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Queensland explorers call to save jobs and future royalties  
 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is calling on the Queensland 
Government to provide immediate financial relief for State’s struggling mineral exploration sector.  

“We are asking the Queensland Government to implement a waiver of exploration requirements and 
defer exploration licence fees for at least 6 months to help reduce the impact of COVID-19,” said 
AMEC Chief Executive Officer, Warren Pearce. 

Today, member companies of the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) met with 
Shadow Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Mr Dale Last MP, for a virtual boardroom meeting 
to explain the challenges facing exploration companies and the risk of job losses in the industry. 

“The impact of COVID-19 has flattened investment in our industry and companies are unable to 
attract private investment on which they rely to support ongoing exploration.” 
 
“Without the ability to access this critical source of funds, and with companies reserves quickly 
depleting, the ability for many of these companies to survive the year is in question, meaning 
companies are currently being forced to cut salaries and stand down staff to reduce costs.” 

“Our requests are in line with the latest advice from the Commonwealth Government that suggests 
COVID-19 will disrupt normal operations until September/October 2020.” 

“Mineral exploration is an important regional industry in Queensland, the Government must assist 
these companies to survive this period to allow our industry to bounce back quicker post-COVID-19, 
supporting the economic recovery of the State.” 

“It is frustrating to see the assistance and relief being offered in other jurisdictions, is not being 
replicated in Queensland. Our members are concerned that although applications for variations to 
tenure conditions are being turned around quickly, there is still another added cost for exploration 
companies.” 

 “Providing early clarity to our industry gives companies needed certainty so they can make the 
informed decisions about their costs. Reducing or deferring the amount paid to Government will help 
companies to keep their employees in jobs,” said Mr Pearce.  
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