Abstractions of
Black Citizenship

African American Art From Saint Louis

K-8 Education Guide

About this Exhibition

Saint Louis is a U.S. city and region often publicly marked by
racially restrictive covenants, redlining, urban renewal/Black
removal, and 21st century anti-Black regimes. The exhibition
asks: how do Black aesthetic practices emerging from that region
abstract these structures? How might an attention to abstraction
make aesthetic, geographic, and political space for Black presence
and citizenship? Through meditations on leisure, the sonic and the
mundane, beauty and care, quietness, and the urban and quotidian,
these artists sit with, reimagine, and abstract possibilities for being,
belonging, and togetherness.

Abstractions of Black Citizenship: African American Art
from Saint Louis is a group exhibition of works by Dominic
Chambers, Damon Davis, Jen Everett, De Nichols, and
Katherine Simóne Reynolds, five Black Saint Louis, MO-based
artists. The exhibition presents painting, photography, mixedmedia, works on paper, sculpture, and video.
The exhibition is curated by Jasmine Jamillah Mahmoud, Assistant
Professor in Arts Leadership at Seattle University. The exhibition
was originally scheduled to run at The Hedreen, Seattle University
during Spring Quarter 2020. Due to the COVID-19 global pandemic,
it has moved online and will open in May 2020 as a virtual exhibition
with continued sponsorship and support from The Hedreen, the
Pigott Endowment for the Arts, and Molly Mac, Seattle University
Galleries Curator.
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About this Guide

Though this guide was designed with K-8 students in mind, this
can be useful for learners of all ages. Students are encouraged
to think about the word redlining and how it has affected our
environment. This guide includes activities, guiding questions, and
vocabulary to accompany your interaction with the exhibition. Each
artist is profiled in this guide with a short introduction of their
work. The activities included were created to provide students
with an opportunity to consider how movement and removal of a
community of people through redlining can influence their artistic
vision.
Have fun with it; art is art. No fancy tools or art supplies needed,
just your imagination, pencil or pen, and paper. When you’ve
finished with your artwork, feel free to send us your photos or
post your images on Instagram or Facebook using the hashtag
#abstractionsofblackcitizenship and be sure to tag
@abstractions.black.
Warm Regards!
Ashley Marshall
May 2020
Ashley Marshall is a part of Youth in Focus; an organization started to inspire youth to
tell their stories through photography and committed to creating equitable access to art
education to youth despite the socioeconomic status.
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VOCABULARY

This guide is formatted around these vocabulary topics. Visit the
glossary for definitions.
Aesthetic, Beauty, Black, Identity, Leisure, Movement, Mundane,
Myths, Power, Redlining, Urban

OBJECTIVES

Learn about Black abstract artists from Saint Louis and how their
history and environment(s) shaped their artwork.
Understand how your environment can affect your movement (e.g.
body movements, pen movements, mouth movements, etc.)

SUPPLIES

Recommended: Pen, pencil, blank paper
Optional: Colored pencils, markers, watercolor or paint, colored
paper, scissors, glue or glue stick, paint brush (if using watercolor
or paint)
Required: Imagination
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Artists Engaging Leisure and
the Mundane
Dominic Chambers - Well,
Well, Well (Chiffon in Green)
Dominic Chambers is an
African American emerging
artist from Saint Louis, MO.
Chambers creates large
scale paintings and drawings
that references stories from
books he has read, various
mythologies, and African
American history. His current
work is invested in exploring
moments of contemplation and
meditation through reading and
leisure. Taking a look at Well,
Well, Well (Chiffon in Green), the figure
seated in the image is reading a book.

Well, Well, Well (Chiffon in Green)
2020
Oil and Spray Paint on Linen
Dominic Chambers

Notice the two silhouettes behind him. What do they look like
to you? Speaking about this piece, Chambers says, “...those
silhouettes can be seen as a product of Chiffon’s imagination
based on the book that she’s reading.” When you read, does your
imagination ever create a mental image of what you’re reading?
Pick your favorite book or short story and think about how you feel
when you read it. Take a piece of paper, pen or pencil and draw
what comes to your mind.
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Artists Exploring Power,
Identity, and Myths
Damon Davis - 8.23.08
Damon Davis is an award-winning, post-disciplinary artist who
works and resides in Saint Louis, Missouri. In a practice that is
part therapy, part social commentary, his work spans across a
spectrum of creative mediums to tell stories exploring how identity
is informed by power and mythology. Power, identity and myths are
three words Davis uses while explaining the inspiration behind his
artwork.
Think about what you think power is. What do people do when they
have power? The man photographed is former president Barack
Obama. He’s also the first black president in US history. Look at
his photograph, do you think taking the picture in black and white
makes the image more powerful? What kind of power do you think
Obama is showing in the photo? How do you think his identity
informed his experience as president? What do you think his
presidency might’ve changed for other people that look like him?

Untitled from 08.23.08
2008
Photograph
Damon Davis
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Untitled, diptych from Redoubled/
Something We Carry
2018
Pigment Print
Jen Everett
Untitled from Redoubled/Something We Carry
2019
Pigment Print
Jen Everett

