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Welcome to the first edition of the Explorer for 2020

COVID-19 has essentially re-written the rule book for work in Australia and it is having a massive impact on our industry.  Governments 
around Australia are putting in place a wide range of restrictive measures to slow the progress of the virus and to protect the safety of all 
Australians.  

Together these are having a profound and powerful impact across our society and our economy.  

The mining industry has been given special exemption from some of these restrictions relating to travel, enabling mining operations to 
continue under strict new guidelines and protocols, and to ensure the health and safety of our workforce and the broader community. In 
this we are fortunate, as many other Australian industries have been forced to close.  

We must ensure that our companies and our employees live up to these new requirements and we must show governments and the 
community how seriously we take this responsibility.  

For explorers, large areas are no longer accessible as governments try to protect Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders from the spread of 
COVID-19. For others, access and work can continue with limitations. 

COVID-19 has completely flattened investment appetite in mineral exploration and many other industries, and without the ability to access 
this critical source of funds, and with companies’ cash reserves depleting, the ability for many of these companies to survive the year is in 
question. 

This has obvious impacts downstream for service providers and the drilling industry, with many companies now having to consider what 
they can expend on further exploration at this time.  

We will all be faced with difficult decisions in the coming weeks and months. Some will be unavoidable. However, I would like to ask that 
all members consider the impact their decisions have on others in the industry:  that those companies that are able, do what they can to 
support their suppliers and service providers who are also enduring hard times. 

There are hundreds of small companies that service and support our industry. These companies will be hit hard, with not much reserve to 
buffer against these impacts.   It is my sincere hope that all our member companies are able to survive this crisis, and emerge at its end, 
able to assist our industry and country in the herculean task of economic recovery. 

Throughout this period, AMEC will be doing all it can to support our member companies. We are seeking cost relief from governments 
and advocating for financial assistance where needed, and we are working to keep the mining and exploration industry open for 
business.  At the same time we will continue to represent the industry on all other critical issues as we have always done. 

If there is anything we can do to assist you please don’t hesitate to contact us at any time.  

Warren Pearce 
Chief Executive Officer, Association of Mining and Exploration Companies 

AMEC PARTNERSHIPS 
 

We would like to sincerely thank our sponsors and commercial partners for their continuing support. AMEC members are 
encouraged to utilise their services at every relevant opportunity

CEO MESSAGE

http://www.allionlegal.com/
http://www.nationalminingchronicle.com.au/
http://openet.com.au/
http://www.ddh1.com.au/
http://strathearn.com.au/


COVID-19 
AMEC RESPONSE

Over the past few weeks, with the impact of COVID-19 and the response by governments, we have seen an unprecedented change in 
how our industry works. The speed of change has also been extraordinary, with announcements being made two and three times a day 
across State, Territory and Federal Governments.

Trying to provide an accurate picture of the state of play across Australia has hardly been possible with new information, new processes 
and new restrictions arising day by day. However, it does appear that the pace of change is finally slowing, and it becomes clearer what 
mid to long term restrictions for our industry will look like. 

FIFO travel between states has been severely curtailed in an effort to stop large movements of people between States, with significant 
new restriction on interstate travel. Travel within States and Territories is still permitted, with the exception of access to special bio-
security areas and restrictions to entering Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.  

Members can find up to date information on Border Closure and Travel Restrictions across Australia HERE.

AMEC has been working hard to provide up to date information to all members, across all jurisdictions, with daily email updates running 
out to all members. AMEC is in regular conversations with all levels of governments, advocating for the continued operation on both 
mining and exploration across Australia, where possible, and trying to ensure that restrictions on access and travel are achievable and 
practical. 

AMEC is advocating for cost relief on multiple fronts for exploration companies, which will be hit hard by an inability to raise and fund 
existing operations.   These efforts are proving effective with a number of States now announcing relief measures for our industry.

Further information on Financial Assistance Packages available from Governments across Australia can be found HERE. 

AMEC has also collected a range of Resources from across Government and industry that may be of assistance to members available on 
the AMEC website HERE

AMEC Members are able to contact the Association at any time for further information or advice.

