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Lesson 7. Basic Gospel Points 

Point # 5—Growth, Part 2, Bible Study Methods 

 

Introduction:   

This lesson consists of several methods of Bible Study which can be used to help a new Christian 

grow in Christ. 

 

Importance:   

It is important for a new Christian to have some practical ways in which to study the Bible. 

 

Goals:   
Through the study of this lesson, the students will be able to introduce others to a variety of ways 

to read the Bible.   

 

Outline: 

Detailed Explanation of the Appendix 

1. Weekly Personal Devotions Record  每 星 期 灵 修 心 得 记 录 表 

2. Bible Reading Record  读  经  记  录  表 

3. Fifty Favorite Bible Chapters  五 十 章 最 喜 爱 的 圣 经 

4. Symbol Method of Bible Study  符 號 查 經 法   

 

Teaching the Class Session: 

 

Discussion of Homework Assignment: 

1. Are there any questions regarding the blanks you filled in for homework?  Who would like 

to read the answers? 

2. Does anyone care to share about his personal evaluation?  [Teaching note:  Since this is 

sharing of personal information, do not ask anyone to share more than he is willing.  Also if 

no wants to share, do not force it.] 

 

Detailed Explanation of the Appendix 

 

Teaching note:  Usually when there is an arrow► it means that you tell the students to turn to 

that section in the lesson which they are studying that day (unless otherwise noted).  But if the 

arrow is followed by the word Appendix (►Appendix), that means you tell them to turn to the 

appendix which is found in the back of their books. 

 

Let us turn to the appendix ►Appendix, Introduction (page__) in the back of your books. 

 

[Teaching note:   

1. Have two students read the two paragraphs of the introduction.  Emphasize that these 

materials should be preserved so all the pages remain clean and ready to Xerox.  The students 

should not mark or write on any of the pages in the appendix.  They should write notes in the 

text of each lesson or on other pieces of paper.]   

 

2. Now let us look at the Table of Contents of the appendix.  We begin using the appendix with 

this lesson.  

1) In the appendix, how many items are there in Lesson 7?  [3]   

2) What are they called?  

a. [Weekly Personal Devotions Record  每 星 期 灵 修 心 得 记 录 表] 
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b. [Bible Reading Record  读  经  记  录  表] 

c. [Fifty Favorite Chapters  五 十 章 最 喜 爱 的 圣 经] 

As you see from the Table of Contents of the appendix, we will be using the materials 

contained in the appendix as we study many of the coming lessons. 

 

1.  Weekly Personal Devotions Record  每 星 期 灵 修 心 得 记 录 表 

 

[Teaching note:  This is the first time the students will be actually using the appendix.  Remind 

them again not to mark or write on any of the pages in the appendix so they can be Xeroxed for 

future use.] 

 

1. Let us turn to ►Appendix , Lesson 7, Weekly Personal Devotions Record  每 星 期 灵 修 

心 得 记 录 表  (page__).  In this Personal Devotions Record there are spaces for you to keep 

record of the following: 

1) 星期___, ___月___日 (Date) — How many days are allotted for you to record your 

devotions on this paper?  [7 days, that is one week]  Be sure each time to write the year 

at the top of the page as indicated.   

 

2) 经 文 (Scripture) — There are many different ways you can choose which Scriptures to 

read each day. 

a. How might you choose which Scriptures to read for your daily devotions? 

[Possible answers: 

a) [A new believer might start reading the book of Mark as was suggested in the last 

lesson.] 

b) [If you are a Bible teacher, it is advisable for you to study the Scriptures you will 

be teaching and apply them to yourself first.]  

b. In this lesson you will be introduced to two more ways that you can use to choose 

what Scriptures to study.  They are: 

a) Bible Reading Record  读  经  记  录  表—Here you are encouraged to complete 

the reading of the entire Bible in one year. 

b) Fifty Favorite Bible Chapters  五 十 章 最 喜 爱 的 圣 经—Here you are 

encouraged to read the favorite chapters of many Christians throughout the world. 

 

3) 最 得 帮 助 的 经 节 (Scriptures which especially help you) — You might want to 

commit this verse(s) to memory in order that the Holy Spirit can speak to you and to 

others through you again and again. 

 

4) 主 题 (Subject) — If your Bible has topics and sub-topics, you can copy the words 

directly from your Bible. 

 

5) 感 想 (Thoughts and Response) — Later in this lesson you will be learning how to use 

the Symbol Method of Bible Study  符 号 查 经 法  to meditate more deeply on the 

Scripture. 

