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“Glorifying God by making disciples through Christ-centered worship, community, service, and 
mission.” 
 
Exodus Series 
 
Exodus is a foundational book that displays the premier salvation event of the Old Testament, which 
ultimately foreshadows the person and work of Jesus Christ. This book will allow us to serve as witnesses 
to God’s character and work, with a spotlight on his power, promises, and presence amongst His people.   
 
Sermon Summary 
 
At Mt. Sinai, God speaks to the entire nation of Israel for the first time.  As he previously referred to Israel 
as his “son” (Exodus 4), he now as a father/son talk to regulate the covenantal promise he has with them 
in the form of ten words.  These words are not meant to limit Israel, rob them of joy, or box them in, but 
they are declarations that will serve as the constitution for the nation.   
 
The first four “words” invite them into an exclusive relationship with their Savior, the kind of relationship 
between a father and son. The first word, that Israel should serve and worship no other gods.  The 
second word, that they should not bow down and serve images.  The third word, that they will refrain from 
using the Lord’s name in vain.  And the fourth word, a positive imperative, is to remember the sabbath, a 
day each week set aside for rest and the purpose of remembering their Creator and Redeemer. 
 
Discussion & Application 
 
“What does God want me to know?  What does God want me to think about?  What does God want me to 
do?” 
 
1) What stood out to you from the sermon and passages that were discussed? 
 
2) How does the emphasis upon the “ten words” framed as a father/son talk differ from the way the 10 
Commandments often get viewed (a dictated list of rules)? 
 
3) Why is it vital to understand that the ten words came after the exodus from Egypt, and not before?  
How does this parallel the relationship of faith and works in the New Testament? 
 
4) Word #1: No Other Gods. What are the common “gods” in our western, increasingly secular society 
today?  Which are you most drawn to or tempted to value over and above the one, true God? 
 
5) Word #2: No Images. Why was it important for Israel to view God as a Word to be heard, not an image 
to be seen?  How does this spotlight upon God’s Word relate to the church today? 
 
6) Word #3: No Taking the Lord’s Name in Vain.  What are examples of treating God’s name carelessly?  
Why is this more about the heart, than the actual words themselves? 
 



7: Word #4. How did the Sabbath set Israel apart from other ancient kingdoms?  Likewise, how does a 
practice of the sabbath distinguish the church today from the culture around it? 
 
Prayer Focus 
 

• What can the group commit to pray for as a result of this sermon and small group discussion? 
• How can we pray for our church? 
• Prayer for our church’s missionary partners 

 