For specific state information please contact your State Managers:

Western Australia, South Australia and Northern Territory  Neil van Drunen 0407 057 443 or neil.vandrunen@amec.org.au
New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania   Lucy McClean 0412 283 252 or lucy.mcclean@amec.org.au  
Queensland       Kate Dickson  0455743329 or kate.dickson@amec.org.au  
   
 

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is affecting us all. Prudent measures are required to 
remain agile and protect operations. A review of your insurances will ensure you have the 
right cover in place for the best price. As part of our advocacy to the mining and exploration 
sector, AMEC partners with preferred suppliers who demonstrate value and benefit to our 
community. Gallagher’s AMEC Mineral Exploration Insurance Facility is the most competitive 
in the market and has been endorsed by AMEC since 2006. Specifically, the D&O policy is the 
flagship product within this facility and remains a critical insurance for explorers. Available to all 
explorers, the Gallagher mining team will provide a no-obligation review and/or quote, to assist 
you moving forward. AMEC members receive a further 20% discount when they engage.
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Productivity Commission Inquiry - Resource Sector Regulation 
Draft Report Released  
The report makes a wide range of draft findings and clearly 
identifies that there is room for significant improvement in 
Australia’s regulatory framework for the Resources Sector. 
The Draft Report’s key message is that greater use of 
leading practices would encourage investment by removing 
unnecessary regulatory costs and would build confidence and 
trust in regulation of the sector across the wider community. 
You can read the draft report here 
AMEC will be making a submission on the Draft Report in 
consultation with members. Submissions are due 5 June 2020. 

Review of the EPBC Act – Submissions due in April 
The statutory review of the Act was launched in December 
2019 with the release of a Discussion Paper. You can find it 
here. AMEC has met with the Independent Review Panel and 
had very constructive dialogue, providing a number of member 
case studies to better illustrate the issues faced by member 
companies. We would welcome further member input on 
how the EPBC Act is currently working and how it might be 
improved.   AMEC will make a comprehensive submission to 
the Review on behalf of members. Submissions are due on 17 
April 2020.  

The R&D Tax Incentive Bill 
The Treasury Laws Amendment (Research and Development 
Tax Incentive) Bill 2019 proposes various changes to the R&D 
Tax Incentive Scheme. These include the introduction of an 
intensity test, increasing the expenditure threshold, linking the 
offset to corporate tax rates plus a premium and a cap on the 

FEDERAL

refundability of the offset at $4 million. Details can be found here.
AMEC has previously expressed concern with the proposed 
changes, particularly in relation to the introduction of the $4 
million cap and the link to the corporate tax rate plus a premium.  
The Bill is currently being considered by the Senate Standing 
Committee on Economics which is due to make its final report on 
30 April 2020. 

Junior Mineral Exploration Incentive 
AMEC has made a comprehensive submission to the Federal 
Government which is aimed at extending the JMEI beyond the 
Forward Estimates, increasing the annual funding allocation, and 
allowing the carryover of unused exploration credits. The decision 
to delay the Federal Budget until October this year means that a 
decision on further funding will also be delayed.  The fourth and 
final round of the initial program will be open for applications on 1 
June 2020, with $30m of allocations available. 

New AMEC Team Member – Samantha Panickar 
Samantha will be employed as our Policy Officer based in Perth. 
Samantha comes to us from the Department of Health, where she 
has been working as a Project Officer. Prior to that she worked 
as an Intelligence Officer at the Department of Justice, and in a 
number of roles in the Department of Premier and Cabinet and in 
State Ministerial Offices.  
Although, new to the mining industry, she brings a strong 
understanding of government and the policy development and 
decision-making processes, which will be extremely valuable for 
AMEC. Samantha will start with us on 20 April 2020. 

 

 

 

EXPERT ADVICE IN THE COMPLEX FIELD OF          
EXPLORATION & MINING TENURE MANAGEMENT? 

 

Our team of consultants can provide you with    
service and expertise in all aspects of exploration 
and mining tenure, including management, audits, 
environmental advice, native title and landholder 

negotiations and government liaison. 
 

With offices in Sydney, Perth and Brisbane,        
Hetherington Exploration & Mining Title Services is 
well placed to help you meet all your commercial 

needs.   

SYDNEY  BRISBANE PERTH 

02 9967 4844 07 3236 1768 08 9228 9977 

www.hemts.com.au 

AMEC is delighted to welcome ACORPP as our newest corporate 
partner.  ACORPP is an expert property consultancy that offers 
two key services. Simply put, we provide private and public sector 
clients with: 

     - Commercial whole-of-lease tenant representation; and 
     - Client-side project management in new construction and     
       commercial interior solutions. 

