
 
 

Dwell on how we are forgiven – Don’t dwell on the past 
 

Dwarf Dopey / Mistakes 
Verse I John 1:9 
Bible Story Parable of the Unforgiving Debtor – Matthew 18:21-35 

 
I love the disciple Peter in the Bible. He asks Jesus the questions I would want 
to ask. In Matthew 18, Peter asks Jesus, “How many times should I forgive 
someone?” Then Peter takes a guess and says, “Seven times?” 
 
Jesus tells Peter not seven times but 70 times 7! This isn’t a math test but 70 
times 7 is a lot. This was Jesus way of telling Peter that you should always 
forgive because Jesus always forgives. 
 
Then Jesus told the disciples a parable. A parable is a cool story where Jesus 
takes things in our lives and uses them to teach us about we should live. 
 
Jesus says there once was a king, we will call him King George. It already 
sounds like a great story and we are just getting started. King George wanted 
to meet with everyone who owed him money and get what he was owed. One 
man, who I decided to name Jimmy, was brought to King George because he 
owed him millions of dollars. Jimmy was going to lose his house, his family and 
everything he owned. Jimmy begged King George for mercy and that king did 
something amazing. King George forgave Jimmy all that he owed him. 
 
The next day Jimmy saw a guy, who I decided to name Sammy, on the street. 
Sammy owed Jimmy thousands of dollars. Sammy didn’t have the money, so 
he begged Jimmy for mercy. But Jimmy wouldn’t forgive him, and he had 
Sammy thrown in jail.  
 
People couldn’t believe what they saw. They ran to King George and told him 
how Jimmy was behaving. King George had Jimmy brought back to the palace 
and he was very mad at him. King George told Jimmy, “How dare you treat 
Sammy like that! I forgave you for millions and you can forgive him for 
thousands?” King George had Jimmy thrown in jail. 
 
You see in that story King George represents Jesus. You are Jimmy. God has 
forgiven you of so much and always will. So when you have a Sammy in your 
life, and they do something to you then you need to forgive them. Jesus is our 
example of forgiveness. 
 
Don’t focus on your past mistakes. Jesus has forgiven them. Now you forgive 
anyone that has done something to you. 

Device 
Disconnect 
Activity 

1. Sit in a circle or gather around each other in some way. 
2. Ask the Lord if you need to forgive anyone. 
3. If there is anyone that you need to forgive then forgive them now.       
4. Bonus! After you forgive tell everyone in the room one thing that you love 

about them. 
	


