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Accelerated Discovery Initiative boosts growth in South Australia 
 

Round Two of the Accelerated Discovery Initiative announced today by Hon Dan van Holst Pellekaan 
MP will boost greater mineral exploration in South Australia.  Today, the Government awarded $4.5 
million to 22 companies to speed the discovery of future mines. 

“Congratulations to each of the 22 projects that will receive funding in Round 2 of the Accelerated 
Discovery Initiative announced today,” said Warren Pearce, Chief Executive Officer of the Association 
of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC). 

“The recipients reflect the broad spectrum of approaches to mineral exploration and the applications 
of technology needed to find the mines of the future.” 

“From collaborative modelling research of geochronology to geophysics surveys and cofunded 
drilling, each of the 22 recipients’ projects are contributing to a future discovery”. 

“Thankfully, the State Government responded to the high demand in Round 1, and increased funding 
in Round 2 from $3 million to $4.5 million, a 50% boost to the programme that has allowed for more 
companies to explore more opportunities.” 

“The 76 applicants for the ADI underscore the need for this program, and makes a convincing 
argument that a further boost in funding in the coming Budget would be a good investment”. 

A recently completed analysis by the University of Western Australia over ten years of a similar WA 
scheme, found that it generated at least a 10:11 return to community on every dollar invested. 

“A 10:1 return to the community for any Government program is stunning, and it is reasonable to 
expect a similar multiplier in South Australia.” 

“Greenfield mineral exploration has driven the success of South Australia’s mining industry. It is these 
discoveries that have delivered long-lasting jobs and benefits across the community.” 

“Ultimately, this Government initiative provides investors with an element of confidence needed to 
invest. As most of the world still faces economic constrictions arising from COVID-19, attracting much 
needed additional investment into South Australia should be a priority,” said Mr Pearce.  

 

FOR FURTHER COMMENTS CALL: 

Warren Pearce, CEO of AMEC – 0477 399 130 

 

1 Pg 9, http://www.dmp.wa.gov.au/Documents/Geological-
urvey/EIS_Economic_Impact_report_10_years.pdf 
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