of 
every Rocket.  We expect that 
you will join us in this endeavor.  I 
imagine that this “expectation” is 
no different than being invited to 
a wedding; it is full of excitement 
and wonder, but also anticipation, 

obligation, and preparation.  Here in Rocket City, we believe 
that potential is most likely realized when EVERYONE is 
invested in the learning and development of each child.  
Administrators, teachers, non-instructional staff, parents, and 
yes - students all play a critical role in the development of the 
potential that lies in every Rocket.

As a community, you should expect your administrators, 
teachers, and non-instructional staff to model hope, courage, 
perseverance, positivity, pride, and consistency.  You should 
expect us to love and support your children.  You should 
expect us to inspire students and the community to work 
tirelessly.  You should expect us to learn from our mistakes.  

Let’s talk about “mistakes” for a minute.  In some ways, our 
society has become obsessed with avoiding failure.  We 
are often encouraged to shelter kids from disappointment 

and frustration.  In my opinion, when handled appropriately, disappointment and 
frustration can be some of the greatest vehicles for self-improvement and growth.  
What if our kids never experienced disappointment or failure until they were past 
their formative years?  How can they be expected to handle something on their own 

that we never put them in a position to 
experience with our support?  School and 
competition provide us an opportunity to 
work toward a common goal, to learn from 
our experiences, to modify our approach 
and to adapt.  I am encouraged by the 
resilience and resolve of so many of our 
students. Isn’t that what our society really 
needs?  

I’m glad that you have chosen to allow 
your child to experience success and 
challenges; ups and downs; victories and 
defeats.  I’m glad that you have chosen 
Reeths-Puffer to educate your child.  Let’s 
do this together!  Here’s to a great 2018-
2019 school year!

Yours in education,
 

Steve Edwards
Superintendent of Schools
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REETHS-PUFFER SCHOOLS 
2018-2019 SCHOOL CALENDAR

September 4  First Day of School (Full D¬ay)
September 21 K-12 AM Only – Afternoon PD 
  for Staff
October 5 K-12 AM Only – Afternoon PD
  for Staff
October 19 K-12 AM Only – Afternoon PD
  for Staff
November 2 5-12 AM Only  
  5-12 Records Day PM
  End of 1st Marking Period
November 7 5-12 Conferences (School is in  
  Session) 5-12 Conferences
  5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
  9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
November 8 5-12 Conferences (School is in 
Session)
  5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
  9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
November 21 K-12 No School
November 22 & 23 K-12 No School – Thanksgiving  
  Holiday
November 30 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Records Day PM
  End of 1st Tri-Reporting
December 5 K-4 Conferences 
  (School is in Session)
  5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

December 6 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Conferences, 12:45 to 3:45 
  and 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
December 7 K-12 AM Only – Afternoon PD
  for Staff
December 21 K-12 AM Only
December 24 K-12 No School – Christmas  
  Recess Begins
January 7 School Resumes
January 18 5-12 AM Only
  5-12 Records Day PM
  End of 2nd Marking Period
January 21 K-12 AM Only - Martin Luther  
  King Jr. Day 
  - Afternoon PD for Staff
February 15 K-12 No School – 
  Mid-Winter Break
February 18 K-12 No School – 
  Mid-Winter Break
March 1 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Records Day PM
  End of 2nd Tri-Reporting
March 6 K-4 Conferences, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
  (School is in Session)
March 7 K-4 AM Only
  K-4 Conferences, 12:45 to 3:45
  and 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
March 15 K-12 AM Only – Afternoon PD
  for staff

March 22 5-12 AM Only
  5-12 Records Day PM
  End of 3rd Marking Period
March 26 5-12 Conferences
  (School is in Session)
  5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
  9-12 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
March 27 5-8 Conferences
  (School is in Session)
  5-6 – 5:00 to 8:00 p.m.
  7-8 – 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.
March 28 K-12 AM Only
March 29 K-12 No School
April 1-5 K-12 No School – 
  Spring Break
April 8 School Resumes
April 19 K-12 AM Only – Good Friday
May 24 K-12 AM Only
May 27 K-12 No School – 
  Memorial Day
June 11 K-12 AM Only
  K-12 Records Day PM
June 12 K-12 AM Only
  K-12 Records Day PM
  Last day of School for all students

Welcome Back!
Dear Parents and Students,

The staff and I welcome you to the 2018-2019 school year!  We are excited to make this year a positive experience that 
maximizes the potential in all of our learners. To that aim, we are working diligently to strengthen classroom practices, 
implement common behavior expectations (respect, pride, and integrity) across the District, and improve our curriculum to 
better meet the needs of students. This promises to be a very positive and productive school year.  

We value the role you play in your child’s education, and recognize the impact that strong partnerships between school and 
home can have on student achievement.  We believe your support and input is essential to our ongoing success.  While it will remain a priority to 
involve and inform you throughout the year, here are a few upcoming dates to make note of: 

Office Reopens         Monday, August 13  
Welcome Back Letter and Student Placement Sent Out  Thursday, August 23  
Kindergarten Parent Orientation     Tuesday, August 28  5:15 p.m. 
Open House (DK-4)      Tuesday, August 28  6:00-7:00 p.m. 
First Day of School      Tuesday, September 4 

I wish you a wonderful 2018-2019 school year and look forward to welcoming all of our students back to Central during the August 28 Open House. 

Yours in Education,

Cody Hamilton, Principal 
Central Elementary 
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___________________________________________________

ROCKET CITY NEWS
Rocket City News is published three times per year by Reeths-Puffer Schools, 991 W. Giles Road, Muskegon, MI  49445.  
Reeths-Puffer accepts advertising to defray the cost of production and distribution and appreciates the support of its adver-
tisers.  Reeths-Puffer does not specifically endorse advertisers or their products or services.  Please contact Margie Bates 
with inquiries at (231) 719-3104, or email at  batesm@reeths-puffer.org.  Visit our website at  www.reeths-puffer.org. 

NOTICE OF RIGHTS AND PRIVACY
Parents of Reeths-Puffer school children are hereby notified that the school often publishes for public view the names and/or 
pictures of Reeths-Puffer students.  The purpose varies and may involve honor rolls, attendance lists, special awards, 
athletic rosters, etc.  If, for any reason, you do not wish your child’s name or picture to be published, please contact your 
school office immediately.  This notice is in compliance with the Rights and Privacy Act, P. L. 93.380. 

HELP SUPPORT YOUR 
ROCKET CITY NEWS

To become an advertising sponsor 
in future editions of the Rocket 
City News, call Mark Williamson 
at (231) 766-3038 or email 
mark@orshalrdproductions.com.

Central Elementary was well-represented during the 2018 WMGLSI (West 

Michigan Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative) Youth Symposium at MCC on 

May 30.  Many Developmental Kindergarten and Second Grade students 

highlighted their green efforts and initiatives.  This included a massive cleanup 

and renovation of the courtyard area, transforming it into a functional learning 

space, and a school-wide effort to recycle milk cartons.  Students did a 

wonderful job presenting, and the student-led nature of this programming has 

increased environmental education and awareness across the entire student 

body.  Central staff will look to build upon this success and take these green 

initiatives to the next level throughout the 2018-2019 school year.

2018 WMGLSI 
Youth Symposium

This year, the students at Central Elementary took on the 

paper cupcake challenge for Relay For Life.  The challenge 

was to raise enough money to earn a Disco Dancing Party 

with our Principal Cody Hamilton.  The students raised a 

whopping $846.00 and had a great time dancing!  Thank 

you Mr. Hamilton for dancing it up with the students.

Central’s Relay For Life 
Cupcake Challenge!
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Welcome back, 

RPTLE families!

