FEBRUARY 2018

THE GOOD NEWS
WEEKLY SCHEDULE

A WORD FROM THE RECTOR

SUNDAY

Dear Friends,

7:45 a.m. — Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. — Adult Christian Education
9:00 a.m. — King’s Kids
10:00 a.m. — Holy Eucharist, Rite II*
(Nursery is available)*

MONDAY
2:00 p.m. — Bible Study (location varies
See Hope Johnson)
7:00-8:00 p.m. — A.A. (Big Book Study)

TUESDAY
7:00 p.m. — Bible Study, Fr. Eric’s home
7:00-8:00 p.m. — Bible Study Fr. Eric’s Office

“Love means never having to say you’re sorry.”
The line comes from the 1970 novel and film “Love Story,”
written by Erich Segal, and has been both repeated and
mocked ever since. While it may sound terribly romantic,
I think we must admit that at the deepest level, it is not true.
In a loving relationship, one does not need to obsess on every failing. We don’t need
to apologize every time we forget to put the spoon in the dishwasher. But in the more
weighty matters of relationships, “I’m sorry” is critical.
This February, we celebrate both Ash Wednesday and Valentine’s Day. Ash Wednesday
reminds us that essential to the Christian faith is acknowledging our failure to live
as God intended and that we therefore need a Savior to rescue us. Therefore, we set
aside a season of each church year to examine and recall our desperate need for God.
It is not that penitence is only appropriate at this time, but rather that a season of
focus helps us not to forget our need the rest of the year.

FRIDAY

While Valentine’s Day normally focuses on the passion and “warm fuzzies” of a
romantic relationship, a part of that picture includes the acknowledgment that neither
one involved in a relationship is perfect and both need the love and forgiveness of the
other. Saying “I’m sorry” is one of the most loving things we do because it acknowledges that the other is worthy of our best and that we often fall short. In the final
analysis, to fail to say “I’m sorry” is to imply that the other is not important enough
to be worth our best.

8:00 - 9:15 a.m. — TGIF Men’s Breakfast
and Bible Study at Memaw’s
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. — A.A. Beginner, Open Meeting
7:30 - 8:30 p.m. — A.A. Open Meeting

Part of “I’m sorry” is the commitment to change, in both our relationship with God
and our closest personal relationships. It is worth thinking about how we get from
“I’m sorry” to real change.

WEDNESDAY
7:00 p.m. — Choir practice in the Sanctuary

SATURDAY
8:30 - 9:30 a.m. — Mary’s Circle Women’s Bible
Study (1st Saturday each month)

In February, we begin the forty day season of Lent. By today’s standards, it seems a
long time to be in a season of penitence and fasting. Forty days! If you think that’s
a long time, there was a time when it was three years!
Continued on Page 2...

There are some things that just take time and changing the
human heart is one of them. Real, meaningful and lasting lifechange is one of the most difficult things for us to accomplish.
Witness the number of New Year’s Resolutions that have already
been abandoned, perhaps to be resurrected again next year. But
to make changes real and embed them in our lives takes time,
and lots of it. There is no quick fix for the human heart.
As we move through this season of Lent, be thankful for the
gift of time. Don’t be surprised if new Lenten disciplines don’t
immediately take hold and become second nature. Give God the
time to accomplish His work in you. He won’t be done tomorrow.
He won’t even be done when you take your last breathe. But He
will complete it! Remember the words of Paul to the church at
Philippi, “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good
work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ.” (Philippians 1:6) And that could be awhile!
See you there!

In Christ,
The Rev. Eric Turner - Rector

St. John’s Episcopal Church

610 Young Street• Melbourne FL, 32935
Phone: 321.254.3365 • Web Site: www.StJohnsMLB.org
Church email: Office@stjohnsmlb.org

March “Good News”
Deadline

Our goal is to publish the Good News in time to arrive in
homes by the last Sunday of each month, for the following
month.
We need to allow time to assemble the content before
sending it to our graphic designer, Shea Steininger, and
a week for her to layout and edit.
The deadline for the February issue will be
Tuesday, February 13.
Please email (preferred) your submissions to Katie Wilson
at kcodlinwilson@cfl.rr.com or get them to the church
office by January 16, 2018.

