
  

 

  

Blind to His Favor by Tim Potendyk 

  
My name is Tim Potendyk and I am 

now a Prisoner of Purpose. How I got to 
this point in my life has been an adven-
ture. Ending up at Oxford Camp has 
been a real blessing in my life and I  feel 
God saved me by sending me here. This 
adventure could have had a much differ-
ent ending, but this has been a spiritual 
and life-changing event. 

I had a Norman Rockwell type of life, 
raised in a home with two loving par-
ents. Peoria Heights was a small working 
class community in Illinois, with an out-
standing school system that provided its 
youth many opportunities. We were a 
typical sports family in the 1970's; family 
events revolved around baseball and 
basketball. Growing up we never had 
much, yet we always had enough and I 
watched my parents make sacrifices for 
their four children.  My adolescent years 
were happy, surrounded by like friends 
and families. Things such as work ethic, 
discipline, and teamwork were taught 
daily on the court or diamond, and we 
were expected to give 110%.  Amazingly, 
religion was rarely discussed amongst 
ourselves as we did not attend church 
during my teen years. 

In college, I met a wonderful girl and 
we were married five years later. Val has 
been my soul mate and best friend since 
I was 18 years old. She has blessed me in 
more ways than she can ever imagine, 
including giving me two beautiful daugh-
ters, Brooke and Courtney.  These three 
girls have been put through a lot be-
cause of my actions. We went from hav-
ing everything, to seemingly nothing 
overnight. They have persevered 
throughout this ordeal and have been 
blessed in many ways. I am proud of 
them beyond words.   

After college I entered the coatings 
industry and my career took off. The 
Lord was blessing my life and I had no 
idea. I was blind to His favor. Over a 
span of seven years I quickly rose from 

store manager to division vice-president. 
Val and I were living a great life, but I 

never once thanked God for the bless-
ings He had bestowed upon me and my 
family. I was prideful and didn't realize 
it. We had built a big house; we had the 
boat; and we took exotic vacations. As 
the years progressed and my profession-
al success progressed, unfortunately so 
did my ego. Crediting all of my success 
to me, I was a ticking time bomb. After 
seventeen years in the coatings industry, 
I wanted a new challenge.  

I was falsely worshipping position, 
power, and money. I left the position 
that was my calling and took a national 
position with a company in the medical 
device industry. That false worship drew 
me to this company and it was a disas-
ter. The owner of the company was 
feeding my love of money with cash bo-
nuses for basically doing nothing, then 
after nine months I left and entered a 
very dangerous situation. 

My love of money, power, and posi-
tion, gave me the bright idea to start my 
own business and become a millionaire. 
So I started my own medical device com-
pany, and hired employees as if the 
company had the revenue to support 
their salary. It was a constant battle 
from the beginning, and suddenly I real-
ized what no one had ever taught 
me......how to fail. Nor had I been taught 
how to succeed biblically.  I did not even 
know there was any such thing as bibli-
cal success. After about four years in 
business I needed more capital to ex-
pand so I could grow the company to the 
levels I desired. I sought and received 
some investment money, but I was 
putting the funds back into the company 
for product development expenses.  
Those funds were going out faster than I 
could put them in. I was determined to 
keep the company afloat because I knew 
it was going to 'pay off in the end'. Not 
once did I ever look to God for help or 
realize He tried to get my attention on 
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Day to Day 

Greetings from FPC Oxford and 
Prisoners of Purpose. The body has 
been very busy here lately as we 
have begun studying 'Milk for Believ-
ing' course taught by Brother Thom-
as on Wednesday nights. Everyone is 
very excited and has been very edi-
fied by this first phase of the PofP 
curriculum. We have also begun a 
new series on Saturday evenings on 
"Overcoming Emotions That De-
stroy", a video series by Pastor Chip 
Ingram. Ted Cardenas has graciously 
agreed to moderate this class.  

On Saturday August 8th, we had 
our latest 'Standing in the Gap' cere-
mony. It was well attended and gave 
the men of the body here a chance 
to express their thanks to all those 
who have assisted us, in one form or 
another during our absence from our 
families. It was an emotional, but 
Spirit-filled time of testimony. 

