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Please note that under special rules, all agenda items that were not considered automatically 

move to the 71st General Service Conference in 2021. 

 

Agenda Committee 

Committee Recommendations: 

PASSED 

Theme:  “2021: A.A. In a Time of Change” 

Presentations: Recovery in A Changing World 

  Unity in A Changing World 

  Service in A Changing World 

Workshops: Inform – Communicate 

  Involve – Act 

  Inspire – Attract 

 

Cooperation with the Professional Community Committee 

Committee Considerations:  

The committee TOOK NO ACTION on the request to discontinue the pamphlet, “AA in Your 

Community.”  The committee noted that it is vital to Cooperation with the Professional 

Community Committee work, and introduces professionals to A.A. as a community resource. 

 

The committee REQUESTED that the Trustees’ Committee explore ways to update content 

with a focus on modern professional settings and consider various formats. They also noted that 

upgrade to language and style needed. 

 

Corrections Committee 

Committee Considerations:  

The committee heard a report that says several viable options have been identified to make A.A. 

literature in digital formats available for alcoholics in correctional settings. They also heard an 
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update on staple-free pamphlets, and that the first phase of the plan to publish staple-free copies 

of the most-used A.A. pamphlets is already moving forward. 

 

The committee reviewed the Corrections Kit and Workbook and provided a list of suggestions. 

The Committee REQUESTED that the pamphlet, “The God Word,” be added to the list of 

contents for the Kit and suggested several changes in the Workbook to reflect current practices 

and resources. 

 

Finance Committee 

Committee Recommendations:  

The committee RECOMMENDED that the draft language related to the “virtual basket” be 

included in the pamphlet “Self-Support: Where Money and Spirituality Mix.” The language 

reads as follows: 

Q. Some members of our group wanted to pass a “virtual” basket – to collect Seventh 

Tradition contributions digitally. How could we do this?  

A.  A number of groups have utilized digital payment platforms as an adjunct to passing the 

basket in the conventional sense in order to provide opportunities for cashless contributions. 

There are different payment platforms to facilitate this service and it is up to the group to 

determine which one to use. Some groups have found that a smartphone app-based payment 

platform is the most efficient, seamless and minimally disruptive solution for providing a digital 

contribution. Experience suggests that the treasurer is a likely choice to handle digital 

contributions, though some groups add more than one trusted servant to share the responsibilities 

or create a new service position to inform the group about digital payment options and assist 

other group members who are interested in contributing this way. 

 

The committee reviewed a report from the trustees’ Finance Ad Hoc Committee on Google 

Grants and the 7th Tradition. The committee STRONGLY SUGGESTED forwarding this 

report to the trustees’ Finance and Budgetary and the appropriate 71st GSC Committee. 

 

Floor Action #1 
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That the Finance Committee expand Agenda Item #2 that will be forwarded to the 71st 

Conference to include the proposal to revise the pie chart percentages, in order to emphasize 

more clearly that any percentages included in the pamphlet are only suggestions and examples, 

not recommendations. PASSED. Moves to 71st Conference. 

 

Floor Action  #7 

That the launch of Google AdWords/Grants by the General Service Office be halted until the 

71st General Service Conference convenes and approves that launch, and that the “Ad Hoc 

Committee Progress Report – Google Grants and the 7th Tradition” from the Trustees’ Finance 

Committee dated 3/30/2020 be immediately released to the members of the 70th GSC. PASSED. 

Moves to the 71st Conference. 

 

Grapevine Committee 

Committee Recommendations: 

The committee RECOMMENDED that the name of the Conference Committee on Grapevine 

be changed to the Conference Committee on Grapevine and La Viña. PASSED. 

 

The Committee RECOMMENDED the following AA Grapevine book titles for 2021 and later:  

From AA Grapevine:  

Step Three – Turning it Over – AA members’ various experiences with Step Three. 

Character Defects – Steps 6 & 7 – AA members’ experiences with Steps 6 and 7 

From La Viña:  

AA and Families in Recovery – Spanish members share how drinking affects the whole family 

and how AA repairs them. 

Old-Timer’s Stories – Long-time Spanish-speaking members share experience, strength, and 

hope. 

Twelve Steps – Stories of experience with the Twelve Steps. 

 

After considering a request to change the language of the first sentence of the AA Preamble to 

“… fellowship of people…” and to consider revising it to use gender neutral pronouns, the 
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Committee TOOK NO ACTION. However, the committee REQUESTED that the Grapevine 

Board consider developing examples of generalized language options and that a progress report 

or draft versions be brought back to the 71st General Service Conference. 

Committee Considerations: 

The committee discussed a request for AA Grapevine, Inc. to establish an Instagram account in 

line with the Twelve Traditions, and encouraged them to continue with their planning. The 

committee SUGGESTED that the Grapevine Board provide additional information on 

implementation, anonymity, security, affiliation, outside contributions, privacy and promotion 

and bring a progress report back to the 71st General Service Conference. 

 

The committee discussed ways that AA Grapevine could get feedback on which new book topics 

to publish. The committee SUGGESTED an annual survey in English, Spanish, and French be 

utilized to get input from the Fellowship. 

 

Literature Committee 

Committee Recommendations: 

The committee RECOMMENDED that the updated draft video of “Your General Service, 

Office, the Grapevine and the General Service Structure” be approved. PASSED 

 

The committee reviewed and RECOMMENDED that the “A.A.W.S. Policy on Publication of 

Literature: Updating Pamphlets and other A. Materials” approved in January 2020 be approved. 

