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November - December 2020

THE GOOD NEWS
WEEKLY SCHEDULE A WORD FROM THE RECTOR

Dear Friends,

Near the end of seminary, those studying for  
ordained ministry in the Episcopal Church are  
required to sit for four days of examinations known 
as the “General Ordination Examinations.”  We are 
tested in seven broad areas: Old Testament, New 
Testament, Theology, Church History, Liturgics, Can-
on Law, and Theory and Practice of Ministry.  The 
test is mostly long essay questions, but my favorite 
section was a group of short essay questions known 
as the “Coffee Hour Questions,” designed to duplicate the kinds of off-the-
wall questions one might get at a coffee hour.  One has always stuck with me: 
“Isn’t ‘stewardship’ just a fancy word for fund-raising?  Why don’t you just call 
it what it is?”

Calling it ‘stewardship’ can seem like putting a spiritual veneer over the reality 
of a fund-raising campaign.  The truth is that it is both.  We cannot deny that 
there is a fund-raising element to what we do at this time of year.  Yet, giving 
of what God has given us is an essential part of our faith and our devotion  
to Christ.  About a third of the parables of Jesus are directly about money.   
This is not because Jesus is obsessed with money, but because He knows  
that we are.

As we all know, it costs money to run a parish, and much as we don’t like to 
admit it, there are business like aspects of keeping a church running.  There are 
bills, payroll, maintenance, utilities, insurance, government requirements, etc.  
Budgets must be planned prudently and monitored carefully.  I am thankful for 
Steve Bradley’s faithful, diligent and excellent work in this!

We operate on tight margins.  We began the year with a balanced budget,  
but there was no “fat,” no good place to make cuts if needed as the year 

SUNDAY
SUSPENDED  — Holy Euchrist, Rite I
9 a.m. — Adult Christian Education  
                (In-person and Zoom) 
IN-PERSON AND LIVESTREAM - 10:00 a.m.   
Holy Euchrist, Rite II • Visit StJohnsMLB.org

SUSPENDED — Converge (Youth Ministry) 
                             Holy Apostles’, 505 Grant Ave., 
                                     Satellite Beach

MONDAY
SUSPENDED  — Bible Study
SUSPENDED — A.A. (Big Book Study)

TUESDAY
SUSPENDED  — Cub Scouts
ONLINE ONLY — Bible Study -  
                              Email for details,  
                              Office@StJohnsMLB.org 

WEDNESDAY
7:00 P.M.  —  Choir Practice in Sanctuary
ONLINE ONLY —  Bible Study 
Email for details, Office@StJohnsMLB.org

FRIDAY
ONLINE ONLY —  TGIF 
Email for details, Office@StJohnsMLB.org

Continued on Page 2...
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progressed, and anticipated income that was at the 
high end of realistic.  Then the pandemic hit.  In God’s 
faithfulness and your generosity, income has remained 
solid and there has been a slight decrease in expenses 
(reductions in paper, printing, electricity, etc. during 
the shutdown).  September was a very low month for 
income but we pray that is not the beginning of a trend.  
As of the end of September, we have a $34 surplus 
whereas in 2019 we were about $5,200 in the red at 
this point in the year.  In addition, you have responded 
generously to the Organ Fund Drive, as of this writing 
contributing $23,645 toward our goal of $25,000!

The giving and generosity of the people of St. John’s 
goes far beyond the budget.  We have many members 
involved in a variety of ministries in the community  
and beyond, and St. John’s is very generous in special 
offerings.  We continue our work with Family Promise  
of Brevard, Daily Bread and many other ministries, and 
we hope to launch a new Hispanic ministry in 2021  
(see “Looking Forward to 2021” elsewhere in this  
newsletter).  Yet, this mission orientation is not  
represented in our operating budget.  We would be 
greatly helped by a parish administrator.  Our  
maintenance budget depends heavily on the generous 
contributions of time and talents by a small number of 
members.  We have replaced a substantial portion of 
the roof and we are undertaking several other deferred 
maintenance  

St. John’s Episcopal Church
610 Young Street • Melbourne, FL 32935
Phone: 321.254.3365 • Web: www.StJohnsMLB.org
Church Email: Office@stjohnsmlb.org

Bishop Gregory 0. Brewer

Rector - Fr. Eric Turner
Eric@stjohnsmlb.org • Cell: 321.615.0205

Priest Associate - Fr. Terry Highland
redeemcec@gmail.com • Cell: 321.831.2587

“Good News” 
Jan - Feb 2021
Schedule & Deadline

The deadline for the next issue of “The Good News” 
(January – February, 2021) will be Tuesday, December 8.  
Please email (preferred) your submissions to  
office@stjohnsmlb.org or get them to the church office 
by December 8, 2020.  Please note that this is a week 
early so that the work can be completed prior to  
Christmas.