Jen Everett - Redoubled/Something We Carry
Jen Everett is an artist from Southfield, Michigan, currently
working in Saint Louis, Missouri. Broadly, she is interested in
the myriad ways that Black people continue to produce and
transmit knowledge. Her practice encompasses lens based
media, installation and writing. Everett’s recent work considers
the relationship between rupture and Black interiority through an
investigation of the materials we collect, the information we hold in
our bodies and where the two may meet.
Think about materials you and your family collect. Pick one material
for each person in your family. What do the materials you’ve
collected say about you and your family? Write a paragraph about
the story behind the materials you’ve chosen.
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De Nichols - Black Notes
De Nichols is a designer, social entrepreneur, and keynote
lecturer who mobilizes young creative change makers through
the production of interactive experiences, digital media, and
social initiatives. Nichols is currently a Loeb Fellow of the Harvard
Graduate School of Design, and she serves as Principal of Design &
Social Practice at Civic Creatives, a design and strategy collective
she founded in 2015 to help cities more boldly develop creative
solutions for the civic and social challenges residents face. As a
national keynote presenter and lecturer, Nichols champions the
power of design and storytelling to inspire and equip audiences to
spark creative social change across their communities.
Think about the neighborhood or city you currently live in. Take
out a piece of paper and draw an outline of the place you live
(neighborhood or city, it doesn’t have to be perfect). Now think
about all the places you visit and draw those on the map in your
favorite color. Are there any places on the map that are blank? If
so color those in with another color. When you’re finished google a
real map of the area you’ve drawn. Where are the places you’ve left
blank? Think about what the area you’ve drawn might’ve looked like
in the past.

Black Notes
2020
Ink on Paper
De Nichols
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BEAUTY,

MOVEMENT
Katherine Simóne Reynolds Face Mask
Katherine Simóne Reynolds’s
work tries to physicalize
emotions and experiences
by constructing pieces that
include portrait photography,
video works, and choreography.
Through her practice she
has learned that creating an
environment built on intention
Face Mask
brings the most disarming feelings to her
2020
work. Drawing upon the Black body and her
Lemon juice, Distiled water,
Plantation Blackstrap
own personal narrative as a place of departure
Molasses, and Collegen tablet
has made her question her own navigation of
Katherine Simóne Reynolds
ownership, inclusion, and authenticity within
a contemporary gaze. She draws inspiration from Black glamour,
the Black athlete, and the Church. Her practice generally deals in
Blackness from her own perspective and she continually searches
for what it means to produce “Black work.”
Sit for 5 minutes breathing in and out deeply. The aim is to focus
on your breathing and relaxing your body. After the 5 minutes are
over, think about what movement you like the most. If it’s writing
or drawing then use your pen or pencil and paper to write or draw
your thoughts. If it’s speaking then record yourself talking about
something you like. If it’s dance then, of course dance!
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Activities
• Now that you’ve experienced all of the artwork in the exhibition,
think back to your initial thoughts about abstract. Compose
a free write; what did you learn about art while viewing this
exhibition? Use a pen or pencil and a piece of paper to write
down your thoughts.
• With the same pen or pencil (or other art supplies) and another
piece of paper, choose an artwork from the exhibition. Re-read
the passage about the artwork and draw a picture based off of
the artwork you choose.
• Now it’s time to put your definition of abstract and your
imagination to use! Think about your definition of abstract and
feel free to revisit the artwork from each artist. Create your
own with your pen or pencil, to make your own piece of
abstract art. Get creative! Color, paint, draw on your artwork as
you wish.
• When you’re done, we’d love to see what you’ve
made. Send us your artwork or tag us on Instagram or
Facebook at @abstractions.black and use the hashtag
#abstractionsofblackcitizenship
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Glossary
Aesthetic: as an adjective aesthetic
is to be concerned with beauty or the
appreciation of beauty. As a noun,
aesthetic means a set of principles
underlying and guiding the work of a
particular artist or artistic movement.
Beauty: a combination of qualities,
such as shape, color, or form, that pleases the aesthetic senses,
especially the sight; a combination of qualities that pleases the
intellect or moral sense.
Black: of the very darkest color owing to the absence of or
complete absorption of light; the opposite of white; completely
dark owing to nonvisibility of the sun, moon, or stars; of any human
group having dark-colored skin, especially of African or Australian
Aboriginal ancestry; characterized by tragic or disastrous events;
causing despair or pessimism.
Identity: the fact of being who or what a person or thing is; a close
similarity.
Leisure: free time; use of free time for enjoyment; opportunity
afforded by free time to do something.
Movement: an act of changing physical location or position or of
having this changed.
Mundane: lacking interest or excitement; dull; of this earthly world
rather than a heavenly or spiritual one.
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Myth: a traditional story, especially one concerning the early history
of a people or explaining some natural or social phenomenon, and
typically involving supernatural beings or events; a widely held but
false belief or idea; a misrepresentation of the truth; a fictitious or
imaginary person or thing; an exaggerated or idealized conception
of a person or thing.
Power: the ability to do something or act in a particular way,
especially as a faculty or quality; the capacity or ability to direct or
influence the behavior of others or the course of events; a right or
authority that is given or delegated to a person or body.
Redlining: the systematic denial of various services by federal
government agencies, local governments as well as the private
sector, to residents of specific, most notably black, neighborhoods
or communities, either directly or through the selective raising of
prices.
Rupture: an instance of breaking or bursting suddenly and
completely; a breach of a harmonious relationship.
Urban: relating to characteristics of a town or city; denoting or
relating to popular dance music associated with black performers;
denoting popular black culture in general.
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Education Guide Credits
Author: Ashley Marshall
Education Guide Design: Meilani Mandery

Citations
Artists bios are cited from each artist via abstractions.black/artists
Glossary definitions are cited from lexico.com

Exhibition Credits
Curator: Jasmine Jamillah Mahmoud
Curatorial Assistant: Meilani Mandery
Curatorial Assistant: Ellen McGivern
Education Intern: Ashley Marshall
Hedreen Gallery Assistant: Anna Iwasaki
Design: Dev McCauley
Seattle University Galleries Curator and Production Support: Molly Mac

Abstractions of Black Citizenship: African American Art from Saint Louis
centers work by Saint Louis-based artists: Dominic Chambers, Damon Davis,
Jen Everett, De Nichols, and Katherine Simóne Reynolds.
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