
“ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT OF EXCELLENCE” 
SCHOLARSHIP GRANT 

 
High Tower Accounting & Tax has teamed up with the Wagoner Chamber 
of Commerce in Celebrating the Creative Spirit and Encouraging Our 
Future Leaders 

Applicants who are interested in either starting or growing their small business are encouraged to apply! Applications are 

due April 15th  and winners will be announced April 30th.  

Applicants will be judged based on 1) their understanding of the importance of small business to a community and why 

“Shopping Local” is so important to the overall economic growth of a town and 2) their innovative creativity in their small 

business plan.  

 

We are looking for out-of-the-box thinkers who can demonstrate a basic understanding of business spending and receiving a 

Return of their Investment (ROI).  

• First Place will receive $1,040 

• Second Place $250 

• Name Recognition 

 



     April 15th Application Deadline  
     April 30th Winner Announced! 
 

Contest Rules and Guidelines:  

1. Student must attend Wagoner Public Schools, Okay Public Schools, Porter 

Public Schools and a be classified as a Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, or Senior 

in Spring 2021. 

2. Funds may be used for the students existing business or any current plans they 

have for a future business endeavor. Examples of businesses can range from 

babysitting, mowing lawns, online stores, showing animals, etc. This award 

celebrates the diversity of business, so all industries and ideas are welcome! 

3. Applicant must submit minimum of a 500-word essay on the importance of 

small businesses to a community and how shopping small can impact an entire 

town. There are also several variations to this core theme applicant may choose 

(see topics listed on the last page). 

4. The student’s business venture must be legal in the State of Oklahoma and at 

the federal level.  

5. The student will be asked to give a testimonial on how the scholarship impacted 

them.   

6. Applicant must submit small business plan showing what funds will be used to 

purchase, how using scholarship money for item(s) will help start or improve 

your business and include projected return of your investment. For example: 

you spend the money buying a push mower that runs faster, you can increase 

lawns mowed by 2 per week, therefore increasing your weekly revenue by $$.  

7. BE CREATIVE! USE YOUR IMAGINATION! This is YOUR Business in action! What 

could you spend money on to further what you may already be doing? Such as 

marketing? Paid website improvement, babysitting CPR certificate, etc. There 

is no wrong answer. You may use pictures, spreadsheets, anything you need to 

submit your application.  

ESSAY TOPICS TO CHOOSE FROM: 

• How online shopping has impacted local towns in rural 

America. 

• Why local sales tax is so important. 

• How important are small businesses to a town and why? 

• How to grow and retain new businesses. 

• How do business tax credits and incentives help fuel the 

economic growth of a community? 

• How tax incentives for large businesses have been used to 

bring in more business to a small town and the impact it had 

long term. 



 

      THE BUSINESS PLAN SECTION: 

You will want to either create a basic model of your existing 

business or create one for your new business you hope to start with 

the proceeds from the scholarship.  

Keep it simple! Less is more and you will be graded on your 

creativity, if the model makes sense for future ROI (return on your 

investment), and how much thought you put into it - such as the cost 

of a product, or how much money you can make and how you came 

to that number, etc. Don’t make this too complicated – you can use 

templates from the internet (for copyright reasons be sure to add 

content footnotes if applicable) or create your own from scratch! It 

will need to be original idea, though you may use a template found 

online, the content must be yours. So, have fun with it. Make your 

dream a reality and put it into writing! 

Applications submitted are considered confidential and will be judged by an 

independent committee consisting of various local business owners. 

 

BOTH ESSAY AND BUSINESS PLAN MUST BE 
SUBMITTED TO BE CONSIDERED. 
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