Loaning of Church Items
If you would like to borrow tables, chairs, cribs, linens 
etc. please speak with Fr. Eric or Kathy Oas, Jr. Warden, 
first as there might be an event on the schedule where 
these items are needed.  And, of course, we need to keep 
track of the church’s property.  Please contact Kathy at 
kmoas40@gmail.com, Fr. Eric at eric@stjohnsmlb.org,  
or call the church office at 321-254-3365.

projects using proceeds from the sale of a small  
portion of our property, but these are really ongoing 
maintenance needs that should be handled out of  
operating funds.  I could go on, but you get the idea.

More important than any of these financial challenges 
and opportunities, we need to give.  Bishop Alden  
Hathaway, who ordained me, wrote a little pamphlet 
called “Tithing: A Habit to Mend the Heart.”  Sadly, it is 
out of print, so I can’t share it with you but the title tells 
the main story.  His point was that the Lord does not 
call us to give because He needs our money.  He calls 
us to give because it is the only antidote to the hold 
that money has on our hearts, and on our souls.  Giving 
turns the heart toward God.  “For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.”  (Matthew 6:21, Luke 
12:34)

So, yes, stewardship is fund-raising, but it is much more.  
It is how we fund a budget, how we operate together  
as a church.  But, it is also an essential piece of our  
relationship with the Lord.  As you pray over and  
consider your giving to St. John’s in the coming year, ask 
yourself not only what you are supporting, but what you 
are inviting God to do in your heart and life and join me 
in giving to the work of God in this wonderful parish 
family.
In Christ,
Fr. Eric Turner • Rector

Seaside Stitchers
now meets at St. John’s, but are suspended for the 
duration of the lockdown.  Church members are  
welcome to join, and several have!  The schedule 
varies, so please contact Shirley Muzzy (321-254-
2206 or shirleymuzzy@aol.com).
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Sunday Ministries 
Schedule
For the time being, we will not be developing  
or publishing a calendar or Sunday Ministries 
schedule.  When we return to in-person worship  
we will publish a new Sunday Ministries Schedule.

Church Calendar
Since so many church functions have been sus-
pended for the pandemic and we do not know 
what the re-opening might look like, we are not 
publishing a calendar in this issue as it will surely 
change, probably several times.  We will provide 
updates as the situation develops.

Festival Christmas Celebration will be Christmas Eve, 
December 24 at 8 p.m.  The service will be In-Person and 
Livestreamed.  Visit stjohnsmlb.org and click on Worship 
Livestream the week of the service for the Livestream 
link.

Christmas Day Celebration will be at 11 a.m.  Please be 
aware that this service will be In-Person only.

Christmas 
Worship

A WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY

We will have Thanksgiving Worship on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 26 at 10 a.m.  The service will be In-Person 
and Livestreamed.  Visit stjohnsmlb.org and click on  
Worship Livestream the week of the service for the  
Livestream link.

Thanksgiving 
Worship

A WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY

Fr. Eric Turner will be on vacation December 26 –  
January 1, 2021.  Fr. Terry Highland, Priest Associate, 
will lead worship on Sunday, Dec. 27.

Rector’s Vacation

Nursery
We have re-opened St. John’s Nursery for Sunday  
mornings, but could still use a few more volunteers.   
This is generally a once a month commitment.  Please 
speak with Deacon Elizabeth (321-777-0168) if you  
are willing to help in this important ministry!  
SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

TGIF, our men’s breakfast and Bible study gathers every 
Friday, 8 a.m. by Zoom.  We are now engaged in a study 
of the Beatitudes.  Email office@stjohnsmlb.org for log in 
information.

GUIDED BY SCRIPTURE

Men of St. John’s 
ONLINE ONLY
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We have 2 Daily Bread teams!  They are open during this time of lockdown serving carry out  
only, so volunteers are still needed to prepare and distribute the meals.  Those who are not  
in a high risk group and are comfortable in such a role are encouraged to continue to volunteer.  

Your help is greatly appreciated! 

THIRD SUNDAY
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Contact Doug Ludwig

321.243.3686 • Ludwig.Murray@att.net

Duty Day for November:
Sunday, November 17

Duty Day for December:
Sunday, December 15

FOURTH THURSDAY
10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Contact Ian Johnson

321.674.0932 • Johnsoni051075@gmail.com

Duty Day for November:
Not Applicable

Duty Day for December:
Not Applicable

ST. JOHNS WEB
StJohnsMLB.org
You will find a variety of information there including 
schedules, the church calendar, archives of the “Good 
News”, Sunday Ministry schedules, the latest eNews 
and much more.  Poke around!