ACORPP complete their support with a range of ancillary property 
and lease-focused services.  Or they can design a customised 
suite of services to meet your specific needs.  

ACCORP has assisted AMEC, and many AMEC members, helping 
them to make significant savings on commercial accommodation.  

To learn how ACCORP could assist your business contact Isaac 
Begley at isaac.begley@acorpp.com.au or Justin Boelen at Justin.
Boelen@acorpp.com.au 

https://www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/resources#draft
https://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/about/review
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=r6473
http://www.hemts.com.au
http://www.nationalminingchronicle.com.au/
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Western Australia

Review of the Environmental Protection Act 
AMEC has made a submission to this statutory review and 
has supported initiatives aimed at streamlining, creating more 
efficient and effective practices, and in removing duplication. 
We also supported amendments which ensure the State 
Government’s ability to implement assessment and approval 
of bilateral agreements with the Commonwealth Government 
and provide a head power for certifying environmental 
practitioners.  AMEC met separately with the Minister’s 
office to provide direct input to ensure the inclusion of, the 
certification of environmental practitioners, and the ways this 
would be implemented.

Streamline WA Initiative focussed on Mining Environmental 
Approvals
Streamline WA continues, with AMEC and members 
participating in four workshops. The Mining Environmental 
Approvals Process has been secured as one of the three initial 
focuses of the initiative.  A draft of the Mining Environmental 
Approvals Process mapping is being prepared by Government.  
AMEC has also met separately with DMIRS to discuss 
achievable outcomes. 

Aboriginal Heritage reform
The WA Government continues to draft the new Aboriginal 
Heritage Bill, which may be introduced into Parliament this 
term.  AMEC is working in close liaison with both DPLH and 
DMIRS to nuance the practical operations of the proposed 
changes. AMEC has hosted three workshops and has drafted 
two submissions and met with the Department.  Thank you to 
the members who provided scenarios.  The decision of the 
Treasurer to remain in Parliament and seek re-election has 
meant that the urgency to pass this Bill may have shifted. 

Plan for our Parks & Fitzroy River National Park
AMEC remains concerned regarding the flawed 
implementation of the Plan for Our Parks commitment of an 
additional 5 million hectares of National Park.  The DBCA 
and DMIRS have jointly managed the process and AMEC has 
worked with affected members.  A large portion of the area 
identified for Plan for Our Parks has begun to seek relevant 
ILUAs. AMEC will continue to work with affected member 
companies to ensure that they have had the opportunity to 
put their case to government and to reinforce the importance 
of protecting these member’s projects. As a consequence of 
COVID-19 the WA Government has put Plan for our Parks on 
hold.

Minerals in Brine
AMEC has met with DMIRS to discuss amendments to the 
treatment of concentrators and evaporation ponds for 
minerals in brine under the Mining Rehabilitation Fund.  
The Government is engaging a consultant to calculate the 
appropriate rate for minerals in brine.  AMEC also continues to 
meet with Government to find a way to ensure the intention of 
the minerals in brine tenement rental charges are met in the 
implementation.

Human Induced Regeneration (Carbon Farming)
In December, the State Government approved carbon farming 
to occur on pastoral land.  A total of 43 projects are registered 
in WA through the national Emissions Reduction Fund (ERF). 
The decision to ratify WA carbon farming projects includes 
caveats secured by AMEC, including the exclusion of mining 
leases, State Agreement areas and pending mining/general 
purpose/miscellaneous licences from carbon project areas.  
Some members have mentioned that carbon farming is being 
cited as a reason (amongst others) to object to applications.

Yaamtji Nation Agreement
Formerly known as the Geraldton Alternative Area Settlement 
Agreement the Yaamtji Nation agreement, was signed 
on 7 February 2020. The Agreement resolves the State 
Government’s native title compensation liability in relation to 
48,000 square kilometres of land in and around Geraldton. 
It provides the Yamatji Nation with a $442 million package 
of benefits, plus approximately 100,000ha of land, that 
will ensure sustainable social and economic development 
and self-determination for current and future generations. 
Additionally, there are revenue streams from mining, and from 
leasing or sale of land in the Oakajee Industrial Estate, as 
well as a Strategic Aboriginal Water Reserve for use or trade.  
AMEC held an online briefing from Department of Premier and 
Cabinet for members. Link here. 

