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Dave Bartels 
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My name is Dave Bartels, I currently am halfway through my federal sentence at 
Oxford FPC and I am a Prisoner of Purpose. I have spent the last 20 mos. perfecting my 
heart change through Jesus Christ. My time here has been the most intensive spiritual 
boot camp anyone could have devised. I am beyond blessed to have a God who loved 
me enough to give me this opportunity. I can assure you this is not how I felt when a 
federal agent showed up at my door 4 years ago. I really should not have been surprised. 
I loved my family, but had been living a prideful, sinful life without God as my focus. 

I had been walkirig through this world with no regard for the next one. My spiritual 
condition was anemic and sorely lacking. What was worse was I had failed to lead my 
family, to be the godly husband and father God meant me to be; My life had been con
sumed with worldly cares and I was blatantly ignoring what I knew to be right. I was lost. 

Over the course of the next couple of years like many men who have found them
selves in this situation I re-evaluated everything. Mywife, children and I moved to Rock 
Island, Illinois and it was my wife who convinced me to try a local church her mother had 
told her about. All I can say is thank you Jesus for Heritage Church, Pastor John Bray 
and Pastor Tim Howard. Every Sundays' sennon felt tailor made for me ... I would sit 
and hold my wife's hand and just cry. When I talked with her I found out she felt exactly 
the same. I learned that all the pain, guilt, shame, anger (at myself), and hopelessness 
could and should be laid at the foot of the cross. In July of 2011 my wife, daughter, and I 
waded into the water, of the Rock River and died to this world, born anew in Christ. I now 
knew that no matter what, I had a guide, a sustainer of my soul ..... the Holy Spirit. 

As my case progressed I learned that I would most likely be required to plead 
[guilty] and serve prison time coupled with restitution. As I pondered all t4at this meant 
I realized how my sin could spill over into the lives of my family, all of them. I realized 
the enormous toll this had taken on them all and though I knew I was forgiven, I still was 

The Consequences of a Census 
. Donell Thomas 

Scripture Reading: 1 Chronicles 21:1-8 
In first reading 1 Chronicles 21:1-8, I prayerfully con

sidered, what exactly did David do that was so sinful that 
in v.S, he states to God, "I have sinned greatly, because I 
have done this thing; but now, I pray, take away the iniq
uity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly." 
(NKJV) I thought how did Satan stand up against Israel 
by David simply taking a "census" or counting his sol
diers??? The US. Government and every military regime, 
does this same thing not just daily, but hourly, because it 
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A Convicted Hero 
. ~~ (continued from page 1) 

burdened by enormous guilt and shame. I vowed I 
would never again try to live this life without Christ to 
lead and guide my every step. . 

I had to learn to trust, to walk by faith and not 
by sight. I had to learn to forgive, and to accept total 
responsibility for all my transgressions. I began the 
road to repentance with my wife by going to a Chris
tian counselor, by living a life that honored God and 
not my own wants. Forgiveness came in spits and 
spurts, my children, my wife, and little by little I found 
the anger I had harbored slipping away. 

On Sept. 25, 2012, I self-surrendered here and 
was immediately overwhelmed by grief and sadness · all 
over again. I cannot convey the hurt in my heart at 
having to leave my wife and children in the parking lot 
of this place. At first I cried out to God to please help 
me, I told him I was broken and wanted to be His now 
and forever. The funny thing is at the moment of my 
greatest despair He sent me manna to sustain me. I 
had checked in with nothing but my bible marked to 2 

~... Cor. 6:3-10. I read it over and over again. Then He 
sent a humble, unassuming man into my path by the 
name of Eric Merkle. It was at this exact moment my 
existence in this place took a dramatic tum. I was in
vited to church and bible study, but most importantly 
to a 9pm prayer service. It took me a couple days to . 
get my feet under me, but I went and never looked 
back Men like Jerry Jarrett, Wayne fu;ad, Rick Rogers, 
Al Garcia and others helped me see my time here 
through a different lens. Their stories of answered 
prayer, and abundant blessings were inspirational. For 
most of my life even though I believed, I had never 
been able to comprehend the depth of God's love for 
me. It took coming to prison to be set free. I quickly 
realized this was not a 'jailhouse' conversion but a re
newing of my mind, a true hean change. In the midst 
of the darkness of this place I saw only the light of 
God's truth. 

I found in that truth that this is neither about 
me, nor anyone of us for that matter. I had finally 
found what I had been searching fat ..... 1 had found 
purpose. Mywife began to see and hear a different 
man than the one she · had known. Gone were the foul 

~ ... language, quick temper, and crushing worry. My family 
has endured plenty of trials and testing during this time 
but through them all I have experienced peace. As I 
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came into line with God's will for my life, my fami
ly has begun to experience blessings and new 
found peace as well. Mywife, parents, all those 
whom I love have grown closer to Him. 