 

6) 祷 告 (Prayer) — It is important, after reading the Scriptures, to respond to what God’s 

Word says by making the content of that Scripture the subject of your prayer.  In this way 

you are having a two-way communication with God. 

a. How does God speak to you?  [through His Word which is the Bible] 
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b. How do you speak to Him?  [through prayer] 

c. ╬Ps 23:1  If you were responding to what God is telling you through this verse, what 

might you say?  [Possible answer:  Thank You, Lord, that You are my shepherd.  

Because You are my shepherd, I know that I will not lack anything in my life.] 

d. ╬Ps 23:2-6  [Teaching note:  Have the students take turns saying what they might 

pray in response to each of these verses.] 

e. When you pray like this, you will find that you have a close and enjoyable 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

2. What will this weekly record encourage you or a new Christian to do?   

[Possible answers: 

1) [get into the habit of reading the Word each day] 

2) [think more deeply about the Scriptures read] 

3) [keep a record of God’s direction in one’s life] 

 

2.  Bible Reading Record  读  经  记  录  表 

 

1. Let us turn to ►Appendix , Lesson 7, Bible Reading Record  读  经  记  录  表  (page__).  

What three things do you write in the upper corner of the page? 

1) [the date on which you start reading the whole Bible] 

2) [on what date you plan to finish reading the Bible] 

3) [on what date you actually finish reading the Bible]   

 

2. This chart can be used to encourage you or a new Christian to read the whole Bible.  

 

3. Each time you finish reading a chapter, circle that square on the record.  Then you will know 

when you have finished reading the whole Bible. 

 

4. Read at least one chapter from the New Testament each day.   

1) Are there 365 chapters (one for each day of the year) in the New Testament?  [no]   

2) How many chapters are there?  [Teaching note:  Let the students guess and then give 

them the right answer—257.]   

3) After 257 days you will have finished reading the New Testament.  You should then 

continue to read one New Testament chapter a day in addition to the other chapters you 

read.  Do this until you finish reading the whole Bible. 

 

5. At the end of the Bible Reading Record 读  经  记  录  表, there are more notes about how to 

use it.  This is so that you can Xerox the directions (使 用 说 明) along with the record. 

 

3.  Fifty Favorite Bible Chapters  五 十 章 最 喜 爱 的 圣 经 

 

Let us turn to ►Appendix , Lesson 7, Fifty Favorite Bible Chapters  五 十 章 最 喜 爱 的 圣 

经 (page__).  These fifty chapters are the result of a survey asking Christians what chapters of 

the Bible they especially like.  How might these chapters be used?  [Possible answers:  1. study 

one of these chapters each day in your daily devotions, 2. memorize these chapters] 
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4.  Symbol Method of Bible Study 符 號 查 經 法 

 

1. Let us turn to ►Lesson 7, 4.  Symbol Method of Bible Study 符 號 查 經 法 (page __) and 

read together the very short explanation for the six symbols.  

 

2. Let us now look at ►4.  Symbol Method of Bible Study 符 號 查 經 法, 1.  Detailed 

Explanation (page __) and consider each of the symbols in depth. 

      ►1)  [Teaching note:  Have a student read the detailed explanation of 1)↑, and then ask the 

                following question:] 

↑  What other character qualities of God might be symbolized by this arrow pointing 

 up?  [Possible answers: compassionate, omnipresent, omniscient, eternal, spirit, etc.]  

 

      ►2)  [Teaching note:  Have a student read the detailed explanation of 2)↓, and then ask the 

               following question:] 

↓   What other things might the Word of God tell us about mankind?  [Possible 

 answers: All people are weak, easily tempted, die, etc.] 

 

      ►3)  [Teaching note:  Have a student read the detailed explanation of 3) i , and then ask 

               the following questions:] 

i Is it possible to still learn something new from a passage you have read before? 

[yes]  Why?  [Possible answer: At different stages in our lives we see different things in  

the Scriptures.] 

 

      ►4)  [Teaching note:  Have a student read the detailed explanation of  4) ☆ , and then ask 

the following question:] 

 ☆   Why would you want to memorize Scriptures which are especially meaningful to 

you?  [so that God can use these verses to speak to you and through you again and  

again] 

 

      ►5)  [Teaching note:  Have a student read the detailed explanation of  5) ? , and then ask the  

               following question:] 

?  Where might you find answers to your questions?  [Possible answers: from other  

portions of the Scriptures, from commentaries, from those who are more  

knowledgeable about the Bible than you are, from listening to sermons, etc.] 

 

[Teaching note:  Use a few moments at this time to explain the following.] 

a. Sometimes when we read the Word of God there are things we do not understand.  