Geodatum to adjust
The description for mineral exploration licences is a 
geographical coordinate set comprising latitude and longitude 
intersections using the GDA94 datum. However, since the 
Australian tectonic plate is shifting 7cm North East a year 
adjustments are required to the Australian datum to maintain 
ground accuracy.
The Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety 
(DMIRS) is preparing for the introduction of the new GDA2020 
spatial datum. It is estimated that the changeover to the 
new datum will occur mid-2020.  AMEC is working closely 
with DMIRS to ensure there are no gaps that result between 
tenements.

To learn more please contact Neil van Drunen
on 0407 057 443 or neil.vandrunen@amec.org.au

STATES & 
TERRITORIES

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/yamatji-nation-indigenous-land-use-agreement-documents
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TAKE A BREAK
from D&O insurance headaches

Stay ahead of a challenging D&O market 
with Gallagher. Talk to us about our 

competitively priced facility tailored to 
mineral explorers (MEIF).

  
The best way to navigate through these 
uncharted waters is to simply be 
prepared. Know what your obligations 
and options are surrounding your lease. 
Here are some tips that may help: 

Act now 

• If your business is experiencing 
hardship, be aware that no landlord is 
obligated to amend a lease 
agreement however, the 
Government recommends that 
landlords, tenants and banks all work 
together to find solutions. 

Rental payments  

• Check your lease for rent abatement 
entitlements in certain conditions. 

• If you genuinely need rent relief have 
an open discussion with your 
landlord. Relief might be in the form 
of temporary suspension of 
payments, rent discount or a rent-
free period.  

• You should document special 
arrangements. Get advice before 
signing anything. 

 Critical dates 

• Note rent reviews and upcoming 
options to renew/extend. 

• Note when and how you are required 
to provide notices. Diarise it now. If 
you are not in a position to make a 
decision now, seek an extension to 
that notice period. 

• Be aware of any lease expiry dates 
within the next 6-12 months and have 
a 'Plan A' and 'Plan B'. 

Expansion or contraction of space 

• Consider whether your space could 
be redesigned to better suit your 
operations. 

• If you need additional space, 
consider pop up, flexible or 
emergency accommodation. 

• Check you have assignment and 
sub-lease provisions and speak to 
your landlord. Understand the costs. 

Time delays 

• Anticipate potential board delays in 
decision making. 

• New fitouts should expect delays as 
a result of supply chain impacts.  

 

 

Other things to look out for 

• Look out for updates on the 
commercial leasing measures 
expected to be announced by 
National Cabinet this week.  

• Check your lease for 'Force Majeure' 
and 'Act of God' clauses for the 
power to break or abate the 
lease/rent. 

• Reassess whether the landlord or 
you are able to meet your respective 
obligations regarding ‘Vacant 
Premises’, 'Occupational Health and 
Safety', 'Building Hours', 'Access', 
'Control and Safety' and 'Notices'. 

ACORPP will be tracking and sharing 
government and market updates on 
commercial leasing measures on our 
Linkedin page so follow us there for tips 
and to stay up to date. 

If you have any concerns regarding your 
property related matters, as a result of the 
current global health emergency, or 
simply want peace of mind, we are here 
to support AMEC members so please feel 
free to contact me. 

Justin Boelen | Director | 0417 177 627   
www.acorpp.com.au 
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New South Wales
Changes following the Review of the Independent Planning 
Commission
AMEC continues consultation on the recommendations of 
the Review of the NSW Independent Planning Commission 
(IPC) that will provide improved accountability, certainty and 
confidence for NSW planning decisions. New public hearing 
guidelines have been released and consultation continues 
on the detail of the recommendations and implementation 
timeframe. 

Titles Management System now online
The Division of Resources and Geoscience has released the 
first industry version of the online tenure management system, 
the Titles Management System. The system was implemented 
with minimal consultation with industry and AMEC continues to 
provide input and seek a fully useable system, with upcoming 
industry engagement. The next release is expected in June 
2020.  