Staff and I look forward to seeing everyone 
at the beginning of the year orientation on 
Wednesday, August 29.  We’ve combined 
our kindergarten parent-only orientation with 

our all-school orientation, for your convenience.  Thanks to our 
Lighthouse Learning team for being available for our incoming 
kindergarten class, while parents have the opportunity to spend 
time with their teacher for an informational meeting.  Kindergarten 
families, please plan on arriving at school for orientation at 
5:30 p.m. to gather important information about your child’s 
kindergarten learning experience.  All other families, plan on 
meeting in our gym at 6:30 p.m. for a quick update on key 
information and to meet the entire R-P TLE teaching team.  Then, 
everyone will head to their new classrooms to chat with their 
teacher, catch up with friends and check out their new learning 
space.

We are a team and are looking forward to working together to 
develop a love of learning and desire for success in our kids.  
Together, we put the “ROCK” in Rockets!

Schedule for Wednesday, August 29, 2018:

Kindergarten Parent-Only Orientation ~ 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in your 
child’s classroom.  
Children will be supervised in Lighthouse Learning Center

All-School Informational Meeting ~ 6:30 - 6:50 p.m. in our 
gymnasium

6:50 - 7:20 p.m. ~ Meet your child’s teacher

7:20 p.m. ~ Popsicles on the playground

Sincerely,

Mrs. Dawn Schmitt 
R-P Twin Lake Elementary Principal
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On May 24, Twin Lake Elementary third graders had their annual Resources Adventure Day at 

Twin Lake County Park.  This day of learning was supported by the Muskegon River Watershed 

Assembly.  Third graders rotated through several stations, learning more about natural resources.  

They learned how natural resources are misused and conserved at Enviroscape. They also studied 

the Muskegon River from its head to its mouth and the various changes the river goes through. The 

third graders were able to travel as the monarch butterfly does from Mexico to Canada.  In addition, 

they discovered what a macroinvertebrate is and found many examples in the lake.  They even 

watched a dragonfly hatch and take flight.  Many of the students said Oh Salmon! was their favorite 

activity of the day.  Students learned 

what a salmon needs to survive 

by finding food, shelter, and space.  

Watch out for the bear!  The third 

graders had a great day of learning!  

Thank you to the Muskegon River 

Watershed Assembly volunteers 

for giving their time to help students 

learn all about natural resources.

Twin Lake Elementary

Annual Resources Adventure Day

Two photos above: Twin Lake 3rd graders playing Oh Salmon! Far right, top: Twin Lake Elementary 3rd graders learning 
about Natural Resources at Enviroscape. Center and far right, bottom: Twin Lake Elementary 3rd graders discovering 
macroinvertebrates.
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Another Year of Reading Success!
Michigan Education Corps, Title 1 interventionists and their Twin Lake Elementary 
students, celebrated their end of the year reading success by visiting with 
Muskegon native children’s author and illustrator, Laurie Keller. Laurie is an award 
winning and internationally recognized author and illustrator of books such as Do 
Unto Otters, We Are Growing, and Arnie the Doughnut. 

Students listened to 
the book Arnie the 
Doughnut.  Arnie 
was made in a 
doughnut factory 
then bought by Mr. 
Bing.  When Mr. 
Bing goes to eat 
Arnie chaos ensues. 
Laurie’s book is 
a favorite among 
her young readers 
and enjoyed by 
thousands around 
the world.

Afterward, the 
students met their 
surprise guest.  
Laurie explained 

how she gets her ideas for stories and characters and the importance of writing 
and editing.  After a question and answer session, Laurie led the group in how to 
draw Arnie and all his emotions just by changing and adding a few simple lines and 
squiggles. 

At the end of the visit, the students were treated to chocolate doughnuts with 
rainbow sprinkles just like Arnie!  But Laurie did caution the students to make sure 
and ask doughnuts if they can eat them before taking a bite.

MEC Interventionists Mrs. Dakota Summers-Durga
and Ms. Vanessa Salazar

Laurie Keller discussing her book, Arnie the Doughnut.
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When Twin Lake students return, they will find two 
new drinking fountains in the school.  These new 
fountains provide filtered water and also serve as 
bottle filling stations.  The image above is similar to 
the fountains installed.  

The fountains were purchased with proceeds from 
the Golf Scramble Fundraisers held in 2014 and 
2015.   Thanks to everyone who participated and 
made this happen, with special thanks to Mark 
Disselkoen and Chase-Hammond Golf Club! 

Filtered water 

fountains installed at 

Twin Lake Elementary

When fourth graders at Twin Lake Elementary left the building for the last time in June, they left a little 
bit of themselves behind and it was not just happy memories!  Sponsored by parents of exiting students, 
the art department, and the office administration, each student’s artwork is featured on a newly erected 

Legacy Wall. Large magnets printed by the Art to Remember Company, featuring each graduating fourth 
graders artwork, will be featured prominently on the wall.  It is TLE’s intention to add magnets every 

year from exiting fourth graders that can be enjoyed and admired for years to come.  Audrianna, Aaron, 
Lorelei, Bhraedain, Aiden and Alex are pictured with their magnets.

the LEGACY WALL
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Welcome Back Students 

and Families,

I hope you’ve enjoyed an amazing summer in 
West Michigan!  I’m looking forward to another 
exciting year of learning at Reeths-Puffer 
Elementary School.  Once again, the year is 
full of opportunities for all of us to continue to 

learn and grow together.  I encourage everyone to be involved in their 
child’s education and look for opportunities to engage with our school.  
We want you involved!

As we start the transition from summer fun and relaxation to the 
fast paced scheduled days of school, please savor the rest of your 
summer and make the best of the remaining days.  Students, please 
continue with your Summer Reading and Math Challenge, avoid 
the summer slide!

Reeths-Puffer Elementary School will kick off an exciting new initiative 
this fall - take home book bags for all students!  Our “Rocket Reader” 
take home book program will continue to support literacy efforts at 
RPEL.  It’s my great pleasure to be involved with a dedicated school 
community and staff that continuously looks for learning opportunities 
for RPEL students.  We are better when working together!  Thank 
you for sharing your children with us – it’s going to be another great 
school year.

Our building and grounds look great and are ready for students.  The 
school office will open on Thursday, August 16.  Student placement 
letters and Orientation information will be mailed out the week of 
August 20.

Student Orientation Nights:

Kindergarten:
Monday, August 27 – Kindergarten Parents Only Orientation from 
6:00-7:00 p.m. Report to your child’s classroom.
Tuesday, August 28 – Kindergarten Parents and students from 6:00-
7:00 p.m. 

First and Second Grades:
Tuesday, August 28 – from 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Third and Fourth Grades:
Monday, August 27 – from 6:00-7:00 p.m. 

School Pictures are on the same nights as your child’s Orientation in 
the multi-purpose room.  Order forms will be in the welcome back letter 
that will be mailed to individual homes in August.

Feel free to call me in my office at 744-4777 if you have questions 
or concerns.  The staff and I look forward to seeing all of you this fall 
and we are excited about another great school year at Reeths-Puffer 
Elementary School.

Paul Klimsza

 

Principal, Reeths-Puffer Elementary School

Annual Notice
of Personal 

Curriculums
This posting serves notice to all high school parents 

of the school’s obligation to develop a personal 
curriculum at a parent or guardian’s request.  For more 
information, contact the high school counseling office 

at 744-1647 ext. 3202.



      August 2018  n   www.reeths-puffer.org   n   Your Reeths-Puffer Schools Newsletter   n   9 

This year, Ms. Radecki’s students engaged in the Mind Up Curriculum with Ms. Foster.  This curriculum explores the 
science of the brain and how students can make the best use of their brain.  Students learned about the prefrontal 
cortex, amygdala, and hippocampus.  They even learned about the reticular activating system and how we can use 
our brain to filter out unnecessary sounds, smells, touches, sights, and tastes.  Yes, these concepts are taught to first 
graders!  Students learned and discussed different strategies for their brain not to trick them!  One easy way is to play 
a fun game called “Would you rather.”  Another tool used that always helps get the messages to the PFC is taking a 
breath.  Students learned lots of new breaths - like dragon breath, tire breath, and many more.  Ms. Radecki posted the 
information on her classroom Dojo page, so when students got home, they could talk to their families about what they 
learned!

