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FROM THE PASTOR:  MAKING CHRIST FIRST IN LIFE 
I have a couple of important announcements to make: 
First, we held our first in person worship since March 15 last Sunday and it went very well!  
Here are a few reactions of those who attended.  Ken Ainsworth said, “Months ago when I 
read what in person worship would require, I wasn’t interested.  But when you did it, it 
wasn’t like that.  When you’re in God’s building it’s different.”  Ken was glad to be in the 
same room with people he hadn’t seen in a long time and was surprised at how comforta-
ble he and Brenda felt.  He went on to say, “In fact, it was more comfortable, enjoyable 
and meaningful coming to worship than it is going to Walmart or Cash Savers.” Jimmie Jo 
said, "I cannot say how much it meant to me to be back in the house of the Lord.  Live 
streaming is great, but is not the same as being with other believers in worship. I felt safe 
to be back in church with the social distancing and all the rules that are in place."  Lee 
Bradley echoed some of Ken’s sentiments.  “I loved it.  It was great to be back in worship.  
I didn’t realize how much I missed it.”  We had 26 in attendance with room for 50.   
 

Remember to make a reservation by contacting the office by noon on Thursday.  I know 
this is an inconvenience, but it helps us abide by the Annual Conference Guidelines in 
providing a safe in person worship experience. 
 

And secondly, next week members of the Administrative Board and the staff will be partici-
pating in the Acts 20:28 Project. Acts 20:28 says, “Keep watch over yourselves and all the 
flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of 
God, which he bought with his own blood.”  The Apostle Paul was encouraging the leaders 
of a church, aka the Administrative Board and staff to fulfill their role as shepherds of the 
flock.  Concerned about the wellbeing of our congregation we thought it would be a good 
idea to have “the overseers of the flock” come together to contact every household associ-
ated with the First Family the week of August 16-22.  We want to know how everyone is 
doing during these times, learn if there is anything the church can help you with, enjoy a 
little small talk, and pray with you.   
It’s going to be a great week! 
 

                    Pastor B 
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Memorials 
Gifts given in memory of  

• Robbie  H. Pond    

By: Mr. & Mrs. Ronnie Krisell 

& Mr. & Mrs. Jack Coker.  

Gifts given in memory of  

• Nancy Hord Smith  

By: Mr. & Mrs. Carl Brother, Kyle 

Ludwig Family, Allen Homra & 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Stackhouse.  

• P. A. Shockley  

By: Mr. & Mrs. Larry Stackhouse  

• Alma Jean Yarbrough  

By: Mr. & Mrs. Larry Stackhouse  

Dear FUMC Family,  
 
I am honored to have received so 
many generous scholarships.  
Thanks to all of you and your constant support.  I can now 
begin to fulfill my dream of a higher education.  I want you to 
know that I would not be the person I am today without each 
and everyone of you.  I am beyond fortunate and so grateful!  
 
God Bless!  
Sada Beth Stone  

Back to school 
    At Dana’s House 

 
  

This FUMC program is partnered with  

Dana’s House, located in DeWitt. 
 

 

Households are busy this time of year collecting school  
supplies for their 1 to 3 children. But at Dana’s House, school sup-
plies are a constant concern as they care for approximately 150 
foster children throughout the year.   
 
And sadly, “back to school” signals the foster system’s    busiest 
season as teachers are now able to recognize and   report abuse 
and neglect in their returning students.  
 

YOU CAN HELP! 
 
FUMC will be collecting backpacks (suitable size and designs for 
Middle and High Schoolers) and duffel bags (24”   to 28”) through 
August and September.  Items delivered to the church in time for 
“blessing of the backpacks” will be prayed over.  But what will make 
these backpacks and duffels even more special is if you add a per-
sonal note of encouragement to the receiver.   
 
 

Bring items to FUMC by Oct 1 

A collection container has been placed in  the entry      
hallway near the office door.   

 

AT HOME:  Gerry Daniels, Sylvia Gist,    
William (Bill) L. Knoll,  Margaret Tackett, 
Joyce Shockley, and Otto Teague.      
  