AMEC initiates brief on alternatives to the rehabilitation 
security deposit framework
Following discussion with the Resources Regulator and the 
Division of Resources and Geoscience, AMEC has provided 
Government with a brief outlining the current issues with 
the rehabilitation security deposit framework for exploration 
including recommendations on alternatives and a way forward. 

New Department of Regional NSW established
The NSW Government has created the new Department of 
Regional NSW. The Division of Resources and Geoscience 
in the new Department will now be known as  ‘Geoscience, 
Exploration and Mining’. The new Department will be under the 
authority of the Deputy Premier, Hon John Barilaro MP. 

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of 
member companies
 
• NSW 2020-21 Budget submission 
• Support for the NSW minerals industry due to the impact 

of COVID-19 
• Annual rental fees and relevance of part units  
• Amendment to the Land acquisition clause 
• Review of the Geological Survey 
• Rehabilitation security deposit framework exploration  
• Work Health and Safety Reporting 
• Forms - Statement of Compliance, Review of security 

deposit review 

To learn more please contact Lucy McClean 
on 0412 283 252 or lucy.mcclean@amec.org.au

Northern Territory

August Election
AMEC is ensuing the voice of mining and mineral exploration 
is clearly heard at the August Northern Territory Election.  
AMEC is seeking four policy outcomes from an incoming 
Government:
1.     Improved land access
2.     Regulatory certainty with a focus on implementation  

    and delivery
3.     A competitive royalty structure that attracts investment
4.     Improved infrastructure. 

Delivering these priorities will boost mineral exploration and 
shift mines that are near development toward construction. 
The Territory has 15 projects in near term development. 
In 2020, the Northern Territory has seven operating mines, five 
in care and maintenance, and a further five smaller mining and 
quarry operations.  Each contributes jobs, economic and social 
benefits to the community.  In 2019, the Northern Territory, the 
Australian Capital Territory and Tasmania were the only three 
jurisdictions in Australia that did not open a new mine.  As 
the Territory grows after COVID-19, it is critical the incoming 
Government pulls these policy levers to help our sector lead 
the recovery.

Environmental Legislation
Advocacy in the Northern Territory has had two focuses the 
impending Environmental Act regulations and the August 
Northern Territory Election.  A lunch with members was 
held on 6 March with Dr Paul Vogel AM to provide a further 
briefing of the thinking going into the Territory’s environmental 
legislative reform. Following that discussion, the NT EPA has 
released two documents around how they will implement the 
new Environmental Protection Act – here and here.  The NT 
EPA is developing a series of guidance documents to support 
their interpretation of the Act. There are currently guidance 
documents out for comment on the EPA factors and objectives 
and the referral process.  It is anticipated there will be further 
documents released for comment over the coming weeks. 

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of 
member companies
 
• Northern Territory Election Policy Platform
• Letter to Chief Minister and Mines Minister calling for 

exemptions to rents and expenditure requirements 
• Letter to each of the Land Councils regarding fees, 

charges and COVID-19. 
• Submission to DENR Offsets Policy 

To learn more please contact Neil van Drunen
on 0407 057 443 or neil.vandrunen@amec.org.au 
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Our team of consultants can provide you with    
service and expertise in all aspects of exploration 
and mining tenure, including management, audits, 
environmental advice, native title and landholder 

negotiations and government liaison. 
 

With offices in Sydney, Perth and Brisbane,        
Hetherington Exploration & Mining Title Services is 
well placed to help you meet all your commercial 

needs.   

SYDNEY  BRISBANE PERTH 

02 9967 4844 07 3236 1768 08 9228 9977 

www.hemts.com.au 

https://ntepa.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/804602/
 https://ntepa.nt.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/805167/
http://www.hemts.com.au
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Queensland
Collaborative Exploration Initiative Funding Announced  
Two AMEC members (Hammer Metals and Moho Resources) 
and four other companies have been given grants to complete 
exploration in Queensland by the end of May. There were 
an unprecedented 61 bids which the Department of Natural 
Resources and Mines takes as a good sign and is looking to 
have another funding round this year. 

Mineral and Energy Resources and Other Legislation 
Amendment (MEROLA) Bill 2020 
MEROLA was introduced to Parliament in February and, 
if passed, will see changes to Queensland’s resources 
regulatory regime. 

