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“Glorifying God by making disciples through Christ-centered worship, community, service, and 
mission.” 
 
Exodus Series 
 
Exodus is a foundational book that displays the premier salvation event of the Old Testament, which 
ultimately foreshadows the person and work of Jesus Christ. This book will allow us to serve as witnesses 
to God’s character and work, with a spotlight on his power, promises, and presence amongst His people.   
 
Sermon Summary 
 
In the stretch between the Red Sea and Mt. Sinai, the nation of Israel gets a crash course in discipleship 
and leadership as the people of God.  In Exodus 17 and 18, they learn “essential lessons”, that just like 
essential workers in a public health crisis, can tend to be overlooked but are indeed vital for a healthy 
community of faith. 
 
The first essential lesson is the priority of persistent prayer.  Moses extended his hands to the Lord, and 
Joshua prevailed in battle, and in the same way, the church will not gain victory over our spiritual enemies 
(Eph 6) without the power of corporate prayer, where we come alongside one another to keep our hands 
raised in dependence upon God.  Prayer is a gift, as well as a means of grace in which God gives for 
blessing and peace. 
 
The second essential lesson is the priority of gospel proclamation.  Just as Moses was careful to tell his 
father-in-law, Jethro, all that God has done as opposed to all he has done, we should be intentional to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ to others.  We don’t boast in our way of life; we boast in our 
Savior and Lord. 
 
The third essential lesson is the priority of plurality leadership.  Jethro exhorted Moses to delegate the 
leadership responsibilities, both for his good and the good of all the people.  In the community of faith, 
there ought to be a culture of raising up and equipping leaders at every level of ministry, beginning with a 
plurality of elders that are men of good character and passionate love for the Lord. 
 
Discussion & Application 
 
“What does God want me to know?  What does God want me to think about?  What does God want me to 
do?” 
 
1) What stood out to you from the sermon and passages that were discussed? 
 
2) Why are the “essential” things for a healthy community of faith often overlooked in our day? 
 
3) Which threats are more dangerous for a church, the ones that are inside the community or from 
outside?  How can outside threats actually help to bring a faith community closer together? 
 



4) When you pray for the people of God, and specifically Grace Church, what do you pray for most 
fervently? 
 
5) Why is proclaiming the gospel typically most effective when it’s done one-on-one or in small groups, as 
it was with Moses and Jethro?  How does this elevate the importance of equipping every Christian to be 
able to share the gospel? 
 
6) Why is delegating one of the most important attributes of Godly leadership?  How does the raising up 
of leaders help to accomplish the mission of making disciples? 
 
Prayer Focus 
 

• What can the group commit to pray for as a result of this sermon and small group discussion? 
• How can we pray for our church? 
• Prayer for our church’s missionary partners 

 