One of the highlights was learning about brain cells.  Students learned that everyone has dendrites that grow as they 
learn new concepts.  They also grow stronger and bigger when you practice what you know, and this includes how 
you act too!  When you change the way you behave, and practice doing it that way, you get better at it as you grow 
dendrites!  Students made neurons with pipe cleaners and beads.  At every assessment, Ms. Radecki gave students a 
shiny silver dendrite (pipe cleaner) to add to their growing neuron every time they improved... and guess what?  At the 
last assessment, EVERYONE made growth!  

The last lessons of Mind Up Curriculum taught about gratitude and kindness.  Students learned about childhood hunger 
in Muskegon.  They learned the Kids’ Food Basket is working to help kids who are hungry.  The students decorated bags 
for sending sack meals home.  They also worked together to gather the materials for making trail mix to put in the sack 
suppers.  Students had guidelines to follow and R-P’s Food Service Department helped make sure rules were followed, 
such as students wore hair nets and gloves.  Over 100 bags of trail mix were put together and in total, twenty pounds of 
food was donated. 

Mind Up Curriculum

Rocket Reader Program 
RPEL staff is excited to kick off a Rocket Reader At-Home Reading Program this fall. This 
program will provide students with a collection of books to bring home and enjoy with their 
families.  The Rocket Reader program is for all K-4 students at RPEL.  Staff has been working 
hard at fundraising and choosing books for the program. Each student will receive a bag to 
transport their books back and forth and will be able to shop for books within a broad grade 
level collection. 

“The research base on student selected reading is robust and conclusive.  Students read more, 
understand more and are more likely to continue reading when they have the opportunity to 
choose what they read.” (Allington, Gabriel 2012)  When students return their book, they will be 
able to take another one home.  Watch for more information to come! 
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Community Environment Day
On May 22, Reeths-Puffer 
Elementary held its annual 
Community Environment 
Day. On this day, the 
entire school worked on 
Earth Force projects, a 
tradition for the past eight 
years. This year’s experts 
included Merry Kim from 
Mott Community College, 
who helped students plant 
the community garden and 
taught about planting from 
seeds and/or plants.  Doug 
Craddock from Waste 
Management was in to talk 
about recycling.  Ric Pedler 
was in our bird sanctuary presenting 
about birds.  Joel Darling had a butterfly 
learning station, Clarence Rudat from 
MSU was the bee expert and WMEAC 
taught students about water quality 
and composting. By the end of the day, 
the community garden was planted 
and 640 students and staff contributed 
in the service of learning.  Also, the 
projects that had taken place over the 
past eight years were all updated! 

To further enhance gardening efforts 
over the summer, an Adopt-a-Row 
program was implemented.  Parents 
and students were invited to adopt 
a row or two in the garden to weed, 

harvest and offer general maintenance 
throughout the summer and fall.  On 
June 6, families gathered with Mrs. 
Prysock, Mrs. Sheffer, Mrs. Boes and 
Mrs. Boes’ grandparents (community 
partners) to receive general 
instructions and set a schedule for the 
summer.  What a great way to keep 
families and teachers engaged in a 
life-long learning event all summer!  If 
you are ever at RPEL on Mondays 
from 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. or Thursday 
evenings from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m., stop 
by and see what’s happening.  You 
could even pull a weed or two while 
you are there.
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BUTTERFLY 
ADOPTION

When fourth graders in Ms. Pflaum’s and Mrs. VanDusen’s Reeths-
Puffer Elementary classrooms heard that Michigan did not have a state 
butterfly, they jumped right in! These forward-thinking students started a 
multi-faceted project to start the adoption process!  With the help of Lori 
Eslick, a children’s illustrator, students learned about the Karner Blue 
Butterfly and why it should be protected.  On May 17, students walked 
over to Riverside Park, cleared an area for planting, and planted over 
50 Blue Lupine plants in a specified area near Giles Road.  The Karner 
Blue Butterfly depends on this plant for their life cycle.  Additionally, select 
fourth graders presented their project at the Youth Symposium at MCC.  
What a great way for our students to get involved in their community! 

PEACE
at RPEL

Reeths-Puffer Elementary has a Peer Mediation 
Committee to promote peace among students.  
This committee is part of the Student Leadership 
Team featured in the last edition of the Rocket City 
News.  Members of the Peer Mediation Committee 
are:  Julia Beeckman, Jayla Brink, Ava Dietz, 
Michelle Epplett, Macy Rudholm, Adysen Stark, 
Ella Thompson, Maddie Myers, and Ms. Foster.  The 
committee meets once a week during last recess.  

Everyone is excited to share, that this year, we are 
able to provide FOUR Peace Paths in RPEL!  Three 
are mobile and for use in classrooms!  The Peace 
Path is a tool for conflict resolution.  Each step you 
take, has a prompt or sentence starter.  By the time 
you reach the end of the path, the conflict will be 
resolved peacefully.  

Towards the end of the 2017-18 school year, the 
team really wanted to contribute something new, 
and decided to ask for support from the PTO.  Ava 
Dietz attended and presented the proposal to 
the PTO on behalf of the committee.  The PTO 
unanimously supported the financial request for the 
fourth Peace Path - outdoors!  

To achieve the outdoor Peace Path, Mr. Olson at 
RPHS in the art department was contacted.  He 
reached out to the art students, and Kennedy 
Segelstrom coordinated a team from the high 
school to help make this project happen!  On a half 

day in May, the teams came together to paint the 
Peace Path outside (and had a pizza party)!  This 
offers another option in taking a stroll on the path as 
the prompts are different than the mobile paths.  

The Peer Mediation Committee made a video for 
the school to show how to use the Peace Paths.  
The Peace Paths, both indoor and outdoor, were 
in full use by the end of May!  Everyone hopes this 
helps promote peace among the students at RPEL!
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Reeths-Puffer has wrapped up another exciting year of Early Literacy Workshops for families of 
Developmental Kindergarten and Kindergarten children throughout Rocket City.  These lively and 
fun family events provided instruction in six critical areas of early literacy skills through games 
and activities developed by early literacy experts, Nell Duke, Kathryn Roberts, and Gail Jordan.  
Hosted at Reeths-Puffer Elementary, families were welcomed by Mr. Klimsza, Mr. Hamilton 
and Mrs. Schmitt, with an evening meal, followed 
by video instruction to parents (as the children 
were provided play-time in a separate area).  The 
workshop portion of the evening included children 
and families creating and playing games together 
that they could take with them and re-create at 
home.  On hand to provide support and join in 
with the families, were Kindergarten Teachers, 
Title I Reading Specialists, Americorps Reading 
Interventionists, Elementary Principals, the Director 
of Teaching and Learning, and members of the 
Michigan Reading Association.  Starting at 5:00 and 
ending around 7:30, families were able to closely 
interact with each other, and have conversations 
with literacy experts in a fun and family-focused way. 

Workshops will continue in the fall, for all Reeths-Puffer families with children 
in Developmental Kindergarten or Kindergarten, meeting the last two Tuesdays in 
September, and the first two Tuesdays in October.  Read to and with your child every day, and talk 
with them as you’re going about your daily activities - two easy ways to make literacy a fun part of 
every day.

The Kindergarteners’ from Reeths-Puffer Elementary had 
a farm experience right in the own backyard. The Critter 
Barn from Zeeland brought their “Farm on the Go” to 
RPEL on a sunny day the first week of June.  Miss Mary 
Rottschafer, the farm director, taught the group about 
life cycles and agriculture.  The children rotated through 
farm stations that 
gave them hands-
on experiences with 
ducklings, chickens, 
goats, sheep, and 
rabbits.  Have you 
ever milked a goat? 
RPEL Kindergarten 
students have.  What 
a great day on the 
farm!  Thank you to the 
RPEL PTO for helping 
to make this fabulous 
experience possible.