The principal policy objectives of the Bill relate to three 
Queensland Government priorities: 

1. Safety and health – to strengthen the safety culture in the 
resources sector through the introduction of industrial 
manslaughter offence provisions and requiring that 
persons appointed to critical safety statutory roles for coal 
mining operations must be an employee of the coal mine 
operator 

2. Financial assurance – to implement legislative changes 
that support mine rehabilitation and financial assurance 
reforms that mitigate the financial risk to the State and 
improve rehabilitation outcomes for Queensland

3. Regulatory efficiency – to improve the administration and 
effectiveness of the regulatory framework applying to 
resource projects. 

The Bill was referred to the State Development, Natural 
Resources and Agricultural Industry Development Committee 
and hearings were conducted in late February and the report 
was released on 27 March 2020. 

Better Regulation of Resource Activities (BRRA) project brief 
title  
The Department of Environment and Science (DES) are 
conducting industry workshops to improve the processes 
for resources activities in Queensland. The workshops were 
conducted throughout March and AMEC put forward a good 
representation for these workshops. However, all were not 
completed as the final workshop was cancelled/postponed 
due to COVID-19. 

The 2020 Queensland Exploration Program (QEP) 
The program includes 12 areas to be released for petroleum 
and gas exploration and two for coal exploration during 2020. 
This applies to nearly 7000 km2 across the Surat and Bowen 
basins. Although the coal release is a bit disappointing at just 
34 sub blocks, AMEC has had initial discussions with DNRME 
on how to increase the release next time and make it easier to 
submit EOI’s. AMEC is keen to work with our stakeholders with 
an interest in coal exploration on the EOI process next time 
round. The tender close dates are likely to be extended due to 
COVID-19. 

Battery Minerals Prospectus update with Queensland Projects 
AMEC is updating the AMEC Battery Minerals Prospectus with 
Queensland Projects. Companies have been contacted for 
content, but if you have a battery mineral project and we have 
not been in touch, then please let us know. 

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of 
member companies:  

• Lake Eyre Basin Consultation  
• Queensland Budget Submission 
• DNRME Data Confidentiality  

To learn more please contact Kate Dickson on 0455743329

WWW.CARTERNEWELL.COM

Energy & Resources

STATES & 
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AMEC QLD Workshop - Understanding Company Director responsibilities

https://www.business.qld.gov.au/industries/mining-energy-water/resources/geoscience-information/exploration-incentives/exploration-program 
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South Australia
Regulations 
Advocating on the form and content of regulations to the 
Statutes Amendment (Mineral Resources) Act 2019 is the 
priority for 2020.  The regulations provide greater detail on 
how the legislation is defined, and controls how it will operate 
in practice. By law, the regulations cannot bring up new issues 
and topics outside the scope of the Act. 

Consultation for the draft regulations has been delayed till 
September 2020 due to the impact of COVID-19. It will be 
staged over three separate tranches of topics that are seeking 
feedback.   

The topics will include: 
• Competency of mine managers 
• Access to land, public participation and engagement 
• Mining Register, collection and release of data and 

information 
• Opal mining 
• Compliance and enforcement 
• Warden’s Court 
• Private mines
• Exploration licences and mineral claims 
• Royalties and finance 
• Common provisions 
• Production tenements 
• perating approvals 

Following the consultation on each stage of regulations, 
the Government will consolidate feedback and draft the 
regulations. The current intention is for the regulations to be 
able to come into force in 2021. 

Workshop for Program for Environment Protection and 
Rehabilitation 
In February, the South Australian Committee ran a workshop 
on the Program for Environment Protection and Rehabilitation 
at JBS&G. The PEPR is primarily defined out of the Ministerial 
directions, not the regulations. But the outcomes of the 
workshop will underpin the outcomes AMEC advocates for 
while the regulations are evolving. Thank you to JBS&G for 
hosting the event.  

Strategy expected 
It is anticipated that the South Australian Strategy will be 
released later this year. The objective of growing the economy 
has become even more important. AMEC provided a detailed 
strategy to the Government explaining how to boost mineral 
exploration, reducing red tape and cutting costs. This would 
boost our sector which has the capacity to grow quickly 
if provided with the ideal circumstances. Uniquely, South 
Australia is finalising a strategy to achieve a 3% growth rate 
while drafting the regulations to the Mining Act, presenting an 
opportunity to achieve some of the strategy’s goals. 