Bishop Gregory O. Brewer
Rector Fr. Eric Turner

Eric@stjohnsmlb.org • Cell: 321.615.0205

Deacon Elizabeth Murray

yarrumea@gmail.com • Cell: 321.777.0168

Birthday Card Ministry
January — February: Carol Yackulics
March — April: Roberta Ardinger-Smith
May — June: Anneke Bertsch
July — August: Linda Fletcher
Sept — October: Angie Brown
November — December: Rosie Scheunemann

Coffee Hour
Coffee Hour is a part of the Sunday morning experience
that’s enjoyed by many, but it takes volunteers to make
it happen. Please take a turn by signing up in the parish
hall for a Sunday. And remember – you do not need to
provide a full feast!
Just put on the coffee, mix up the cold drinks, put out
whatever food people bring in, and take care of the
clean-up.
If you enjoy coffee hour, sign up to help!
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Outreach Focus

Seaside Stichers
Meets at St. John’s. Church and members are
welcome to join! The schedule varies, so please
contact Shirley Muzzy (321.254.2206
or ShirleyMuzzy@aol.com).

For the month of February, the Outreach offering has
been designated to go to Habitat for Humanity in
support of the Apostles’ Build project, of which St. John’s
is a partner.
Habitat’s Mission Statement is “Seeking to put God’s
love into action, Habitat for Humanity brings people
together to build homes, communities and hope.”
We are part of a team of local churches building a home
right here in Eau Gallie. Our commitment as an Apostles’
Build Partner includes a minimum contribution of $1,000
as well as providing several teams of volunteer.

Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Supper
We are returning to the tradition of a Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper! Tuesday, Feb. 13, 5:30 – 7 p.m. in the Parish Hall
you can feast on pancakes, sausage, etc. as we prepare for the
fast of Lent.
There will be a suggested donation of $5 per person,
with any profits (after groceries) going to outreach.

There is a sign-up sheet in the parish hall to
learn more about volunteering.
Everything in the lavender envelopes or marked for
outreach in the month of February will go to the
Apostles’ Build Project of Brevard Habitat for Humanity.
Thanks!

New Habitat Project –
Apostles’ Build

Three Episcopal Churches in the area have teamed up to launch
an exciting ministry for middle and high school churches: St.
John’s, along with Holy Apostles, Satellite Beach and St. David’s,
Cocoa Beach. The group is called “Converge”.
Meets every Sunday at 5:30 pm (new time!)
at the Schechter Community Center
1089 S. Patrick Dr., Satellite Beach
(corner of S. Patrick and Jackson)
For more information, visit cbey.weeble.com or
“Converge Brevard Episcopal Youth”

Habitat for Humanity of Brevard is beginning a new “Apostles’
Build” home at 2149 Cedarwood Drive, Melbourne FL (about
1.5 miles from the church, adjacent to the Booker T. Washington
neighborhood).
The “Wall Raising Ceremony” is scheduled for
Saturday, January 27 beginning at 9 a.m.
St. John’s has committed to be an Apostles’ Build Partner for
this project. We look forward to partnering with Habitat for this
project both financially and with volunteers.
Watch the Sunday bulletins and announcements for
more information.
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KEEPING
UP WITH
ST. JOHNS
ONLINE

ST. JOHNS WEB
StJohnsMLB.org
You will find a wide variety of information there
including schedules, the church calendar, archives
of the “Good News”, Sunday Ministry schedules,
the latest eNews and much more. Poke around!

FACEBOOK
You can also search “St. John’s Episcopal Church”
and like the page. Then you will get updates in your
newsfeed, which you can respond to, or share with
your friends.

ST. JOHNS CHAT
Is an email “list” that allows you to keep up with
the latest news at St. John’s, prayer list updates, etc.
You can also share things with others at St. John’s.
To subscribe, please just send your email address
to Fr. Eric at Eric@stjohnsmlb.org.

