
Congregational Meeting Minutes 
 

First Baptist Church of Ithaca, NY 
Sunday, June 7, 2020 
 
Following worship on Zoom on June 7th, 2020, the Annual Meeting of the congregation 
of First Baptist Church of Ithaca was called to order by Moderator Judy Kennison at 
11:27 a.m. on Zoom with 40+ participants.  Tony Lister led us in an opening prayer and 
Amanda Ufford read our core values:  First Baptist Church in Ithaca is a nurturing 
and inclusive community.  Guided by Jesus’ teachings, we strive for social and 
ecological justice; and embrace the Baptist Tradition of Bible, Soul, Church, and 
Religious freedoms. 
 
In the absence of the minutes of the January congregational meeting, Moderator Judy 
indicated that she would see that they would be sent out to the congregation.   
 
Barbara Fry reported that Amy chaffee’s name was left off the two persons who 
represent the Worship Team on the Cabinet in the Annual Report and that the Concert 
Series held last Spring was not mentioned in the Annual Report. Treasurer David 
Caughey gave an update on the budget and finances, telling us that through May we 
are doing very well due to several large pledges that were paid the first of the year.  
Pastor Debbie Bennett Reynolds reported that the Pastor’s Fund is currently healthy 
and asked us to report to her anyone who might have special financial needs. 
 
Moderator Judy Kennison thanked those who served on the special Visioning 
Committee for their hard work and dedication to the task.  She indicated that the 
visioning process is now in the hands of the church leadership.  Next week there will be 
a discussion in the Adult Sunday School regarding visioning and a possibly new 
governing structure for the church.   
 
There is an ad hoc Re-opening Committee consisting of Anne Farrell, David Caughey, 
Craig Riecke, Amy Chaffee, Josie Zanfordino, Judy Kennison, Leslie Schultz, and 
Pastor Debbie Bennett Reynolds currently meeting.  Moderator Judy Kennison asked if 
anyone has any comments or suggestions for this committee to speak to one of the 
members.  Amy Chaffee reported that a survey has been circulated in the congregation 
with many responding.  So far, the survey has revealed 1. That caution is recommended 
regarding the return to the church building, 2. Zoom is working well, but the sound 
quality needs to be improved, and 3. There is a lot of interest in small group gatherings 
out of doors. 
 



Moderator Judy Kennison called for the Nominating Committee Report (attached to 
these minutes).  Linda Caughey expressed gratitude for all who were willing to serve the 
church in various capacities.  Moderator Judy called for a vote to elect officers for the 
church and the vote appeared unanimous.   
 
Pastor Debbie led in a closing prayer. 
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 11:55 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Richard H. Barron 
 
Co-Recording Clerk 
 


