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Weekly Update 
April 3, 2020 

 
 
 
A Quick Word 
I can’t wait for that Sunday to come around when we can all be together once again.  Until then 

we will continue to make the best of a difficult situation.  Please take care of yourselves and 

check on one another.  Especially those of our congregation and your neighbors who live alone, 

are elderly, and who have underlying health issues.  A simple phone call communicates so much 

these days.  I am hearing some wonderful stories of what some of you are doing to lift the 

spirits of others.  One positive that is coming out of this pandemic is the good will and amazing 

spirit of God’s people.   

 

On a similar note, please do all you can to support our local businesses.  And those in particular, 

that are owned and operated by our church members.  And that includes our doctors and the 

medical clinics in town.  I’m not asking anyone to get sick in order to keep them employed, but I 

was told by one of our doctors that you should still feel safe making and keeping your 

appointments.  Baptist Health Systems furloughed many employees on Wednesday evening 

due to several factors, one of which is low patient volume. I was communicating with one of 

our doctors and member of FUMC who said that he wants everyone to know that they are still 

open for all your healthcare needs.  Some are even doing telehealth visits.  Our wonderful 

doctors and their staff don’t want to see anyone’s health suffer because they are afraid they 

will get sick going to see their doctor.  The Stuttgart Clinic even has a screening process in place 

for everyone to go through in order to triage out sick people making sure they still get the care 

they need while at the same time keeping them out of the clinic and ER.  You are asked to call 

the clinic or your doctor’s office and let them take it from there. 

 

Let’s do what we can to look out for each other during this time.  One thing I have learned 

about you and this community is that you have a spirit that adapts and conquers.  We will 

bounce back, and we will be okay.  That’s the Stuttgart way. 

 

See you Sunday!  (Well, kind of, sort of.) 

 

Bryan 



2 
 

COVID-19 Panel: 
The Panel met April 2.  The Panel discussed upcoming worship services and decided that they 
weren’t willing to risk their family’s health or the health of their friends and church by having a 
parking lot Easter Service.  The Service of Resurrection will be livestreamed.  The Panel was also 
informed about the Payroll Protection Program and sent a recommendation to the Finance 
Committee to pursue making application on behalf of the church.   
 
 
We Have Expanded our Social Media Footprint and Communication Efforts 
The church launched two new social media tools to communicate with you, your friends and 
family and the community.  We are now on Twitter AND Instagram at Stuttgart FUMC. Check us 
out and be sure to follow us on both and invite your friends to do the same. 
 
 
Worship Updates 

1. Amy, Meredith and I continue to try and be as creative as we can with our online 
worship experience for Palm Sunday. 

• Meredith and Amy have worked something out so all the kids will have some palms 
to wave in their homes for this Sunday.   

 

• We will also celebrate Holy Communion.  I will consecrate your elements as I 
consecrate the elements during the worship service.  And then you will serve 
yourself or those in your household.  Remember to make sure that you have bread 
and juice available and put it on a makeshift altar in front of your television.   

 

• You will be given time to pray on your own or with your family. 
 

• You will have an opportunity to present an offering to the Lord. 
 

• Everyone will be emailed a worship bulletin ahead of time.  Please check your email 
prior to the start of the worship service. 
 

 
2. Maundy Thursday will be livestreamed on the church web site and our Face book page.  

Service time 6:30 PM.  It is recommended that you light some candles and turn down 
the lights in your home for this memorable service. 

 
3. Jillian has put a livestream link on the homepage of our website at 

www.stuttgartfumc.org so it is easier to navigate for you. 
 

4. You can also watch the worship service on our NEW Face book page at StuttgartFUMC.  
Be sure to like and follow the page and invite your friends to join you for a worship 
watch party and chat with each other during the service. 

 

http://www.stuttgartfumc.org/
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5. Worship on March 26 had 107 devices logged in to livestream and 58 at Facebook Live.  
 

6. Keep taking pictures of your worship and share them on social media using the following 
hashtags.  #stuttgartfumc, #worship, #ChristiskingnotCorona. 

 
 
Palm Sunday Crosses 
FUMC has had the tradition of folding Palm Crosses on the Saturday before Palm Sunday for 
over 30 years.  Since we are social distancing and not holding gatherings of 10 or more, several 
ladies are folding palm crosses at their homes.  We are so grateful that these ladies are not 
letting Corona deter our tradition. The Palm crosses will be available for you to pick up for your 
family Saturday from 12 noon until Sunday 10am. in the breeze way between the Sanctuary 
Building and the Education Building.  Please only get one palm cross for each family member 
and remember if there are several cars at once keep a safe distance between everyone. 
 
 
A Special Word for Children from Ms. Amy and Meredith 
Hello FUMC children, 

Ms. Meredith and I have really missed seeing you each week!!! 
This Sunday is Palm Sunday.  You have enclosed a “Paper Palm” we want you to use at 

home this Sunday during our live stream service.  You might need mom or dad to help put it 
together.  When you have finished there will be SECRET WORD revealed! I am not going to tell 
you that word, but it is often thought to mean “Hallelujah”, but actually it comes from a 
Hebrew word meaning “Save us, we pray, O Lord”. 

Before this Sunday, you and your family can read in the Bible about Jesus entering 
Jerusalem on a donkey in Matthew 21:1-9.  It was like a BIG PARADE. The people were showing 
honor to Jesus like he was a King by laying their clothes and palm trees down for his path.  They 
also waved their Palm Branches in praise of the King that would save us all! 