FACEBOOK
If you are on Facebook, you can also search “St. John’s 
Episcopal Church” and like the page.  Then you will get 
updates in your newsfeed, which you can respond to, 
or share with your friends.

ST. JOHNS CHAT
is an email “list” that allows you to keep up with the 
latest news at St. John’s, prayer list updates, etc.  You can 
also share things with others at St. John’s.  To subscribe, 
please just send your email address to Fr. Eric at 
eric@stjohnsmlb.org.

WEEKLY ENEWS
is a weekly email newsletter giving information on 
upcoming activities, what will be happening on Sunday, 
and other things.  It generally includes a reflection from 
Fr. Eric on the lessons for the coming Sunday along with 
links and other information.  This comes out every 
Thursday afternoon at 4 p.m.  To subscribe, please send 
your email address to Fr. Eric at eric@stjohnsmlb.org.

YOUTUBE CHANNEL

St. John’s now has a YouTube Channel which is where 
we post worship live streams and sermons.  Visit You-
Tube.com and search for St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
Melbourne Florida, then follow us!  You can also find 
links to all past and upcoming worship services by visit-
ing stjohnsmlb.org and clicking on Worship Live Stream. 

WEEKLY MEDITATIONS

From Fr. Terry Highland are available by email, coming 
out every Tuesday afternoon.  These are by request only, 
so please email office@stjohnsmlb.org to get on the list.

Daily Bread Duty Days
SHARING JESUS’ LOVE
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The St. John’s Chapter of the DOK will resume regular 
meetings on Sunday, November 1, 12 noon via Zoom.  
Please email Sarah Kendall at 537sarah@gmail.com  
for Zoom link.

DOK continues to take the call to prayer seriously, even 
more so during the pandemic.  You may send your 
prayer requests to Sarah Kendall at 537sarah@gmail.
com or 702-203-6093.  Please be aware that prayer 
requests to the DOK are only shared with the members 
of the DOK.  They will not be shared with the clergy or 
put on the church prayer list unless specifically  
requested.

Daughters of the King
GROWING SERVANTS OF CHRIST

PPP Funds
St. John’s received a PPP loan as part of the federal 
government’s program to assist small businesses in 
maintaining payroll through the pandemic.  St. John’s 
qualified for and received $20,400.  You may recall that 
the funds were provided as a loan which could later 
be converted to a grant providing that the funds were 
expended per the requirements.  After months of waiting 
to even be able to submit the application to convert the 
loan to a grant, we were finally able to submit the appli-
cation and we received confirmation on October 24 that 
the application was approved.  The vestry has committed 
some of these funds to staff bonuses as a ‘thank you’ for 
the special challenges of this year, and the balance will 
be set aside for potential future impacts of the pandemic 
or other unbudgeted expenses.  They will not be consid-
ered part of the operating income for 2020. 

An ADVENT QUIET MORNING of guided silent prayer 
and meditation, led by the Rev. Susan Davidson, will 
be offered from 9 AM - Noon on Saturday, December 5 
at St. John’s.  We encourage participating in this Quiet 
Morning In-Person, but the talks will also be available 
via Zoom.  A Quiet Morning derives from the ancient 
monastic practice of contemplative prayer. This one will 
focus on preparing for the birth of Christ in our hearts, 
as well as in history.  All are welcome!

Advent Quiet 
Morning

A WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY:  

St. John’s will again collect and distribute several Thanks-
giving baskets for people in the local community who 
need a little boost at this holiday time.  Linda Fletcher 
will coordinate this effort.  Baskets with sign-up sheets 
are in the parish hall or you can email office@stjohnsmlb.
org to coordinate with Linda your contributions to the 
baskets, which can be either groceries or money.

Thanksgiving  
Baskets

SHARING HIS LOVE

Adult Christian Education
We gather in person, with masks and social  
distancing, and the class will also be available via video 
conferencing.  If you would like to join by Zoom, please 
email the church office at office@stjohnsmlb.org and we 
will send you the necessary link and information.  We 
studying the book of Genesis, full of great drama and the 
early struggles of God’s people to understand His work!

GUIDED BY SCRIPTURE

Clean Up Day
Thanks to all who helped out with various tasks for 
the work day on September 26.  Many hands make 
light work! 
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A team of 8 Spanish speaking clergy and lay people from 
the Diocese visited St. John’s on Saturday, October 10.  
Fr. Eric Turner spent the day with them.  After gathering 
briefly and praying at St. John’s the team broke into 3 
groups and visited a number of spots around central  
Brevard County where Hispanic people might gather:  
markets, restaurants, etc.  It was a great day to be out 
and watch these folks work!  Many good contacts were 
made that Canon Luis De La Cruz of Kissimmee is  
following up on.  There is even a possibility of a Baptism!