And sometimes people ask us questions about the Word of God which we do not 

know how to answer. 

b. ╬Dt 29:29  What we need to know, like the way of salvation, God has revealed to 

us and to our children, but are there secret things that God has not revealed to us?    

[yes]   

c. Will we be able to answer all questions that our students might ask us?  [no]  Why 

not?  [Possible answers:   

a) [Many things God has not revealed to us in the Bible.] 
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b) [There are many things in the Bible which we have not studied, and so we do not 

yet know.  In that case we need to tell the students we do not know, but we will 

try to find out and tell them later.] 

d. If we do not know the answer to students’ questions, should we respond by making 

up an answer?  [definitely not]   

e. ╬2Ti 2:15  If we are an approved workman, how do we handle the Word of truth?  

[correctly handle it—That means that we endeavor to understand all about the 

portion of the Word of God that we are teaching.] 

 

      ►6)  [Teaching note:  Have a student read the detailed explanation of 6) → , and then ask the 

               following question: 

 → After reading a passage from the Bible, what kinds of things might God move you to  

 do?  [Possible answers: do something good for someone, pray more, give up a particular   

 sin, think more of God’s love and comfort, etc.] 

 

3. Now let us turn to ►4.  Symbol Method of Bible Study 符 號 查 經 法, 2.  Guidelines, page 

__), and take turns reading the five guidelines.  

 

4. What other symbols can be used to mark your Bible?  [Teaching note:  Let the students give 

examples of different symbols that could be used before you share the following with them.   

They can write these and other different symbols in the space provided in their books ►4.  

Symbol Method of Bible Study 符 號 查 經 法,  3. Other Symbols, (page__). 

 

  God’s Presence      Jesus      Praise     Repent      Growth]    

 

5. Who would like to read the directions in ►4.  Symbol Method of Bible Study 符 號 查 經 法  
4. Practice (page__)? 

 

[Teaching note: 

1) Have the students take turns using their books to read the Bible passage from Mk 1:16-28.   

 

2) Divide the students into groups of two to use this method to study the passage.   

 

3) Give the students ten minutes to do this exercise in these groups of two. 

 

4) Then ask, verse by verse, what symbols they have chosen and why.] 
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Possible answers: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Teaching notes: 

1. Notice that the above answers are listed as possible answers.   

1) This is because for many questions there are a variety of answers one may have. 

2) There can be various answers as all students may not choose the same verse for their 

favorite one, may not have questions about the same verses, etc.   

2. Not all of the verses will have one symbol. 

1) Some of them may have more than one symbol. 

2) Some of them will have no symbol. 

 

Homework Assignments: 

Let us read together the assignment Lesson 7, ►Homework Assignments: (page__).  

 

Answers for Lesson 7 

 

  1.  

 

                        Symbol Method of Bible Study 符 號 查 經 法 
All verses are from the book of Mark.  (Possible answers are listed below.) 

 ____   1:16   

↑ __   1:17   Jesus wants us to be fishers of men.  

☆         “     This is also a good verse to memorize. 

↓    _  1:18   By the power of the Holy Spirit people follow Jesus 

_____  1:19  

↓ _     1:20   By the power of the Holy Spirit we follow Jesus. 

→           “    I also need to forsake some things in my life to follow Christ. 

↑        1:21   Jesus has wisdom to teach us, too. 

↑   _   1:22   Jesus taught with authority. 

_____   1:23   

→_         “     There are some things for which I need to cry out to God 

_____  1:24   

_____  1:25   

↑  __  1:26   Jesus has power to cast out demons. 

_____  1:27   

↓__    1:28   It is natural for people to proclaim the news of Jesus’ power when    

                      they see and experience it. 

1.  day, Bible, God, God  2.  Bible, finish         
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  2.  Possible answers: 

                    

3. [Teaching note:  After a week ask who would like to report on this homework.] 

                                  Symbol Method of Bible Study 符 號 查 經 法 
Mk 1:29-39 

29 ___ 

30↓   We can tell Jesus when we or our friends have problems.   

    →   I need to tell Jesus about my friend’s problem with…(name of person or situation) 

31↑   Jesus is always willing to help us and has power to do so.   

32↓   We can bring all our problems to Jesus.   

   →   I need to bring Jesus my problem with…(name of person or situation) 

33↓   Anyone can bring his problems to Jesus.  

34↑   Jesus is willing and has power to heal diseases and to cast out  demons. 

35___    

36___    

37___  

38↑   Jesus wants us to go out and tell the good news of His love to others. 

   →   We should tell others of the good news about Jesus.   

39↑   Jesus has the wisdom to preach and the power to cast out demons. 


