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Small library, 

big experience! 

From the Desk of the Library Director 

We have a limited amount of 2020 tax forms this year. Please 

call us to find out what we have available. However, any forms 

and booklets we do not have can be printed at  $0.10 a page, 

per side. Call us for more information and details.  

Unfortunately, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Gryphon Place 

will not be hosting appointments at the Vicksburg District 

Library this year. If you would like to contact Gryphon Place to 

find out where you can receive assistance, please dial 211. 

In the last two newsletters I have shared some minor 

commentary on current events as they relate to how our 

library continues to serve the community. But at this time I find 

myself looking back into the past to find some events to 

encourage me; March and April are times of new beginnings, 

so I sought examples of new projects in our American history 

which have rendered hope for new beginnings. 

I found that in March our country began such ambitious 

projects as: 

 Congress announced the ratification of the Articles of 

Confederation on March 1, 1781. These stayed in effect 

throughout the Revolutionary War, before the adoption of 

the US Constitution. 

 Franklin Delano Roosevelt took office in March 1933 (this 

was later changed to January by the 20th Amendment). 

He provided an inaugural address which was intended to 

reinvigorate public confidence that had been shaken by 

The Great Depression. During the address, he famously 

stated, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” 

 In March 1961, President John F. Kennedy established the 

Peace Corps with the goal of rendering assistance in 

education, health care, and other needs in developing 

countries throughout the world.  

I think the reason I look to these events and ideas right now is 

that we, patrons and members of our community, feel that so 

much is in a holding pattern right now. As I write these words 

during February, it is easy to feel anticipation for a time when 

we can manifest new and interesting projects, such as when 

the library and our community can increase ways we relate to 

one another more and more. So it seems to me that winter is a 

time for considering what has been and what we hope is to 

come. Perhaps this winter, more than others, is a good time for 

that. As the Library Director, I would like to say we are working 

to introduce more projects to share with our community every 

week, and we are looking forward to sharing new and 

interesting opportunities that we believe can capture the 

interest and imaginations of our citizens. 

Eric Hansen, Library Director 

As of publication, the Vicksburg District Library is currently 

open by scheduled appointments only. Walk-ups are not 

allowed and will not be served. Please see our website for 

what type of appointment and services fit your needs and 

when you are ready, contact us and we will get you on our 

schedule. Be sure to watch our website and social media for 

updates. Thank you for your continued patronage and 

patience during the pandemic. We are working with 

everyone’s safety and health in mind. 



Mrs. W & Youth Services Updates 

Adrianne the Librarian’s Docket 

The next Library Board Meetings will be held March 18th and 

April 15th at 6:00pm. For members of the public who wish to 

attend, we kindly ask you do so by using Zoom for the safety 

and health of yourself and others during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Please see our website for further details. 

Please keep in mind that we are not taking donations of 

materials at this time. If you are looking to get rid of books, 

DVDs, or CDs, we suggest checking in with Goodwill. They 

are located at 411 W. Milham Avenue in Portage and can 

be reached at (269) 552-5260. Thank you for considering us 

during this time! 

One lesson I have taken to heart so far in 2021 is this. Life is 

far too short to read books you do not enjoy. Since New Year’s 

Day, I have attempted to read five different books. To date, I 

have finished two of them. The books that ended up in my Did 

Not Finish pile (commonly known as DNF) could not keep my 

attention. After reading fifty pages or so, I had no emotional 

investment in the characters or plots. So I decided to move on. 

I think part of me is burnt out by books for the moment. I’ve 

been keeping a pretty strict quarantine routine when it comes 

to the pandemic, and while I do enjoy my books, I think I’m 

getting bored with them a bit. Instead, I’m enjoying crochet, 

watching the Marvel films, and kicking my daughter’s butt at 

Mario Party. But you know what? That’s okay! Sometimes we 

need a break from reading because after a while it may seem 

like we’re reading the same thing over and over again. Like 

anything else in life, sometimes taking a step back from 

something helps us appreciate it more. My hope is soon I’ll 

pick up a book that will suck me in from page one. So why am 

I sharing this with you? First, I wanted to let you know that if 

you are in a reading slump with your quarantine frustrations, 

you are definitely not alone. But second and more importantly, 

I wanted to let you know I was able to buy a slew of new fiction 

for the end of our fiscal year, so be sure to check out the 

library’s catalog for everything in our New Adult Fiction 

collection! Bet you weren’t expect that, huh? 

Adrianne Schinkai, Head of Reference & Circulation Services 

The 2021 ALA Youth Media Awards were held on January 

25th and the winners are listed below! For more details about 

these awards in literary excellence, be sure to visit ala.org. 

Reserve your copies through the VDL catalog and mel.org 

today. Congratulations to the winners! 

 Newberry Award: When You Trap a Tiger written by Tae 

Keller 

 Caldecott Award: We are Water Protectors illustrated by 

Michaela Goade and written by Carole Lindstrom 

 Printz Award: Everything Sad is Untrue (A True Story) 

written by Daniel Nayeri 

 Coretta Scott King Book Award—Author Book Award: 

Before the Ever After written by Jacqueline Woodson 

 Coretta Scott King Book Award—Illustrator Book Award: 

R-E-S-P-E-C-T: Aretha Franklin, the Queen of Soul 

illustrated by Frank Morrison and written by Carole Boston 

Weatherford 

 Mildred L. Batchelder Award: Telephone Tales originally 

published in Italian as Favole al telefono written by Fianni 

Rodari, illustrated by Valerio Vidali, and translated by 

Anthony Shugaar 

 Schneider Family Book Award—Teen: This is My Brain in 

Love written by IW Gregorio 

 Schneider Family Book Award—Middle Grade: Show Me 

a Sign written by Ann Clare LeZotte 

 Schneider Family Book Award—Younger Children: I Talk 

Like a River written by Jordan Scott and illustrated by 

Sydney Smith 

Stephanie Willoughby, Youth Services Librarian 


