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Left: The Fourth grade class 
at White Pine Village. Top right: Benjamin 
Hendrickson, Trevor Bell and James Morris trying 
out the farm equipment. Bottom right: James 
Morris after enjoying some ice cream.

The 4th grade classes took a field trip to White Pine Village in Mason County. White Pine Village opened in 1976 as a historic village. 
It contains over 30 museums and sites of history dedicated to preserving the past. Many of the buildings, including the Mason County 
Courthouse that was built in 1849, are original and were moved to the village. There were exhibits depicting lumbering, farm life, schools 
and health care, helping students experience what life was like in the late 1800s and early 1900s. An old fashioned ice cream parlor was 
also a part of the town. The students really enjoyed trying the locally made ice cream!

White Pine Village
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After thirty-two 
years of teaching 
Mrs. Wendy 
Merkey retired in 
June 2014. Mrs. 
Merkey taught DK 
at North Muskegon 
Elementary for thirty 
years. She has 
touched the lives of 
many students over 
the years. Some of 
her former students 
are even headed to 
Michigan State! Now 
that Mrs. Merkey is 

retired, she’ll have more time to spend with grandchildren, ski and travel. Thank you 
for all of your years of dedication, Mrs. Merkey. You will be missed!

Giving Our Best and 
Expecting Our Best!

Hello Norsemen Family!  
Remember playing Hide and Go 
Seek?  Well, that ever important 
“ready or not here I come” 
seems to fit at this time of year 
– Ready or not, here comes 
another incredibly exciting 
year for our North Muskegon 
School Community!  It will not 
be long and our students and 
staff will be back in learning 

environments throughout the district and community, 
athletics will be in full swing, our performing artists will be 
preparing to entertain us and our year will begin in a flurry! 

A little over a year ago, our staff went through an activity 
to come up with “our sentence” for NMPS.  This session 
brought about very valuable discussion, debate, team 
building and PRIDE.  You may have seen our sentence 
around school, attached in emails, on letters, forms and 
many other locations.  “We are an Educational Community 
that gives our BEST and expects the BEST.”  This sentence 
is packed full of Norsemen pride and promotes our 
expectation and promotion of excellence from our students, 
staff and community.  We have so many reasons to be 
proud Norsemen and this year we will be making a greater 
effort to capture and share all of the incredible things 
happening in our school.  Please keep an eye on this 
newsletter, the weekly building newsletters, our Twitter, 
Facebook, webpage and all of our other communication 
areas for evidence of why we have every right to be full of 
Norsemen pride! 

Enjoy the start of the school year!  2014/15 is going to be 
a great year – take time to celebrate our successes and 
share your experiences with all in our school community.  As 
always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel 
free to contact me at cbabcock@nmps.net or 719-4100.  
Have a wonderful year! 

Go Norse! “We are an Educational Community that gives 
our BEST and expects the BEST.”

Sincerely,
Curt Babcock
Superintendent of Schools

august

Monday, August 25  Board of Education Regular Meeting, 

  Elementary Library, 7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 27  Elementary Parent Night/Back to School 

  Orientation, Cafeteria, 5:00 - 7:30 

sEPtEMBER

Tuesday, September 2  1ST DAY OF SCHOOL (half day) Dismissal 

  at 11:25 a.m. 

Friday, September 5  4th/5th grade field trip to Camp Pendalouan, 

  8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Sept. 15 - 19  Hearing Testing (DK, K, 2nd & 4th) & Vision 

  Testing (DK, 1st, 3rd, 5th) 

Monday, September 15  Strings Rental Night, NM Fine Arts Center, 

  6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Monday, September 22  Board of Education Regular Meeting, 

  MS/HS Library, 7:00 p.m. 

Elementary Schedule
 (Subject to Change)

Best Wishes!
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Mrs. Cutler was honored with the Cool Teacher Award 
in April. The teachers are nominated by their students.  

Grand Valley State University  selects a new entry every 
month based on the students’ evidence of learning. The winning teacher and the 
nominating student each receive four vouchers from Amtrak for a trip to Chicago, 
IL.  Grand Valley State also hosts a pizza party for the winning teachers and their 

classes.   

Jacob Cotner 
nominated Mrs. Cutler 
with the following web 
submission.  “Hi, my 
name is Jacob Cotner.  
I’m in third grade 
at North Muskegon 
Elementary School.  
My teacher is Mrs. 
Cutler.  She is a very 
nice teacher and I like 
her a lot.  I think that 
she is a cool teacher 
because she plays 
a fun game to learn 
Michigan history where 
if we answer a question 
correctly, we get to pick 
a bear and some bears 
have points and some 

do not.  She also plays a game called true or false that teaches us Michigan History.  
She teaches us lots of cool, fun facts about Michigan. We also earn “Cutler Cash” for 
doing things like homework and good behavior and at the end of the semester we 
get to buy toys and stuff with our “Cutler Cash”.  She has a cool clip system where if 
we do something nice we can move our clip up, but if we do something not so nice, 
like break a rule or talk while she’s talking, we have to move our clip down.  We earn 
“Cutler Cash” if our clip is on higher levels and pay if it’s on lower levels.  I think Mrs. 
Cutler is a very cool teacher”. 

Mrs. Cutler’s 3rd grade class.