Critter Barn
at RPEL

Early Literacy
WORKSHOPS
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Tennis –Varsity Boys
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday Aug. 18  Whitehall Invitational  Whitehall HS  TBA

Monday Aug. 20  Zeeland W Tri  Zeeland West TBA

 W/Comstock Park    

Thursday Aug. 23  North Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  12:00PM

Friday Aug. 24  Caledonia High School Caledonia High School TBA

 (Caledonia Invitational)  

Wednesday Aug. 29  Whitehall  Whitehall HS  4:00PM

Saturday Sep. 08  West Ottawa Quad  West Ottawa Quad  9:00AM

Wednesday Sep. 12  Fruitport HS  Fruitport HS  4:30PM

Wednesday Sep. 19  Grand Rapids Union  Union HS  4:30PM

Monday Sep. 24  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:30PM

Wednesday Sep. 26  Kenowa Hills  Kenowa Hills HS  4:30PM

Saturday Sep. 29  GMAA Tournament  Reeths-Puffer HS  TBA

Monday Oct. 01  Jenison  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:30PM

Saturday Oct. 06  Conference Tournament Kenowa Hills HS  TBA

Thursday Oct. 11  Regionals  Regionals  TBA

Friday Oct. 19 -20 MHSAA Finals  MHSAA Finals 10/19 - 10/20  TBA

Tennis –JV Boys
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday Aug. 29  Whitehall  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:00PM

Wednesday Sep. 12  Fruitport HS  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:00PM

Wednesday Sep. 19  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:00PM

Monday Sep. 24  Mona Shores  Mona Shores  4:00PM

Wednesday Sep. 26  Kenowa Hills  Reeths-Puffer High School  4:00PM

Monday Oct. 01  Jenison  Jenison  4:00PM

Volleyball - Varsity Girls
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday Aug. 18  Rocket Invitational  Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Tuesday Aug. 21  East Kentwood Invit.  East Kentwood  4:00PM

Thursday Aug. 23  North Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  12:00PM

Wednesday Aug. 29  Double Dual  Reeths-Puffer HS 5:00PM

 (Muskegon and Jenison)  

Tuesday Sep. 11  Grand Rapids Union  Union HS  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 13  Fruitport HS  Fruitport HS  6:30PM

Saturday Sep. 15  Caledonia Invitational  Caledonia High School  8:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 18  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Saturday Sep. 22  West Ottawa Invit. West Ottawa High School  8:30PM

Saturday Sep. 29  Warsaw Invitational  Warsaw Invitational  TBA

Tuesday Oct. 02  Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Saturday Oct. 06  Mona Shores Invit.  Mona Shores High School  9:00AM

Tuesday Oct. 09  Kenowa Hills  Kenowa Hills HS  6:30PM

Saturday Oct. 13  GMAA Tournament  Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Tuesday Oct. 16  Jenison  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Saturday Oct. 20  Conference  Mona Shores High School 9:00AM

 Tri W/Shores and Union)  

Tuesday Oct. 23  North Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 25  Double Dual  Fruitport HS 5:00PM

 (Fruitport and Kenowa Hills) 

Saturday Oct. 27  Montague Quad  Montague High School  9:00AM

Monday Oct. 29  Districts  Reeths-Puffer HS  TBA

Wednesday Oct. 31  Districts  Districts  TBA

Thursday Nov. 01  District Final  District Final  TBA

Tuesday Nov. 6 & 8  Regionals  Regionals 11/06 & 11/08  TBA

Tuesday Nov. 13  MHSAA Quarter-Finals  MHSAA Quarter-Finals  TBA

Thursday Nov. 15-16  MHSAA Semi-Finals  MHSAA Semi-Finals TBA

Saturday  Nov. 17  MHSAA Final  MHSAA Final  TBA

Volleyball – JV Girls
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Friday  Aug. 17  Whitehall Invitational  Whitehall HS  TBA

Thursday Aug. 23  Ravenna & N Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  12:00PM

Thursday Aug. 30  East Kentwood Invit. East Kentwood HS  4:00PM

Saturday Sep. 08  Rocket Invitational  Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Tuesday Sep. 11  Grand Rapids Union  Union HS  5:00PM

Thursday Sep. 13  Fruitport HS  Fruitport HS  5:30PM

Saturday Sep. 15  Spring Lake Invitational  Spring Lake HS  8:30PM

Tuesday Sep. 18  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:30PM

Saturday Sep. 22  Mona Shores Invit.  Mona Shores High School  8:30AM

Tuesday Sep. 25  Grand Haven Quad  Grand Haven High School  5:00PM

Thursday Sep. 27  Quad W/WMC & Grant  Mona Shores High School  5:30PM

Saturday Sep. 29  Warsaw Invitational  Warsaw Invitational  TBA

Tuesday Oct. 02  Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:30PM

Tuesday Oct. 09  Kenowa Hills  Kenowa Hills HS  5:30PM

Tuesday Oct. 16  Jenison  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:30PM

Saturday Oct. 20  Conference Tri  Union HS 9:00AM

 W/ Shores and Union  

Tuesday Oct. 23  North Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:30PM

Thursday Oct. 25  Double Dual  Mona Shores High School 5:00PM

  (Fruitport and Kenowa Hills)

REETHS-PUFFER SCHOOLS
2018-2019 FALL SPORTS SCHEDULE
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Volleyball – Freshman Girls
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday  Aug. 25  Rocket Invitational  Reeths-Puffer HS  9:00AM

Thursday  Aug. 30  East Kentwood Invit.  East Kentwood HS  4:00PM

Tuesday  Sep. 11  Grand Rapids Union  Grand Rapids Union  5:30PM

Thursday  Sep. 13  Fruitport HS  Fruitport HS  5:30PM

Tuesday Sep. 18  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:30PM

Tuesday Sep. 25  Reeths-Puffer Quad  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:00PM

Saturday Sep. 29  Fruitport Invitational  Fruitport HS  9:00AM

Tuesday Oct. 02  Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:30PM

Thursday Oct. 04  Double Dual  Reeths-Puffer High School  5:00PM

Tuesday Oct. 09  Kenowa Hills  Kenowa Hills  5:30PM

Tuesday Oct. 16  Jenison  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:30PM

Saturday Oct. 20  Conference  Union HS 9:00AM

 Tri W/ Shores and Union 

Thursday Oct. 25  Double Dual  Shores Mona Shores HS 5:00PM

 (Fruitport and Kenowa Hills)

Soccer – Varsity Boys
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday Aug. 18  Lakeshore Invitational  Fruitport HS  TBA

Tuesday Aug. 21  Western MI Christian HS  WMC High School 6:45PM

Thursday Aug. 23  Grand Haven  Reeths-Puffer HS  3:30PM

Thursday Aug. 30  North Muskegon  North Muskegon High School  4:30PM

Thursday Sep. 06  Grand Rapids Union  Union HS  5:30PM

Saturday Sep. 08  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  2:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 11  Fruitport HS  Fruitport HS  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 13  Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Saturday Sep. 15  Spring Lake  Reeths-Puffer HS  1:45PM

Tuesday Sep. 18  Kenowa Hills  Kenowa Hills HS  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 20  Jenison  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Tuesday Sep. 25  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 27  Mona Shores  Mona Shores High School  6:30PM

Tuesday Oct. 02  Fruitport HS  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 04  Muskegon  Nelson  5:30PM

Saturday Oct. 06  Northview  Reeths-Puffer HS  1:45PM

Tuesday Oct. 09  Kenowa Hills  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 11  Jenison  Jenison HS  6:30PM

