
 

NORTHERN TERRITORY CLIMATE CHANGE RESPONSE 

 

Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to be consulted on the Northern Territory Climate Change 

Response.  The Government’s response on this issue is important to the mining and exploration 

industry. 

 

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) in the national peak industry body 

representing over 280 mining and mineral exploration companies across Australia, with 20 member 

companies actively exploring, mining and developing projects in the Northern Territory. 

The mining and exploration industry make a critical contribution to the Australian economy, employing 

over 255,000 people. In 2017/18, these companies collectively payed over $31 billion in royalties and 

taxation, invested $36.1 billion in new capital and generated more than $250 billion in mineral exports. 

In 2017/18 Australian mining and exploration companies invested $1.97 billion to discover the mines 

of the future around Australia.   

Response 

Setting an emissions reduction target is the responsibility of the Australian Commonwealth 

Government.   

The Australian Commonwealth Government has entered into international commitments regarding 

emissions reduction since ‘The Declaration of the Hague’ called for a Convention for Climate Change 

in March 1989. Australia was one of 23 countries that signed the Declaration, pledging it would work 

through and with the United Nations to take measures to reduce Green House Gas emissions.  Since 

1989, there have been several commitments, including most recently the Paris Agreement.  Each has 

been agreed to by the Commonwealth Government, with the onus for its leadership to meet the 

agreed targets. 

AMEC supports a national bipartisan response led by the Australian Commonwealth Government to 

emissions reduction and abatement through unified and consistent action including: 

• Government policy that appropriately reflects Australia’s dependence on the jobs and combined 

revenues generated by the various sectors of the resources industry; 

• An integrated, orderly, phased transition to a low carbon Australian economy aligned to the 

national commitments made under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
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(UNFCCC) and that allows flexible solutions and continued and sustainable economic 

development in line with UNFCCC Article 3, Principle 41i; 

• Providing certainty to industry and investors by not exceeding the international commitment to a 

26-28% carbon emissions reduction per 2005 levels by 2030; 

• Continued recognition by the Australian Government of the validity of ‘carry over’ credits agreed 

in accordance with the Kyoto Protocol;  

• Government policy that does not significantly disadvantage new entrants in comparison with 

established companies; 

• The equitable implementation of commitments across each sector of the economy and 

Government; 

• A Government policy that does not disadvantage trade exposed industries and workers in trade 

exposed industries in comparison to international competitors or result in carbon leakage; 

• Any amendment of policy: 

o Align with existing international obligations and commitments; 

o Are implemented transparently, gradually and in consultation with Industry; 

• The development and deployment of low emissions and abatement technologies with a focus on 

outcomes rather than fuel or technology type;  

• Prioritise the lowest cost abatement and avoid duplication of emission regulation and offsets 

between jurisdictions; 

• Companies should be accountable for Scope 1 emissions alone in line with the Federal Policy 

Framework;  

• Scope 2 and 3 emissions should not be included in the calculation of Greenhouse Gases that a 

regulator expects to be abated; 

• A policy that rewards innovation and Greenhouse Gas abatement that surpass regulated levels; 

• Reinvesting all revenues raised from emissions reduction regulation directly in reducing 

Australia’s national Greenhouse Gas emissions profile. 

The mining and mineral exploration industry is already working toward achieving these objectives in 

their operations.  Companies are actively taking steps to reduce their environmental impact, lower 

greenhouse gas emissions, incorporate sustainability and renewable energy technologies. 

 

1 UNFCCC Article 3; Principle 4: The Parties have a right to, and should, promote sustainable development. Policies and 

measures to protect the climate system against human-induced change should be appropriate for the specific conditions of 
each Party and should be integrated with national development programmes, considering that economic development is 
essential for adopting measures to address climate change. 
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Without the mining and mineral exploration industry the technology to reduce emissions is not 

possible.  The Netherlands Department of Infrastructure recently released a report2 outlining the 

anticipated amount of metals needed to meet their emissions reduction targets. 

As the paper outlines, the Netherlands will have about 1.2 million electric cars in 2030, resulting in an 

average demand of 100,000 electric cars per year. This means, one of the rare earths proposed to be 

mined by Arafura at Nolans Bore, near Alice Springs, will be in high demand.  Each car will need 

1.46kg of neodymium per car, resulting in a total demand of 146 tonnes per year.  The Netherlands’ 

increase in demand alone would consume 4% of the world’s current supply. 

This increase in demand is not unique: the total lithium and cobalt demand for electric vehicles is 

expected to jump by a factor of 25 towards 2050.  There are similar lifts in demand anticipated for 

copper (wiring), nickel (batteries) and silica (solar panels).  The mining and mineral exploration 

industry will underpin achieving the world’s Green House Gas emission reduction target. 