Hatching 

Chicks

In the first grade classes, one of the lessons they 
cover is vertebrate and birds.  To give the students 
a hands on experience the teachers purchase eggs 
from the Tri County Feed Store in Montague. The 
eggs are separated between the classrooms and 
placed in incubators. The teachers put an X on one 
side of the egg before placing it in the incubator. 
Since the eggs have to be turned over everyday , 
the X helps them remember what side needs to be 
facing up that day.  After 21 days in the incubator 
the kids are able to watch the chicks hatch!!  The 
chicks spend a couple of days in the classroom after 
hatching, then they are given to a free range farm.

Jacob Cotner and Mrs. Cutler.

Top Right: Kendall Hibbard, Tate Pannucci, Avery 
Lynn and Zoe Wiles holding chicks. 

Bottom Right: Oliver Chumley-Jarvis, Donovan 
Porter, JoJo Smith, and Lilly Salisbury holding 
chicks.

WGVU Cool Teacher Award!
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Dutch Village
The second grade classes got to experience Dutch 
Village in May.  Dutch Village is in Holland MI.  The 
park is a step back into the Netherlands of over 100 
years ago, complete with authentic Dutch architecture, 
flowering gardens, canals and windmills.  The kids 
enjoy the petting zoo, the wooden shoe slide and the 
Ferris wheel. One of the highlights of the field trip is 
watching the wooden shoes being made. They are 
carved by hand with antique automated machinery. 
The students love to try them on to see if they are 
comfortable. A fun day for all!! 

hackley house

Left: Ella Mallon and Kati Kinahan trying out the 
wooden shoes!  Right: Mrs. Schumacher’s Class. 

Our 3rd grade took a field trip to the Hackley House and Fire 
Barn. The Hackley House was built in the late 1880’s. 

These restored Queen Anne homes were once the home to 
two of Muskegon’s most prominent lumber barons. Featuring 

intricate wood carvings, stained glass, stenciled walls and 
ceilings, some original furniture and family possessions.  Touring 
the home gives students a feel for what life was like during the 
lumber era.  This site is featured on the National Register and

 is sponsored by the Muskegon County Museum. 

Law Day 
Art Contest

Congratulations to two of our 5th 
graders, Wyatt Kevern and Blaine 
Dietrich, who were honored by the 
Muskegon County Bar Association for 
their winning entries in the Law Day 
Art Contest.  These two students both 
submitted a “campaign” poster to be 
judged by the Law Day committee. 
Wyatt won 1st place and Blaine won 
3rd place.  Both Wyatt and Blaine 
were honored with a lunch and awards 
ceremony at the Lake House.  Mrs. 
Bouman, Dr. Sanocki, and the boys 
parents also attended the ceremony 

Great job boys!  

Top Left: Wyatt Kevern 
with his winning 
campaign poster. 

Immediate Left: Blaine 
Dietrich with his campaign 
poster.
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May 5th-7th was Field Day at the Elementary school.  Mrs. B does a wonderful job 
putting together a day of physical activity, teamwork and fun for all. Here’s what some 

of the students had to say about Field Day.   

When asked what was your favorite thing about field day: 

“Pirate Treasure was my favorite. I was a pirate and got to 
steal gems that were balls.” 

Kalvin Ginn 

“Winning tug of war against really big guys. 
(the high school helpers)” 

 Lliam Carty 

“When I pulled out my tooth in the middle of playing soccer 
and put it in my pocket.” 

 Sophie Corbin 

“Everything! We should do field day 100 times a year!” 
 Lillian Kitchka 

Oliver DeJonge, Audrey Wingett, Isaella Sima, Riley Huff,Isabel Peterson 

The Norsemen Pride  
The Norsemen Pride is published three times per year by North Muskegon Public Schools, 1600 Mills Avenue, North Muskegon, MI  
49445. North Muskegon accepts advertising to defray the cost of production and distribution and appreciates the support of its 
advertisers. North Muskegon does not specifically endorse advertisers or their products or services. 
Visit our website at www.nmps.k12.mi.us.

Please contact Stephenie Ruple at 231-719-4206 with inquiries or by email at sruple@nmps.net.

The advertisers in this publication help to offset the cost printing and distribution costs for the Norsemen Pride. For advertising 
inquiries, contact Mark Williamson at Orshal Road Productions, 231-766-3038 or mark@orshalrdproductions.com.
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Do you know that if you are a parent of a North Muskegon student, you are 
already a member of the PTO?  Be an active member of your NM-PTO, and make a 
difference!  

What has the PTO done lately?  
In the past year, we have run numerous fundraisers, including our two biggest: The 
Fund Racer in the fall and the community-wide Family Fun Festival in the spring, 
both of which helped us raise over $26,000 for our school! Thank you to everyone 
for your support!  So, how did we spend the money that we raised?  