So…on Sunday morning have your palm ready to wave.  There will be an opening Call to 
Worship that Bro. Bryan will lead us all in.  You will hear the SECRET WORD found in your palm 
4 times - so be listening for it! In fact when you hear the SECRET WORD lift your palm. 
Then following the Call to Worship we will sing a medley of 2 Palm Sunday hymns. Have fun and 
maybe have your own Palm Sunday parade around your house or outside – where ever you are 
worshiping.  Have you family join in or your pets or stuffed animals.  Wave your Palm in the air 
and celebrate that Jesus is the King and Ruler of our lives and thank Him for being so good to 
us! 

Happy Palm Sunday!   Ms. Amy 
 
P.S.  Don’t forget to take a picture and put on FUMC’s Facebook wall so we can see the children 
of our church celebrating Jesus the King of All! And use #stuttgartfumce, #worship, 
#Christiskingnotcorona. 
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Finance Related: 
It is more important than ever for people who consider Stuttgart FUMC their church to be 
faithful and consistent with giving.  Please mail your checks in or use our online giving portal 
located on the church homepage.  Simply go to www.stuttgartfumc.org.  Click on the “give 
now” tab and follow the instructions.  Your giving is secure. 
 
Give to the COVID-19 Crisis Relief Fund.  This fund was set up to assist individuals affected by 
the Coronavirus, including our faithful staff at Jacob’s Ladder which was closed two weeks ago.  
The fund has a balance of $8,025.00. 
 
 
Unemployed 
If you have been furloughed, laid off or lost your job please notify me.  I want to pray with you 
and see how our church can be there for you and your family in the days ahead. 
 
 
Other: 
FUMC will be receiving applications for the Children’s Discipleship Director position over the 
next month. The role is salaried for 15-20 hours a week. We hope to have the position filled by 
early May. 
 
Send resumes to Dr. Bryan Fink at 307 East 4th Street, Stuttgart, AR 72160. Contact Pastor Fink 
for more information, or to request a job description at bryan.fink@arumc.org or (870) 673-
1131. 
 
 
A Word from Gretchen Whose Husband has Covid-19 

I am writing this post for three reasons. We need your prayers; I know many of you love 

us and are concerned; and I want people to understand what can happen. 

Rick was admitted to the hospital last Friday night, around midnight. We had been to 

the doctor on Wednesday, and was given diagnosis of slight pneumonia and went home with 

antibiotics. Doctor didn’t want to admit him to the hospital unless necessary. Friday night he 

began trouble breathing, so our son drove him to Little Rock and was admitted to isolation and 

tested for Coronavirus. The pneumonia became very serious very quickly. His results came back 

Monday as positive.  

I am not going to give long details of what has happened, but we have almost lost him 

twice this week, and he is now on a ventilator, still with fever, heart arrhythmia, kidney issues, 

and of course, lung issues. He was placed on the vent yesterday, Friday, and we continue to 

pray without ceasing. He has hundreds, if not thousands, of people praying, and we would 

cherish yours, too. 

This is not about me, but I want to share what will happen if your spouse, or child, or 

grandchild, or loved one goes into the hospital with Coronavirus. They will be in isolation. No 

http://www.stuttgartfumc.org/
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visitors at all. They will be in that room, suffering all alone. You can’t see their face, or hold their 

hand, or give them the comfort of your presence. You can’t do ANYTHING but sit home alone 

and pray and worry and cry. The thought of them in critical condition, all alone, has been more 

than I can bear at times.  

You see, I am in quarantine at home. My son is here with me, quarantined, too, and we 

try to take care of each other. My daughters and their families are quarantined, so we can’t be 

together, and now we worry about other family members. Helpless does not even begin to 

describe how I feel. We have been blessed to have a wonderful doctor who checks on him twice 

a day and calls me, and nurses on his floor all know my name and we talk numerous times 

through the day and night. These wonderful people are my only link to my husband of 49 years.  

If he leaves this world to be with the Lord, he will do it alone. No one deserves that. Not 

him, or me, or my family. 

I have no doubt most of you are using good sense, but so many haven’t thought about 

the heartbreaking repercussions it can have on your entire family. Someone told me Lowe’s 

was packed yesterday. Is a building project or planting flowers more important than your 

family? What is in Hobby Lobby that you can’t live without? Some say, oh well, I’m healthy, if I 

get it so what. You may cause the hospitalization of your spouse or child or friend, and they will 

be sick, all alone, and so will you. 

Sadly, I am not sure I ever completely understood the true meaning of “praying without 

ceasing”. I do now. I pray for my husband, family, friends, world leaders, doctors, nurses, 

grocery store employees, truckers, nursing home patients and staff, and many, many more. The 

only people I talk to on the phone are my kids and the doctor and nurses, because I cry when I 

try to talk about Rick. I don’t watch tv anymore, or look at Facebook, or worry about my messy 

closet, so I pray, and that is a good thing.  

God has gotten my attention, and I hope I’ve gotten yours. I know this is a long post, but 

if I can save one person from going through what my sweet husband is going through, and all 

his family, it is worth it. Be safe. Stay home. Pray. 

I ask you to pray for Rick, that God will wrap his loving arms around him and give him 

the peace and love and comfort we all want to give him. Thank you.  

He’s not expected to live. Horrible! 

(Shared with permission) 

 


