
The Rev. Eric Turner
Rector

October 11, 2020

Dear Friends,

Our 2021 Stewardship Campaign is underway, and Sunday, November 8 is our designated “Pledge
Sunday.”

As Christians we believe that not only are we a gift from God, but all that we possess are gifts from God. 
We all possess time (in varying amounts), talents (of varying levels), and treasure (our assets and
income). At this time of the year we are asked to reflect and to project how we can return these gifts to
St. John’s in the year 2021.

Please spend time, thought, and prayer for the future of St. John’s Episcopal Church.  Since March of this
year, our “normal church experiences” have been altered or suspended.  With Father Eric’s leadership
and through the efforts of many of our members we have been able to stay connected with our church by
live streaming Sunday services online, Saturday drive-in service, some bible study groups online, St.
John’s website, St. John’s email chat, weekly enews on Thursdays, on Facebook and through St. John’s
Connect (a new phone ministry).

While we feel that much of our church life is in a state of suspension, we envision a future when St.
John’s will become vibrant again.  A definition of stewardship is “the responsible oversight and
protection of something that we consider worth preserving.”  We are committed to the long-term
health and vitality of St. John’s, and your contributions are an integral part of building that
legacy.

The biblical standard for giving is the tithe (10% of our income).  While many of us fall short of this
standard, it is suggested that you consider a long range plan of pledging more each year.

Included with this letter is your official 2021 pledge card.  You will also find a summary of the proposed
2021 budget on the back of this letter.

You can place the completed pledge card in the offering plate at church or you can mail it to St. John’s in
the enclosed return envelope on or before November 8.  Keep in mind that the Vestry needs your input
in a timely manner in developing our 2021 budget.  Please make every effort to submit the completed
cards on time.

Arrangements have been made for you to submit your completed pledge card online, if you wish. Also,
you will be able to utilize PayPal as a means of fulfilling your pledge payments, if you wish.  Instructions
are included.

Thank you for your prayerful and generous consideration.

The Stewardship Committee,

Katherine Codlin-Wilson Fr. Terry Highland Jack Kenworthy

610 Young Street, Melbourne, Florida 32935
321.254.3365   a  eric@stjohnsmlb.org   a  stjohnsmlb.org



St. John’s Episcopal Church 2021 PROPOSED Budget

2020 Budget 2021 Proposed

INCOME

Pledge & Plate $193,751 $199,464*

Other Income $20,070 $20,820

TOTAL INCOME $213,821 $220,284

EXPENSE

Employee costs $136,678 $141,008**

Parish Operations $13,895 $14,256

Facilities $38,811 $40,479

Programs $1,575 $1,750

Diocese $22,862 $22,791***

TOTAL EXPENSES $213,821 $220,284

* Based on expenses.  This is what we need from Pledge & Plate income to make this budget.

** Assumes a 2% raise for all staff.

*** Percentage asking from Diocese has gone down slightly.

NOTE: This is a Proposed budget.  Actual budget will reflect actual pledges, anticipated plate
contributions and the latest information available regarding anticipated expenses.  The actual 2021 Budget
is expected to be enacted by the Vestry at the December 2020 meeting.