Here are just a few of the things that the PTO has voted on and 
chose to fund in the past year:

• Father/Daughter Dance, DJ and photos 
• Smart Tablets for all 1st grade teachers; partially funded one 2nd grade tablet 
• 1st & 2nd grade Bridges Math program 
• Contributed to Ms. Bonnie’s Bench 
• Bench cushions in the Greenhouse 
• Mother/Son Lumberjack game 
• New rug in elementary school entryway 
• K-5 Time for Kids subscription 
• DK-5 Talent Show 
• Principal Week 

• Secretary supplies 
• Classroom supply stipends for all teachers 
• Teacher appreciation breakfast and luncheon 
• Snacks for teachers for conferences 
• New coffeemaker in teacher’s lounge 
• Spelling City for 2nd-5th grade 
• 5th Grade promotion breakfast 
• Norse water bottles & apples for all students on Fund-Racer day & field day 
• Partially funded new choral risers for all music classes 
• New math manipulatives for a 1st grade classroom 
• Contributed to The Moxie Strings visit to NM for a music workshop for all our
    students and an evening community concert 
• Pocket folders for all 4th grade students for music class 
• Shelving and storage for all books & materials for Ms. Bentley & Mrs. Johnson 
• A to Z Reading program for all Kindergarten classrooms 
• Classroom supplies 
• Playground supplies 
• Supply stipends for library and PE 
• Community wide Family Fun Festival 
• Family Festival Raffle 
• Boohoo/Yahoo Breakfast on the first day of school 

Want to see more happen? We need your help! Meetings are the 3rd Tuesday of 
every month. Come to a meeting, volunteer for a committee, or just reach out and 
tell us how you would like to help! Just a small amount of your time can have a 
HUGE impact on your child’s education at North Muskegon Elementary! Like us on 
Facebook to stay up to date! – North Muskegon PTO

2014/15 NM-PTO Board:  President- Kim Blastic, Vice President- Heather 
Gaston, Treasurer – Marci Dalm, Secretary – Sara Wiles

North Muskegon 
Elementary PTO 

LEWIS FARM
The students at NM had a beautiful day 
at Lewis Farm.  They jumped on the big 
trampoline, played in the spider web, 

went through the petting zoo and enjoyed 
a day with friends. 
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North Muskegon Norsemen

MiddlE school giRls BaskEtBall n n n n n n n 
9/8/2014    Home vs. Whitehall   4:00 p.m.
9/10/2014   at Oakridge  4:00 p.m.
9/15/2014   at Ravenna  4:00 p.m.
9/17/2014   home vs. Shelby  4:00 p.m.
9/22/2014   at Hart  4:00 p.m.
9/24/2014   home vs. Montague  4:00 p.m.
9/29/2014   at Mason County  4:00 p.m.
10/1/2014   home vs. Ravenna   4:00 p.m.
10/6/2014   at Whitehall  4:00 p.m.
10/8/2014   home vs. Oakridge   4:00 p.m.
10/13/2014  Tournament at home  4:00 p.m.
10/15/2014  Tournament away TBA  4:00 p.m.
10/16/2014  Tournament away TBA  4:00 p.m.

vaRsity cRoss countRy n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
8/23/2014   at Benzie County Invite  9:00
9/6/2014   at Big Red Invite  9:00
9/13/2014   at Sparta Invitational  8:00
9/16/2014   at Mason County  4:30
9/23/2014   at Oakridge  4:30
9/27/2014   at Allendale Invite  8:30
10/4/2014   at Portage Invite  TBA
10/7/2014   at Hart  4:30
10/10/2014  GMAA at Fruitport  TBA
10/14/2014  home vs. conference schools
  McGraft Park  4:30
11/1/2014   State  TBA
Oct 24/25   Regionals  TBA

MiddlE school cRoss countRy n n n n n n n 
9/13/2014   at Sparta Invitational  8:00
9/16/2014   at Mason County  5-6
9/23/2014   at Oakridge  5-6
10/4/2014   at Portage Invite  TBA
10/7/2014   at Hart  5-6
10/14/2014  home @ McGraft Park  5-6

vaRsity footBall n n   n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
8/28/2014   home vs. Holton  7:00
9/5/2014   home vs. Hart  7:00
9/12/2014   at Whitehall  7:00

9/19/2014   at Oakridge  7:00
9/26/2014   home vs. Mason County  7:00
10/3/2014   at Ravenna  7:00
10/10/2014  at Montague  7:00
10/17/2014  home vs. Shelby-HOMECOMING  7:00
10/24/2014  home vs. Hesperia  7:00

Jv footBall n n   n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
9/4/2014   at Hart  6:30
9/25/2014   at Mason County  6:30
10/16/2014  at Shelby  6:30
8/28/2014   home vs. Holton  4:00
9/11/2014   home vs. Whitehall  6:30
9/18/2014   home vs. Oakridge  6:30
10/2/2014   home vs. Ravenna  6:30
10/9/2014   home vs. Montague  6:30

MiddlE school footBall n n   n n n n n n n n n n n n 
9/10/2014   at Ravenna  4:00
9/17/2014   at Oakridge  4:00
9/24/2014   home vs. Whitehall  4:00
10/1/2014   home vs. Shelby  4:00
10/8/2014   at Montague  4:00
10/15/2014  home vs. Mason County  4:00
10/22/2014  home vs. Hart  4:00

giRls golf n n   n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
8/21/2014   at Travers City Invite - 2 Day event  9:00
8/28/2014   at Big Rapids HS  9:00
9/3/2014   home Jamboree #1  3:30
9/4/2014   home vs. Whitehall  4:00
9/9/2014   home vs. Manistee  4:00
9/10/2014   at Ludington - Jamboree #2  3:30
9/11/2014   at Frankenmuth  9:00
9/17/2014   at Spring Lake - Jamboree #3  3:30
9/18/2014   at Whitehall  4:00
9/22/2014   at WMC  3:30
9/23/2014   at Fruitport - Jamboree #4  3:30
9/24/2014   GMAA at Reeths-Puffer  9:00
9/26/2014   at Ludington Invite  9:30
9/30/2014   home vs. WMC  3:30
10/1/2014   at Fremont - Jamboree #5  3:30
10/2/2014   at Hudsonville  4:00