WEEKLY ENEWS
St. John’s Weekly eNews is a weekly (clever, huh?)
email newsletter giving information on upcoming
activities, what will be happening on Sunday, and
other things. It includes some reflections from Fr. Eric
on the lessons for the coming Sunday along with links
and other information. This comes out every Thursday
afternoon at 4 p.m. To subscribe, please send your
email address to Fr. Eric at Eric@stjohnsmlb.org.

DATE CHANGE!
St. John’s Parish Retreat
with Bishop Brewer!
St. John’s will be holding an “in-house” retreat April 6-8, 2018!
The Rt. Rev. Gregory O. Brewer, Bishop of Central Florida, will be with us for the
weekend and serve as our keynote speaker. The weekend will culminate in our
Bishop’s visit and Confirmation celebration on Sunday. The weekend will include fun,
games, worship, teaching, great food and more!
Mark your calendars now! Please speak with Fr. Eric if you would like to be part of
the planning team for this event!
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Scout Sunday
February 4 at the 10 a.m. service we will be joined by
members of our Cub Scout Pack and some of their families.
They will take part in the service and share some things about
what they are doing. If you are or were a Scout, feel free to dress
in your Scout garb!

Annual Convention of the
Diocese of Central Florida

Lenten Soup
Suppers are back!
Beginning Wednesday, February 21, we will have Lenten
Soup Suppers. We will have soup on at 5:30 p.m., begin a
teaching at 6 p.m. then begin a brief Taize worship at 6:30
p.m.
Everyone will be heading home by 7 (except the choir, who will
start their practice). Don’t worry if you can’t be there right at
5:30 – the soup will be on and hot and you can get a bowl and
join in at any time.
The teachings will build toward out Parish Retreat with
Bishop Brewer coming the weekend after Easter,
April 6-8.
As we have done in the past, various ministry groups will be
asked to be the primary providers of soup on various
Wednesdays, as well as to take responsibility for set up
and clean up.
Watch for the schedule in the Sunday bulletin!

Confirmation, Reception,
Reaffirmation

The Annual Convention of the Diocese of Central Florida
will be held Friday and Saturday, January 26-27 at Trinity
Episcopal Church in Vero Beach.
Elected by the vestry to attend from St. John’s will be
Anneke Bertsch, Linda Fletcher and Katie Wilson. Fr.
Eric Turner and Deacon Elizabeth Murray will attend
as clergy.

Do you want to be Confirmed, Received into the
Episcopal Church, or Reaffirm your Baptismal Vows,
the opportunity will be at the visit of Bishop Brewer
on April 8. If you want to pursue one of there, or if
you’re not sure if any of this applies to you, please
speak with Fr. Eric at 321-984-8152
or Eric@stjohnsmlb.org).
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A Point of Personal Privilege
I had a rather amazing experience in early December that I have shared on Facebook, but as many of you are not on
Facebook, I thought I would share it here as well. It just goes to show that there are no “coincidences” for those who trust
the Lord!
Last Father’s Day, my daughter, Elizabeth, gave me an Ancestry DNA test kit. I spit in the tube and sent it off, not expecting
anything dramatic. Turns out I’m mostly British, Scotch and Irish, as I already believed. Then it got really dramatic! I got a
note through the Ancestry.com system from John, a 40 year old man who had done the test and I came up in his report as
a first or second cousin. I did not recognize his name, but he told me that he was adopted and had been searching for his
birth parents for many years. He had his mother’s name, her birthday, and he knew that he had been adopted from a small
town in southern Ontario. I immediately knew that this was the son my cousin gave birth to and gave up for adoption 40
years ago!
My cousin, Patty, had gotten pregnant while in high school in Elyria, Ohio (near Cleveland). As was still common then, she
went away to have the baby and give it up for adoption. Since our Aunt was then working for the Province of Ontario as a
social worker overseeing adoptions, Patty went to her home and our Aunt managed the adoption, even selecting the family,
but always maintained the confidentiality of the adoption.
So, this now 40 year old man found me through our DNA match and I knew the story he had been seeking for years. My
first loyalty was, of course, to Patty, so I tracked her down that day. She was thrilled that he was seeking her! In fact, she
told me that she had kept her maiden name when she got married so that if he should someday seek her, it might be easier
for him to find her. With her permission, I sent him a short note outlining the story of his connection to our family and giving
him the contact info for Patty, his mother. They have been emailing back and forth, beginning the process of getting to
know one another, and John is actually planning to take his wife and two daughters to Colorado to meet Patty
and continue getting to know each other in person. I may even have the opportunity to meet him next summer.
We are all very thankful that he was adopted into a wonderful family whom he loves very much, with five siblings. Even
though I wasn’t seeking it out, never even considered the possibility actually, I’m thrilled that by God’s grace and
interweaving, I got to have a small part in connecting a mother and son!
Fr. Eric Turner

