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Pastors Christmas Article 
Walking where Jesus walked has a way of impacting someone.  For example, Christmas hasn’t been quite been 

the same for me ever since I walked the streets of Bethlehem, Israel and worshiped in the Church of the Nativity.  The 
Church of the Nativity houses the traditional birthplace of Jesus.  Worshiping the Savior at the place where he was born 
was a moving experience.   

But that was after having a very negative first impression.  I was taken back by what I saw and heard when I first 
walked into the Church of the Nativity.  I was greeted by a large hollow room made of stone walls and floors.  There were 
no pews or chairs, only a cold stone floor and walls in desperate need of paint.  The slightest sound echoed off the walls 
making it difficult to experience peace and quiet.  And with hundreds of other pilgrims standing in line to enter the cave 
where Jesus was born the noise level made being worshipful very difficult.  About 100 feet away at the far end of the room 
was a chancel area filled with shrines, trinkets and candles hanging from the ceiling.  It looked old and neglected.  Not 
quite what I expected for such a sacred place.  The chancel area was divided into three equal spaces, one for each of the 
three different Christian denominations that shared the space, the Armenian Church, the Roman Catholic Church and the 
Greek Orthodox Church.  Because three different denominations conducted worship services there, they also had to coor-
dinate services with one another.  I remember standing in line when I heard two priests from two different denominations 
arguing loudly because both had scheduled a service at the same time.  Meanwhile, some individuals and groups were 
cutting in the line that led to the birthplace of Christ.  In response, people linked arms with each other to keep those peo-
ple from getting ahead of them.  The whole atmosphere sucked God’s presence out of the air.  I was disheartened and 
resigned myself to the fact that this would not be a meaningful experience  for me.  

And then much to my surprise, I found myself in a spirit of worship when I arrived at the birthplace of Jesus.  It 
turned out to be more meaningful than I imagined it would ever be.   

I’d like to suggest that Christmas Eve worship can be more meaningful this year than some might imagine even 
though it won’t take place in person or in our beautiful sanctuary.  I say that because I remember thinking the same after 
FUMC cancelled in person worship beginning March 22, 2020.  And then much to my surprise, I started hearing reports 
from church members having meaningful and moving worship experiences in their homes.  Some even mentioned sens-
ing the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 Although Christmas Eve worship will not be the same this year, that doesn’t mean it can’t be or won’t be mean-
ingful.  You just might discover that it can be more than you ever imagined. 
  
Merry Christmas! 

Bryan  
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AT HOME:  Judy Conrad, Gerry Daniels, 
Sylvia Gist, William (Bill) L. Knoll,  
Margaret Tackett, Dick Evans, and Otto 
Teague.      
  

NURSING HOMES:  Stuttgart Crestpark: 
Virbell Carnahan, Ann Graham.   
Chambers Carlise: Louine Leech  
 
HOSPITALS: Louine Leech, Stuttgart  
 

OTHERS:  Butch Baden, Virginia Brown 
(mother of John Brown), Steve Bryant 
(husband of Tina Bryant), Rita Hargrove  
Clinton, Chad Coleman, Roland Curtis, 
Duppie & Sue Davis, Gayle Evans (sister of 

Dick Evans), Mike Hill, Tiffany Kagebein, 
Deborah Jo Leech, Christen Moss,  Sarah 
Wilson.   

Please be in prayer for those listed 

and not listed, but who are in our 

hearts as they struggle with life’s 

problems. 

2020 Stuttgart  

 
In Need Of          

 Prayer  

 

RECENT   
MEMORIALS  

A gift in memory of Patricia Mae Peacock has 
been given by Stefan & Cathy Calloway  
 
A gift in memory of Charlotte Hurt Clark  has 
been given by Stefan & Cathy Calloway 
 
A gift in memory of Robbie Howard Pond has 
been given by Stefan & Cathy Calloway  

Worship Updates 
Christmas Eve Worship Comes 

Home 
The Administrative Board made the difficult 
decision not to hold in person worship on 
Christmas Eve this year out of an abundance 
of caution.  The Worship  
Committee is going to record Christmas Eve 
Worship this year and upload it to the church 
website where members and guests can ac-
cess it beginning December 24.  Households 
are encouraged to gather their family and 

INCREASE  the LIFE of CHRIST in YOUR LIFE in 2021 
If you want to experience more of God’s love, grow in your love for God and 

God’s word, and grow in your love for others, then you will want to be part of a    
disciple group in 2021.  The pastor will offer two opportunities.  The centerpiece of 
the study will be the topic and scripture text of the upcoming message.  Participants 
will be given the main texts of the upcoming messages along with a set of questions 
for personal study and reflection prior to the message.  And then the Wednesday 
after the message is shared will discuss the message along with their own findings 
and insights from their time in the word.  And then before the evening is over       
participants will receive the topic and text for the next weeks study.  Such an       
approach pairs personal study with a larger community resulting in greater spiritual 
growth. 

