
March 27, 2020 

Amazing! What a Sunday we had March 19. I never could have imagined such a day. Our 
livestream at stuttgartfumc.org worked flawlessly. We also experimented with a Face book live 
from our new Stuttgart FUMC Face book page. We had 

220 devices logged in between the two options. That means we had at least 220 people 
worshiping online at one person per device. But we estimate there were 1-5 people or more 
per device. You can do the math. You also came through with giving over $10,000 financially to 
the Lord. Unbelievable! 
 
Remember the phrase, "Each one reach one, bring one and keep one"? It couldn't get any 
easier to reach one other person or family and invite them to join you for worship. Social media 
makes that so easy! I learned that last week some people hosted a "watch party" on Face book. 
Face book connects those who joined "the party" to worship together and to interact with one 
another at the same time. If that's a little beyond your comfort zone, a simple phone call, text 
or email inviting someone to join you for worship is still very effective. 
 
A couple things, among many, that are heavy on my heart these days are our senior citizen 
members. Many of them are nervous about getting out, so please check on them and make 
sure they're okay. Thanks also to Jack Coker and the new Homebound congregational care 
ministry for all you and your team are doing. And secondly, I'm concerned about our small 
business owners as well as executives and management in the larger industries associated with 
Stuttgart. They provide so much to us as a community. Please make every effort to support 
your local businesses during times like this and to pray for those who make the decisions that 
impact their staff. They are under immense financial pressure these days and it appears it won't 
be going away too soon. Thank you. 
 
See you Sunday! (Well, kind of, sort of.) 
Bryan 
 
COVID-19 Panel: 
The Panel met March 26 and made a couple of decisions. The Panel decided to follow guidance 
from the Bishop and The Cabinet and extend the cancellation of our ministries that involve 
public gathering through the end of April. This seems like good common sense since health care 
professionals are predicting that Coronavirus cases won't be peaking in the Little Rock area until 
early to mid-May. This also includes Jacobs Ladder Day Care. The Panel also decided that 
Jacob's Ladder staff will be paid 50% of their weekly wage for the next two weeks. Thank you to 
those who made this possible by giving generously to the COVID-19 Crisis Relief Fund. The 
COVID-19 Panel will continue to meet weekly on Thursdays to monitor our response to the 
Coronavirus Crisis. 
 
Worship Related: 
Worship will be online March 29 at 10:15 AM. You can watch on a computer, smartphone or 

http://stuttgartfumc.org/


tablet from anywhere in the world, even your Stuttgart living room. And, you have two options 
to choose from. First is the livestream service found 
at <https://www.stuttgartfumc.org/livestream/> . Or you can go to our new official church 
Face book page. Search for "Stuttgart FUMC". Make sure it is not "FUMC Stuttgart". Although 
our church operates both accounts, only one is a page and the other is a profile. They are not 
one and the same. The Face book Live is only seen at "Stuttgart FUMC." 
 

There will be a children's message this Sunday so please have your children present. 

There will be an opportunity to receive an offering in your home so please be prepared. 

Everyone will have time to pray in your home. If you have a prayer request you want shared 
with the congregation at worship Bryan wants you to email him 
at bryan.fink@arumc.org <mailto:bryan.fink@arumc.org> by Saturday. 

The Message this week is "The Camino. The Contagion. The Christian Faith." 

Please have some scrap paper or index cards available before worship begins. You will be 
asked to do something with them during the sermon. 

Everyone will be emailed a worship bulletin ahead of time. Please check your email prior to 
the start of the worship service. 
 
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter Services will be livestreamed on the church web site 
and our Face book page. 
 
Student Related: 
Pooh is going like gangbusters. She designed a scavenger hunt for everyone to do in their 

homes sending pictures back to Pooh over the internet verifying they found the clue. She has 

been busy following up on her students and her adult volunteers and has held several online 

bible studies with them. 

 

Children Related: 

Meredith Helms has launched a daily devotional for parents with children on Face book. Search 

for "Called in Chaos - #momlife" and join. You'll be glad you did. Meredith will also be recording 

a Children's Message for playback during our Sunday morning Worship Services. 

 

Prayer: 

Roland Curtis had triple bypass surgery this week and is recovering nicely at St. Vincent's 

Hospital in Little Rock. 

 

Finance Related: 

It is more important than ever for people who consider Stuttgart FUMC their church to be 

faithful and consistent with giving. Please mail your checks in or use our online giving portal 

located on the church homepage. Simply go 

to www.stuttgartfumc.org <http://www.stuttgartfumc.org>. Click on the "give now" tab and 
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follow the instructions. Giving is secure. 

 

Give to the COVID-19 Crisis Relief Fund. This fund was set up to assist individuals affected by 

the Coronavirus, including our faithful staff at Jacob's Ladder which was closed two weeks ago. 

The fund has a balance of $5,550.00. 

 

Other: 

Stuttgart FUMC now has an official Face book page. Search pages for "Stuttgart FUMC". We 

will share official news, updates, videos, pictures, newsletters and posts on the page. 

 

A Word from Arkansas United Methodist Bishop Gary Mueller 

COVID-19 is getting real. You see it in big ways - like the accelerating number of people testing 

positive, shut-downs of entire states and the tanking of the worldwide economy. You see it in 

more personal ways - like the lack of toilet paper on grocery shelves, not being able to eat in 

your favorite restaurant and the reality that you have been laid off. And you also see it reflected 

in your soul as you struggle with the realization that this is not going away in the next several 

weeks. It's a lot to absorb in a short period of time. No wonder you are overwhelmed, 

frightened and uncertain about the future. But you are not alone, even as you feel isolated. The 

God who sent his only Son, Jesus, as one of us right into the midst of the world in all its 

struggles in order to redeem it, is entering into the midst of your life right now with healing, 

strength and hope. So, look for him, welcome him and receive the grace he is freely offering 

you right now. 

- Bishop Gary Mueller 