I strive daily to plant the seed of God's 
word into the hearts of my children as well. I have 
manyyears of bad habits, disobedience, and apathy 
to overcome with them. I feel they both are being 
impacted by my actions here and this spurs me on 
to give them the godly father they deserve. The 
confirmation came one visiting weekend a few 
months ago. My 11-year old daughter gave me a 
heart melting smile and said "I like the new you 
dad ... " Then I was undone when she told me she 
had to write a theme for school about their heroes. 
She told me I was hers, and proudly went on to tell 
me why. Only the power of the HolySpirit and 
the love of Christ could have taken a broken, fallen 
man and created the overcomer who is his little 
girl's hero. 

By now most of you know what Prisoners 
of Purpose is and what our mission is both inside 
these walls and outside. I am humbled to be a pan 
of this ministryas a steward of the dream [vision] 
to reach incarcerated men/ women and their fami
lies to bring themto the knowledge of the Gospel 
of Christ Jesus. I have found great joy in being a 
prisoner of Jesus and bringing hope, faith, and pur
pose to other men in this place. as I rebuild my life 
and relationships outside this place, I do all I can to 
honor Christ and His sacrifice, as well as the daily 
sacrifices of my wife Melissa, and all those who 
love me. 

When I leave this experience for good I 
will exit this place trained, equipped, and driven to 
help others overcome a life of sin and despair. I 
have pledged all that I am and ever will be to con
duct myself as salt and light. As a willing vessel to 
carry the gospel, I am blessed to be the spiritual 
leader of my family, and an example to others in 
similar situations about the transforming power of 
God's Holy purpose on a simple man's heart. 
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Delighted to Be a Prisoner of Purpose 
(confinued from previous page) 

-'OnlY Jesus Christ, who bids us to follow Him, knows our journey's end. 
but we do kllow that it will be a road of boulldless merry. " 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

'The Cost of Discipleship' 1937 

-'The friends of the cross ciffirm that the cross is good alld that works are 
bad, for thlvugh the cross works are undone and the old Adam, whose 
strength is in works, is crucified" 

Martin Luther 

1517 

'Whm I thought of devotillg myse!f elltireiY to you, my God .... it was I 
that wished to do it, a1ld I that wished not to do it. It was I, and sillee I 
1Ieither completelY lvished, nor completelY refused, I fought against "!Jse!! 
and tore myse!fto pieces" 

Augustine 
391 
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Delighted to Be a Prisoner of Purpose 
(continued from previous page) 

Consequences of a Census (continu.ed from page 1) 

just seems so "practicaL" Here at Oxford Prison 
. . Camp, census or counts are taken daily at least 6 times. 

.. ... In the past, many times I took census of my bank ac
count at least 3 times per day and we are even further 
encouraged to constantly review our accounts with the 
various mobile applications, for mobile devices which 
place this information at your fingertips. In the past, it 
was reasoned in my mind that I was simply ensuring 
my budgets, and attempting to be a "good and faithful 
steward." But, my heart like David's in this situation, 
was far away from God, in fact I was totally saturated 
in the natural, very hesitant to sow into anything spir
itual at the time because I was "observing the wind." 
(Ecc. 11:4) 

Many inmates here at Oxford Prison Camp, 
upon meeting you, generally ask you first, and with no 
regard to -what manywould reason would be the gen
eral pleasantries (i.e. -where are you from, the nature of 
your offense, etc.), but the predominate question first 
posed to incoming inmates most often is "how much 
time do you have?" or "How long is your bid?" This 
question along with keeping up on all of the current 
legislature which could potentially affect sentencing, 
parole, or release etc., keeps so many inmates, as it did 

. with David, -when he took count of his troops against 
the direct Word of God, focused on their natural cir

.--... cumstances rather than the purpose God has ordained 
this situation and every other situation in our life to 
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have, to make us draw closer to Him, to trust Him 
more, to cling to His Word and make us more in the 
image and likeness of Jesus Christ. Taking a "census" 
or count in the natural, takes our eyes off the spiritual 
help and equipment available to the body of Christ and 
mentioned in Ephesians 6:13-17. 

Additionally, man's instinctive response to ad
versity is looking for natural help, rather than trusting 
in and relying upon God, and David gave us a very 
poignant example of this. God had previously brought 
David through many seemingly insurmountable battles 
against various foes, namely Goliath and the former 
King of Israel, Saul, who attempted to kill David mul
tiple times. Yet, the snare used by Satan in this in
stance was to draw David's focus away from God, and 
to entice him to focus on his natural surroundings, i.e. 
the number of troops he had in his regime. David was 
falsely led to believe, as did the popular culture at the 
time, that the more troops he had under his command, 
the stronger and more impenetrable his regime was, 
not in the full faith that the same God -who brought 
him through many previous battles against all odds, is 
the same God -who would ensure the success of the 
Israelites as long as David remained obedient In fact, 
David was a covenant-minded man

J 
and boldly reminded 

himself, that because Goliath was C<anuncircumcised 
Philistine," (1 Sam. 17:26) i.e. because he was not in a 
covenant relationship with God, he had absolutely no 
c?ance of defeating him because he planted his faith 
finnlyon the Israelites covenant relationship with 
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~~ Consequences of a Census (continued from previous page) 

God. By David's bold proclamation, it appears he 
thought it to be audacious that Goliath would even 
consider taunting the Israelite people. 