We have been blessed here to 
have a vibrant and active group of 
men who love the Lord and seek to 
do His will. We continue to plan and 
seek God’s guidance in all we do dai-
ly. We feel all the prayers offered up 
on our behalf and are most grateful. 
Until next quarter ... thank you and 
God Bless!   PofP 
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several occasions. He was trying to get to me through sever-
al friends and family, but I was blind to His favor and I was 
determined to get out of this my way, not His. I was running 
the business and involved with community activities in East 
Peoria, Illinois. My parents told me to slowdown.  God was 
using them to warn me and I was ignoring Him. 

It all came to an end when the FBI walked into my office in 
2010.  People truly wanted to help me, but I was still going 
to hide the truth and do this my way. I thought I did not 
need anyone's help because everything I was ever involved 
in always worked out for my benefit. So the deception con-
tinued and I was dying inside, as I deceived my family and 
friends. 

I reported to Oxford Federal Prison Camp on May 15, 
2012 full of hurt and anger. Angry at God because He did this 
to me. Didn't He know my true intentions were never mali-
cious? Didn't He know my heart? Yes, He knew my heart but 
I had never made the effort to know His. I had never leaned 
on Christ for direction in my life and I was now angry with 
Him. 

My first evening at this camp, I met brother Eric Merkle. 
We began walking together on the track and he offered me 
scripture and advice based on the Word of God. I had to for-
give everyone that I thought put me in this situation, most of 
all myself. I also needed to repent for I had lived a sinful life. 
Plus, I had to begin asking my family and friends for their 
forgiveness by telling them the whole truth. I will never for-
get the blessings received from family and friends by their 
forgiveness. It was amazing how much better I felt after the 
burden of guilt was lifted off my shoulders. This is a process 
that will not end until I have paid off my restitution, with 
God’s help. I feel as if I have left the wide path, with all my 
baggage and guilt, and left it at the entrance to the narrow 
path. Now, I see His favor in the small things that reveal His 
bigger purpose for my life. 

I also began to pray daily for the first time in my life. I 
have consistently prayed for the safety and health of my 
family and friends until I return home. Anytime I knew any of 
them were facing a situation at home, I would always lift 
them up in daily prayer. When these prayers were answered 
(and they always were), I made sure to give God thanks. I 
looked to the Word daily for guidance, and became involved 
in Prisoners of Purpose bible studies where I learned more 
about God’s plan for my life. 

God enabled me to see that although I thought I was a 
good husband and father, I could be so much better. I need-
ed to be the spiritual leader of the family that husbands are 
called to be. I had failed miserably in this area, but now I 
could see the importance of this role. This time of trial will 
all be worth it if just one other businessman or woman reads 
this testimony and thinks "this could be me". NEVER com-
promise your honesty, integrity, or ethics. Lean on the Lord 
and ask for His guidance in all matters. The answers reside in 
His Word and nothing is too big or too small to reveal and 
receive His favor. I am humbled to be a Prisoner of Purpose. 

       PofP 
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On the Home Front  by Rick Rogers 
  
The following is an update on one of our fellow Pris-

oners of Purpose (Rick Rogers) who left Oxford FPC in 
the spring of 2013. He relates his experiences, expecta-
tions, trials and how God has moved in his life since his 
release..... 

I could not wait for my re-entry from Oxford and had 
great anticipations of what it would be like to be back 
with my family. The problem was that I did not antici-
pate the adjustment to change which can be a bit of a 
spiritual letdown. I had forgotten how busy the world is, 
and didn't realize my time would be spread very thin. It 
would take me away from my bible reading and prayer 
time too frequently.  I think it would have been better 
not to have had any preconceived notions of what was 
to come. I should have simply enjoyed my new time with 
my family moment by moment (which I did learn to do). 
The adjustment time was not very long and I found my 
balance in worship, family, and work—all for the glory of 
God. The amazing part was that while I had lost nearly 
everything I had built in my life prior to prison, I still had 
my family, brothers and sisters in Christ, my home and 
most of all,-the Holy Spirit. 