The vestry will consider making a formal commitment 
to this ministry at the November meeting and allocating 
budget funds for the first year.  For more information, 
see “Looking Forward to 2021,” elsewhere in this Good 
News.

Hispanic Outreach
SHARING HIS LOVE

Organ Fund Drive
The Organ Fund Drive is underway and as of this writing, 
$23,645 has been received or committed.  This includes 
an initial commitment of $8,000, leaving $1,365 needed 
to reach the goal of $25,000.  Thanks to all who have 
given!  If you are able, please consider a gift to help 
push this over the top!

The vestry has committed reserve funds to cover the 
balance so that the next phase of the work can begin, 
although it is still hoped that the congregation will meet 
the full goal so that it is not necessary to draw on these 
funds.  The new, gutted console has been shipped to 
Peterson Electro-Musical Products in Ohio so that they 
can begin the work of installing the new digital control 
system.  We do not yet have an anticipated completion 
date.  The pandemic closed their operations for some 
time, so they have some catching up to do.

We will keep you up to date as this progresses!

A WORSHIPPING COMMUNITY:

Leadership Training  
at St. John’s
leadership roles in the life of St. John’s, provide some 
basic training and framework for Christian leadership in 
a church family and provide ongoing support for those in 
leadership roles.

Initially, Fr. Eric provides the basic teaching, but in time 
others will also contribute based on their own expertise 
and experience.

This is intended for potential and current vestry mem-
bers, leaders of various parish ministries, Bible studies, 
etc., and anyone who would like to explore these roles.

We will gather for about 1½ hours, once per month, on 
the first Thursday in the parish hall and via Zoom.  We 
had our first gathering on Oct. 1.  The next gathering will 
be Thursday, November 5 at 7 p.m.  Please email office@
stjohnsmlb.org if you would like the Zoom link.

GROWING SERVANTS OF CHRIST
Vestry Membership
We are gathering names and recruit candidates 
to stand for election to the vestry at the parish 
meeting in late January, 2021.  A list of possible 
candidates is being gathered.  If you would like to 
serve, or would like to nominate someone, please 
contact Lee Steininger at leestein645@aol.com or 
(321) 773-7242.

GROWING SERVANTS OF CHRIST

We are again providing Advent Devotionals provided by 
Fr. Eric’s seminary, Trinity School for Ministry and written 
by various professors and alumni of the school.  They 
have been ordered and will be available in the back of 
the church in mid-November.  Let’s take this opportunity 
to all have a daily devotional time with God and to do it 
together!

Advent Devotionals
GUIDED BY SCRIPTURE
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Looking Forward to 2021
2020 has been a year to remember.  What 2021 will hold 
is not yet clear, but it does seem clear that we will not 
simply return to where we were.  We do look forward to 
more and more of a return to “normal” at least in terms 
of being able to have full, regular, in-person worship 
and other events, but 2020 has changed us and it has 
changed St. John’s.

I anticipate three major emphasizes as we move into 
2021:

First, we will work hard at the return to in-person congre-
gational life when it is safe to do so.  Sadly, many have 
gotten out of the habit of church and we will need to 
work hard to re-gather folks for in-person events as we 
also work to keep them as safe as possible.  I know that 
some are very anxious for this return and will certainly 
be here, but for others we will need to work to not let 
them slip away.  There will also be new opportunities as 
re-opening progresses and we will look to take advantage 
of whatever opportunities may come up.  We will con-
tinue to follow federal, state and local health guidelines, 
policies from our diocese and our own sense of what is 
appropriate for our congregation and community striving 
to balance responsible behavior in a pandemic with the 
human need for love and connection.

Second, we will continue to pour effort and resources into 
the online components of our life together.  We have be-
come accustomed to worship services being livestreamed, 
meetings and Bible studies on Zoom and experiencing 
much more of our parish life virtually.  I’ve had a very 
steep learning curve this year and spend far more time 
doing online things than ever before.  While we pray that 
a vaccine will allow us to return to in-person life, I do not 
believe that the online component will ever go away.  For 
at least a decade now, we have had almost no first time 
visitors to St. John’s who had not already been to the 
website.  Going forward, I think we will rarely see a visitor 
who has not already joined a livestreamed worship ser-
vice.  This means that we will need to continue to invest 
in the quality of what we present online.

Let me pause here to express my sincere thanks to Andy 
Lester who has worked tirelessly and faithfully to get us 
to where we are today, and his sons, Will and Jack, have 
also been conscripted on several occasions!

We will also need to continue to make Zoom-type options 
available for our gatherings meetings, classes, etc. and I 
do not believe that need will go away.  This will now be 
an assumed facet of parish life.  I am hoping that we will 
convert a room into a digital conference room with the 
appropriate technology to do this easily and well.