2014 Fall Sports Schedule



8

  8   |   August 2014   |   www.nmps.K12.mi.us   |   The Newsletter for North Muskegon School District

vaRsity soccER n n   n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
8/23/2014   at Hackett  9:00
8/26/2014   at Ravenna  4:30
8/28/2014   at GR Covenant  4:30
9/2/2014   at Montague  4:30
9/4/2014   at Oakridge  7:00
9/6/2014   at Reeths-Puffer  2:00
9/9/2014   home vs. Shelby  7:00
9/13/2014   at TC Christian Invite  TBA
9/16/2014   home vs. Hart  7:00
9/19/2014   home vs. Leland  5:30
9/22/2014   home vs. Muskegon Catholic  7:00
9/23/2014   home vs. Mason County  7:00
9/25/2014   at WMC  6:45
9/27/2014   home vs. Orchard View  11:00
9/29/2014   at Whitehall  7:00
Oct 1,6,8   Conference  TBA
10/13/2014  Districts  TBA
10/21/2014  Regionals  TBA
10/29/14   Semi/Finals  TBA

giRls swiMMing n n   n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
8/23/2014   at Ludington  9:00
9/18/2014   at Spring Lake  6:00

9/20/2014   at Spring Lake  9:00
9/25/2014   at Ludington  6:00
10/2/2014   at Fremont  6:00
10/16/2014  at Manistee  6:00

vaRsity tEnnis n n   n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
8/20/2014   at South Christian  1:00
8/22/2014   at Portland Invite  TBA
8/25/2014   at T.C. St. Francis  10:00
8/26/2014   at GH Invite  9:00
9/3/2014   at Spring Lake  4:00
9/4/2014   home vs. Reeths-Puffer  4:00
9/8/2014   home vs. Whitehall  4:00
9/10/2014   at WMC  4:00
9/11/2014   at Mona Shores  4:00
9/15/2014   home vs. Fremont  4:00
9/17/2014   home vs. Ludington  4:00
9/22/2014   at Grant  4:00
9/24/2014   home vs. Fruitport  4:00
9/27/2014   GMAA at Fruitport  TBA
10/4/2014   Conference  TBA
10/9/2014   Regionals TBA
Oct 17/18   State  TBA
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vaRsity vollEyBall n n   n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
8/23/2014   at Reeths-Puffer Invite  9:00
8/27/2014   at Fruitport Quad  5:30
9/2/2014   home vs. Oakridge  7:00
9/6/2014   at Hesperia Invite  9:00
9/9/2014   at Mason County  7:00
9/11/2014   at Muskegon  6:30
9/16/2014   at Shelby  7:00
9/23/2014   home vs. Hart  7:00
9/30/2014   at Montague  7:00
10/2/2014   home vs. WMC 7:00
10/7/2014   home vs. Whitehall  7:00
10/11/2014  at Shelby Invite  9:00
10/14/2014  home vs. Ravenna  7:00
10/18/2014  GMAA at Reeths-Puffer  TBA
10/21/2014  home vs. Hart, Spring Lake, & 
  Orchard View - Quad  5:30
10/25/2014  at Hart-Conference 9 :00
10/28/2014  at Spring Lake-Quad  5:30
11/3/2014   Districts  TBA
Nov 11-13   Regionals  TBA
Nov 20-21   Semifinals  TBA
11/22/2014  Finals  TBA

Jv vollEyBall n n   n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n 
8/27/2014   at Whitehall - Quad  5:30
9/2/2014   home vs. Oakridge  5:30
9/9/2014   at Mason County  5:30
9/11/2014   at Muskegon  5:30
9/16/2014   at Shelby  5:30
9/20/2014   at Hesperia Invite  8:30
9/23/2014   home vs. Hart  5:30
9/27/2014   at Shores - Tournament  8:30
9/30/2014   at Montague  5:30
10/2/2014   home vs. WMC  5:30
10/7/2014   home vs. Whitehall  5:30
10/14/2014  home vs. Ravenna  5:30
10/21/2014  at Fruitport Quad with 
  Ludington, Fruitport & MCC  TBA
10/25/2014  at WMC Invite  TBA
10/28/2014  home vs. Quad OV, Ludington 
  & Montague  5:30

EPICS Award 
Winners

Congratulations to our 
3rd Grade Teacher 
Mrs. Fortmeyer and our 
Paraprofessional Mrs. 
Uetricht.  Both were 
nominated by their peers 
and   selected by the 
Shoreline Educational 
Coordinating Council as 
two Exceptional People 
in Community Schools. 