God has blessed me since my release, by growing my 
love for my family and appreciating them more each mo-
ment I have with them. It is a kind of "you don't know 
what you have until it is gone" feeling, I guess. There's 
nothing like being part of a family who serves the Lord, 
loves you and is willing to receive the love you give. The 
amazing part was that they saw the real me and my in-
tent and desire to do what was best for everyone (it was 
my methods and a greedy bank that landed me at Ox-
ford). So I have been blessed to continue to be the spir-
itual head of my home and have their love and respect 
despite my natural circumstances.  

Only God can do this for someone who was as broken 
as me. Because I love Jesus, I adhere to His word and 
serve Him in all I do. The results have been abundant 
blessings in my life. During my departure, my electronics 
installation company reduced in size while my wife’s 
general contracting business grew to the point of need-
ing my assistance.  This change allowed me to close an 
office and have the time needed to help run her compa-
ny.  We are both able to work from home and spend 
quality time together during work since we are both 
spread so thin. 

This in turn freed up 2 old company vans that we now 
use in "Be the Church Ministries" which is a 501(c)(3) 
charity we founded a few years ago. We are able to re-
ceive household goods and furniture from those who 
have and distribute them to those in need. While we 
intended this to serve and bless others, we have been 
blessed by this ministry more than anything. It may start 
with a couch, but always ends with Jesus. The donor's 
hearts are seen and changed when they find out where 
their things go (and why), and the recipients get the ne-
cessities knowing it is from our Lord through His people. 
Donors and recipients  

(Continued on page 3) 

“He knew my heart, but I had 

never made the effort to know 

His.” 
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Counting the Cost  by Dave Bartels 

 
Not a day goes by when we, as Chris-

tians, don't see a report on the evening 
news concerning the raging debate over 
same-sex marriage. As this nation moves 
further and further from the biblical 
principles it was founded on, those who 
still stand on those principles are coming 
under increasing attack for their faith. As 
a ministry we take a much longer, and 
biblical view on this topic than the secu-
lar world. As purposed stewards, we are 
mandated by God to live out our faith 
day-to-day as transformed men and 
women, walking in obedience to the will 
of our creator. Some of us are uniquely 
positioned to have stared at the wrong 
side of the law and we know how it feels 
to come under judgment from a worldly 
court. Our brothers and sisters in the 
faith are coming under just such a judg-
ment, only for a most righteous cause. 

The Apostle Paul tells us that we are 
called to share in suffering for the faith, 
and in this country the suffering has just 
begun. Recently, a host of U.S. citizens 
have been targeted for prosecution— 
from a florist in Washington, a court 
clerk in Kentucky, to a bakery owner re-
fusing to make a cake for a same-sex 
wedding. 

The attacks will only continue as our 
adversaries are emboldened by the re-
cent U.S. Supreme Court decision. Faith-
ful Christians are finding themselves in a 
court of law accused of intolerance, hate
-speech, discrimination, and a host of 
other crimes. In none of these cases 
were homosexual men and women 
abused, hated, or treated maliciously. As 
followers of Christ, we always look to 
become more like the one we follow 

every day and that includes loving our 
neighbors regardless of their sexual ori-
entation. 

In Romans 12:9, scripture commands 
us to love sincerely, but Paul also tells us 
two verses later to keep our spiritual 
fervor and serve the Lord. As the body of 
the church, we must always keep in 
mind Matt. 22:37-39.  There, Jesus com-
mands us firstly to love the Lord with all 
your heart, soul and mind; then secondly 
to love your neighbor. The ruler of this 
world would have us reverse that order, 
putting the created before the creator. 
This idolatry is what our very carnal 
world uses to justify same-sex marriage. 
So as Christ-followers we recognize the 
sovereignty of God and His word above 
anything or anyone else. Those stewards 
who have stood up and said 'we will 
honor God first' are being labeled as ex-
tremist, and intolerant. 

In truth, none of their actions are ex-
treme when viewed through the lens of 
scripture and the Holy Spirit. Believers 
acting in the love of Christ are more 
rightly concerned about God's tolerance 
than the intolerance of men. The perse-
cuting responses of those in error are 
the costs of our convictions. It may not 
feel good to our flesh, but we pay it glad-
ly.  The word is clear that the old order 
of things will pass away and that God's 
tolerance for a disobedient and sinful 
world will run out. In the end, His judg-
ment will fall on “the cowardly, unbe-
lievers, the vile, murderers, the sexually 
immoral, those who practice magic arts, 
idolaters, and all liars" (Rev. 21:8a NIV). 