One group will meet at noon every Wednesday for people who would like  
to meet during their lunch hour.  The second group will meet Wednesdays at 6:30 
p.m.  Both groups will meet in the parlor and be offered on zoom for those who are      
hesitant to meet in person at this time.   

Each group will be one of the Pastors Bible Studies.  New groups will meet 
on Wednesday during the lunch hour and 6:30 p.m.  beginning January 8 2020.   

Sign up by contacting the church office. 
 

 
In Need Of          

 Prayer  

We will start 2021 with in person Worship.  The Service will   
center around the Wesley Covenant Service and Holy Commun-
ion. The morning text will be Matthew 4.18-5.1.  The text reveals 
there are two different types of people who follow Jesus.  Which 
one are you?   
Be sure to have your bread and juice prepared for communion if 
you will be participating online. 

January 3, 2021 



 

 3 Youth in  
             Action  

Big Brother—Big Sister  
Christmas Cookie  

 Project  
Tuesday, December 22nd from 4:00-6:00 pm in the 

CLC.  UMY’s Big Brothers and Big Sisters will 
team up to help the children decorate  

Christmas Cookies.  
 

No baking just decorating!  This will be so much 
fun for the children and youth….  
Children  of all ages are welcome!  
 Just a reminder to bring a mask.  
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A BIG THANK YOU TO…Scott Lindsey for blessing us with beautiful carols on the piano 
before our Sunday services…The Dabbs family for lighting the Advent Candles Sunday…
Misti Coker for leading singing…Katy Morris, Christen Moss, Sarah Cotton and Tiffany 
Kagebein by helping us celebrate the Joy of Christmas with the handbell quartet of Joy to 
the World! 
 

DON’T MISS WORSHIP THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 20 
The Noble Family will be lighting the last Advent candle. 
Misti Coker, Christen Moss, Melody Stackhouse and Kim Bethea will bring us special 
Christmas music.  
Chandra Daniels, Christen Moss, Lisa Henderson and Jimmy Whiteside will be playing a 
handbell quartet with Amy on the piano. 
 

LOOKING FORWARD TO CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE  
The Henry family will be lighting the Christmas Candle. 
Lindsey Phillips, Melody Stackhouse and Larry Stackhouse will sing a special Christmas 
Trio and Allie Simmons on flute.  
 

                        

 

Amy Youngblood  
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   Eva Caver  

  Hudson Caver  
 Emery Caver 

Morgan 

Jeter  

Teegan Henry 

       

Leigh Ivy &  

      Avery Clair  

      Williams  

Hayes Burns  

                 

 Here are a few more of our kiddos that painted angel  

ornaments for our home  bound residents and the residents    

of Crestpark.  Can’t help but love their joy in doing for others! 
 

Children’s  

Ministry  
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And when he has found it, he 

will joyfully carry it home on his 

shoulders.  

DECEMBER 27, 2020  
WORSHIP TO FEATURE  

BISHOP GARY MUELLER. 
 

Bishop Gary Mueller of the Arkansas Annual Con-
ference has prepared a special worship service for 

Arkansas United Methodists for December 27.  The service will be aired during the regular 
scheduled Sunday morning worship service in lieu of in person worship that morning.  You 
can participate by watching the service on FUMC’s live stream at www.stuttgartfumc.org 
and on our Face book page at www.facebook/stuttgartfumc.  The bishop looks forward to 
worshiping with you.  

Updates from the Board of Trustees 
The Trustees continue to be busy making improve-

ments to the church facilities.  The breezeway that connects 
the main building to the nursery entrance of the Christian Edu-
cation Building will be enclosed with glass and brick over the 
next several months.  The Trustees took this action so that 
parents can have unfettered access to their children in the 
nursery while the parents are in the sanctuary.   

State licensing boards require that an additional hand-
washing sink be installed in the kitchen of the Christian Educa-
tion Building.  The Trustees are currently looking into the details of this improvement.   
The Trustees are considering the removal of the gas stove in the Christian Education Building 
kitchen and replacing it with two electric stoves and ovens.  The Trustees also want to install a 
filter for water in the    kitchens of the Christian Education Building and the Christian Life Cen-
ter.  If you have any questions,  suggestions or concerns about these projects or have some-
thing else you’d like them to be aware of please contact Hoy Speer, the Trustee Chair at 
hspeer71@hotmail.com. 