They were honored at an awards banquet on May 1, 2014.  Mrs. Fortmeyer 
has taught at North Muskegon for the past 15 years. “She firmly believes 
that teachers must have the ability to love and nurture students, making 
classrooms a safe, secure place in which children want to learn. “Her 
greatest joy will continue to be motivating her students to develop a 
love for learning that will last a lifetime.” Mrs. Uetricht has worked as a 
paraprofessional at North Muskegon for 17 years. She shared “I greatly 
value my relationship with the students I work with each day. Their lives can 
sometimes be challenging and they need a listening ear and a smile to put 
them at ease. I work to treat my students with dignity and compassion so 
that they can thrive as people and as students.” We are lucky to have both 
educators on staff at North Muskegon.

Mrs. Fortmeyer and Mrs. Uetricht
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North Muskegon, May 2, 2014 – Students at North Muskegon Middle School 
will be exploring Asia in a big way this month — with the world’s largest map 
of the continent. The map measures 26 feet by 35 feet and is designed as a 
giant game board to introduce students to the diverse geography of Asia. It 
will be at North Muskegon Middle School from May 19- 30 as part of National 
Geographic’s Giant Traveling Maps program, organized by National Geographic 
Live, the public programming division of the National Geographic Society. 

The map’s brightly colored, smooth vinyl surface accurately illustrates Asia’s 
oceans, seas, rivers, mountains, countries and capitals. Designed for grades 
K-8, the map comes with a trunk full of accessories, including interactive 
activities and props and photo cards that teach students about the physical 
characteristics of the continent as well as its rich history, wildlife, and varied 
cultures. In “Cardinal Capture,” teams of students use cardinal directions to 
move student “pawns” around the map, capturing opponents. In “To What 
Degree?” teams compete against each other to find the most locations using 
latitude and longitude coordinates. Foam balls and hoops are used in “Geo-
gym” games that teach students the diverse geography of the Asian continent. 

“These maps teach geography in a way that nothing else does. It is a physical 
as well as mental experience,” said Dan Beaupré, director of education 
partnerships for National Geographic Live. “The hands- and feet-on experience 
makes a lasting impression on students and sparks further interest.” 

 “ On behalf of the sixth grade team I would like to say thank you to the Norse 
Education Foundation who made these maps available to all sixth graders at 
North Muskegon Middle school through their generous support,” Ms. Atkinson, 
Middle School teacher.  

National Geographic’s Giant Traveling Maps program was introduced in 2006 
with a map of Africa, and has since expanded to include maps of Asia, North 
America, South America, Europe, and the Pacific Ocean. Each map measures 
approximately 26 feet by 35 feet and is loaned to schools and other hosts 
with an assortment of activities. In the 2013-2014 school year hundreds of 
thousands of students will interact with these maps.

Giant National 
Geographic Map of Asia 
coming to North Muskegon 
Middle School

Over a period of 10-12 weeks, girls 
in the 3rd through 5th grade may 
participate in an after-school program 
like no other. Designed to allow every 
girl to recognize her inner strength, the 
Girls on the Run curriculum inspires girls 
to define their lives on their own terms. 
Throughout the season, the girls make 
new friends, build their confidence and 
celebrate all that makes them unique. 

The Girls on the Run lessons encourage positive emotional, social, mental 
and  physical  development. Participants explore and discuss their own beliefs 

Girls on the Run around experiences and challenges girls face at this age. They also develop 
important strategies and skills to help them navigate life experiences. We start 
with helping the girls get a better understanding of who they are and what’s 
important to them. Then, we look at the importance of team work and healthy 
relationships. And, finally, the girls explore how they can positively connect with 
and shape the world. 

Physical activity is woven into our program to inspire an appreciation of 
fitness and to build habits that lead to a lifetime of health. At the end of each 
three month session, the girls participate in a Girls on the Run 5k event. 
This celebratory, non-competitive event is the culminating experience of the 
curriculum. Completing the 5k gives the girls a tangible understanding of the 
confidence that comes through accomplishment as well as a framework for 
setting and achieving life goals. Crossing the finish line is a defining moment 
when the girls realize that even the seemingly impossible IS possible. 
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The Bear Lake Watershed

“Our Spot”
“OUR SPOT” The Bear Lake Watershed was a year-long educational experience at 
North Muskegon Middle School & High School. It is a collaborative civic minded 
experience with Earth Force, Great Lakes Stewardship Initiative integrated in 
classes such as IMPACT, English 9 and Social Studies 6! The teachers include Toni 
Seyferth, Chris Livingston and John Slocum.  

Students learned about watershed, biomes, community, sense of civic pride, 
ethics, responsibility through research, guest speakers, observations and 
journaling, and field trips.   

Students have been studying the Bear Lake watershed space from the school to 
the Bear Lake shore.  Mrs. Livingston and Mrs. Seyferth  launched the year with a 
watershed lesson in Walker Park. Then both 6th and 9th graders observed nature 
and journaled in a “spot” of choice. Several lessons from Earth Force curriculum 
were used to teach about our unique  environment. The students plan to pull 
invasive species possibly during the summer or fall. 

The IMPACT class had community speakers such as Cindy Larsen who is the 
President of the Muskegon Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce, Sam Jansen North 
Muskegon city Manager, Mark Singer Ethics professor, Ellen Berends events 
planner, Dr. Fuller philanthropist, Keni Thomas, an author who was on the Black 
Hawk Down Mission, to name a few.  Students learned about service through USS 
Silversides field trip, design and use of space at the Muskegon Art Museum and 
guided lecture on biomes at the Meijer Fredrick Gardens, as well as looking at how 
public spaces are utilized in North Muskegon and downtown Muskegon.  