My friends, we stand at a pivotal mo-
ment when we must count the cost of 
living a life in complete obedience to 
Christ (Luke 14:28). Many have already 

decided, many more have yet to do so. A 
very vocal minority in this country have 
seized upon the spiritual weakness and 
apathy of the majority, including some 
who profess to obedience to Christ: to 
deceive them into believing this 'life 
choice' is just. It is in love that we count 
the cost and stand up for biblical truth. 
We are called in love to be 'salt and light' 
to a dark world. Some have willingly 
stepped forward and answered this chal-
lenge after having placed their future 
firmly into the hands of Christ.  

Our job as believers is not to con-
demn individuals but to rightly discern 
and judge behavior that simply does not 
line up with the word. All Christians 
must look to the word, for as John said 
"[I]n the beginning was the word, and 
the word was with God, and the word 
was God" (John 1:1 NIV). We suffer for 
the word. We love the word because we 
love our creator: the author and finisher 
of our faith. 

This is just the beginning, the winds of 
persecution, ungodliness, mockery, and 
idolatry are starting to blow.  

Will you stand up against the raging 
torrent of secular humanism? Christians, 
we are being tested right now-
livelihoods destroyed, imprisonments, 
and sufferings of every kind. Will you 
count the cost, and yet persevere? Stand 
resolute and find peace in Paul's words 
for the glory of God. "we also glory in 
our sufferings, because suffering produc-
es perseverance: perseverance charac-
ter: and character hope, and hope does 
not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured out into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been 
given to us" (Rom. 5:3-5 NIV). AMEN. 

           PofP 

(Continued from page  2) 

On The Home Front 

become part of the ministry and are able 
to serve, fellowship and share in many 
ways. It's been a blessing to be part of 
something so much greater than us and 
it is growing beyond our wildest dreams. 

So, expecting everything to be back to 
where it was before prison was not what 
happened, but God's plan brought a 
higher meaning to my life. He has 
blessed me with the necessities of life, a 
new look on what is important, freed me 
from worldly desires, grows me in minis-

try to serve Him, kept my family intact, 
and provided for all my needs spiritually. 
I am studying to get my chaplaincy and 
teaching a perpetual "Biblical Jobs for 
Life" class in order to educate, comfort, 
and encourage others because of my 
testimony and desire for everyone to 
know Jesus. Never in a million years 
would I have asked this for my life's jour-
ney, but never in a million years would I 
change it. Gods plan is always better 
than mine.  

PofP 

 

 

 

Oxford Alumnus Rick Rogers preparing to teach a 
Jobs for Life session @ Calvary Church in Orland Park, IL. 

(Photo by mcomptonphotos0509) 

"It may start with a couch, but it always ends with Jesus"  



4 

 

 
CAPTIVITY CORNER 

Are You Equipped?   by Bart Rusk  

I have had many conversations with 
fellow inmates as they prepare to leave 
this prison camp. They tell me they have 
served their time and are ready to go 
back into society. I catch myself asking 
them “are you equipped?” They feel 
they may be ready to leave prison, but 
are they equipped to be a positive influ-
ence in their communities? 

One of the definitions for 'equipped' is 
'to be rigged for service'. I feel we must 
constantly check ourselves to see if we 
are rigged to serve our Lord. (Read 2 Cor. 
13:5). We should build our lives on God's 
word, and build His Word into our lives. 
The apostle Paul tells us "all scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God 
may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work." (2Tim. 3:16-17 NIV). God's 
word tells us how to live for Him and 
serve Him. Why do we need to be 
equipped to serve God? 

Firstly, we need to equip ourselves 
with God's word so that we may be 
strengthened in Him who loves us. Jesus 
tells us, “[A]s for everyone who comes to 
me and hears my words and puts them 
into practice, I will 
show you what 
they are like. They 
are like a man 
building a house, 
who dug down deep 
and laid the founda-
tion on rock. When a flood came, the 
torrent struck that house but could not 
shake it, because it was well built. But 
the one who hears my words and does 
not put them into practice is like a man 
who built a house on the ground without 
a foundation. The moment the torrent 
struck that house, it collapsed and its 
destruction was complete.” (Luke 6:47-
49 NIV).  

