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Reduction in mine safety levy welcomed 
Today’s announcement by the Minister for Mines, Hon Bill Johnston MLA, that the charge for the Mine 
Safety Levy would be reduced from 1 July 2020, has been welcomed by the Association of Mining 
and Exploration Companies (AMEC). 

“This is welcome news for the mining and exploration industry and will provide a small cost reduction 
for companies when it is most needed,” said AMEC Chief Executive Officer, Warren Pearce. 

“This change will not impact the ability of the Department to carry out its critical role as a safety 
regulator, and our industry remains 100% committed to ensuring that all our operations maintain the 
highest safety standards.” 

“Since its introduction in 2010 the levy has fluctuated considerably, but today’s announcement draws 
it back down below the 2017/18 rate.” 

The levy rate increased by 30% in the 2017/18 and plateaued in 2018/19 – 2019/20 was caused by 
the Levy Trust Fund being in considerable deficit. As a direct result of an increase in both the hourly 
rate and in the annual billable employee hours it is understood that the deficit has now been cleared. 

The Mines Safety and Inspection Levy Regulations 2010 were introduced to recover the costs of 
administering the Mines Safety and Inspection Act 1994 and levy rate has fluctuated considerably 
over the last 10 years. 

• 2010/11 - 0.125c per hour 

• 2011/12 - 0.18c per hour 

• 2012/13 – 0.12c per hour 

• 2013/14 – 0.125c per hour 

• 2014/15 – 0.125c per hour 

• 2015/16 - 0.14c per hour  

• 2016/17 – 0.15c per hour 

• 2017/18 – 0.20c per hour 

• 2018/19 – 0.21c per hour 

• 2019/20 – 0.21c per hour 

“AMEC has been calling for a reduction in the Levy, and this announcement has come at a time when 
mining and exploration need some extra support,” said Mr Pearce.  
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