Impact students also journaled and explored improving the front entrance to our 
school and dedicating the space to all active service people and veterans who give 
of their time and talents to provide the opportunity for young people to have an 
education.   

Students are offering ideas to make the space more inviting and make a clear 
statement of the front entrance.  They hope to include proper drainage and some 
native species with signage.  Students also want to give beyond our own school 
and raise money to support the veteran’s memorial at the USS SILVERSIDES. 

Entire sixth grade on steps in front of Nikana Lodge (main lodge)

6th Grade Camp
               By Lindsey Piper 

As many sixth graders know, we spent a week at Camp Pendalouan (May 12-16). It 
was cold and rainy but, we braved the elements. 

Even though the weather was rough we had a LOT OF FUN! We played games, such 
as, capture-the-flag and gold rush. High ropes and the 50-foot climbing wall tested 
our abilities a little bit more. Pond studies helped us understand what is along the 
shoreline and (thanks to Ms. Livingston) how it is important. We also had some free 
time at camp, in which, we could do archery, sling-shot, canoeing, tetherball, ga-ga 
ball, or even volleyball.  

This experience has been one I will remember forever. It has been so much fun! 
Thank you Mrs. Berry, Ms. Livingston, and Mrs. Howard for going to camp with us and 
getting us arranged to go to camp. Also, thank you parents who stayed in our cabins 
(I know we can be a pain). Thank you everyone who helped with 6th grade camp! 

Middle school/
high school Pto
Would you like to be more involved with the High School and or Middle 
School?  Would you like to be able to bring more educational programs to 
our schools?  There are a few parents that have been working on forming a 
MS/HS PTO.  The main focuses for this group would be to provide channels 
of communication between parents and school, getting the students 
together more and helping both the parents and students with the transition 
from Elementary to Middle School and Middle School to High School.  This 
year we accomplished one of our goals of having a Middle School Yearbook.  
We have talked about having a Norse 5K possibly around St. Patty’s Day as a 
fundraiser, but we need more help! 

We have already raised some funds, but we will need a PTO board to make      
decisions on how to spend the money.  Are you interested?  Please contact   
Christine Koman at christine.koman@gmail.com  

NORSE THEATER
High School Theater students along with directors Jeff Reeths and Toni Seyferth 
mentored young thespians to Light Up the Stage At a CHILDREN’S THEATRE  
WORKSHOP on Saturday, May 10, from 9am-11am.  Everyone had a great time!!! 
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The Last Graduation
by Abbey Vermeulen 

Every year, relieved high school seniors file into the North Muskegon gymnasium, 
both anxious and simultaneously thrilled to be following the path of every senior 
before them. This year, the ceremony was filled with moving messages from 
school board members, messages from mothers, speeches from four of North 
Muskegon’s finest gentlemen, and even the performance of an original musical 
piece. The seniors were sent off with North Muskegon finesse. 

The ceremony began with the traditional Pomp and Circumstance Processional 
performed by the high school band and orchestra, and each senior strode down 
the main aisle, surrounded by family, friends, and staff. Principal Heidi Sunderhaft 
Christiansen then delivered a welcoming message, and president of the National 
Honor Society, Maria Corradin, led the crowd in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

As is customary at commencement, select members of the Board of Education 
deliver a message to the graduating class. However, the speeches delivered by Ms. 
Darlene Witham and Ms. Anne Tyson were special this year. They were speaking 
to their own daughters, as Katherine Tyson and Natalie Witham were sitting in the 
crowd of caps and gowns. Ms. Witham spoke of life lessons to guide the students 
through the summer into their adult lives. Ms. Tyson moved the conversation 
toward Norsemen pride, and the camaraderie of the graduating class. After these 
wise words and opening remarks from the Board of Education, Mr. Burek called 
back his students to play in the band/orchestra for the last time. They performed 
the Procession of Nobles, and the sound was full and bittersweet.

Next, the time arrived to invite the students chosen to represent their class in 
presenting senior speeches. The class of 2014 chose four charismatic young men 
to deliver messages. The first was Brody Scott- well known for achievement in the 
area of athletics, having been chosen to represent North Muskegon in the 2014 
Student Showcase. His speech consisted of personality and fond remembrance of 
time spent well at the North Muskegon with his class. Aidan Rhyndress followed 
him with commentary on the memories shared at North Muskegon, such as 
elementary recess memories, to which the class erupted in laughter.  

The next presenter was Garrett Rebone, who upon reaching the podium, removed 
his cap and put on his favorite snapback, wanting his class to see him now the 
way they would remember him. His speech took a unique turn toward thanking 
the parents of the senior class, and even personally addressing his own. Stephen 
Pallante’s speech focused on thanking the staff of North Muskegon who invested 
in education with such dedication. Each speaker aroused a fond remembrance of 
some individual facet of North Muskegon life for the senior class. 