PASSED. 

 

The committee RECOMMENDED that the pamphlet “AA for the Black and African-American 

Alcoholic” be updated to include fresh stories and a new title that is respectful and inclusive. 

FAILED TO COME TO A VOTE BEFORE TIME EXPIRED so it automatically moves to 

71st General Service Conference (Floor Action #5 also moves it to 71st Conference). 

 

Committee Considerations: 
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The committee reviewed “The Twelve Traditions Illustrated” pamphlet and noted that the final 

draft is a distinct item from the original version of the “12 Traditions Illustrated,” addressing a 

different audience and serving a different purpose.   
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Policy and Admissions Committee 

Committee Recommendations: 

The committee RECOMMENDED that the “Process for Approving Observers to the 

Conference” be approved. PASSED. 

 

The committee RECOMMENDED that the General Service Conference implement electronic 

voting for the trustee elections starting in 2021. PASSED. 

 

The committee RECOMMENDED that the review of Conference dates be changed to consider 

dates for the General Service Conference with timing and year(s) to review as requested by the 

general manager. PASSED. 

 

Public Information Committee 

Committee Recommendations: 

The Committee RECOMMENDED that all AAWS video titles be adjusted to search engine 

optimization (SEO). PASSED. 

 

Floor Action #3:  

That the General Service Conference consider developing a PSA about Alcoholics Anonymous 

geared toward minorities. PASSED. Moves to 71st Conference. 

 

Report and Charter Committee 

Committee Recommendations: 

The committee RECOMMENDED that the sentence in Article 4 of the Current Conference 

Charter which currently reads: “¾ vote of all conference members” be changed to read: “all 

Conference…members participating in the vote.” PASSED. 

 

Committee Considerations: 
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The committee ACCEPTED a report from Publishing Department outlining the General Service 

Office process for timely and accurate preparation and publication of the 2020 General Service 

Conference Final Report. 

The committee reviewed the draft of The A.A. Service Manual, 2020-2022 Edition and NOTED 

the significant progress made toward the goals agreed upon by the 2019 Conference Committee 

on Report and Charter. 

 

Treatment and Accessibilities Committee 

Committee Recommendations: 

The committee RECOMMENDED that the pamphlet “Bridging the Gap” be updated for 

currency and inclusion to reach a broader scope of treatment settings about temporary contact 

services, and that a progress report or draft be brought to the 2021 Conference. PASSED. 

 

The committee SUGGESTED that the trustees’ Cooperation with the Professional 

Community/Treatment and Accessibilities Committee develop a Bridging the Gap Committee 

Workbook and provide a progress report to the 2021 Conference. The committee SUGGESTED 

that the shared experience included in the workbook include a list of Bridging the Gap temporary 

contacts available from the General Service Office. 

 

The Committee reviewed the progress report, “Review of Bridging the Gap Materials,” and felt it 

met the goal of the 2019 committee consideration. The Committee SUGGESTED that rather 

than combine Bridging the Gap related service materials, the trustees’ Cooperation with the 

Professional Community/Treatment and Accessibilities Committee consider updating existing 

service materials to reflect the suggested language updates for currency and inclusion. The 

Committee expressed support for use of a “Question and Answer” style in the content across the 

range of Bridging the Gap related items. The committee also expressed support for the sample 

version of, “A.A. Guidelines: Bridging the Gap/Temporary Contact Committees” included in the 

report. 
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The Committee reviewed the progress report on updating the pamphlet, “A.A. for the Older 

Alcoholic.” The Committee noted that the submitted stories did not indicate a broad and diverse 

representation of A.A. experience, and SUGGESTED a reopened call for stories based on the 

following experiences provided by trustees’ Cooperation with the Professional 

Community/Treatment and Accessibilities Committees. 

 

Trustees Committee 

Committee Recommendations: 

The committee RECOMMENDED the slates of trustees and officers of the General Service 

Board of Alcoholics Anonymous. PASSED. 

 

The committee RECOMMENDED the slate of directors of AA World Services, Inc. (with the 

omission of one name on the basis of eligibility). FAILED initially, but passed in a later Floor 

Action. 

 

The committee RECOMMENDED the slate of directors of AA Grapevine, Inc. PASSED. 

 

Floor Action #4  

That the 70th General Service Conference approve the slate of directors for A.A. World 

Services, Inc. as originally presented (no vacancy). PASSED. Moves to 71st Conference. 

 

Floor Action #6 

That the slate of directors of A.A. World Services, Inc., as submitted by the Conference 

Committees on Trustees, be approved. PASSED.  Moves to 71st Conference. 

 

Archives Committee 

Committee Considerations: 

The committee considered requests to develop a book on A.A. history from 1955 through the 

present and following a lengthy discussion, SUGGESTED that the trustees’ Archives 
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Committee consider possible themes, content ideas, and the time period such a book might 

cover. The committee REQUESTED a report be brought back to the 2021 Conference. 

 

International Conventions/Regional  

Committee Considerations: 

The committee reviewed and ACCEPTED a report from the International Convention 

consultants, Talley Management, outlining steps taken prior to and post cancellation of the 2020 

International Convention on March 28, 2020. 

The committee discussed the use of the Lord’s Prayer for closing the Big Meetings at the 

International Convention and had a thoughtful and wide-ranging discussion, and AGREED that 

further discussion would be beneficial. 

 

The Committee discussed ways of encouraging interest in Regional and Local Forums and 

attracting first time attendees and offered suggestions.  