Third, (but first in my prayers and excitement!) we are 
preparing to launch a Hispanic ministry in the coming 
year.  We had a parish meeting about this in September 
and it was covered in the last Good News.  A general 
strategy and budget has been worked out and this will 
come before the vestry at our November meeting.  At this 
point I can say that we have a Hispanic priest who will 
lead this effort, Canon Luis De La Cruz from Kissimmee, 
and I have proposed to the vestry a budget of $10,000 for 
2021 which would come from the land sale proceeds.  I 
am very excited about what God will do both in the His-
panic community here in central Brevard County and also 
in St. John’s!  Please be in prayer for this work!

I am praying and excited for the year ahead and all that 
God will do among us!

Fr. Eric Turner,
Rector

GROWING SERVANTS OF CHRIST

Converge: 
Our Joint Youth Ministry 

Two Episcopal Churches in the area have teamed up for 
ministry with middle and high school students:  Holy 
Apostles, Satellite Beach and St. John’s now have a joint 
youth ministry called “Converge” and meets:

Every Sunday during the regular school year 

4 - 6 p.m., 

at Holy Apostles’ Episcopal Church, Satellite Beach

SUSPENDED DURING 
PANDEMIC
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Outreach Focus
NOVEMBER
The Outreach Focus for 
November will be New 
Life Mission which was 
formerly known as the Brevard Rescue Mission.  New 
Life Mission works to permanently break the cycle of 
homelessness in families by providing homeless  
women with children housing, access to health care, 
transportation, education, nutrition, job training and  
life skills in a safe, Christ-centered residential  
setting.    

DECEMBER 
Our Outreach Focus for December 
will be Anchor House Ministries,  
a ministry of the Diocese of Central 
Florida and located in Auburndale 
FL.  This is a residential facility  
that provides shelter, education, counseling and spiritual 
care to adolescent boys who come from broken homes 
and have had trouble with the law.  We have a long 
tradition of supporting this vital work both by cash con-
tributions and by hosting some of the young men from 
Anchor House for beach weekends here at St. John’s. 

SHARING HIS LOVE

Our first lay testimony was on Sunday, October 18 from Mike and Brenda Milner,  
presented by video.  Here is a transcript of what they had to say:

Mike:  When we moved to the Melbourne area, we found St. John’s, a church where we could be active participants, 
where we could connect to the community, and where we could learn and grow ourselves spiritually - a perfect place 
for us to be.  We began giving first fruits or tithing many years ago.  It was a challenge to take the first 10% and give it 
to the glory of Jesus Christ.  We believe strongly in that.  Tithing is scripturally based.  What we try to do is look at “for 
when I was hungry, you gave me food, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me” 
(see Matthew 25:35-36).  We try to apply that to our giving and St. John’s helps us to do that.  We believe strongly in 
that.

Letting God into our finances is a great way to keep God active in our lives.  It’s where our heart is.  I’m the budget 
guy and the best part of the budget is dealing with tithe, making our contribution to St. John’s, making our contribu-
tion to advancing Jesus’ kingdom on earth.  That is why we tithe.  It has been a tremendous blessing to us spiritually 
and emotionally to be able to deliver resources to the church and to the community in service to Jesus’ mission.

Brenda:  It is very biblically based.  I want to share a couple of scriptures with you.  Mike mentioned Matthew 6:21 
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”   We really feel that our hearts are at St. John’s, so that is 
where our treasure is going to be.  Also, in 2 Corinthians 9:7, it says “Each of you should give what you have decid-
ed in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  I hope this has been a 
blessing to you and helps you decide how to give to St. John’s, either in time, talent, or treasure.

Mike and Brenda Milner

Stewardship 2021
Stewardship packets for 2021 have been mailed 
and if you did not receive on, please contact the 
church office (321-254-3365 or office@stjohnsm-
lborg) and we will get you one.  Pledge Sunday is 
November 8, when we are asking that you have 
your pledge cards in.

GROWING SERVANTS OF CHRIST

The Annual Christmas Open 
House at the Turners will  
not be held this year due  
to the pandemic.  

We look forward to  
welcoming everyone  
again soon!
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Gifts from the Heart Christmas Shop
Dear Friends, 

It’s the time of year when we launch our Gifts from  
the Heart (GFTH).  First launched in 2016, GFTH is an  
innovative alternative Christmas experience supporting  
families being served by nine local nonprofit organizations 
who need a hand-up, not a handout.  The nine nonprofit 
groups are:  Neighbor Up Brevard; Club Esteem; Love, INC.; 
Family Promise of Brevard; Community of Hope; Eckerd  
Connects; New Life Mission (formerly Brevard Rescue  
Mission); Habitat for Humanity or Brevard; and the Space 
Coast chapter of Children’s Home Society.  