As the crowd allowed the messages to sink in, the Norse Singers were invited up 
front to perform for the last time as the group of 2014. Bright colors of the choir 
were united by blue and gold caps and gowns. They sang with full sound, fluid 
hands, collective breath, and caused a welling of the eyes and heart. The choir 
performed In My Life/Africa and Friends. The candid lyrics and moving sound 
brought to the surface the reality of the evening. These students would never again 
sing here, and in their final performance, they were singing as friends.  

To top such an emotional part of the service, an accomplished North Muskegon 
senior was invited to the stage. After a small introduction, Showcase Showstopper 
Award winner Jesse Dunn was invited up to perform an original piece written for his 
classmates. The words were poignant, and the music even more so. The piece was 
entitled “Between the Lakes”.  

Finally, the moment arrived for which the seniors had been dreaming the entire 
year- the presentation of the seniors. The class president, Christian Ramirez, 
called the names of each proud senior to receive his/her diploma. They walked 
on the stage encouraged by the support from family members and friends. When 
all seniors were back at their seats with the document symbolizing success 
after twelve years of education in their hands, Superintendent Dr. Curt Babcock 
officially pronounced them graduated. The high school band performed the March 
Processional as the seniors left the gymnasium surrounded by loving family 
members eager to see them. Leaving their school, the students’ energy resonated 
with their class song: “It’s time to begin.” 

Norse POPS presents 
On Broadway
On May 1st -3rd the North Muskegon Choir performed 4 shows. The 
program was a culmination of hundreds of hours of preparation not 
only by the choir, but also volunteers. Numerous parent volunteers 
helped with everything from sewing the costumes to taking tickets at 
the door. The show On Broadway was a cover of different musicals like 
Rent, Grease and Little Shop of Horrors. The choir performed songs 
such as Born to Hand Jive, Men in Tights and The Mad Hatter. 
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We engage students at all age levels to explore different aspects of Science, 
Technology and Engineering.  We do this by participating in the FIRST® Robotics 
program which is a nationwide organization aimed at exposing students to Science 
and Engineering.  This program tasks student teams, with the help from adult 
mentors from industry, to design and build robots which can perform pre-described 
tasks. The culmination of this design and build process are regional, state and 
national competitions where student teams collaborate and compete.  It has been 
called the ‘Super Bowl of 
Smarts’. 

Elementary and Middle 
School Students take 
part in the FIRST® 
LEGO League challenge 
(FLL) while High School 
students participate in 
the FIRST® Robotics 
Competition (FRC).  
Both programs offer 
team members many 
opportunities to learn 
hands-on skills in areas such as electrical & mechanical design, business & 
marketing, team building and many more.  “I can’t believe I’m actually using this 
math I’ve just learned on our robot” was a recent quote by one of our high school 
members. 

The focus of this organization is not to win some prize but to educate our future 
science and technology leaders so that they may create and sustain a better 

world tomorrow.  What these students do today and learn today will affect all of us 
tomorrow.  Hence our motto: Today M.A.R.S. Tomorrow … The World.  This video 
explains FIRST Robotics better than words: http://youtu.be/i1QyM9WTF18 

FLL LEGO League Team 
(Mini Rovers): 
Anna Cook (5th Grade OV), 
Kayla Cook (5th Grade OV), 
Geordan Cordle (5th Grade NM), 
Christopher Erndteman (5th 
Grade NM), Nicholas Gerstweiler 
(7th Grade NM), Harrison 
McIntosh (7th Grade), Matt 

Reynold (5th Grade RP), Jacob Uganski (7th Grade RP), Andrew Uriarte (7th Grade 
RP), Nick Williams (7th Grade NM). 

This year, students in the FLL program had to deal with ‘Nature’s Fury’.  A study on 
the destructive nature of our planet and how we can better prepare, survive and 
rebuild.  The M.A.R.S. Mini Rovers came up with a concept of deploying a self-
contained emergency radio system that does not rely on existing infrastructures 
and is designed to provide emergency communication for communities that 
are struck by a natural disaster.  Their LEGO robots had to contend with many 
of nature’s simulated elements during their competitions.  At their regional 
competition they won the team spirit award and the gracious professionalism 
award and once again advanced to the state competition.  There they won the robot 
programming award for their advanced programming strategies. 

FRC High School Team 
(Rovers): 
Alex Basaj (WH), Jeremy Bos 
(NM), Trevor Ferry (OV), Jessica 
Gerstweiler (NM), Joshua Greiner 
(NM), Nicole Hamilton (OV), 
Nicholas Kortman (OV), Kameron 
Nelski (OV), Marquis Petty (NM), 
Lillian Wilke-Jones (NM), Anthony 
Uriarte (NM), Kang Hyun You (MC) 

This year, students in the FRC program had to design a robot that could pick-up, 
transport, catch and shoot a 2ft diameter ball.  New in this year’s challenge was 
that three robots from different teams had to work together by assisting each 
other in moving the ball from one end of the court to the other.  There was a lot 
of defensive play and offensive play on both sides of the alliances.  The M.A.R.S. 
Rovers built a robot that was very agile using a 6-wheel drive base that carried 
a pickup arm and a pneumatic shooter.  At their regional competitions they won 
awards for safety, Engineering Excellence, and Control Systems Design.  They also 
made it into the playoff round at each of their regional competitions.  