Financial Update 

The Finance Committee wants people to know that FUMC will need ap-
proximately $240,000 by December 31, 2020 in order to begin 2021 
where the church began   financially in 2020.  Although this is a large 
amount it is not beyond our ability.  For example, last December mem-
bers gave over $220,000 to the Lord!  Please be aware that church 
offices will be closed on December 31 this year per the personnel 
policy. Therefore, please have your end of the year contributions to the 

financial office by the close of the day on December 30.  Thank you for sharing your time, tal-
ents, and treasures during this most difficult of years. 

http://www.stuttgartfumc.org
http://www.facebook/stuttgartfumc
mailto:hspeer71@hotmail.com
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  December Birthdays  

    the week of the 21st—31st  

 

   Johnny Bernhardt—12/23 

   Sylvia Boyd—12/22  

   David Earney—12/28  

   Deborah Jo Leech—12/31 

   Kathleen Mahfouz—12/27 

  Amy Youngblood—12/31  

 

January Birthdays  

the week of the 1st—9th 

 

Eleanor Bateman—1/03 

Shorty Brown—1/03  

Cathy Calloway—1/05  

Allie Coleman—1/09  

Lauren Coleman—1/09 

Callie Curtis—1/04  

Alex Dixon—1/07 

Taylor Helms—1/09  

Morgan Ludwig—1/09  

Flossie Neighbors—1/09  

Tristen Seyller—1/06 
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Come Worship With Us! 
                           Livestream    www.stuttgartfumc.org     

CHURCH STAFF  

Bishop  

Rev. Gary E. Mueller  

District Superintendent  

Rev. Mark Norman  

Pastor  

Dr. Bryan W. Fink  

bryan.fink@arumc.org 

Director of Music Ministries  

Amy Youngblood  

music@stuttgartfumc.org  

Church Adm. Assistant 

Lee Bradley  

secretary@stuttgartfumc.org 

Finance Secretary  

Jillian Snyder  

finance@stuttgartfumc.org  

Children’s Discipleship Director 

Open  

Childrensdiscipleship 

@stuttgartfumc.org 

Director of Jacob’s Ladder  

Elizabeth Alvarenga 

wdcm@stuttgartfumc.org 

Student Discipleship Dir. 

Jennifer White  

youth@stuttgartfumc.org        

Membership Secretary 

Jan Gregory 

Nursery Attendant 

Elizabeth Queathem 

Custodian                      

Janice Minor  

First United Methodist Church  
307 East Fourth Street 

Stuttgart, AR 72160 

 
Phone:  870-673-1131 

Pastor’s Cell Phone:  479-409-6730 
 

Fax:  870-673-4146 
Jacob’s Ladder:  870-672-9801 

 
 

We’re on the Web! 
www.stuttgartfumc.org 
Find us on facebook! 

facebook.stuttgartfumc  

FELLOWSHIP CALENDAR 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 20, 2020 
 10:15 a.m. ......Worship  
 6:00 p.m. ......Youth Christmas Party   
 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 21, 2020  
  6:45 a.m. ......Jacob’s Ladder—Closed 
 12:00 p.m. ......No Celebrations Ringers  
 5:30 p.m. ......No Carillons Ringers  
 6:30 p.m. ......Masters Men—Agape Café  
  
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 22, 2020  
  6:45 a.m. ......Jacob’s Ladder—Closed 
 7:00 p.m. ......No 11th Grade Girls Bible  
  ....................Study   
 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 23, 2020 
     6:45 a.m. .......Jacob’s Ladder—Closed 
 8:30 a.m. ......Church Office—Closed  
 12:00 p.m. ......Great Characters Bible Study  
 12:00 p.m. ......Pastor’s Bible Study 
  ....................in the church parlor 
 5:15 p.m. ......Pastor’s Bible Study  

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2020    
 6:45 a.m. ......Jacob’s Ladder—Closed 
 8:30 a.m. ......Church Office— Closed 
 5:00 p.m. ......No 10th 11th Grade Boys Bible 
  ....................Study 
 6:15 p.m. ...... No 10th Grade Girls Bible  
  ....................Study  
  

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 25, 2020   
    6:45 a.m. ......Jacob’s Ladder—Closed 
      8:30 a.m. ......Church Office— Closed  
 
 THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 31, 2020  
 6:45 a.m. ...... Jacob’s Ladder—Closed  
     8:30 a.m. .......Church Office—Closed 
  
FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2021   
 6:45 a.m. ......Jacob’s Ladder— Closed  
 8:30 a.m. ......Church Office—Closed 