Monday Oct. 15  Districts  Districts  TBA

Tuesday Oct. 16  Districts  Districts  TBA

Thursday Oct. 18  Districts  Districts  TBA

Saturday Oct. 20  District Final  District Final  TBA

Tuesday Oct. 23  Regionals  Regionals 10/23 - 10/27  TBA

Wednesday Oct. 31  MHSAA Semi-Finals  MHSAA Semi-Finals  TBA

Saturday Nov. 03  MHSAA Final  MHSAA Final  TBA

Soccer –JV Boys
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Saturday Aug. 18  Lakeshore Invitational  Ludington HS  TBA

Tuesday Aug. 21  Western MI Christian HS WMC High School 5:00PM

Thursday Aug. 23  Grand Haven  Reeths-Puffer HS  2:00PM

Thursday Sep. 06  Grand Rapids Union  Union HS  4:00PM

Saturday Sep. 08  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  12:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 11  Fruitport HS  Fruitport HS  5:00PM

Thursday Sep. 13  Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:00PM

Saturday Sep. 15  Spring Lake  Reeths-Puffer HS  12:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 18  Kenowa Hills  Kenowa Hills HS  5:00PM

Thursday Sep. 20  Jenison  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:00PM

Tuesday Sep. 25  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:00PM

Thursday Sep. 27  Mona Shores  Mona Shores High School  5:00PM

Tuesday Oct. 02  Fruitport HS  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:00PM

Thursday Oct. 04  Muskegon  Nelson  4:00PM

Saturday Oct. 06  Northview  Reeths-Puffer HS  12:00PM

Tuesday Oct. 09  Kenowa Hills  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:00PM

Thursday Oct. 11  Jenison  Jenison HS  5:00PM

Golf – Varsity Girls
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Thursday Aug. 16  TC Central Lober Classic Grand Traverse Resort  TBA

Friday Aug. 17  TC Central Lober Classic Grand Traverse Resort  TBA

Monday Aug. 20  Forest Hills Central Invit. The Meadows  8:30PM

Wednesday Aug. 22  Conference Jamboree  Lincoln Golf Course  4:00PM

 @ Reeths-Puffer

Thursday Aug. 23  Mona Shores Invit. Stonegate Golf Club  9:00AM

Wednesday Aug. 29  Conference Jamboree The Meadows 4:00PM

 @ Jenison 

Wednesday Sep. 05  Conference Jamboree  Gracewil Golf Course 4:00PM

 @ Kenowa Hills  

Wednesday Sep. 12  Conference Jamboree  The Mines Golf Course 4:00PM

 @ Union   

Monday Sep. 17  North Muskegon Quad  Lincoln Golf Course  1:00PM

Wednesday Sep. 19  Conference Jamboree Oak Ridge Golf Course 4:00PM

 @ Fruitport  

Friday Sep. 21  Greenville Invitational  The Links at Bowen Lake  9:00AM

Wednesday Sep. 26  GMAA Tournament  Stonegate Golf Club  9:00AM

Thursday Sep. 27  Conference Jamboree  Muskegon Country Club 4:00PM

 @ Mona Shores  

Monday Oct. 01  Conference Finals  Macatawa Legends Golf Club 9:00AM

Thursday Oct. 04  Reeths-Puffer Invit. Lincoln Golf Course  9:00AM

Monday Oct. 08  Ernie Popiel Invite  Egypt Valley Country Club  9:00AM

Wednesday Oct. 10  Regionals 10/10-10/13  Lincoln Golf Course  TBA

Friday Oct. 19  MHSAA Finals 10/19-10/20  TBA

Football - Varsity
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Thursday  Aug. 23  Grand Haven  Reeths-Puffer HS  7:00PM

Thursday Aug. 30  Orchard View  Orchard View High School  7:00PM

Friday Sep. 07  Mona Shores  Reeths-Puffer HS  7:00PM

2017-2018 FALL SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)
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Friday Sep. 14  Jenison  Reeths-Puffer HS  7:00PM

Friday Sep. 21  Grand Rapids Union  Reeths-Puffer HS  7:00PM

 (Homecoming) 

Friday Sep. 28  Greenville HS  Greenville HS  7:00PM

Friday Oct. 05  Fruitport HS  Fruitport HS  7:00PM

Friday Oct. 12  Kenowa Hills  Kenowa Hills HS  7:00PM

Friday Oct. 19  Muskegon  Muskegon High School  7:00PM

Friday Oct. 26  Playoffs 10/26 - 10/27  Playoffs 10/26 - 10/27  TBA

Friday Nov. 02  Districts 11/02 - 11/03  Districts 11/02 - 11/03  TBA

Friday Nov. 09  Regionals 11/9 - 11/10  Regionals 11/9 - 11/10  TBA

Saturday Nov. 17  MHSAA Semi-Finals  MHSAA Semi-Finals  TBA

Friday Nov. 23  MHSAA Finals  MHSAA Finals 11/23 - 11/24  TBA

Football - JV
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday Aug. 22  Grand Haven  Grand Haven High School  6:30PM

Wednesday Aug. 29  Orchard View  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 06  Mona Shores  Mona Shores High School  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 13  Jenison  Jenison HS  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 20  Grand Rapids Union  Union HS  6:30PM

Thursday Sep. 27  Greenville HS  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 04  Fruitport HS  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 11  Kenowa Hills  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Thursday Oct. 18  Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  6:30PM

Football - Freshman
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Wednesday Aug. 22  Grand Haven  Grand Haven High School  4:30PM

Wednesday Aug. 29  Whitehall  Reeths-Puffer HS  4:30PM

Thursday Sep. 06  Mona Shores  Mona Shores High School  4:30PM

Thursday Sep. 13  Jenison  Jenison HS  4:30PM

Thursday Sep. 20  Grand Rapids Union  Union HS  4:30PM

Thursday Sep. 27  Greenville HS  Reeths-Puffer HS  4:30PM

Thursday Oct. 04  Fruitport HS  Reeths-Puffer HS  4:30PM

Thursday Oct. 11  Kenowa Hills  Reeths-Puffer HS  4:30PM

Thursday Oct. 18  Muskegon  Reeths-Puffer HS  4:30PM

Cross Country – Varsity Girls
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Monday Aug. 20  Orchard View Invit. University Park Golf Course  5:45PM

Tuesday Aug. 28  Big Red Invit.  Big Red Invitational  TBA

Saturday Sep. 08  Hill and Bale Invitational  Hill and Bale Invitational  TBA

Friday Sep. 14  Michigan State Invit.  Forest Akers 4:00PM

  E & W Golf Courses 

Wednesday Sep. 19  OK Black Div. Jamboree  Reeths-Puffer HS  5:30PM

Saturday Sep. 22  Cougar Falcon Invit.  Gainey Athletic Complex  TBA

Saturday Sep. 29  Allendale Invitational  Allendale HS  TBA

Wednesday Oct. 03  OK Black Div. Jamboree  Gracewil Golf Course  5:30PM

Friday Oct. 12  GMAA Meet  University Park Golf Course  TBA

Wednesday Oct. 17  OK Black Div. Champ. Oak Ridge Golf Course  5:30PM

Saturday Oct. 27  Allendale Regionals  Allendale  TBA

Saturday Nov. 03  MHSAA Final  MHSAA Final  TBA

Cross Country – Varsity Boys
DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE  TIME
Monday Aug. 20  Orchard View Invit.  University Park Golf Course  5:00PM

Saturday Aug. 25  Big Red Invitational  McGraft Park  TBA

Saturday Sep. 08  Hill and Bale Invitational Hill and Bale Invitational  TBA

Friday Sep. 14  Michigan State Invit.  Forest Akers 3:20PM

  E & W Golf Courses 

Wednesday Sep. 19  OK Black Div. Jamboree  Reeths-Puffer HS  4:30PM

Saturday Sep. 22  Cougar-Falcon Invit. Eagle’s Nest TBA

Saturday Sep. 29  Allendale Invitational  Allendale Invitational  TBA

Wednesday Oct. 03  OK Black Div. Jam.  Gracewil Golf Course  4:30PM

Friday Oct. 12  GMAA Meet  University Park Golf Course  TBA

Wednesday Oct. 17  OK Black Div. Jam.  Oak Ridge Golf Course  4:30PM

Saturday Oct. 27  Allendale Regionals  Allendale  TBA

Saturday Nov. 03  MHSAA Final  MHSAA Final  TBA

                      *All schedules subject to change.