The Annual Parish Meeting of St. John’s Episcopal Church
will be held on Sunday, January 28, 2018 at 9 a.m.
in the parish hall. We will hear reports on the budget and
finances, on the Diocesan Convention, which will have just
wrapped up, new outreach efforts for 2017 and 2018 and
think together about the year ahead.
In addition, we will say “Thank you” to outgoing vestry
members Anneke Bertsch, Fred Scheunemann and
Sarah Kendall. At the time this newsletter is being
prepared, the following are standing for election to three
open slots: Anneke Bertsch (Anneke completed a one-year
partial term and so is eligible for election to a full, three-year
term), Ben Kendall and Cindy Marshall.
Parish Meetings are generally considered to be “snoozers” unless there is some big controversy. We are not going to create
a controversy just to boost attendance, but please don’t miss this important time to consider together our direction and life
as a parish!
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Family Promise of Brevard & St. John’s
2017 and beyond
St. John’s completed our first year as a host church for Family Promise of Brevard. We hosted seven families comprised
of 12 adults and 16 children. Of the seven families, 5 are now in permanent housing, one expects to be in housing soon,
and one family dropped out of the program. We are looking forward to our hosting in 2018, which began January 28th.
We are always looking for additional volunteers! What follows are some Q&A that we hope will inspire new
volunteer commitments:
What are some of the volunteer functions?
Our guests are with us Sunday night to the following Sunday morning. Volunteers prepare meals, host meals, stay overnight
at the church, and there is set-up and tear-down before and after the guests arrive. Also, there is laundry to do.
Sounds like a lot! Does one volunteer do all those tasks?
No. There are Team Captains that plan and organize volunteers to complete the needed tasks. That doesn’t mean one person
can’t be involved in more than one team, but it’s better to share the responsibilities so no one person is over-committed.
How much time does each task take?
Dinner Hosts eat and socialize with the guests. The hours are 5 p.m. - 8 p.m. Each team takes a one night of the seven-night
schedule.
Overnight Host teams stay at the church one night of the seven-night schedule.
The hours are 8 p.m. to 7 a.m. the following day.
Set up/Break Down: This team meets the Saturday before the host week begins to do light cleaning and stock the sleeping quarters for the guests and hosts. On the Sunday arrival, they set up the cots, make beds, and make sure there are linen
supplies. Break down is done the following Sunday - folding up cots, organizing soiled linen for the laundry team, cleaning
up the sleeping spaces. The more we have on this team, the more the work can be spread.
Laundry: The laundry team gathers the soiled linen, cleans, folds and re-stores the cleaned linen for the next cycle.
If you are interested in working with St. John’s FPOB hosting, please contact Lee Steininger at LeeStein645@aol.com
or (321) 773-7242.
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St. John’s now has two Daily Bread teams! We provide food serving teams
for the fourth Thursday (as we always have) and the third Sunday (new).

Your help is greatly appreciated!

