
SHARE – NAMES OF GOD 
 

Name of God JEHOVAH NISSI – The LORD is my Banner 
Continent Australia  
Bible Verses Exodus 17:8-15  
Devotional Moses and the Israelites had just begun a long journey.  They were free from slavery, 

crossed the red sea, and they thought the worst was behind them.  They soon faced 
dehydration and hunger.  They began to complain and grumble against Moses and God.  
Despite their lack of faith and complaining, God provided through his servant Moses.  He 
sent manna (food from heaven) and quail for food and water from a rock!  Just when 
Israel thought the troubles of the wilderness were over, an enemy army came to destroy 
them.  This was to be the first military battle for this ragtag army of former slaves.  They 
were not warriors; they were not trained for battle.  They were not prepared to fight an 
imposing army.  But the battle came to them.  They had to quickly prepare to fight.  
Moses sent Joshua to lead the battle, while he climbed a mountain to pray and raise his 
staff over the people.  They saw when the staff was raised, Israel wins.   
 
The staff Moses had was just a wooden stick he used to herd sheep.  But then he had an 
encounter with God.  His staff was used by God to perform miracles. His staff became a 
symbol of God, it showed Pharaoh and all the people God’s might.  It was the same staff, 
God used to part the red seas.  Moses’ staff had become a “banner”, a symbol that God 
was on there side.  That He was fighting with them.  This is why he raised it over the 
people.  It was there as a banner, a symbol for all to see.  God is WITH US.  Yes, they 
had to physically fight, but it was God’s hand that brought victory.  This divine 
combination of praying and obedience to God, brought victory.  This so moved the 
people and Moses they built an altar, or a permanent reminder of what God had done.  
Moses called this altar – Jehovah Nissi, or The LORD is my BANNER.   
 
Outside of church we don’t often think of “banners” or what they mean.  But a banner is 
nothing more than a flag.  Flags are everywhere, whether it’s our state, country, of 
favorite football team.  We use flags to identify, unify, and proclaim who we are and what 
we are a part of.  To say God is our Banner, is to boldly announce to everyone WE ARE 
HIS.  While we have His flag raised over us, He will protect us, bless us, and cover us.  
Some of us, at times, may want to hide our favorite sports team when they have a bad 
season.  This year it is lot easier to say GEAUX Tigers than the Tomahawk chop.  But if 
God is truly our banner, we have to not hide it.  We need to share it.   

We need to share it at home and around the world.  Today’s focus is on Australia which 
is a continent and a country.  The continent includes smaller islands nations like New 
Zealand and New Guinea.  Despite Australia being on the other side of the world, it is 
very much like a younger sibling of the United States.  We have a similar history, both 
being former colonies of England, similar economies, and governments.   In both 
countries a majority of the citizen’s identify as Christians.   Much like America, Australia is 
a diverse country, with widely varying landscapes.  Australia’s unique environments have 
some of the most unique wildlife on the planet.  Its environment is one of the top ways we 
can pray for the country.  It has been plagued by wildfires.   Even after it dropped out of 
the headlines, the fires raged on. We can keep this sister country in our thoughts and 
prayers.  Sadly, like America the fastest growing religion in Australia is no religion.  We 
can pray God brings revival to their land, to turn the tide.  That God would truly be there 
banner once again.   

Device 
Disconnect 
Activity 

1)Gather some craft supplies, whatever you have on hand, popsicle sticks, wood 
skewers, colored paper, felt, get creative.  The object is to let your kids or your family as 
one make a banner of who God is to you right now.  Bring in other names of God from 
this week’s devotion or remember God is the I AM.   
2) Pray for God to bring revival to America and Australia, to tie our similar nations 
together as he sweeps thru both countries again.   
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