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South Australian Budget targets jobs and growth 

 

The 2021-22 South Australian Budget includes a range of initiatives that will support South Australia’s 
mining and mineral exploration sector to leverage growth opportunities. 

The Budget demonstrates Government’s continued effort to drive growth in the economy, headlined 
by a $200M Jobs and Economic Growth Fund, a range of major public projects, and a major 
investment in health facilities and services. 

The Budget makes an $80M investment to complete the $270M upgrading of the Strezelecki Track, 
helping to improve access up South’s Australia’s northern regions.  

“The Strezelecki Track is a vital supply link and an essential transport corridor for outback 
communities, pastoralists and mineral explorers. This investment will help unlock significant regional 
development opportunities in the Far North.” Said AMEC Chief Executive Officer, Warren Pearce. 

$900,000 has been provided for a feasibility study into options to expand water supplies to northern 
South Australia, and $942,000 to further support the transformation of the Whyalla Steelworks. 

The mining and exploration also saw valuable initiatives supporting industry innovation and 
technological development, including $20.8M to transform Capability Centres at Lot Fourteen, as well 
as the establishment of the $8M Arkani Ngura National Test Mine and Innovation Centre which will 
create an internationally significant test mine at Oz Minerals Prominent Hill Mine. 

“The National Test Mine will support innovation and commercialisation of technologies across the 
resources, defence and space industries, and enable the testing of protype mining equipment helping 
industry to stay at the forefront of mining innovation,” said Mr Pearce. 

The State Government has also committed $1.1M to the purchase of a spectral geoscience 
instrument (HyLogger 4 and Raman Spectroscopy) for the State Core Library.  

“The HyLogger will help the State to leverage its substantial mineral core resource, used by mineral 
explorers to target new resources and assist in the discovery of new mines”, said Mr Pearce.  

$2.2M has been set aside over the forward estimates to expand the independent Landowner 
Information Service, to support landowners engaging with mineral exploration companies.   

In 2020/21 the State’s resources sector contributed just over $300M in royalties, which is anticipated 
to rise to rise to over $320M in coming years.  

“Exploration in South Australia has continued to grow in the 2020/21 year, demonstrating the 
effectiveness of the State Government’s effort to attract greater exploration interest and investment in 
the State.” 



 

“The State Government now needs to work with and support industry to turn this investment into new 
mining projects, creating substantial employment and economic opportunities, increased royalty 
revenues, and wide-ranging benefits for the South Australian economy and community,” said Mr 
Pearce. 

Also included in the Budget was a 12-month extension of payroll tax exemption for wages paid to 
eligible trainees and apprentices who commence a relevant training contract, up to the 30 June 2022, 
as well as a further $5.9M over four years to implement driver training reforms for the light and heavy 
vehicle industries.  
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