GFTH affirms the dignity of the parents by offering them  
the opportunity to purchase gifts for their children at a 
dramatically reduced and affordable cost.  Instead of watching while their children are given presents 
by others (a handout), the parents are given a hand-up to purchase gifts on their own.  In 2019 the number of children 
served increased by 37% (from 310 to 425).  This year the anticipated number of children has risen to 600!

How the program works – Toys are donated by the community and sold at steep discounts in the GFTH giftshop over 
several days in early December.  The highest priced item is never more than $15 for items like new bikes (with helmets) 
that retail for significantly more.  Given the economic fallout of COVID, there is a plan to lower gift prices even more in 
2020.

St. John’s will still be using the Giving Tree Ornaments this year.  However, since all the rules of “normal” have 
changed, we will be modifying the way we account for the ornaments.  While we will have the actual ornaments  
available at the church, there will be a virtual list available to everyone on the St. John’s chat list.  If you wish to  
select your gift in this manner, fill in your name and information next to a gift you want to provide so everyone will 
know it is taken.  Monetary gifts are also welcome.

Other ways to participate – Visit the GFTH website (www.giftsfromtheheartshop.com) to select a gift.  Online monetary 
donations are welcome.  If you wish to write a check, please make the check payable to Family Promise of Brevard and 
be sure to write GFTH in the memo line.

The toys may be dropped off at St. John’s or delivered to Sorensen Moving & Storage (950 W. Eau Gallie Blvd.,  
Melbourne, FL).  All gifts to be delivered to St. John’s must be received by Sunday, November 29th.  If you plan to  
drop your gift off at Sorenson Moving & Storage, the deadline is December 4th.

Please feel free to call or email me with any questions.  321-446-4266 or badgio99@gmail.com.

Thank you for your loving and generous hearts!
Susan Badgio
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Some Things I’m Thinking About
Fr. Eric Turner

This is actually an excerpt from an article by Carey Nieuwhof, one of the church leadership gurus that I follow closely.  
I’ve shared a number of his articles with the vestry but this one I thought pertinent enough to share with all of you, 
especially as we have a little extra space in this newsletter.  As I indicate elsewhere in this newsletter, I think this  
pandemic has changed the church in ways we are only beginning to comprehend.

Of course, this article is deliberately general, not directly about St. John’s, but it is worth pondering.

HERE COMES 2021: 7 THINGS EVERY LEADER SHOULD BE PREPARING FOR NOW

1. Uncertainty 
Right now, nothing is really predictable.  Leading through uncertainty—in this case, prolonged uncertainty—requires 
a whole new skill set.  If you want to position yourself to lead well in the midst of uncertainty, develop your agility and 
flexibility.  Those two attributes will help you respond as things continue to change.

2. Instability 
Uncertainty is one thing.  It removes your ability to see what’s ahead and around.  Instability is different.  Instability 
means that the present circumstances are volatile and unsteady.  They just keep changing all the time.  Think about the 
return to church for most leaders. Most church leaders thought people would surge back to in-person worship. That 
hasn’t happened.  And now most church leaders who have reopened for physical gatherings find themselves caught in 
the trap of having inadequate resources to do both online and in-person services well.

One of the best ways to lead through instability is to pour more resources into what’s gaining traction and removing 
resources from what isn’t.  In an unstable environment, when you find momentum, fuel it.  And keep experimenting.

3. Economic Strangeness 
I wanted to call this economic ‘volatility,’ but that would be too charitable.  The economy right now is just, well, 
strange.  It’s been a very uneven year.  The poor have gotten poorer, the rich have become richer.  People are spending 
like there’s no tomorrow on luxury goods and real estate and also saving money at historic highs, while others on the 
lower end of the socioeconomic spectrum go broke.  Downtown cores are seeing commercial real estate vacancies 
soar, and the stock market is soaring to record heights. while whole sectors of the economy are on the verge of disap-
pearing.

Who knows what’s going to happen next?  And the US Presidential election just throws an extra measure of unpredict-
ability into the mix.

4. Opportunity
In the midst of all of this is opportunity.  Great innovation is born out of great crisis.  Crisis is an accelerator, and many 
of the changes we’ve seen (the emerge of the home as the new hub for fitness, schooling, work, shopping, entertain-
ment and church) were coming anyway, they just got here faster.

The very obstacle you’re fearing might be the greatest opportunity you’re facing. It all depends on how you look at it.  
So, what are you seeing? Obstacle or opportunity? The future belongs to those who find the opportunity.
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5. Model Reboot 
Along with finding the opportunity comes rebooting your model.  The longer the uncertainty and volatility continue, 
the more outdated your previous model as an organization becomes.  Long before the pandemic, the existing church 
model of in-person attendance in buildings was showing signs of ineffectiveness.  The crisis is accelerating both your 
opportunities and your need to change.

