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MNC Awarded National Recognition For Intergenerational “Weaving 
Hearts” 

 
“Weaving Hearts” is an intergenerational program for our local seniors, aimed at engaging 
seniors with their at-home community by offering daily music, dance and cooking classes. As 
part of our Healthy Aging and Disability Program, Weaving Hearts boasts a brand new virtual 
infrastructure developed under COVID-19 and we’re honored to be featured in a publication of 
notable best practices put out by the National Resource Center for Engaging Older Adults.  
 
This program promotes joy and helps to lift the spirits of our shut-in and vulnerable seniors. By 
focusing on activities for the entire family, the Weaving Hearts program is continuing to help 
elders avoid isolation by participating in Zoom classes with their loved ones. 
 

 
A Grandmother & Granddaughter (who are not wearing masks since they share their home) 

Participate in a Weaving Hearts Drum Class 
 
Our Weaving Hearts programming also includes virtual art classes taught by Art with Elders 
(AWE) instructors. And we are delighted to share that 10 of MNC’s seniors have been selected 
for AWE’s first online exhibit! Aptly named “Resilient!,” the showcase will run from July 15 
through September 15. Please check out this uplifting and amazing show here: 
https://www.artwithelders.org/online-exhibits/. 
 
 

https://www.artwithelders.org/online-exhibits/


 
 
 

Artwork featured in “Resilient!” 

                
        Concepcion Ruiz - “Bonito Dia” Rosario Martinez - “Fruta Fresca” 

 
In Her Own Words: Gratitude From One of Our Seniors 
 
In these uncertain times, I want to highlight an uplifting story of gratitude. One of our local 
seniors, who currently receives our life-line services, food, and safety supplies, wrote this 
heartfelt note to our staff and volunteers. 
 
“To all the Staff & Volunteers: 
 
I just can’t think of any word to express my deepest appreciation for your kindness and 
generosity to all of us seniors during this pandemic crisis. Enclosed is my little donation, hoping 
and praying we’ll get through all this together.  
 
Ms. Alicia Saradpon” 
 
From all of us here at MNC, I want to say thank you 
Ms. Alicia. The oldest members of our community 
are the heart of our families, culture, and tradition. 
That is why we are partnering with Mercy Housing 
California to build affordable housing for formerly 
homeless seniors in the center of the Mission’s 
Calle 24 Latino Cultural District. We have long 
envisioned making this affordable housing 
development for seniors a reality, and the 45 units 



at Casa de la Misión will be completed in the spring of 2021!  
  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP, PLEASE DONATE HERE! 
 
 
MNC Helps Local Families Prepare For The Fall 
 
August is typically filled with preparing for the school year ahead, and this August is no different. 
Mission Neighborhood Centers (MNC) remains devoted to our local children and families, 
continually adapting and providing any support we can. We are proud that MNC is able to open 
this fall under a new paradigm. MNC has distributed a social story called “Hooray My School is 
Open” to help kids get excited about their new normal, and prepare them for new sanitation 
efforts like washing hands and distance learning. 
 

 
Page from “Hooray My School is Open” Story 

 
Through the San Francisco Children’s Council, we were able to procure the PPE and sanitation 
products essential to our safe reopening. We also helped give our staff and teachers the 
necessary training to maintain a healthy and safe space for families to bring their children. Our 
teachers will conduct COVID-19 screenings of participants in our program and follow new 
sanitizing procedures. MNC is an essential resource for San Franciscan families, and that is 
why we have invested so heavily in opening our doors in this new social landscape. 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/missionneighborhoodcentersinc


 
 
Early childhood development programs are crucial for parents working essential jobs, ensuring 
their children have a safe learning environment to continue their education. We have redesigned 
our classrooms to ensure that proper social distancing protocols could be achieved. This 
included removing extra furniture, creating activity stations dedicated to each child, and 
purchasing learning materials for each child’s dedicated use.  
 

  
 
During the month of July, we have served approximately 95 families, holding two weekly 
distributions out of our Family Resource Centers in Centro de Alegría and Bayview. Thanks to a 
creative, fruitful and aggressive quilt of fundraising efforts, we were able to provide our 
participants with supermarket gift cards that help them buy food and cleaning supplies as well 
as diapers among other necessities. In addition, supplementary help with rent and utilities 
payments was extended to more than 200 clients, during this July alone.  
 
 
 
 



Moving Forward On Construction at 1240 Valencia & 1950 Mission 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1240 Valencia 
 
With additional support from grants and generous donors, we are continuing construction of our 
two new facilities in the Mission District - but the work is far from over. Our site at 1240 Valencia, 
named The Elsie Ruiz Rodriguéz Early Learning Center will be exclusively used for early care 
and education classrooms. We are looking forward to completing the construction of this site 
that will include six state-of-the art classrooms (3 preschool and 3 toddler classrooms) in 
October 2020. Once social distancing requirements are lifted, this ADA accessible building will 
be able to serve 84 children after the new year!  

  
  
1950 Mission 
 
Construction will begin on the ground floor of the1950 
Mission affordable apartments complex in 
September. This 4,895 square feet space will house 
four early care and education classrooms. 
Co-locating our classrooms at the same location with 
155 affordable apartments will greatly benefit poor 
working families with quality, full-day, licensed 
learning environments. We hope to open this location 
on March 1, 2021! 
 
How You Can Help Today 
 
I am so grateful for the support of our community partners and the dedication shown by our staff 
and volunteers. Although progress is being made, we are still operating at a severely reduced 
capacity due to COVID-19 and the impact of social distancing on available early learning 
centers and after school care for parents. Additionally, the emotional toll on children going back 
to school in a pandemic cannot be underestimated, so we at MNC are strengthening the mental 
health resources and community support offered to children and families. 



 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP, PLEASE DONATE HERE! 

 
Your generous contribution will help ensure that our program’s participants avoid food 
insecurity, house eviction, home violence, child abuse and other poverty induced adverse 
factors. MNC is working hard to maintain our life-line services accessible to our vast and 
disproportionately affected Latinx / vital workers community.  

Thank you.  

Sam Ruiz 

https://www.justgiving.com/missionneighborhoodcentersinc