2017-2018 FALL SPORTS 
SCHEDULE

(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)

We are excited for our Middle School athletics season to begin.  
If your student is interested in joining other student-athletes 
in competing for Reeths-Puffer this fall, be sure you have an 
updated physical.  All physicals must be on or after April 15, 
2018.  The physical will be good for the entire school year.  You 
can find all game schedules and coach’s emails on our Middle 
Schools web page, under Athletics.  Schedules are tentative 
and may be adjusted.  Specific information for fall athletics is 
below.

Sideline Cheer:  This group has been practicing all summer 
and will cheer for home middle school games, as well as JV 
games at the high school.  Please follow “Reeths-Puffer Middle 
School Cheer” on facebook for information.

Football:  First official day of practice is August 15. 

Volleyball:  Tryouts will begin on August 20.  Please follow 
“rp volleyball program” on facebook for information

Cross Country:  Practice officially begins the first day of 
school, but visit the following http://rpmscc.blogspot.com/ for 
training opportunities this summer.

Middle School Sports
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Dear Parents and 
Guardians,
In past school years, many parents/
guardians logged into PowerSchool to 
view student grades utilizing their student’s 
account, but had not set up a personal 
account for themselves.  Due to changes 
to our student registration process and 
updating of personal contact information, 
every parent must take a few minutes to set 
up a separate parent account. 

The parent account is required to 
update information and allows parents 
to approve any forms for their students.  
This process will replace any previous 
registration site and will now allow parents 
to update all contact information for the 

start of the school year - in one location.   

For Parents Who Have NOT YET set up a PowerSchool Parent Account:
By setting up and using your parent PowerSchool account, you will be able to link 
multiple students, view online report cards, update the School Messenger account, 
set up email notifications for attendance and grades, and update information for 
the start of the school year.  

Parents, if you have not yet set up a parent account, you need to call the building 
office where your child will be attending or call 231-744-1647 x 8324 and staff 
will provide you with the personal account information for your account set up 
process.  

Once you have your specific account information please follow the steps below to 
set up your parent account. 

1. Open the Internet browser on your computer.
2. Type https://ps-rp.muskegonisd.org/public into the address bar.
3. The parent portal login page appears.  Before logging in you will need to create 

an account.  Click on “Create Account.” 
4. Fill in the requested information.  Keep in mind the desired user name and 

password is what you will use to log on to the parent portal after this account is 
created. 

5. Type in your student’s first name along with the access code you received in the 
letter sent home in June or from the information provided when you called your 
school office or the support number at 231-744-1647 x 8324.  

6. Verify the information is correct and then press “Enter.”  Your account is now 
created.

7. Return to the parent portal login page and enter your newly created username 
and password to log on. 

It is advisable that you keep your username and password secure and not share it 
with anyone else.  Thank you for your support in helping create a more streamlined 
process for updating of information and providing information to you from the school.

3rd Grade Reading Law:  A Parent 
Guide to Public Act 306
1. What Is The Law All About?
In an effort to boost reading achievement, Michigan lawmakers passed Public Act 306 in 
October 2016.

To help more students be proficient by the end of third 
grade, the law requires extra support for K-3 students who 
are not reading at grade level.

The law also states that a child may be retained in third 
grade if they are one or more grade levels behind in 
reading at the end of third grade.

2. What Do I Need To Know- As a Parent?
Your child’s reading progress will be closely monitored 
beginning in kindergarten and will continue throughout 
their education, but specifically will be focused on during their K-3 years.

If your child is not reading where expected, a plan to improve reading will be created.  This 
means your child’s teacher and school will work with your child to find where your child 

needs support in his/her reading development and create a 
plan to support him or her. This plan includes:

• Extra instruction or support in areas of need
• Ongoing checks on reading progress
• At-Home Reading Plan that encourages you and your child 
to read and write outside of the school day
• Your child may be encouraged to participate in summer 
reading programs

The extra supports in your 
child’s reading improvement 

plan will occur in small groups during the school day. Your 
child will not miss regular reading instruction.
Starting in the 2019-2020 school year, in order to 
be promoted from 3rd to 4th grade, your child must 
score less than one year behind on the state reading 
assessment. If you are notified your child may be 
retained, you have the right to meet with school officials and to request, within 30 days, 
an exemption if in the best interest of your child.  The district superintendent will make the 
final decision.

3. What Can I Do To Support My Child?
Read at home with your child daily with books they enjoy   evenings and throughout the 
summer months.  Some ways to do this:

• Read out loud to your child. Listen to your child read.
• Echo read (You read a line, then they repeat).
• Read together at the same time.  Reread or retell favorite stories. 
• Talk to your child about the reading.
• Talk about your favorite parts, what you’ve learned, or who is in the book and what they 
do.

• Talk about the pictures in the book and how they connect to the words on the page.
• Help connect the stories to your child’s life or other books you’ve read.
• Talk to and with your kids a lot.  Knowing more words helps kids to understand the words 
they read better.

• Encourage writing.  Let children write the sounds they hear.  Spelling is developmental 
and a work in progress.

• Be involved in your child’s education and support the reading plan if your child has one.

Committed to Preparing Students 
with 21st Century Skills
We live in a complex and ever changing world.  As educators, we continuously strive to 
provide instructional lessons and learning opportunities that will develop the work skills 
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Director of Teaching 

and Learning
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and learning habits our students need to succeed in jobs for today, as well as in the future.  
We also strive to integrate community practices into content lessons and encourage 
students to get involved in broader school and community activities.  To be successful 
in the 21st Century world, our goal is to help students understand the importance of 
participating in civic learning opportunities, gaining a strong global awareness, and 
learning how to increase their digital literacy skills.  
We live and work in a technological and media-driven world.  The amount and speed of 
information that comes at us daily, along with the ongoing technological advancements, 
requires students to have a stronger academic foundation and a deeper understanding 
of how to analyze all this information.  We are all faced with learning how to navigate life 
situations, functioning in ever-changing work environments, and having the knowledge 
and skills to be competitive today, as well as in the next generation work force.   
As outlined by the Partnership for 21st Century Learning, the skills R-P staff strive to 
build in students include:  critical thinking and problem solving, communication skills, 
collaboration, and creativity and innovation.  Below are the skills and habits that R-P 
students must develop and demonstrate to succeed in this competitive global economy.   
• Critical thinker 
• Problem solver 
• Good Communicator 
• Flexible, adaptable, and self-directed learner/worker
• Creator or Innovator 
• Productive team-player
• Higher level thinking skills
• Mindset of being a global citizen 
• Cross-cultural knowledge and language skills
• Awareness of environmental and health issues
• Proficient user of technology  
Together we will work to help all students reach their potential while also learning these 
important 21st Century work and life skills.  Thank you for teaming with us in your child’s 
educational journey. 
Resources include:  https://www.actfl.org/advocacy/who-benefits and http://www.p21.org/
our-work/p21-framework

Michigan Education Corps is 
Expanding Its Partnership with all 
three Reeths-Puffer Elementary 
Schools and will Continue Supporting 
the Great Start Readiness 
Program at McMillan Early 
Childhood Center.
The District is very excited to once again partner with the 
Michigan Education Corps for the 2018-2019 school year.  In this 
partnership, we will receive six full-time and one or two part-time elementary literacy 
tutors.  The literacy tutors will work one-on-one with identified Kindergarten, first and 
second grade students.  The goal of the Michigan Education Corps program is to 
support schools in providing literacy tutors to build the foundational reading skills for 
students who need additional support.  The literacy tutors will work in each of our 
elementary buildings, using a specific set of literacy materials to support and enhance 
the reading skills of our youngest learners.

