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Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to be consulted on South Australia’s Waste Strategy, as it is of 

critical relevance to mining and mineral exploration.  

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a national industry body 

representing over 300 mining and mineral exploration companies across Australia, with 19 member 

companies actively exploring, mining and developing projects in South Australia. The mining and 

exploration industry make a critical contribution to the Australian economy, employing over 255,000 

people. In 2017/18, these companies collectively paid over $31 billion in royalties and taxation, 

invested $36.1 billion in new capital and generated more than $250 billion in mineral exports. 

Comments on the draft Strategy 

AMEC acknowledges the impressive and proactive approach the South Australian Government has 

taken to ensuring waste is effectively managed, and congratulates their nation leading results in 

achieving 80% of waste diverted from landfill in 2019. This figure represents a 13% improvement in 

14 years.  

We recognise that a circular economy creates a strong domestic supply of high-quality recycled 

materials for South Australia while supporting the objective to reduce waste diverted to landfill. 

However, when creating policies to implement the Strategy, care will need to be taken to ensure that 

there are no unintended consequences for the mining and mineral exploration industry. 

Waste management hierarchy 

The waste management hierarchy has been listed as one of the guiding principles for the State’s 

framework, guiding the 2020-2025 Waste Strategy. While internationally recognised as an aspirational 

framework for sustainability, it does not recognise that not all waste is currently recyclable. As such, 

the hierarchy does not account for a proportion of hazardous waste that could be contained from the 

biosphere over hundreds of thousands to millions of years in multi-barrier geological repositories. 

Through a geological repository, hazardous waste could be permanently isolated from the biosphere, 

protecting the environment and the health of South Australians.  

In order to ensure proactive waste management practices are holistic, industry recommends including 

provisions for stable geological repositories in the hierarchy. 
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For further information contact: 

Neil van Drunen     or   Samantha Panickar 

Manager, WA, SA, NT & Industrial Policy    Policy & Research Officer 

AMEC         AMEC 

0407 057 443        08 9320 5150  

       

 


