
Grace & Mercy 2020 Giving 
 

In past years, G&M has relied to a large extent on funds raised at an annual banquet and food from local 
food banks to serve the homeless. Due to the current COVID-19 restrictions that banquet will not be 
taking place and the food banks have not had the supply levels of previous years requiring the purchase 
of the sandwiches we give out. Come the first of the year we will be reinstating a full sack lunch which 
depending on the food banks will require even more expense. In short, G&M needs your help. Please 
take advantage of both the giving opportunities explained below before December 31st. 

Federal opportunities: 

After the tax changes in 2017 95% of all tax payers are no longer able to itemize their deductions. The 
2020 Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act offers lesser known provisions to 
increase the tax-deductibility of donations to charities for individuals and corporations. The following 
temporary provisions apply only to donations made to public charities in 2020: 

In short, with the CARES Act, if you donate up to $300 ($600 filing jointly) to a charitable organization, 
your adjusted gross income will be reduced up to $300 ($600 filing jointly). 

State opportunities: 

G&M is now registered to accept Working Poor Tax Credit $400 ($800 filing jointly) donations. A tax 
credit is not the same thing as a tax deduction. A tax credit is an amount of money that taxpayers are 
permitted to subtract, dollar for dollar, from the income taxes that they owe. Tax credits are more 
favorable than tax deductions or exemptions because they actually reduce the tax due, not just the 
amount of taxable income. In other words, a tax credit is a full refund of your money when claimed on 
your Arizona taxes. If you are getting a refund from the state, your refund will be $400 ($800 filing 
jointly) larger. 

To donate online, please go to www.gracemercyhomelessministries.com. 

This information is offered as general guidance on potential tax-saving opportunities. Please consult 
your tax advisor about how these temporary provisions might apply to your personal situation. 
 
Grace and Mercy Homeless Ministries welcomes your questions about 
donations to our eligible 501(c)3 nonprofit (QCO Code 22184). Your support 
helps us reach and serve the homeless and refugee communities with loving 
care, basic necessities and the opportunity to spread the Word. Thank you for 
your generosity during these challenging times. 


