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Introduction  

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) welcomes the opportunity to provide a 

submission to Greening Australia on the draft Strategy for the Australian Native Seed Sector (draft Strategy). 

 

About AMEC 

AMEC is a leading national minerals industry association representing over 395 member companies across 

Australia. Our members are explorers, emerging miners, producers, and a wide range of businesses and 

services working in and for the minerals industry. AMEC represents a growing number of companies exploring, 

mining, and investing around Australia. 

 

The minerals industry is a key stakeholder in the Australian native seed sector 

AMEC supports the initiative to develop a Strategy and the goal to “begin building the systems that enable the 

sector to improve the physical repositories of native seed”1. As noted in the draft Strategy, the mining sector is 

the largest, most significant, and most organised industry relying on the native seed sector2..  

Rehabilitation is an important part of the mining industry - not just a regulatory requirement but also a key factor 

in our social licence to operate. The industry relies heavily upon native seed for the completion of rehabilitation 

following mining and exploration. As with other stakeholders, the minerals industry could benefit from a more 

stable and reliable native seed supply. 

 

The minerals industry can support the objectives of the draft Strategy 

While many of the objectives described in the draft Strategy will require action from within the native seed 

industry, the minerals industry could provide support where appropriate. AMEC has identified the following 

objectives where the minerals industry may provide support or comment: 

▪ Strategic Objective 1: Quality – The minerals industry has a responsibility to carry out mining and 

exploration rehabilitation to a high standard, with regulated requirements from both Government and the 

community. High quality local native seed is important to the minerals industry and AMEC supports the 

adoption of minimum standards and a best practice framework for the native seed industry. Collection of 

 

1 https://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/3.01.pdf 
2 https://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/2.11_2.12.pdf 

https://amecinc.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/Ec0D23AUpv9KnpVy4PiBA7cBY_ec6qGea5U8qBqT3BOTxQ
https://amecinc.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/Ec0D23AUpv9KnpVy4PiBA7cBY_ec6qGea5U8qBqT3BOTxQ
https://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/3.01.pdf
https://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/2.11_2.12.pdf
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native seed for rehabilitation prior to mining activities could also support leading practice rehabilitation. 

This practice, along with appropriate storage, could support endemic species and optimal rehabilitation.  

▪ Strategic Objective 2: Market Co-ordination – The draft Strategy notes that uncertainty in relation to 

the demand of native seed, both quantity and species, is a recurrent issue for the native seed industry. 

Consultation with the mining regulator in each State or Territory could assist as part of the activity 

approval process requires an estimation of the amount of direct seeding (per hectare) and/or a report of 

disturbance data, depending on the jurisdiction. This information could provide an indication as to the size 

of areas that will require rehabilitation and native seed. The mining regulator in each State or Territory 

also has a role and/or full responsibility for the rehabilitation of legacy or derelict mine sites.   

▪ Strategic Objective 6: Sector Leadership – AMEC supports the objective to develop a ‘single voice’ for 

the native seed industry and looks forward to working with this future industry body as a key stakeholder. 

 

The minerals industry should be consulted during any regulation and legislation reviews  

As both a key stakeholder in the native seed industry and substantial contributor to the Australian economy, 

particularly regional economies, any proposed changes to legislation and regulations relating to the protection of 

native plant species should include consultation with the minerals industry. 

 

Include reporting on Key Performance Indicators (KPIs)  

Reporting should be an important part of any strategy to provide transparency on actions undertaken for each 

stated goal and ensure that the outcomes can be clearly identified and quantified. AMEC recommends that 

progress on the draft Strategy’s KPIs is published annually.  

 

AMEC looks forward to the release of the Strategy and further consultation on this important matter. If you have 

any queries regarding this submission, please do not hesitate to contact:  

Lucy McClean 

Director – New South Wales, Victoria & Tasmania  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