What Content and 
Skills Will My Child Be 
Learning This Year?
As a parent, we sometimes feel unprepared 
for the grade level learning expectations for our 
children.  To help parents feel better prepared for 
conversations with their child throughout the year, 
I invite you to review the grade level brochures 
found on the Reeths-Puffer website.  Once on 
the website, go to the “Our District” tab and 
select the link for “Departments.”  Next, select the 
“Curriculum” tab and then select the “Curriculum 
Corner for Parents” link.  Finally, under the heading 
Math and ELA Curriculum Brochures, select the 
brochure that matches your child’s grade level.   
These brochures are meant to give you a better 
idea of the content your child will be learning this 
year in school.  

As always, if you have questions please feel free 
to call your child’s school or call Terri Portice, 
Director of Teaching and Learning for Reeths-
Puffer Schools.  Here’s to a great new school year!
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I am happy to announce there will be no increase to 
student meal prices for this school year.  Elementary/
intermediate breakfast is $1.20 and lunch is $2.60.  
Middle/high school breakfast is $1.45 and lunch is 
$2.95.  Reduced meal prices also remain the same, breakfast $0.30 and lunch 
$0.40.  Cold milk will be $0.40 for students with lunch from home or those 
wanting an extra milk.  Students who receive free/reduced meals and take a milk 
when bringing a lunch from home will be charged $0.40.  We cannot participate 
in the free milk program because we offer breakfast and lunch to all students.

Deposits to your student’s account can be made in cash, by check or online at 
www.SendMoneyToSchool.com .  If you provide your email address when you 
register your child for school, you will receive email notices when your student’s 
account is negative.  

All free/reduced meals applications must be renewed every year.  Applications 
not renewed by October 15, 2018 will expire and your child/children will be 
required to pay full price for meals.  You may renew your application on paper 
or online.  Paper applications are available at all building offices and kitchens.  
Completed applications may be mailed to Reeths-Puffer Schools Food Service 
Dept.  991 W. Giles Rd. Muskegon, MI 49445 or return applications to school with 
your child.  Online applications can be completed at www.lunchapp.com .

Breakfast is served at school.  Children who eat breakfast are more likely to 
behave better in class and show improvement academically.  School breakfast 
provides daily servings of whole grains, fruit and milk.  So help your child start the 
day right with school breakfast.  

Breakfast is available in all buildings:

High school 7:15-7:40

Middle school 7:15-7:35, Intermediate 7:20-7:40

Central, Twin Lake, RPEL 8:15-8:35

Please contact the food service office (231-744-1647 ex. 3715 or ex. 3716) if you 
have any questions regarding school meals, free/reduced meal applications or 
deposits.

Thank-you,

Connie Falbe 
Connie Falbe
Food Service Supervisor
falbec@reeths-puffer.org

Welcome to the 
2018-2019
school year!

Welcome RPMS Students!

We look forward to a great 2018-19 school 
year at RPMS and can’t wait for our 7th and 
8th grade learners to bring life to the building. 
Our focus is always to create challenging 
learning experiences for all students because 
we know our brains grow when we are 
challenged just outside of our comfort zones. 
In addition to our focus on critical thinking, problem solving, and 
communication, we see the middle school years as an important 
part of each student’s development as leaders and citizens that 
demonstrate respect, pride, and integrity. Our mission is to use 
the year ahead of us, which is full of academic and extracurricular 
opportunities, to maximize the potential of every student. 

The countdown has begun and we can’t wait to see you.     

To assist in the start of a great year together, below are some 
important events to place on your calendar: 

RPMS Open House

Our RPMS Open House is about making connections. The 
evening is a chance for teachers to connect with parents, 
students to connect with teachers, and students to connect with 
parents as they share an inside view of the day. 

Our Open House is scheduled for Monday, September 10 from 
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

6:30-7:00 Welcome and Introduction in Gymnasium.

7:00-8:00 Rotate through hours 1-6 to meet your students’  
 teachers and learn a little about the course and  
 how to help your student succeed.

Registration and Schedule Pick Up Information

You can begin pre-registering your student on-line in August.  An 
e-mail will be sent to parents with specific directions. The Middle 
School will have workstations available for parents at registration 
to access the on-line registration process.  During registration, 
students will get their schedule and be able to walk it, take their 
school photo, and find their locker.  Parents, complete your on-
line registration in advance to make the process quicker.  Like 
last year, you must have a parent PowerSchool account.  

Schedule Pick-up/ Registration at the Middle School:

August 21 from 8:00 a.m. to noon or 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
August 22 from noon to 3:00 p.m. or 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Sincerely,

Jennifer Anderson 
Jennifer Anderson
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On May 4 and 5, the Middle School Choirs 

proudly presented, Peter Pan Jr. for packed 

audiences from Rocket City and beyond.  

Based on J. M. Barrie’s classic tale, the 

performers became Pirates, Lost Boys, 

Magical Fairies, Brave Girls, and the Darling 

Children who embark on a journey to the 

magical world of Neverland. 

Participating students not only had the 

opportunity to sing, dance, and act, they also 

had the opportunity to work with professional 

staff who taught them skills in Aerial Flight 

(ZFX Effects) and Stage Combat (Academy of 

Combat and Movement Education). 

Peter Pan was the perfect show for the child 

in all of us... who dream of soaring high and 

never growing up.

Middle School 
Students
Soar in
Peter Pan
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During the 2017-2018 school year, 
R-P Robotics had the opportunity 
to participate in their third year of 
SeaPerch Underwater Remotely 
Operated Vehicle (ROV) competition.  
On April 14, five students and 
three ROVs participated in the 
stock and open class obstacle 
and skills challenge.  Stock ROV 
drivers included Santiago Montalvo-
Berry and Alex Sherrell, the Open 
drivers included Jacob Belknap, 
Zane Holderman, and Hezekiah 
Karr.  While all students and ROVs 
performed without issue, the Open 
Class ROV swept two of the three 
possible scoring categories, receiving 
a first place trophy for the obstacle 
course and challenge. Their score 
was high enough to place first overall 
in the Open Class, and qualify for the 
International Challenge.

June 1 through 3, R-P Robotics 
participated in the International 
Competition, held at the University 

of Massachusetts, Dartmouth.  This 
was a great learning experience for 
students, as the competition included 
STEM challenges and expositions 
as well as the competition.  With over 
170 teams representing different 
age groups and ROV classes, R-P 
Robotics shaved time off of their 
challenge run, allowing them a third 
place finish.

R-P Robotics would like to thank the 
parents, grandparents, friends, and 
the following sponsors who helped 
get these students to the International 
competition:  Lakewinds Chiropractic 
Center, Reeths-Puffer, Meijer of 
North Muskegon, Gordon Foods of 
Muskegon, Chemical Bank, Arconic, 
HomeTown Pharmacy, Great Lakes 
Physical Therapy, and CentralTechs.    

For more photos and information on 
Reeths-Puffer Robotics, please visit 
their website at http://www.rprobotics.
com. 

Reeths-Puffer Robotics 
participated in the 
7th Annual SeaPerch 
Challenge

High School Students - 

Prepare for the 2018-19 School Year:

August 23 - Senior Registration (8:00 – 11:00 a.m. and noon - 3:00 p.m.)

August 24 - Junior Registration (8:00 -11:00 a.m.)

August 24 - Sophomore Registration (noon – 3:00 p.m.)

August 27 - Freshmen Registration (8:00 – 11:00 a.m. and noon – 3:00 p.m.)

September 4 – First Day of School

• Freshmen Orientation Assembly (8:00 – 9:00 a.m.)