Questions 

The following questions were asked on the NT Say Website and we respond on behalf of industry. 

1. The Northern Territory Government’s Climate Change Response website – to be 

released once the Climate Change Response is finalised - will provide a platform for 

Territorians to access information on how to engage, access new opportunities, and 

minimise climate risk. What information would you like to access through the Climate 

Change Response website in relation to reducing greenhouse gas emissions? 

 

This Climate Change Response website presents an opportunity for the Northern Territory 

Government to present clear information on the Territory’s carbon emissions.  According to the 

Federal Government, the Northern Territory creates approximately 5.7 million tonnes of carbon 

dioxide equivalent each year.  With a current price for Australian Carbon Credit Units of $15.35 per 

tonne, the price for choosing to implement this plan would have a minimum cost of $87.49 million.  

This is similar to the annual cost of running the Chief Minister’s Department (estimated at $84million 

in 2018-19).   

This website is an opportunity to increase data transparency and set realistic expectations of what 

actions the Government will take. 

This website content should also include: 

▪ Government programs of support for climate change and emission reduction initiatives; 

▪ The Government’s policy position(s) on climate change;  

 

2 Pg. 7, Netherlands Department of Infrastructure https://www.metabolic.nl/publications/metal-demand-for-renewable-

electricity-generation-in-the-netherlands/ 

https://www.metabolic.nl/publications/metal-demand-for-renewable-electricity-generation-in-the-netherlands/
https://www.metabolic.nl/publications/metal-demand-for-renewable-electricity-generation-in-the-netherlands/
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▪ Government Departments own actions to limit the emissions profile; and 

▪ The Territory’s carbon emission profile.  

 

2. What information would you like to access through the Climate Change Response 

website in relation to managing climate change risk? 

It is unlikely that the Northern Territory Government’s Climate Change Response website will be 

used as a source of information for companies on how to reduce their emissions due to the technical 

complexities involved. 

It is important that the website provides clarity of Government’s position on emissions reduction. 

3. What are the key activities you (or your organisation) would like to see prioritised to 

reduce greenhouse gas emissions, either within your sector or within your home? 

The Government is one of the largest industries in the Northern Territory.  The Government has an 

opportunity to take the lead in responding to climate change by reducing its own carbon emissions in 

a cost affordable and transparent manner through their own activities. 

As seen in the National Energy Market, high electricity prices are economically damaging.  As 

detailed at length in the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission report on Restoring 

electricity affordability and Australia’s competitive Advantage: “High prices and bills have placed 

enormous strain on household budgets and business viability”. 

The achievement of the Northern Territory Government commitment to 50% renewable energy by 

2030 for electricity supplied to Territory households and businesses, must not sacrifice secure and 

reliable supply of electricity at least cost to consumers and taxpayers. 

 

4. What are the key activities you (or your organisation) would like to see prioritised to 

respond to climate risk, either within your sector or within your home? 

The Northern Territory Government must prioritise working in lock step with the Federal Government. 

Setting and achieving an emissions target is a Federal Government responsibility.  It is critically 

important for industry choosing to invest in the Territory that the Federal and Territory Government do 

not create greater barriers to investment by having conflicting targets.   

The Climate Response document, on page 7, states that the Government will “embed greenhouse 

gas emissions reduction considerations across Government decision making”.  Greater clarity of how 

the Government will embed these considerations is necessary. 

Ensuring that there is a standardised response to emissions reduction across Government, including 

within advisory agencies such as the Northern Territory Environment Protection Authority, is needed. 

 



 

5 
 

5. Do you have any other comments? 

The Department of Environment and Natural Resources, the Northern Territory Environmental 

Protection Authority and the Department of Chief Minister, now all have positions on Climate Change.  

The hierarchy of climate change policies, guidance and position statements needs to be clearly 

aligned. 

Page 7 of the Climate Response document states that the Government will develop climate change 

risk response strategies for Government services and assets and climate sensitive sectors.  

Consultation on these strategies prior to the publication of any further commitments on the website, or 

elsewhere, would ensure realistic outcomes can be achieved.  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to comment and looks forward to future consultation on the related 

climate change, emissions reduction and renewable technologies 

 
 
 
 

For further information please contact:  

Neil van Drunen, Manager: Industry Policy; Northern Territory & South Australia 
Association of Mining and Exploration Companies  
08 9320 5150 / 0407 057 443 / neil.vandrunen@amec.org.au 

 

 

 