To learn more please contact Neil van Drunen
on 0407 057 443 or neil.vandrunen@amec.org.au

Victoria & Tasmania
Rehabilitation Strategy and Rehabilitation Plan Guideline now 
released  
Earth Resources has now released this new strategy and 
guideline. AMEC has been part of a stakeholder group 
that is being consulted on a Rehabilitation Strategy as well 
as providing feedback on the revised Rehabilitation Plan 
Guideline. 

Consultation commenced on Resource Management System 
(RMS) Victoria  
A cloud-based tenure management system to replace RAMS 
is now in development with a scheduled release for May 2021. 
AMEC and members have been invited to participate in the 
working group that will be the focus for consultation on this 
important change for Victoria.  Please nominate your interest 
with AMEC.   

Licencing applications in Victoria deferred or delayed in 
bushfire areas  
Earth Resources Regulation has advised that action on licence 
applications was deferred or delayed in the areas impacted 
by the recent bushfires, to provide applicants and community 
members fair opportunity to participate in the licensing 
process. 

Recipients of round 3 of Exploration Drilling Initiative in 
Tasmania announced
The Minister for Resources in Tasmania, Guy Barnett, has 
announced that nine successful projects will share in over 
$500,000 in grants from the third round of Exploration Drilling 
Grant Initiative funding. The objective of the program is to 
facilitate discovery of new projects, away from existing mines, 
to support the long-term future of Tasmania’s mining industry. 
Third round funding has taken the total Initiative to $1.3 million, 
with a further $0.7 million available for future funding rounds.

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of 
member companies:  

• Victorian 2020-21 Budget submission 
•  Support for the Victorian minerals industry due to the 

impact of COVID-19  

To learn more please contact Lucy McClean 
on 0412 283 252 or lucy.mcclean@amec.org.au

STATES & 
TERRITORIES



info@amec.org.au  |  1300 738 184

Follow us on       

www.amec.org.au 

WA Parliament ‘Explorers Day’

Will Robinson & Murray PollockCheryl Low, James Hesford, Troy Collie, Nick Croston

Tamara Smith, Claire McGowan, Stuart HouseDavid Parker, Hon Terry Redman MLA, Don Punch

Hon Peter Tinley MLA, Bronwyn Barnes, Hon. Bill Johnston MLA, Mike Young

AMEC EVENTS

COVID-19 AND UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Due to the recent developments with respect to COVID-19 virus AMEC has postponed or cancelled all planned events. 
We will continue to hold scheduled committee and council meetings using videoconferencing facilities. 

Details regarding these meetings will be sent to committee members prior to their scheduled times.
 
AMEC will be using videoconferencing to deliver a range of meetings, briefings, seminars, and boardroom lunches for 
members in the coming months.

Phillip Davidson, Xavier Moreau, Matthew Greentree, Peta Libby
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Campbell Baird, Matt Briggs, Dudley Kingsnorth

Adrian Larking, Iva Morrell, Matthew Budge, Jim Beyer, Shannon McMahon, Simon Millman

Dean Nalder MLA & Linda ReddiHon. Simon O’Brien MLC & Warren Pearce

Stuart Mengler, Alex Cheeseman, David Riekie, Peter Harold

AMEC EVENTS

Bob Perovic & Simon Bailey 

Vincent Algar, Rob Waugh, Sarah Eaton 

Peter Kerr, Claire Boyd, Richard Bevan, Hon Bill Marmion MLA Colin Edwardes, Neil van Drunen, Hon Steve Thomas MLC
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WELCOME TO OUR 
NEW MEMBERS

FULL MEMBERS

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

http://www.tungstenmining.com/
http://www.ironroadlimited.com.au
http://www.dreadnoughtresources.com.au/
https://www.fcx.com/
https://agrimin.com.au/
https://www.gatewaymining.com.au/
https://www.peakiron.com/
https://www.gsml.com.au/
http://www.carternewell.com/
http://www.orlandodrilling.com.au/
https://www.aerometrex.com.au/
https://www.brismetlab.com.au/
https://www.edgedrilling.com.au/
https://www.rothsay.com.au/
https://www.acorpp.com.au/
http://www.indmetops.com.au/
https://www.so4.com.au/
http://aspectenvironmental.com.au/