The word of God tells us it is not a 
question of whether the storms will 
come or not, but simply when. God's 
word strengthens us in Him and gives us 
that foundation to make sound deci-
sions. We are then able to face the 
storms of life and overcome them. 

Secondly, we need to equip ourselves 
with God's word so that we may commit 
ourselves to the great commission. Jesus 

said "[A]ll authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Therefore, 
go and make disciples of all na-
tions…” (Matt. 28: 18-19 NIV). We have 
been called to go make disciples and to 
spread the gospel of Christ. This is our 
true purpose in this life. How do we be-
come equipped with God's word? 

We start by asking God to allow His 
Holy Spirit to internalize the word and 
write it on the tablet of our hearts. We 
read and study the Bible, which tell us to 
"do your best to present yourself to God 
as one approved, a worker who does not 
need to be ashamed and who correctly 
handles the word of Truth" (2 Tim. 2:15 
NIV). To handle the Word of Truth care-
fully we must study the Bible and cor-
rectly interpret it in context. We need to 
memorize God’s word. We need to 
hearken to God's word.  

Paul states "[C]onsequently, faith 
comes from hearing the message, and 
the message is heard through the word 
about Christ” (Rom. 10:17 NIV). We must 
take God's great message of salvation to 
others, so they can learn of the gospel. 
How will our loved ones or our neighbors 
hear about it unless we tell them?  The 
Bible also tells us in Hebrews, "[A]nd 
without faith it is impossible to please 
God because anyone who comes to Him 
must believe that he exists and that he 

rewards those who 
earnestly seek 
him" (Heb. 11:6 
NIV). 
Lastly, we must 

meditate on God's 
word. The Lord charged Joshua to suc-
ceed Moses as Israel's leader. God told 
Joshua to “[K]eep this Book of the Law 
always on your lips, meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to 
do everything written in it. Then you will 
be prosperous and successful".  (Josh. 
1:8 NIV). Joshua went on to lead the Isra-
elites into their God-given homeland.  

Clearly we see that the word of God 
strengthens us in Christ and thereby 
equips us to handle any situation we 
may face in this life.  The Bible tells us in 
Hebrews, "[F]or the word of God is alive 
and active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to divid-
ing soul and spirit, joint and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 
heart". (Heb. 4:12 NIV). 

God's word reveals who we are and 
who we are not. It enters the very es-

sence of our moral and spiritual life. We 
must not only learn from the word but 
we need to let it shape our lives.  Let's 
start equipping ourselves today, so that 
when we leave this physical captivity, we 
leave rigged for service to Him. 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus be 
with you all.       PofP 

The FREE PofP Re-Entry Planning  and 

Spiritual Formation Course will be 

available soon to any institution, 

group or individual who would like to 

begin a relentless pursuit of God’s 

purpose. Reserve your copy at http://

prisonersofpurpose.org/connect-with-

us/ or write  P.O. Box 68, Hammond, 

Indiana 46325 for further info. 

AVAILABLE SOON!!! 

Reserve your free copy of the  

PofP Re-Entry Planning Course 

Believe. Follow. 

Serve. Steward. 

Let's start equipping ourselves today, so 

that when we leave this physical capti-

vity, we leave rigged for service to Him. 

http://prisonersofpurpose.org/connect-with-us/
http://prisonersofpurpose.org/connect-with-us/
http://prisonersofpurpose.org/connect-with-us/
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EDITOR’S PAGE 
In the summer of 2012, we received the vision of Prison-

ers of Purpose and for three (3) years we have been blessed 
by the favor of God, in the form of the unprecedented coop-
eration of the federal prison camp authorities at Oxford, 
Wisconsin.  Although we were not a recognized inmate or-
ganization, we were permitted to use the camp facilities and 
its computer equipment to hold meetings; outline and devel-
op a faith-based Re-Entry Planning Curriculum; prepare 
meeting agenda and minutes; print Bible teaching materials; 
and generally hone the vision and message of PofP Minis-
tries.  In short, to become a prisoner-to-prisoner Christian 
ministry that reaches beyond the physical walls of incarcera-
tion. 