THIRD SUNDAY

FOURTH THURSDAY

10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Contact Doug Ludwig
321.243.3686 • Ludwig.Murray@att.net

10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. • Contact Ian Johnson
321.674.0932 • Johnsoni051075@gmail.com

Duty Day for February:
Sunday, Feb. 18

Duty Day for February:
Thursday, Feb. 22

Vestry Notes
The Vestry met on Thursday, January 18th. Steve Bradley’s Treasurer’s report was favorable for the month of December
and the 2017 year ended with an $864 surplus. Two special, one time gifts totaled $15,000. As these were special gifts and
not part of ongoing pledge support, these funds were not included in the operating budget. The Treasurer recommended,
and the Vestry approved, allocating the surplus in 2018 as noted in the table below. Also of important note, the year-end
contributions to outreach, $13,731, was the highest in over a decade.
The Vestry planned for Vestry ballot counting and agenda items for the upcoming Annual Parish Meeting on January 28,
2018. Also, the Parish Retreat date had to be moved up one week to April 6 - 8 due to unexpected conflicts with the
Bishop’s schedule.
The Vestry bid farewell to outgoing members Anneke Bertsch, Sarah Kendall and Fred Scheunemann. Anneke filled
a partial term and so is eligible for election to a full term at the Jan. 28 Parish Meeting.

Surplus to be Distributed (see explanation in text, above)
Capital Projects Fund
2018 Budget Deficit Reduction (Operations Reserve)
Park Tree Replacement
Prior Year Deficit Reduction
Increase to Reserve
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$15,864
$5,000
$3,000
$1,000
$3,000
$3,864

Bible
Studies

We hope that you are able to find one that meets with your regular schedule!
Please check with your study leader for holiday schedule changes.
MONDAY AFTERNOON, 2 P.M. led by Hope Johnson.
This study will start back up for the fall on Monday, October 2. Location varies, please contact Hope Johnson at
321.431.1048 for more information.
TUESDAY EVENING, 7 P.M. in Fr. Eric’s office, led by Deacon Elizabeth.
Contact Dcn. Elizabeth at 321.777.0168 for more information.
TUESDAY EVENING, 7 P.M. at Fr. Eric’s home, 4581 Bellaluna Dr, W. Melbourne. We are currently using a wonderful
study called “Meeting God.” Call Fr. Eric at 321-254-3365 for more information.
MARY’S CIRCLE, a women’s Bible Study, studying the Apostle Paul in the book of Acts, gathers on the first Saturday
of the month in the Parish Hall at 8:30 a.m. Upcoming gatherings will be February 3 and March 3.
Contact Deacon Elizabeth Murray at 321-777-0168 for more information.
FRIDAY MORNING: TGIF: Men’s breakfast and Bible study, Fridays, 8 a.m. at Memaw’s, beachside, 600 E. Eau
Gallie Blvd. 321.254.3365. In addition to solving all the world’s problems, we are studying the book of Revelation.
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION meets every Sunday at 9 – 9:45 a.m. in the Parish Hall. We are studying Colossians,
the letter of St. Paul to the church at Colossae, addressing issues that bedevil us yet today. All are welcome!
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Sunday Ministry Schedule-February
Date

Feb 04

Feb 11

Feb 18 (DB)

