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AMEC welcomes Government investment in exploration 
 

The announcement made today by Minister for Resources, Water and Northern Australia, Hon Keith 
Pitt MP, of a further $125 million investment from the Federal Government to Geoscience Australia’s 
Exploring for the Future (EFTF) program has been welcomed by the Association of Mining and 
Exploration Companies (AMEC). 

“The decision to re-invest in the Exploring for the Future program shows a strong commitment to the 
continued growth of the mining and exploration industry and will help discover the next generation of 
Australian mines,” said AMEC Chief Executive Warren Pearce. 

 
“Over the past four years the EFTF has continued to demonstrate significant success in identifying 
Australia’s resource potential in the north, so we are pleased to see the Government increase its 
investment to the program.”  

“This program will bring long-term benefits to Australia and will help to attract local and international 
investment to Australia.” 

“This investment demonstrates the commitment of the Federal Government to support the mineral 
exploration industry, at a time when large parts of the mineral exploration have been hit hard by 
COVID-19.  

“AMEC has been advocating to the Government to assist the exploration sector through the 
pandemic, as mineral exploration companies have been locked out of the Commonwealth’s 
JobKeeper program, leaving the sector with limited support and many companies having to stand 
down employees and cease exploration” 

The EFTF program uses a series of cutting-edge geoscientific techniques to map the geological 
structures at unprecedented scale and detail, and it used to create a better understanding of our 
mineral, energy and groundwater systems. The EFTF is estimated to deliver over $2.5 billion in 
economic benefits and jobs in northern Australia. 

AMEC called for the extension of the EFTF in their 2020 Budget submission. 

“The exploration industry underpins our resource sector and the Federal Government’s investment in 
exploration will help our industry to bounce back quicker post-COVID19, and support the economic 
recovery of the country”, said Mr Pearce.  

More information on Exploring for the Future is available at Geoscience Australia’s website 

https://www.ga.gov.au/eftf
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