A ministry preaching the mes-
sage of transformation and spir-
itual formation through the 
Word of God.  A ministry extol-
ling the virtues of a captivity to 
Jesus Christ which overcomes 
the debris and destruction of 
sinful choices; annihilates the 
evils of recidivism; and combats 
the marginalization of citizens 
returning to society after a peri-
od of incarceration.  Perfecting 
our captivity to Jesus Christ is 
our purpose and our theme.   

We take this moment to pub-
licly give thanks to our Lord for 
favor with the prison administra-
tion and for their trust and coop-
eration.  There are so many oth-
ers we express our gratitude to 
in this season of Thanksgiving.  
In particular, there is a group of 
Florida retirees, believers in the 
Word, who have been staunch supporters of PofP.  They 
have faithfully prayed for the vision since Day One and even 
donated the funds which permitted us to form our legal 
structure and obtain tax-exempt status.  Mr. Don Wester-
hoff, Mrs. Barbara Merkle and those to whom you have 
planted the seed of PofP, we salute you for refusing to see 
us as disposable goods, but as spiritual resources in God’s 
kingdom…worthy of His captivity.  We resolve to be faithful 
stewards of the grace God permitted you to extend to us.  (1 
Pet. 4:10). 

Now, in the fall of 2015, we embark upon the next phase 
of faithful stewardship of the grace the Father has given to 
us.  You are looking at a milestone in the Prisoners of Pur-
pose ministry. This is our first newsletter published outside 

of Oxford Federal Prison Camp. It is so humbling and inspir-
ing to witness how God’s plan comes together, simply 
through our obedience.  In this case, through the obedience 
of men who have been legally adjudged as disobedient to 
the values and mores of man.   

Only our God, who takes the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wisdom of man, would choose to take those 
who have been cast into the belly of society’s sea of for-
getfulness and make them to be messengers of purpose to 
themselves and society in general: heralding every person’s 
need for spiritual captivity to His purpose.    

Although this newsletter will be published “beyond the 
walls”, it  will continue to represent the movement of God 

within the hearts of those who are ex-
periencing a natural incarceration.  All 
of the articles shall come from within 
the hearts of those “inside the walls”. 
However, we will have a regular fea-
ture called “On the Home Front” which 
will be authored by or concerning 
those who have “matriculated” from 
incarceration or family members, 
friends or other partakers with an edi-
fying story of transformation connect-
ed to incarceration.  So, if you or 
someone you know on the outside has 
such a story or testimony, please feel 
free to contact our editorial staff.  
   Every PofP newsletter shall be availa-
ble at  www.prisonersofpurpose.org or 
can be directly sent to your email ad-
dress, if you subscribe at the same site. 
Shortly, we shall begin publishing a 
Spanish version of “Beyond The Walls” 
as well.   We welcome any suggestions 
our readers (within or beyond the 

walls) may have concerning this publication and ministry.  It 
is the vision of PofP Ministry to have an effective presence at 
every correctional or “at risk” facility in the world.  Let us 
know how we can come alongside you or your loved ones, as 
we all perfect our captivity to His purpose.    PofP 

Excerpt from  
RESOLUTION OF A PRISONER OF PURPOSE 

 
BE IT RESOLVED THEREFORE that I, a prisoner of 
Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, pro-
claim that: 
 
I WILL gladly, humbly and freely submit to the cap-
tivity of His Word and accept Jesus Christ's 
"mandatory minimum sentence," to wit:  
 
1) Repent. (Luke 11:29;13:3);  
2) Be Baptized with His Spirit (John 3:3-6; Matt. 3:11; 
 Acts 1:5);  
3) Take up my cross daily. (Luke 9:23; Matt. 11:37-
 38);  
4) Follow Him. (John 1:43; Luke 9:2);  
5) Love God with all of my heart, mind, and soul. 
 (Matt. 22:37-40);  
6) Love one another. (John 13:34-35);  
7) Make disciples of others. (Matt. 28:20). 
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