Feb 25

10:00 A.M. Service
Greeters

A. Bertsch
A. Weeks

I. and M. Johnson

J. Miller
A. Weeks

A. Weeks
L. Fletcher

Ushers

M. Schexnayder
M. Tanner

S. Kendall
B. Chernault

S. & G. Bradley

D. Ludwig
S. Kendall

Lector

C. Turner

A. Weeks

K. Hoffman

M. Tanner

K. Oas

A. Hoffman

A. Bertsch

H. Johnson

Acolytes

W. Lester

J. Lester

C. Williams

S. Williams

Nursery

TBD
K. Kuhn

L. Calvert
D. Crane

S. Tuten
M. Schexnayder

D. Crane
C. Marshall

E. Murray
T. Chernault

E. Murray
J. Miller

E. Murray
T. Chernault

E. Murray
J. Miller

Counter

A. Sykes

K. Wilson

G. Bradley

A. Sykes

Sound

A. Lester

S. Bradley

W. Lester

B. Kendall

V. LEM

H. Johnson

C. Marshall

A. Hoffman
S. Manzer

S. Kendall

Prayers

C. Marshall

C. Turner

H. Johnson

A. Bertsch

LEM

King’s Kids

7:45 A.M. Service
Greeters

D. Disney

R. & E. Huffman

T. Greene

A. Brown

Ushers

S. Hayes

TBD

B. Baumgardt

TBD

Lector

H. Martin

L. Miller

P. Perian

P. Jarvela

R. Huffman

T. Scarboro

E. Huffman

A. Hoffman

LEM

Please arrange a substitute if you are unable to serve as scheduled. The published schedule will not necessarily reflect those changes.

Birthday’s
Dallas Smith • 02/02
Tyler Heusinkveld • 02/02
Anne Scruggs • 02/03
Bill Chernault • 02/08
Pam Jarvela • 02/08
Pam Davis • 02/09

Randy Evans • 02/13
Chuck Strissel • 02/14
Hope Johnson • 02/18
Angie Brown • 02/19
John Campbell • 02/19
Elizabeth Turner • 02/22
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Dick Martin • 02/26
Gloria Kenworthy • 02/26
Bob Scruggs • 02/27

FEBRUARY
2018

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
FPB Family Hosting

FRIDAY

1

FPB Family Hosting

SATURDAY

2

8:00 am
TGIF

FPB Family Hosting
Scout Sunday

4

7:45 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am
Adult Christian
Education
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30 pm
Converge

5

7:45 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am
Adult Christian
Education
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30 pm
Converge

13
5:30 pm
Shrove Tuesday
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts
7:00 pm
Bible Study
7:00 pm
Bible Study

Office Closed
2:00 pm
Bible Study

19
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

2:00 pm
Bible Study

7:00 pm
Bible Study

10:00 am
Ash Wednesday at
Victoria Landing
11:00 am
Ash Wednesday
7:00 pm
Choir practice
7:00 pm
Ash Wednesday

26

7:00 pm
Bible Study
7:00 pm
Bible Study

7:00 pm
Vestry

10

16

17

23

24

8:00 am
TGIF

22
10:00 am
Daily Bread

7:00 pm
Choir Practice

27
6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

15

21
5:30 pm
Lenten Soup

7:00 pm
Bible Study

2:00 pm
Bible Study

9
8:00 am
TGIF

14

20

Office Closed

Office Closed

8:30 am
Mary’s Circle

7:00 pm
Bible Study

12

25

8

7:00 pm
Choir Practice

7:00 pm
Bible Study

2:00 pm
Bible Study

18

7:45 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am
Adult Christian
Education
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
10:30 am
Daily Bread
5:30 pm
Converge

7

3

6:30 pm
Cub Scouts

Office Closed

11

7:45 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 am
Adult Christian
Education
10:00 am
Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:30 pm
Converge

6

FPB Family Hosting

8:00 am
TGIF

28
5:30 pm
Lenten Soup
7:00 pm
Choir Practice
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Upcoming Events
Annual Parish Meeting.......................................................Sunday, January 28, 9 a.m.
Family Promise Hosting............................................................ January 28 - Feruary 4
Scout Sunday..................................................................... February 4, 10 a.m. service
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper.........................................February 13, 5:30 - 7 p.m.
Ash Wednesday Worship............................................ February 14, 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
Lenten Soup Suppers.............................. Wednesdays, Feb. 21 - Mar. 21, 5:30 - 7 p.m.
Palm Sunday.........................................................................March 25, 7:45 & 10 a.m.
Maundy Thursday Worship................................................................ March 29, 7 p.m.
Good Friday Vigil.................................................................... March 30, noon - 3 p.m.
at Holy Trinity
Good Friday Liturgy........................................................................... March 30, 7 p.m.
Easter Celebration........................................................................6:30, 7:45 & 10 a.m.
Parish Retreat................................................................................................. April 6-8
Bishop's Visit............................................................................ April 8, 7:45 & 10 a.m.

610 Young Street
Melbourne, FL 32935