So what was the scheme or tactic Satan used to 
divert David's attention? It was the same snare used 
against many inmates here at Oxford, who focus on 
their release date, and revolve all of their activities 
around this projected date, which at any moment could 
change, but this misdirected focus, causes so many in
mates to pilfer away precious time that could be saturat
ed in drawing closer to God and the purpose He has 
for this situation, and most importantly for their life. So 
David's focus was now taken away from God, and His 
protection which comes as one accepts His direction 
and purpose for their life. Satan caused David's atten
tion to be diverted away from God to now attempting 

_ _ to "reason" how he could maintain, with his "natural" 
resources, that which he had the faith to trust God for 
by faith, and God faithfully bestowed upon him, i.e. the 
Kingship of Israel. David, was a sheep herder when the 

---------. Prophet Samuel, anointed him as the future King of 
Israel, and is never mentioned in the Bible to have had 
any thought or aspiration, prior to the Prophet Samuel 
blessing him of ever believing he could be the King of 
Israel, God's chosen nation. This premise lines up to
tally with Ephesians 3:20, "Now to Him who is able to 
do exceedingly abundantly above ALL that we ask or 
think, according to the power that works in us." 
(NKJV) This "power" at work in David, which enabled 
him to be directed by the Spirit of God to his place of 
pUlpose from the sheep herder to the Palace, as the 
King of Israel, is the same power that enabled Joseph 
through his obedience, to go from prison to the second 
man in charge of the world's most powerful kingdom. 
This same Spirit is at work in you, and attached to the 
purpose God has for your life, as you draw near to 
Him, He draws near to you Games 4:8), and by drawing 
closer to Him your purpose is revealed to you. God had 
blessed David, beyond his utmost thoughts or aspira
tions for his own life, and even that of his father Jesse, 
who was sure Samuel was mistaken (1 Sam 16:10-11), 
when Samuel boldly declared God's anointed one to be 
David, and not one of his older military-trained and 
enlisted brothers, who Jesse assumed, was the "logical" 
choice. (1 Sam16:12-13) -
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David, like so many of us,walked away from the 
grace that was upon his life, when he chose to focus on 
his natural abilities, rather than the supernatural power 
of God, released through our obedience to the direction 
of the Holy Spirit, and which lies only in our relation
ship with God. Additionally, overcoming as we walk in 
our purpose according to the will of God, is not real
ized or based solely upon what we see, but rather upon 
who we see. In 2 Kings 6: 16-17, Elisha, while being sur
rounded by the Syrian anny, reassured his fearful serv
ant, that "there are more with us than who are with 
them." (NKJV) As Elisha prayed, his servant's spiritual 
eyes were opened, and v. 18 states, "then the Lord 
opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw, behold 
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all 
around Elisha." So, the question remains for us, have 
you postponed pursuing your purpose that God has for 
you, because of your natural circumstances, i.e. your 
incarceration, finances, etc.??? Have you ignored the 
calling God has for your life, because YOU don't 
"think you're ready" to walk in the purpose God has 
for you? Just think how different David's life would 
have been if he had refused or rejected the Prophet 
Samuel and the anointing God used Samuel to place on 
David's life? Just as David, did not look at his natural 
circumstances then, butchose to respond to God's call
ing and purpose for his life, you and I have that same 
opportunity and choice today, to serve God or 
"swerve" away from Him and his purpose for our life. 
We can, by obedience to His Word, be fruitful and mul
tiply(Gen. 1:28) or by disobedience pilfer away our 
purpose. 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS!!IIIII MAY GOD'S 
GRACE BE WIlli YOu.!!! PofP 
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Contact Us 
Blog Site: www.prisonersofpurpose.wordpress.com 
E-mail: prisonersofpurpose@gmail.com 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q. How does the Prisoners of Purpose program equip its participants for "re-entry"? 

A. PofP encourages the completion of a "Re-Entry With Purpose Plan" that allows the 

participant to chart his spiritually revealed purpose going 'forward and through the 

challenges and opportunities of re-entering his community. 

Q. What correctional institutions currently offerPofP program? 

A. Currently, only Oxford Federal Prison Camp offers the structured PofP Ministry Spir

itual Development curriculum, however, we expect others to offer the program in 

the very near future. 

Q. My family member is currently incarcerated at a correctional institution 110t cur

rently offering the curriculum. How can I get the PofP program information to him 

or her for personal or group Bible study? 

A. Contact us for more details @ www.prisonersofpurpose.org. 
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