
 
Grace Group Guide 
PALM SUNDAY 
“Believe in the Light” 
Grace Church             Apr 5, 2020                       John 12:12-36 
 
“Glorifying God by making disciples through Christ-centered worship, community, service, and 
mission.” 
 
Exodus Series 
 
Exodus is a foundational book that displays the premier salvation event of the Old Testament, which 
ultimately foreshadows the person and work of Jesus Christ. This book will allow us to serve as witnesses 
to God’s character and work, with a spotlight on his power, promises, and presence amongst His people.   
 
Sermon Summary 
 
Jesus upends the kingdoms of the world by showing himself to be the humble king who comes to give of 
himself, not take for himself.  He reveals that the way of the Kingdom is for people to be delivered from 
the me-centered way of life, and embrace the Christ-centered way of life.  Those who love their life, will 
lose it, but those who hate their life, will keep it. 
 
Jesus models this Himself by predicting his own death, where he will be high and lifted up, so all people 
will be drawn to Him.  He then invites those who are held captive by the love of self to come out of the 
darkness and believe in the light.  
 
Discussion & Application 
 
“What does God want me to know?  What does God want me to think about?  What does God want me to 
do?” 
 
1) What stood out to you from the sermon and passages that were discussed? 
 
2) Who did the crowds believe Jesus was?  What were they expecting Jesus to do? 
 
3) How do people today still see Jesus purely through the “me-centered” lens?    
 
4) What is the best way to explain Jesus’ line, that “whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his 
life in this world will keep it”? 
 
5) In the context of this passage, why did Jesus have to die?  Why couldn’t he just teach his disciples the 
right way to live instead of dying? 
 
6) How does the Christ-centered life transform the way we live?  How does it impact our view of 
suffering? 
 
7) Why is the Christ-centered life required in order for us to truly love our neighbor well? 
 
 

 



Prayer Focus 
 

• What can the group commit to pray for as a result of this sermon and small group discussion? 
• How can we pray for our church? 
• Prayer for our church’s missionary partners 

 