We Need You: 
We are currently recruiting new students and mentors for the FRC level.  If you 
are a student who is 14 years or older and want to get involved in science and 
technology, or have an artistic ability such as graphics or audio and video we want 
to hear from you.  If you are an adult and want to help out in any capacity, big or 
small, we would also love to hear from you. 

Contact: Michael Gerstweiler, 231-286-4957 
mike1@team4004.com

Greetings 
from 
M.A.R.S.  
(Muskegon Area 
     Robotics Students)! 
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Students 
of the 
Month
The following high school students were selected student 
of the month based on the following criteria: Academic 
excellence, selection of rigorous courses, models of great 
character and integrity, involvement in school related 
groups, clubs, activities, work ethic and overall dedication 
to learning and demonstration of leadership.

September: Andrea Fairfield and Stephen Pallante

October: Matthew Hanley and Aidan Rhyndress

November: Allesandro Lebano and Jeremy Bos

December: Jacob Walton and Cyndi Seifert

January: Justin Fairfield and Nakeah Brown

February: Abigail Clark and Famke Berendsen

March: Cassidy Butler and Kaitlyn Wright

April: Tristan Budd and Elyse Hossink

May: Jamarrah Davis and Samantha Stein

French Cooking 
On May 5, 2014 Madame 
Billock brought a new class 
to the spring “fun-mester”. 
All who have taken a class 
with Madame will know that 
even with a small amount of 
time, she will cram as much 
information and knowledge 
as she can.  The class 
consisted of a packet with 
88 French cooking terms, 
planting herbs, creating 
flyers and invitations, 

learning how to cook, serving and cooking an entire French dinner at the restaurant 
Mia and Grace, tasting French food from Cichetti, a reflection paper. We ended the 
year by watching the movie Julie and Julia which tells the story of the famous cook 
Julia Child, and by cooking our own French dish to share with our classmates. The 
class was open to anyone, not just French and Spanish students.  

We learned culture, flipped crepes, and had fun along the way. While sometimes, 
as students, we wished that Madame would let up on the amount of knowledge 
she wants us to know, we realize just how much we’ve learned when we’re done.  
When you take time to learn a culture different from your own, it becomes obvious 
how huge the world really is. The purpose of the French cooking class was to learn 
a new culture, inspire students to travel, explore, and try new things.  

Students learning how to cut onions 

last year’s 
Earnings:

$8,262.40

last year’s 
Mileage:

762.77
miles

class
winner:

Mrs. kolkema
$982.40

gear up for the 3rd annual 
fund-Racer fall 2014
• NEW this year – Donations thru PayPal
• 100% of these funds goes DIRECTLY to the school
• Healthy, fit, fun way to raise money
• Distance and Fundraising Awards

$$$ Help Support PTO Events!

  • Father/Daughter Dance
  • Mother/Son Event
  • School/Teacher Needs
  • Supplies
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Growing
and Using 
Local Foods 
French and Spanish Cuisine Class Utilized AP Environmental Science 
Class’s Herbs from Optimum Growth Experiments for Cooking! 

Ms. Johnson’s AP 
Environmental Science 
Class attended a Muskegon 
River Watershed meeting, 
and grew various herbs and 
plants including: basil, chives, 
cilantro, mint, oregano, parsley, 
peppers, and tomatoes. Caring 
for their plants brought joy to 
students everyday.

The environmental science students started growing the plants during 
the winter in the greenhouse. The experiment taught them how 
manipulating variables produced different outcomes and allowed them 
to discover the optimal conditions for garden plants. By growing herbs 
in a school garden, students learned the feasibility of creating a more 
sustainable food system. Cooking with food that is locally grown adopts 
dietary behaviors that reflect concern about individual, environmental, 
and community health.  

The French cuisine class teamed 
up with the AP Environmental 
Science class to use and learn 
about the herbs they grew from a 
science experiment (see story on 
previous page).

Students from North Muskegon 
Spanish Class hosted an event 
called “Cena Teatro” where they 

performed Spanish skits and songs along with a Spanish based dinner. 
Spanish Cuisine students went to the farmers’ market to buy locally 
grown foods and flowers for the event. The students created their own 
skits and translations to Spanish songs to perform at the event. Some 
of the herbs they used for cooking were from the AP Environmental 
Science class’s herb garden. 

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT 
The High school 
Publication class held 
a 5k fundraiser on May 
17th.  The theme was 
light up the night.  We had 
about 100 participants 
come out the night of 
May 17th to run through 
the streets of North 
Muskegon.  

Pop Tops 
The Spanish Club delivered 150 pounds of pop tabs to the West 
Michigan Ronald McDonald House in Grand Rapids, MI on Wednesday, 
June 4th.   (This equates to $75.00.)  The pop tab collection is a 
philanthropic activity the Spanish Club at North Muskegon has been 
participating in for nearly two decades.  The Spanish Club would like 
to thank North Muskegon families and community members for their 
support of collecting pop tabs throughout the year.  The RMH staff 
was very excited to receive the boxes full of 1,000’s of tiny aluminum 
pop tabs “This will help us so much!”-RMH volunteer staff.  While at 
RMH the students were given a tour of the facility, learned how RMH 
operates and how we can continue to help families in need.  Please 
continue to collect the pop tabs throughout the summer months and 
drop them off to one of the school offices in September.   

Gracias (Thank you!) North Muskegon Spanish Club
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