• Sophomore Orientation Assembly (9:00 – 10:00 a.m.)

• Junior Orientation Assembly (10:00 – 11:00 a.m.)

September 5 - Senior Orientation Assembly (8:00 – 9:00 a.m.)

At registration, students can expect to:

• Receive their student ID

• Pick up their class schedule

• Have the option of an assigned locker

• Have the option of a parking pass (assigned by availability 

 starting with upper class students)

Make sure to check the post updates on Rocket News (located on the high 

school home page of the District website – www.reeths-puffer.org).
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Over the last year, the RPI team has been 
studying the idea of resiliency in our kids. 
This learning will continue to be a major 
component of our work as we improve 
on our positive school culture and safety.  
Many have studied the book Fostering 
Resilient Learners by Kristin Souers and 
Pete Hall, and a few have had a chance to 
train with the author.  As a team, RPI staff 
continue to look for ways to communicate 
a message of positivity and safety to 
our Rockets.  We know this happens in 
our school when expectations are clear 
and students feel mistakes can be made 
and learned from in behavior, social 
and academics.  Respect, Pride and 
Integrity is our District language.  There 
is also a part of learning we are starting 
to understand and plan for in our school 
to increase positivity and safety.  It is the 
emotional state of the brain and how staff 
can best respond to needs when working 
through a challenging situation or when 
our kids are working through traumatic 
experiences.  This learning has not only 
helped us as educators but as parents, 
coaches and members of our community.  

Below are just a few ideas we can all 
think about as we head into a new school 
year filled with excitement and high 
expectations for learning.

Resilient LearningHello Rockets,

Welcome back to the 

start of our school year 

at Rocket City.  We 

have an amazing year 

of learning ahead of us, 

filled with wonder and 

positive learning experiences!

In 2018-19, RPI will be filled with 

learning energy that revolves around 

our positive learning community.  

Students will be participating in learning 

that is Respectful of individual learning 

needs, taking Pride, doing the best in 

all they do to represent themselves 

positively, using Integrity by allowing 

their own determination and strength to 

guide choices.  These characteristics 

will guide everything we do together at 

RPI.

This year, students will be engaged in 

many activities that will prepare them 

to be life ready.  They will be learning 

more about their brain and how it 

processes emotions and information.  

They will learn emotional management 

skills to build strong relationships and 

friendships with teachers, peers and 

the community around them.  They will 

have fun while learning content that is 

grounded in application to the world 

around them.  Lastly, students will work 

through challenges that come their 

way with communication and relentless 

positivity to be better Rockets.

The best day of the year is approaching 

and RPI is ready to move closer to “All 

learners, 100% engaged, All day.”

See you at RPI with a smile and 

positive energy to accomplish great 

things!

Nate Smith 
Nate Smith
Reeths-Puffer Intermediate Principal

Resiliency Tips for Everyone
1. When our kids are emotional, stay grounded and true to you.  They need adults to 

show them we care by not getting pulled into their emotional tornado.  The author 
calls it “cement shoes.”   Be the cement shoes for our kids.

2. A relationship has power.  Our community is built on these relationships and it 
allows us to have empathy even when we disagree.  Our kids watch us and learn 
from our interactions with others.

3. We all need to believe that all kids can change and improve. What happens today 
can be done and tomorrow is a new day.   

4. Give grace when there is a mistake.  After a mistake is made, there may be a 
consequence but after this, find a way to move on.  Tell a story about your childhood 
when a mistake was made.
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Recently, RPI students traveled to Western Michigan University on their annual 
college trip. In addition to learning about the academic requirements to attend 
this fantastic university, students were able to experience a culture of excellence 
that is embedded in its football program. Students were given a tour of the 
stadium and locker rooms, discussed the importance of hard work and effort 
in the classroom and on the athletic field, and how essential collaboration and 
selflessness are to developing success in life. The outstanding football staff 
shared their mission statement which guides their efforts and students were 
able to align and understand the similarities in our mission here at RPI.  The 
day ended with a surprise visit from the head football coach, Tim Lester. The 
kids were very excited to meet the coach and enjoyed hearing his message of 
hard work, academics, and character. In essence, the hopeful outcome is that 
students find excellence within their own goals and dreams and continue to 
develop a culture of work ethic, collaboration, and selflessness in Rocket City. 

Western Michigan’s 
Football Team Inspires 
RPI Students

Fifth Grade Spanish students worked hard this year to write to and welcome a Cuban refugee family that just moved to 
the area.  They also sold products they made and donated the proceeds to UNICEF to help children in Cuba have clean 
water. Through reading, writing, and listening in Spanish, R-P students had empathy and worked hard to raise over 
$500.00, which was their goal.  Students learned how fortunate they are to have Lake Michigan in their backyard and 
they listened to speakers about how we drink the filtered water from our water treatment plant right here in Muskegon.C
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Rocket City’s Mission – Resect, Pride, Integrity  •   WMU Football Team’s Mission – Forget About Me I Love You

WMU’s head football coach, Tim Lester and RPI students in Waldo Stadium.



      August 2018  n   www.reeths-puffer.org   n   Your Reeths-Puffer Schools Newsletter   n   23 



NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
MUSKEGON, MI
PERMIT NO. 669

Reeths-Puffer Schools
991 West Giles Road
Muskegon, MI 49445

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Steve Edwards 
Superintendent of Schools
edwardst@reeths-puffer.org
719-3101
Rob Renes
Assistant Superintendent
renesr@reeths-puffer.org
719-3108 
Terri Portice
Director of Teaching and Learning
porticet@reeths-puffer.org
719-3120 
Jason Helsen
Finance Director
helsenj@reeths-puffer.org
719-3110
Scott Green 
Special Education Director
greens@reeths-puffer.org
719-3143
Adam Ingalls
Maintenance Supervisor
ingallsa@reeths-puffer.org
744-4736 x2400
Connie Falbe 
Food Service Supervisor
falbec@reeths-puffer.org
744-1647 x3715
Dan Beckeman 
Principal, High School 
beckmad@reeths-puffer.org
719-3107
Tony Schmitt
Athletic Director
schmittt@reeths-puffer.org
744-1647 x3774
Jennifer Anderson 
Principal, Middle School 
andersonj@reeths-puffer.org
719-3128
Nate Smith
Principal, Intermediate School 
smithnate@reeths-puffer.org
719-3119
Cody Hamilton 
Principal, Central Elementary 
hamiltonc@reeths-puffer.org
719-3103
Paul Klimsza 
Principal, Reeths-Puffer Elementary 
klimszap@reeths-puffer.org
719-3133
Dawn Schmitt 
Principal, Twin Lake Elementary
schmittd@reeths-puffer.org 
719-3190 x2225
Molly Sieplinga 
Site Director, 
McMillan Early Childhood Center
mollysieplinga@wlace.org
766-3443 x2605
Jami Young
Site Director, Pennsylvania Elementary
719-3159
youngj@reeths-puffer.org

***ECRWSS***
POSTAL CUSTOMER

Sportsmen for Youth and 
Muskegon Area Fire Chiefs 

YOUTH DAY FREE for 17 and under

9AM to 3PM at the Muskegon 

County Fair Grounds

September 8, Youth Day, is designed to introduce youth to the 
great joy of everything outdoors.  Educational and fun for the whole 
family!  Multiple activities and demonstrations all day long.

Promoting the safe pursuit of outdoor activities 
and Fire Safety all in one venue for one day at no charge.

Lunch, t-shirts, door prizes and goody bags for the first 2500 youth 
17 and under attending the event is provided absolutely FREE.  
Along with multiple drawings from exhibitors throughout the day.

_____________________________________________

 HELP SUPPORT ROCKET CITY USA
  To become an advertising sponsor in future editions of the Rocket City News, call    
  Mark Williamson at (231) 766-3038 or email mark@orshalrdproductions.com.
_____________________________________________
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