NURSING HOMES:   Stuttgart Crestpark:  
Virbell Carnahan, Ann Graham. Dermott 
Nursing Home: Sissy Knoll, Chambers 
Carlisle:  Louine Leech.    
 
HOSPITALS:  
 

OTHERS:  Jane Arnold, Virginia Brown 
(mother of John Brown), Steve Bryant (husband 

of Tina Bryant), Chad Coleman, Judy Conrad, 
Roland, Curtis, Dupie Davis, Gayle Evans 
(sister of Dick Evans), Bobby Flanagan, Mike 
Hill, Polly Jones (uncle of Jan Gregory), Tiffany 
Kagebein,  Deborah Jo Leech,  Shannon 
Morgan Mayville of Trenton, Texas, Rose 
Murphy (Shannon Pinson’s mother), Liana Pin-
son (Shannon & Tom Pinson’s Daughter), 

Gracie Pinson (Tom Pinson’s   mother), Anita 
Ward (grandmother of Lauren Fox), Sarah  Wil-
son, Madison Schumacher (niece of Flossie 

Neighbors), Vicky Wilson.  The family of P.A. 
Shockley (Father of Tammy Smith & Grandfa-

ther of Zach Smith—step-father of Meredith 

Lovett). Freddie Jones (Aunt of Jan Gregory), 

Robert Saunders (brother of Marolyn Speer).  

    In Need Of  

    Prayer  
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Sarah Beth Cotton—8/15 
Kimberley Derden—8/15 
Emily Earney—8/15 
Dennis Hansen—8/12 
Lynnleigh Hosman—8/16 
Greg Jacobs—8/09 
Jason Marks—8/14 
Donna Norman—8/13 

Heather Raper—8/14 
Sidney Robnett—8/13 
Terry Smith—8/12  
Elizabeth Alvarenga—8/17  

Jana Hancock—8/21 
Gail Norman—8/20 
Elizabeth Queathem—8/21    August Birthdays 9th—21ST  

New Member Recognition! 
               We welcome you to your new 

church home!      

 

Pastor Bryan received Jeff & Krystal Holt 
into membership Tuesday evening, July 28th.       
 

Again, welcome to the family!  We are so excited 
and glad you have decided to make Stuttgart 
First UMC your church family!  

Dear Education Committee FUMC,  
I am sincerely honored to have been 
selected as the recipient of the 
FUMC Education Scholarship.   
Thank you for your generosity, which 
has allowed me to attend my dream 
school!  As I complete my education 
at the University of Alabama, I am very thank-
ful for receiving your thoughtful gift.  I promise 
I will work very hard and eventually give back 
to others.  Thank you again for helping me get 
one step closer to my future!  Roll Tide!    
 

Sincerely, Madison Murry  

Dear United Methodist Men, of 1st 
Church,  
I am writing to express my extreme 
gratitude that I was awarded the UMM 
Scholarship!  Thank you so very much 
for you generosity!  I am able to at-

tend my dream school, the Univ. of Alabama!  I 
promise to work my hardest and share my gift 
with more generations. Thank you all so much 
again for helping me get one step closer to my 
future!  Roll Tide!  
 

Sincerely, Madison Murry  
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Come Worship With Us! 
                           Livestream    www.stuttgartfumc.org     

Youth in Action  
Monday’s Bible Lesson we talked about The 

Lost Sheep.  It’s the Parable of the Lost Sheep 

and is one of the parables of Jesus.  It appears 

in the Gospels of Matthew (Matthew 18:12-14) and 

Luke (Luke 15:3-7).  It is about a shepherd who 

leaves his flock of ninety nine sheep in order to 

find the one which is lost.  In Luke 15:3-7 the 

theme of the story is that Jesus never gives up 

on a lost sheep. The bible teaches us that we are 

like sheep and sometimes stray away from 

God. That makes God sad but he never gives 

up on us. He keeps searching for us and calling 

to us. He wants to draw us back into his arm. 

He even sent Jesus, his son, to save those who 

are lost. Aren't you glad that God doesn't give 

up on his lost sheep? I am, because "I once was 

lost, but now I'm found!” 

And when he has found it, he 

will joyfully carry it home on his 

shoulders.  