Now more than ever, churches that love their model more than their mission will die.

6. Staff Reallocation 
My guess is your staff and volunteers are positioned to lead in the old reality not the new reality that’s emerged.  But 
as what we all thought might be a temporary blip becomes a protracted crisis, it’s probably time to rethink how you 
allocate your staff.  The half time ‘tech guy’ isn’t going to get you into the future.  Nor is the tack on of  ‘website and 
social media’ to someone’s already full-time job description.

One way to think through the model reboot and staffing allocations is to ask yourself, “If we were launching today, 
what would we do?” Then go do it.  In a prolonged crisis, every organization that will prevail is acting like a start-up. 
So, act like a start-up.

7. Deeper Personal Reserves 
I saved the most important until last, but the best thing you can do is deepen your personal reserves for the season 
ahead.  Maybe you’re thinking that time off will heal you (at Christmas, in February…whenever). I doubt it.
Time off won’t heal you when the problem is how you spend time on.  The cure for an unsustainable pace is to create 
a sustainable pace.

For me, that means mastering the art of saying no, clearing my calendar, deciding to quit doing the things that aren’t 
working and building in margin to the every day.  If you think you can’t afford to do that, you’re wrong.  You can’t 
afford not to do that.

For the complete text, or for more from this author, visit careynieuwhof.com.
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Vestry Notes
The Vestry met on August 24, 2020 masked and socially distanced in the Parish Hall and virtu-ally via Zoom.   
The August 2020 financials were reviewed and discussed, the first version of the 2021 budget and the 2020/2021  
Stewardship campaign were presented.  The Vestry discussed Fall reopening and related considerations.  The drive  
to raise organ repair funds was underway.  Next steps for consideration of a Hispanic ministry were reviewed.

The Vestry met again on October 15, 2020.  The September financials were presented which showed a marked  
decrease in income.  This will be monitored to determine if it is a trend or outlier.  The findings from the Mutual  
Ministry Review were presented, discussed, and plan-ning for next steps begun.
Financial Summary:

Family Promise Competes for $25K Grant and  
Continues Helicopter Ball Drop Fund Raiser 
State Farm Insurance sponsored a Neighborhood Assist Grant Program which 
awards twenty-five, $25,000 grants to 200 nationwide causes.  FPOB was one  
of the causes selected to compete for the 25 grants, a significant achievement itself.  
 The program ran from September 23 through October 2 and individuals could vote 
up to 10 times a day for their cause.  Many St. John’s parishioners voted throughout the competition.  The final results 
will be released November 4.  As of October 1, one day before the voting ended, FOB was in 13th place.

According to Tara Pagliarini, FPOB Executive Director, the $25K grant would be used for homeless prevention.    
She said, ”the State Farm grant is an investment that would help no less than 100 of our neighbors and their children 
from falling into homelessness through short term case management and eviction prevention.  FPOB has already  
experienced an increase of 225% in requests for prevention assistance during the pandemic.  To date, 94% of the  
families have remained stably housed.”

A sincere thank you for St. John’s terrific support.

We continue to expect the Shelter Program, which we have participated in the past three years, to be resumed  
sometime after the beginning of the year.  We look forward to continuing the great support of the St. John’s  
congregation we have enjoyed in the past.

The Helicopter Ball Drop fund raiser will be held November 7.  It involves buying “golf balls(s)” for a chance to win up 
to $5,000 if your ball is closest to the pin when the balls are dropped on the 7th.  One ball costs $25 or three balls for 
$100.  There are entry forms in the parish hall or enter using the FP website, www.familypromiseofbrevard.org. This is a 
great way to contribute to Family Promise and also have a chance of winning a nice cash prize.

If you want to join our St. John’s Family Promise team we can sure use you.  There is something for everyone.  Please 
contact our Coordinator, Ben Kendall, at ben.kendall@gail.com.

Lee Steininger • Sr Warden

SHARING HIS LOVE
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Mutual Ministry Review
The annual Mutual Ministry Review (MMR) was held October 6, 2020 in the parish hall.  The purpose of the MMR  
is to develop a strong ministry; how well the congregation and the ordained leaders are meeting God’s and our 
expectations of what can be achieved in our mutual ministry.  The five-member team included Father Eric, Sr. Warden 
Lee Steininger, Jr Warden Kathy Oas, Vestry member Linda Fletcher, and Congregant Skip Alcorn.  Discussion focused 
on a variety of ideas for church growth including areas of concern, activities of the congregation and lay people, and 
activities of the Pastor.

It was important to note that while the pandemic has already changed much of our church life, but that it also  
necessitates a careful and continuing review of where and how we are going and what St. John’s will look like  
in the next phases.

The meeting began with open discussion followed by discussion of the congregation and Pastor.

Open Discussion included:
 - “What baselines do we use to communicate with both older and younger members of the congregation  
      recognizing such things as differences in interests, technological skills, and experience?”

Also of concern was needing measurable goals for areas such as discipleship and growth.  Traditional measures like 
average Sunday attendance no longer mean what they once did.

 - The team agreed we need a permanent room for technology communication like Zoom so equipment is in   
    place each time it is used and isn’t stores in several places and require long set up time.

 - The team felt St. John’s Connect is a valuable program and should be looked at for a source of congregation  
     feedback and information exchange.

 - Rethink how we do Bible studies and reach people in their homes and connect them to the church.

 - The Hispanic initiative was addressed and several ideas were presented to enhance integration successfully  
    and effectively. It was noted Diocese and Hispanic representatives from Orlando are visiting the weekend of  
               October 11.

The Congregation considerations centered on increasing St John’s Connects mission and the need to increase outreach 
into our community.

The Pastor is doing many administrative tasks that a staff should be doing to free him for Pastoral duties. Hopefully we 
can acquire admin support in the near future.

A summary of the findings was presented to the vestry at the October 15 meeting.

Respectfully,
Lee Steininger
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We hope that you are able to find one that meets with your regular schedule!

Tuesday evening at 7 p.m. in Fr. Eric’s office, led by Deacon Elizabeth. Contact Dcn. Elizabeth at 321-777-0168.  
NOW ONLINE ONLY. Email office@stjohnsmlb.org for log in information.

Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. at Fr. Eric’s home (4581 Bellaluna Dr., West Melbourne), Contact Fr. Eric at  
321-615-0205 for more information.  NOW ONLINE ONLY.  Email office@stjohnsmlb.org for log in information.

Friday morning:  TGIF – Men’s breakfast and Bible study, Fridays, 8 a.m. at the Old Village Restaurant, 
1180 Aurora Rd. (just west of Route 1).  In addition to solving all the world’s problems, we are studying the first epistle 
of Peter.  NOW ONLINE ONLY.  Email office@stjohnsmlb.org for log in information.

Adult Christian Education - Sunday morning Adult Christian Education at 9 a.m. has started back up.  We are  
gathering in the Parish Hall at 9 a.m. and via Zoom and we are studying the book of Genesis, a grand and dramatic 
story of God’s work among us and our attempts to understand that work!  For the Zoom link, visit stjohnsmlb.org  
and click on Worship Live Stream or email office@stjohnsmlb.org.

Guided by Scripture
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November December
Elizabeth Murray • 11/02

Sarah Kendall • 11/06

Roberta Ardinger-Smith • 
11/07

Lee Steininger • 11/08

Jimbo Windt • 11/11

Ellen Huffman • 11/14 

Sara Roley • 11/14

Terry Highland • 11/20

Megan Hambel • 11/27 

Debbie Campbell • 11/28

Patti Coleman • 11/30

Eric Turner • 12/09 

Brenda Williams • 12/09 

Charlene Turner • 12/10 

Barbara Holliday • 12/12 

Bailey Oas • 12/14 

Edie Bennett • 12/20

Sharon Tuten • 12/24

Tessa Scarboro • 12/24

John Seymour • 12/30

November December
David & Lesa Kaleel • 11/7

Bill & Ruth Renner •  11/22
 
John & Patti Coleman • 11/28

Robert & Franny Boersma • 12/15 
Eric & Charlene Turner • 12/15 
Paul & Lorraine Burleson • 12/19
Hasty & Julie Miller • 12/23 
Brian & Lilian Collins • 12/26 
Randy & Eloise Evans • 12/27
Bill & Teresa Chernault • 12/30
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610 Young Street
Melbourne, FL 32935

Daughters of the King .............................Nov. 1 - Via Zoom - 12 noon
Pledge Sunday ............................................................................. Nov. 8
School of Healing Prayer (Level 2) ......................................Nov. 12-14
Daily Bread Duty Day ................................................................ Nov. 15
Vestry Meeting ........................... Nov. 19 - In-Person & Zoom - 7 p.m.
Thanksgiving Worship .............. Nov. 26 - In-Person & Zoom - 10 a.m.
Advent Quiet-Day ..............Dec. 5 - In-Person & Zoom - 9 a.m. - noon
Hispanic Team Visit .....................................................................Dec. 12
Vestry Meeting ........................... Dec. 17 - In-Person & Zoom - 7 p.m.
Daily Bread Duty Day ...................................................... December 20
Christmas Eve Festival Worship ............................. Dec. 24 - In-Person  
                                                                               & Livestream - 8 p.m.
Christmas Day Worship .................. Dec. 25 - In-person only - 11 a.m.


